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zl, HIS Volume being to 

72 complete a Set of No- 
oels, the moſt choice 
wil beſt collected of any that 
has been hitherto publiſh'd,” I 
a3 judg d 


DE DICATION. 
judg'd it would not be impro- | 
per to addreſs it to one of a : 
ſuitable Diſtinction; and have | 
therefore taken the Liberty to 
nominate You to the Poſt. When | 
a Party is order'd out, in a Mi- 
litary Senſe, it is always headed 
by the Superior Officer; But 
Care is alſo taken, that the Rear 
be brought up by one of ſuffi- 
cient Rank and Abilities. Upon 
this Occaſion, I not only bor- 
| row my Phraſes from the Army, s 
I but even endeavour to uſe the 
li ſame Method; and flatter my | 
ſelf that this little Squadron will 
8 march thro the World with cer- 
| . tain Succeſs, ſince it is conducted 


by 


ee eee — —ä—jä — — 


DEDICATION. 
by the eldeſt Daughter of a 


moſt potent Prince, and cover'd 
by that of a no leſs renown d 

; Lieutenant-G ener, = 
Tux Protection, Madam, 
which it has reaſon to hope for 
from You, is ſecured to it upon 
a double Score: For, ſhould it 
have happen'd that Your own 
particular Merit had not been 
ſufficiently known and allow'd, 
the very Name of Vour Fami- 
ly would have eftabliſh'd You a 
Character; and, were You an 
utter Stranger to the World, 
They would ſhew themſelves no 
leſs ſo, who, without palpable 
SET ſhould queſtion a 
Mor- 


DEDICATION. 
MorDAUNT in Point of Wit, 
Senſe, or Honour. 

Bur tho' the Generality of 
People might have been fatiſ- 
fied upon either of the Accounts 
before-mention'd, yet I could | 
not have excus'd my ſelf for 
making Choice of a Patroneſs 

upon fo implicit a Foundation. 

I love to have my own Senſes, 
however imperfect they may be, 
determine where I ought to place 

my Eſteem. The Voice of thjge 
Public may fill our Ears, without 
informing our Mind; and our 
Eyes may be dazled by the 

/ Splendor of an illuſtrious Houſe, | 
ſo as to prejudice us in the Diſ⸗ 

cernment 


. 


DEDICATION. 
cernment we would make : But 
when our Experience comes in 
to confirm the Matter, we may 
then boldly aflert it for a Truth, 
and declare it as our ſettled O- 

| pinion. — 
S AND, in this Reſpect, 1 | 
J bave recciv'd the ſtrongeſt De- | 
E monſtration; ſince I had the | 
i 
| 


Honour, for above a whole 
Year, of a moſt kind and free 
Entertainment in Your Father's 
Houſe; an Honour, which all, 
vho were acquainted with the 
Charms of his Converſation, 

1 vill envy me; and of which I 
hall ever retain a grateful Re- 
2 Yeacmbrance. There 1 enjoy'd 
F | ſome 
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my own Defence, 


DEDICATION. 


fome of the happieſt Moments oi 


my Life, And that which did not 
a little contribute to make them 


ſo, was the Pleaſure I took in 


beholding fo agreeable a Perſon, 
as Yours was like to prove, en- 
liven'd with an Underſtanding | 


not inferior to it; but, above all, 
and what 1 mention e 5 


S and e e of 


7 Manners inexpreſſibly delight- | 


ful and endearing. 


AFTER having e 


this Part of Vour Character, 
Madam, in 


I 
5 


I muſt preſume, 
that You 
will not be offended at the 

Liber- 


DEDICATION. 
Liberty I have taken, At 


leaſt, as I am ſure You can't 
Ibe long angry with one who 
Wis far from intending to diſ- 
Ipleaſe You, I ſhall, with a Re- 
| Wliance upon that, Aal eribe my 
Fel, what, I hope, you will 


rg me leave ever to * 


Tour moſt Obedient, 


end entirely Devoted Servant, 


KC 


EY Life if Caſtruccio 5 of 
Lucca. * age 1 


The Loves of C Oſmin and Daraxa. 5 
The Spaniſh Lady of En 1 4 - 
The Lady Cornelia. 277 
The Falſe Dutcheſs, 331 


THE 


j 


Caſtracan 


Caſtruccio 


* 


A. 


of LUCC 


Tranſlated from the Italian Or 


i of 


igina 


Nic olo Ma 0 HI AVEL of Florence. 


fe 


/ 


Printed in the TE AR 1721. 


2 


! 
: 
: 
; 
: 
: 


Caſtruccio Caſtracani 
of LUCCA 


e cannot but appear very ſtrange to 
FISNESASE ſuch as conſidet that moſt of thoſe, 
BE who have' become famous in their 
Ze ſeveral Generations, and rais*d them- 
ſelves above their Contemporaries 
for their. extraordinary Performan- 
ces in the World, have either been of obſcure 
Birth, and mean Beginning, or have at their 
firſt ſetting out been forced to ſtruggle under all 
the Difficulties and Perplexities of Fortune. 
Some, for Inſtance, have been expos'd to wild 
Beaſts in their tendereſt Infancy, and been mi- 
raculouſly preſerved; Others, aſhamed of their 
low Extraction, have claim'd Jupiter, or ſome 
other Deity, for their Father, whom they had 
ready at hand, to attone for the Tranſgreſſion 
of their Mother. Of this there are ſo many Ex- 
amples ur the Hiſtory of the firſt Ages, that it 
will be needleſs to infiſt farther upon it. For- 
tune it ſeems tak ing care to demonſtrate to the 
World that no one owes his Advancement to 
% D 1-46-43 this 
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4 Caſtruccio Caſtracani of Lucca. 
his own Prudence, but to her Favour; and ac- 
cordingly ſhe begins to cheriſh and conduct them 
at a time when Prudence can claim no Share in 
their Actions, and when all their Succeſs mult be 
attributed to her Friendſhip and Protection. Of this 
fort was Caſtruccio Cafiracani of Lucca, who 

may deſervedly be celebrated for his great Ex- 
ploits, eſpecially if we conſider the Circumſtan- 
ces of his Birth, and the Times in which he 
flouriſh'd, which, humanly ſpeaking, gave him a 
very improbable Proſpect of the Grandure to 
which he by degrees arrived. _ 1 7 

TEE Family of the Caſtracani was once rec- 
kon'd among the molt Illuſtrious in the City of 
Lucca, tho? at preſent, according to the Fatality 
which attends all Things ſublunary, it is in a 
manner extindt. Out of this Houſe was born in 
former Times Signior Antonio, who entring in- 
to Holy Orders, was made Canon of St. Michael. 

He had no near Relation but a Siſter, who havin 
buried her Husband Buonaccorſo Cinami, $4 
upon her a Reſolution to marry no more, and 
lived with her Brother. Signior Antonio had a 
Vineyard behind his Houſe, which bordering up- 
on many neighbouring Gardens, was acceflible . 
from {ſeveral Parts, and that without much Dif- 
ficulty. As Diauora, for fo was the Silter called, 
was walking early one Morning in this Vine- 
yard, ſhe perceiv'd a ruſling under the Leaves, 
and turning ſuddenly towards it, ſhe fancy'd ſhe 
heard ſomething cry, whereupon advancing nearer 
to the Place, ſhe beheld a Child tumbling on the 

Ground, and as it were imploring for her Relief. 
The Lady was at firſt ſeiz'd with Fear, and A- 
mazement. However ſhe took the Infant up in 
her Arms, and carry'd it home, where ſhe cauſed 
it to be dreſs'd in clean Linnen, and then pre- 

S | ſented 


Caſtruccio Caſtracani of Lucca. F 
fented it to her Brother. Antonio was no leſs 
affected with Wonder and Compaſſion, than his 
Siſter. They debated between themſelves what 
was to be done; and foraſmuch as he was a 
Prieft. and his Siſter had no Children, they re- 
ſolv'd to bring it up in the Family. According- 
ly: they Chriftned it, and call'd it Caſtruccio, 
which was the Name of their Father, and bred 
it as tenderly as if it had been their own. As 
the Child advanc'd in Years, the Pregnancy of 
his Parts appear'd, ſo that they could put him to 
nothing, to which they did not find him equal. 
Antonio deſign'd him for the Church, and to re- 
fign to him in due time his Canonſhip, and o- 
ther Preferments, and ſuited his Education ac- 
cordingly; but it was not long before he diſco- 
ver'd that Caſtruccio had no Inclination to that 
kind of Life, but that his natural Diſpoſition lay 
quite another way. In ſhort, before he was four- 


teen Years of Age, he began to withdraw him- 


ſelf by degrees from the Reverence and Reſpect- - 
due to Antonio, and Dianora. He grew remiſs 
in his Studies, and devoted himſelf to Arms. 
His great Delight was in wreſtling, running, and 
ſuch violent Exerciſes, wherein none of his Com- 
panions were able to-contend with him; ſo well 
was the Courage of his Mind proportion'd to 
the Strength of his Body. He alloted but few 
Hours to reading, unleſs it was ſuch Pieces as 
might inſtruct him in the Art of War, or ac- 
_ quaint him with the great Actions of ſome emi- 
nent Commander; which was no ſmali Uneaſi- 
neſs to the good Antonio. 
TERRE lived at that Time in Lucca a Gen- 
tieman of the Family of Guinigi, call'd Franciſco. 
He was of a handfome Perſonage, and had a 
k | B 3. plen- 


6 Caſtruccio Caſtracaui of Lucca. 
plentiful Fortune, and was moreover remarka- 
ble for many good Qualities, which had raiſed 
him to one of the principal Ranks in the City. 
He had born Arms from his Youth, and for the 
moſt Part under the Viſconties, Dukes of Milan. 
With them he had engaged for the Ghibelius, and 
the City of Lucca conſider'd him as the very 
Life of their Party. It was at that Time when 
| the two potent Factions of the Guelphs and Chi- 
| beling divided all Italy between them, and drew 
| over to their different Intereſts the Inhabitants of 
| the fame Towns, and the Members of the ſame 
| Families, Franciſco attended by Perſons of 
| Quality of his own Faction did frequently walk 
| before the Place of St. Michael, not far from 
| the Governor's Palace. In that Place he firſt 
took Notice of Caſtruccio, as he was playing a- 
mong his School-fellows and Comrads. He 
| _ obſerved the Youth always preſcribed ſuch Sports 
to the reſt, as he himſelf had choſen on purpoſe 
to prepare him for warlike Actions. Franciſco 
eaſily obſerv'd how much Cuaſtraccio's Vivacity 
rais'd him above his Companions, and he as ea- 
fily perceiv'd that he aſſum'd a fort of Authority 
over them, and that they all paid him a Submil- 
fion, but ſuch a one as was at the ſame time 
attended with Zeal and Complacency. This 
made him take a great Liking to the Boy, fo 
that he enquir'd after his Family, and Condition; 
of which being inform'd by ſome of thoſe who 
accompanied him, hehad a ſtrong Inclination to 
take him to himſelf. He one Day call'd him to 
him, and ask'd him if he did not prefer living 
in a Gentleman's Family, where he might learn 
ro ride the great Horſe, and exerciſe his Arms, 
to a Life in a Cloyſter, where he muſt fpin 
FRE 1 ; Out 


Caſtruccio Caſtracaui of Lucca. 7 
out his Days in Idleneſs and Auſterity. Caſtruc- 
cio was almoſt at his Wits ends at the bare Men- 
tion of Arms and Horſes; but forbore returning 
an Anſwer, from a Sentiment of Modeſty, *till 
Franciſco had given him a little more Confi- 
dence by a repetition of the ſame Queltion. 
He then told him with a ſort of Tranſport, 
That he had rather a thouſand times lead ſuch 
a Life as Franciſco had repreſented, than be 
doom'd to that State to which his Friends had 
defign'd him. This Declaration of his was ſo 
N to Franciſco, that he ſoon after made a 

iſit to Antonio, and begg'd Caſtruccio of him; 
which he did in ſo preſſing, and yet obliging a 
manner, that Autonio finding it impoſſible to al- 
ter the natural Inclinations of the Vouth, made 
a Preſent of him to Frauciſco. - | 
BV this means the Method of Caſtruccio's Edu- 
cation became entirely changed, and the Progreſs - 
he made in all thoſe Studies and Exercifes, which 
are fit for a Gentleman, is ineredible. It was ad- 
mirable to behold: with what Vigour and Addreſs 
he mounted his Horſe, and with what Grace he 
managed his Lance and Sword, and how much 
his Dexterity diſtinguiſh'd him from the Croud 
of his Companions, who none of them dar'd 
to enter into Competition with him. To all theſe. 
Advantages, he had ſuch a winning Behaviour, as 
"obliged where-ever he came. Every Word, and 
every Action feem'd the effect of Study and 
Premeditation; ſo careful and regular he was, 
leſt any thing he might ſay or do, might give Of- 
fence. His Deportment was always tempered with 
a decent Reſpect to his Superiors, with Modefty 
to his Equals, and with Civility and Complaiſance 
to his Interiors; ſo that theſe good Qualities 
1 | 5, © os gain'd 


oats 


114 
{8 D. 
af 15 
bx | 4 % 
72 
1 
3 
_— 
iy 4 
# 
1 | 
if * 
_ 45 
1 
* 0 
N : 
1% 
4 : 
$1} 
% 4 
i 


} 


8 Caſtruccio Caſtracani of Lucca. 
gain'd him not only the Affection of Franciſco, 
and his Family, but the Love and Eſteem of 
the whole City of Lacca. 2711 

WEN Caſtruccio was about Eighteen Years of 
Age, the Faction of the Gzelphs forced the Ghibe- 
ting out of Pavia: On which Occaſion Viſconti, 
Prince of Milan, a zealous Partizan of the Ghi- 
belins, preſt Fraxciſco Gutnigi for Succours againſt 
their prevailing Enemies. Franciſco was ready 
at his call, and having rais'd his Forces, he made 
Caſtruccio Lieutenant of a Company of Foot, as 
a ſingular Mark of his Affection and Eſteem, 
and march'd with him to Viſconti. Hel 

This was our new Lieutenant's Maiden 
Campaign, wherein he acquired ſuch a Reputation 
as eclips'd the Glory of all the reſt who ſerved 
in that War. He gave ſo many, and ſuch emi- 
nent Proofs, both of his Courage and ConduQ, 
that his Fame was ſpread all over Lombardy. 
And when he return'd back to Lucca, and obſerv'd 
that the City had doubled the Reſpect they had 
expreſs'd towards him before, he apply'd himſelf 
to the forming of new Friendſhips, and omitted 
nothing that cou'd be neceſſary to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Intereſt and Reputation. 

SOON after this his Foſter Father Franciſco 
Cuinigi fell ſick, and finding himſelf near his 
End, he ſent for Caſtruccio, to whom he com- 
mitted the Guardianſhip of his only Son, called 
Pagolo, a Youth of about 13 Years of Age, and 
the Management of his Eſtate. Upon this Oc- 
caſion he took an Opportunity of reminding Ca- 
ſtruccio, in very handſome Terms, that he had 
been the raiſing of him, defiring him to ſhew the 
ſame Generoſity towards Pagolo; and that if any 
thnig was due to the Bounty of the Father, it 

| Ce | might 
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might be returned to the Son. He ſaid, he fan- 
cy'd he diſcover'd in the Countenance of Ca- 
ſtruccio all the Marks and Indications of a gene- 
rous Mind, and ſo died without expreſſing the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of Ingratitude. 

Tre Truſt and Adminiſtration of ſo large 
an Eſtate render'd Caſtruccio of greater Conſe- 
quence than he was before, but at the ſame time 
it rais'd an Enmity againſt him in ſome, and leſ- 
ſen'd the Affections of others. For as he was 
known to be of an enterprizing Genius, many 
began to fear his Deſigns were tyrannical, and 
tending to oppreſs the Liberty of his Country. 
Giorgio Opizi, the Head of the Guelphs Faction in 
Lucca, was the moſt forward of thoſe, who la- 
bour'd to inſtil into the People ſuch Notions 
of Caſtruccio. Opizi had flatter'd himſelf that 
the Death of Franciſco, who had been Head of 
the adverſe Party, would have left him Maſter 
of the City, but he- quickly found that the ſingle 
Reputation of Caſtruccio would be a new Im- 
pediment to his U ſutpation; for which Reaſon 
he did all he cou'd to leſſen him in the Affe- 
Qions of the People, by calumniating him upon 
all Occaſions. At firſt Caſtruccio deſpiſed his 
Aſperſions, but at length he beeame alarm'd to 
the Purpoſe. He had great Reaſon to think O- 
pizi wou'd do him all manner of ill Offices, 
with Kobert, the King of Naples his Lieutenant in 
Lucca; and he did not queſtion but that if that 
Governour became his Enemy, he ſnould ſoon be 
baniſh'd the City; for the preventing of Which 
he made uſe of the r Expedient. ; 

HUGUCCIO NE de Fagivola, Native of 
Are x za, had at that time the Town of P:/a 
| „„ un- 


10 Caſtruccio Caſtracani of Lucca. 

under his Domination. The Piſans having 
choſen him for their Captain, he made himſelf 
their Sovereign, and gave Protection to ſeveral 
of the Ghibeline Faction, who had been Baniſh'd 
from Lucca. Caſtraccio maintain'd a ſecret In- 


telligence with the Exiles, by the Privity and 


Approbation of Huguccione, and being aſſuted of 
his Aſſiſtance, he reſolv'd to get them reſtor'd. 


For this Purpoſe he had ſeveral Conferences 


with his Friends in Lacca, who were of the 
ſame Sentiments with himſelf, and as jealous of 
the Power of the Opizi. All neceflary Mea- 
tures were taken by the Confpirators, and Ca- 


ſtruccio, having privately fortified a Tower inthe 


City, called he Tower of Honour, he ſupplied it 
with Ammunition, and render'd it capable of 
making a good Defence, in caſe of Neceſſity. 
Having appointed a Night for the Execution 


of their Deſign, Huguccione fail'd not at the 


preciſe Hour to be at the Place of Rendezvous, 
between Lucca and the adjacent Mountains. 
Upon a Signal given, Haguccione advanc'd to 
St. Peter's Gate, and ſet Fire to the Antiport. 
Caſtruccio on his part rais'd the People, ſum- 
moning them to Arms, and forc'd the Gate from 
within. Upon this, Huguccione enter'd with 
his Party, and having maſter'd the Place, the 
Opizi and their Adherents were all murder'd. 

he Lieutenant for the King of Naples was 
turn'd out of the Town, and the Government 
model'd according to the good Pleaſure of 
Huguccione; who, to compleat the Deſolations 
of Lucca, drove above an Hundred of the Prin- 
cipal Families into Exile. Of theſe, ſome refu- 
ged themſelves at Florence, and the reſt fled 

| | to 


Caſtruccio Caſtracani of Lucca. 11 
to Piſtoia, both which Places had declar'd for 
the Gzelphs, and were conſequently Enemies to 
Huguccione, and the Lacheſi. | 

Tus Florentines, and the whole Party of the 
Gzelphs, apprehending leaſt this Enterprize ſhou'd | 
make the Power of the Ghebilins paramount in 
Tuſcany, reſolv'd at all Hazard to reſtore the 
Exiles of Lucca. Accordingly having rais'd a 
conſiderable Army, they marcht it into the 
Val di Nievole, and ſeiz'd on Monte Catini, 
from whence they went, and Encampt at Monte 
Carlo, that they might from thence opena Paſ- 
fage to Lucca. : 5. 

IN the mean time Huguccione, having form'd 
his Army, conſiſting of the Piſaus and Lacceſi, 
which he reinforced with a Squadron of Ger- 
man Horſe drawn out of Lombardy, he marcht 
out towards the Enemy. The Florentines upon 
his Approach quitting their Camp at Monte Carlo, 
went and poſted themſelves between Monte Ca- 
lino and Peſeia; whilſt Hagaccione poſleſs'd 
| himſelf of the Quarters, which they had left. 
As the Armies were within two Miles of each 
other, their Horſe met daily and skirmiſhed, but 
Huguccione being indiſpos'd, the Piſaus and 
Lachefi declin's coming to a general Engage- 
ment : at length as his Diſtemper grew upon him, 
Huguccione found himſelf under a neceſſity of re- 
moving out of the Camp into a more friendly 
Air, and for his better Accommodation, leaving 
to Caſtruccio the Command of the Army. 
This turn'd to the utter Ruin of the Guelpho, 
who conſidering the Army of the Enemy with- 
outa General, grew thereupon too confident and 
daring. This was not unobſerv'd by Caſtraccio, 
who tor ſeveral Days together endeayour'd to 
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12 Caſtruccio Caſtracani of Lucca. 
Increaſe that Opinion in them. He pretended 


to be under a great Conſternation, and gave 


poſitive Orders to his Troops, to keep within 
the Lines. On the other hand, the Gzelphs 
grew more Inſolent from this imaginary Deſpon- 
dency, and every Day preſented themſelves in 
order of Battle, to provoke the Enemy to an 
Engagement, but all to no purpoſe. 5 

HIS gave Caſtruccio an Opportunity of 


diſcovering the Diſpoſition of their Army, and 


the Order of their March; which when he had 


well obſerv'd, and rais'd their Confidence to 


the higheſt pitch, he reſolv'd to engage them the 
next time they offer'd him Battle. Accordingly 
he made a Speech to his Soldiers, wherein he aſ- 


ſured them of the Victory, provided they fol- 
low'd the Commands that ſhould be given them. 


He found the Enemy had placed the choiceſt in 
the Body, and the weakeſt and moſt unſervice- 


able in the Wings. This made him form a 
quite contrary Diſpoſition, for he placed the 


flower of his Troops in the Wings, and thoſe 
of the leaſt ExpeCtation in the Centre. In this 
Poſture he drew out of the Trenches, and as 


| ſoon as the Enemy appear'd, as they did with 


their uſual Inſolence, he commanded the Body 
to move flowly, but that the Wings ſhould ad- 
vance with Speed; inſomuch that when they 
came to Fight, the Wings only cou'd engage; 
for Caſtraccio's Body was ſo far behind, that 
the Florextines cou'd not march up to them, 
but remain'd as idle SpeQators; whilſt their 
Wings, which were compoſed of the Refuſe of 
their Army, were entirely broken by. ie poke 
which conſiſted of the Beſt. This Stratagem 
purchas'd to Caſtruccio an eaſy Victory, to the 
5 abs great 
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great Loſs of the Florentines, who left above ten 
thouſand Men dead upon the Place, together with 
many brave Officers, and Perſons of the greateſt. 
Quality among the Gzelphs in all Tuſcany, who 
ſery'd as Volunteers, which made the Defeat of 
the greateſt Conſequence. Mons theſe were 
Peter, Brother to Robert King of Naples, * 
Charles his Nephew, and Philip Lord of Ta- 
rentum. Gaftraccio's Loſs did not amount to 
above three hundred Men; the moſt conſiderable 
of whom was a Youth, the Son of Huguccione, 
nam'd Franciſco, who was ſlain fighting briskly 
at the beginning of the Engagement. 

T'n1s ſignal Victory rais'd the Reputation of 
Caſtruccio to the higheſt, infomuch that Huguc- 
cione conceiv'd an incurable Jealouſie againſt 
him. He thought the late Defeat of the Enemy 
would be ſo far from aggrandizing his Autho- 
rity, that it would be a means to diminiſh it, 

and transfer it to Caſtruccio; and therefore re- 
ſolv'd to remove him out of the way, with 
the firſt Opportunity. | 


WuHiLlsrT he was in this temper of Mind, it oY 
happen'd that Agnolo Micheli, a. Perſon of as 

eat Quality, and as highly eſteem'd as any in 
Lucca, was Murder'd, and the Aſſaſſine fled to 
Caſtruccio's Houſe for SanQtudary. Immediately. 
the Officers went to demand the Criminal. of 
Caſtruccio, who refuſed to deliver him up, and 

ave him an Opportunity to make his Eſcape, 
3 who was then at Piſa, being in- 
form'd of the whole Affair, thought Caſtruccio 
himſelf had now given him a fair Opportunity, 
of putting in Execution what he had defign'd. 
againſt him: He immediately ſent for bis Son 
Bs” whom he. had before made akinny 3 OF ©» 
„ ucca, 
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Lucca, and commanded him to invite Caſtruccio 
to Sup with him, and, when under that Pretence 
he had got him in his Power, to diſpatch him. 
Caſtruccio very readily fell into the Snare; he 
accepted of the Invitation without the leaſt 
Diſtruſt, and was arreſted by Ner/:, whoſe over- 
Caution ſpoiled the whole Matter. He was 
afraid to put him to Death unheard, leaſt ſuch a 
Proceeding might exaſperate the Populace, and 
therefore writ to his Father to know what was 
farther to be done with him. | 
_ HUGUCCIO NE. extreamly provoked at his 
Son's unſeaſonable Scruples, ſet out immediately. 
at the Head of four hundred Horſe for Lucca, to 
put the laſt Hand to the Work, and diſpatch Ca- 
ſtruccio. He was ſcarce got to Bagni, before 
the P:ſans revolted, and kill'd the Deputy he 
had appointed at his Departure, and all of his 
Family that remain'd in the Place; and to make 
ſure Work, declar'd the Count de Guerardeſeha 
their Governour. Tho? the News of this Re- 
bellion overtook him before he arriv'd at Lucca, 
yet he thought it not ſafe to return, but choſe 
rather to quicken his Speed, that he might get 
thither, if poſſible, before they cou'd hear of what 
had been tranſacted at P:/a, for otherwiſe he 


was afraid the Citizens wou'd follow the Psſans 


Example, and ſhut their Gates upon him. But 
the Lachei had heard of the Revolt, and tho” 
Huguccione was got into the City, yet they made 
Caſtruccio's Impriſonment their Pretence, and 
_ caſting off all Reverence to Hxgaccione, from 
Cabals they proceeded to Tumults, and at laſt to 
Arms, and then boldly demanded the Enlarge- 
ment of Caſtruccio. Higuccione ſeeing what 
they drove at, and that he cou'd no longer with 
any 
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any Safety to his own Perſon detain the other, he 
made a Virtue of Neceſſity, and releas'd him. 
Caſtruccio having thus obtain'd his Liberty by the 
Favour of the People, began to entertain higher 
Deſigns than formerly; ſo that having aſſembled 
his Friends, and taking the Benefit of the popn- 
lar Diſpoſition, which was much in his Favour, - 
= openly attack'd his pre Pang er and Con- 

ederate, Huguccioue; who ſeeing there was no 

Remedy for it, fted with all his Adherents out 
of Lucca, and retir'd to the Lords of Scala in 
Lombardy, where he died not long after in a very 
poor Condition. 1 

CASTRUGCIO being thus become a Prince 
inſtead of a Priſoner, ſo managed it with the 

Aſſiſtance of his Friends, and the growing Fa- 
vour of the People, that he caus'd himſelf to 
be declared Captain-General of Lucca, for the 
enſuing Year; and that he might perform ſome- 
thing memorable in that Office he undertook, 
to recover back to Lucca ſeveral Places that 

had revolted in the late Commotions, and de- 
clared for Hlugucciune. To this End he enter'd 
into a ſtrict Alliance with the Piſaus, who ſent 
him their Quota of Troops, with which, toge- 
ther with thoſe of Lucca, he march'd, and fate 
down before Serezana. The Place was ſtrong, 
and in a Condition of making a good Defence; 
for which Reaſon he was oblig'd to raiſe a Fort 
apainſt it, which within the Space of two Months 
made him Maſter of the Place.. This is the ſame 
Fort, which the Florentines have ſince repair'd 
and ſtrengthned, and which at this Day is called 
the Fortreſs Sareganello. Flufſnt with this Suc- 

cels, he reduced Maſſa, Carrara, and Lavenza, 
and in a very ſhort Time made himſelf aingee 
Cs 0 
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of the whole Country of Lxx:giana, and to make 
ſare of the Paſs between That and Lombaray, 
he ſeiz'd by Force on Pontremoli, driving from 
thence Antonio Palaviſiui, the Sovereign. 
AFTER the Performance of theſe glorious Ex- 
ploits, he return'd' to Lucca, where his Reputa- 


tion had gone before him, and had prepared the 


People to receive him with all poſſible Demon- 


ſtrations of Joy and Acknowledgements. 


CASTRUGCIO was not wanting to him- 


| ſelf at this happy Conjuncture. He had before 
ſecured to his Intereſt the moſt conſiderable Fa- 
milies in Lucca, particularly thoſe of Poggio, 


Portico Baccanſactis, and Cecco Guinigi, who 


laying hold on the preſent Poſture of Affairs ea- 
ſily prevail'd upon the People, who were before 
ſtrongly inclin'd to him, and prepoſſeſs'd in his 
Favour, inſomuch that with the general Conſent 
be was elected, and ſolemnly declared Prince 


of Lucca. 

FT happen'd about this Time that Frederick of 
Bavaria, King of the Romans, came into Italy 
to receive the Imperial Crown. Caſtr uccio, who 
had before gain'd an Intereſt in his Friendſhip, 
took that Opportunity of waiting upon him, and 
leaving as his Lieutenant in Lucca, Pagolo Gui- 
nigi, whom, in Memory of his Father, and the 
Benefits he had receiv'd from him, he had ever 
conſider'd as his own Son, he put himſelf at the 


Head of Four Hundred Horle, and went to 


wait on the Emperor. frederick receiv'd him 


with particular Marks of his Eſteem ; he conferr'd 
many Honours upon him, and in fine declar'd 


him his Lieutenant in Taſcany. 
In this Nick of Time the Piſans having de- 
clar'd againſt their Governour Gzerardeſcha, and 

| driven * 


PE 
* 
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driven him out of their Town, for fear of his 


Reſentments apply'd to Frederick, and deman- 
ded his Aﬀiſtance. Frederic readily undertook 
their Protection, and gave the Soveregnity of 
the Town to Caſtruccio. The Inhabitants were 
not averſe to this Choice; they were jealous of 
the Power of the Gze/phs, particularly of the Flo- 
rentines, and knew no one better able to ſupport 
them againſt that FaQtion than Caftraccio. 


FREDERICK after this, having conſtitu- 


ted a Lieutenant General of all Italy, and left 
him at Rome, return'd into Germany. All the 


_ Ghibelins both in Lombardy and Tuſcany, who 


were of the Emperor's Party, and had upon 
that ſcore been baniſh'd, _apply'd themſelves to 
Caſtruccio as to the Head of the Intereſt, and 
promis'd him, one and all, in caſe he reſtor'd 
them to their Eſtates, to make him Sovereign of 
their reſpective Countries. The Chief of theſe 
were the Guieli, Scolari, Uberti, Geroxzi, and 
Buonaccorſi, all Exiles of Florence. Encouraged by 
theſe, Engagements, and truſting much to his 
own Forces, Caſtruccio promis'd himſelf no leſs 


than the Sovereignty of all Taſcany. For the 


obtaining of which, he enter'd into a League with 
Matteo Viſconti, Prince of Milan, and fummon'd 


his own Subjects to. Arms. And becauſe Lac- 


ſca had five Gates, he divided the Country into 
ſo many Diſtricts for the better Regulation of 

his Muſter-Rolls, and diſpos'd every Soldier 
under his proper Officer with ſo much Exact- 
neſs, that in a very ſnort Time he had on Foot 


an Army of 20000 Men, beſides thoſe he was 


able to draw out of Piſa. Vf.. 
Wulrs x theſe Preparations were making, the 
Guelphs in Placentia expell'd the * and 


— — - — 
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only a Pardon, but a Grant of what they demand- 
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having receiv'd conſiderable Supplies from Flo- 
reuce, and the King of Naples, fell into the Mila- 


nege. Upon this, Viſcouti, Prince of Milan, ſent 


a Meſſage to Caſtruccio, deſiring him to make an 
Irruption into the Territories of the Florentines ; 
and thereby force them to recal their Troops, and 
put themſelyes upon the Defenſive. 

 CASTRUCCIO, glad of this Opportunity, 
fell with a flying Army into the Vally of Arno, 


poſſeſs'd himſelf of Fucechio, and Sau-Miniato; and 


ſo effectually ravaged the Country, that the Foren- 


tines were conſtrain'd to recal their Troops out of 


Lombardy, for the Defence of their ownDominions; 


at the ſame time that Caſtruccio was forced to loox 
 Homewards, and provide for his own Safety. 


Dou RING his Abſence, the Family of the 
Poggi, who had been hitherto very zealous in 
his Intereſt, and had contributed more to his 
Advancement than any of the reſt ; think- 
ing they had not been rewarded according to 
their Deſerts, began to repent of what they had 
done, and ſo conſpired with ſome other of the 


Inhabitants, to cauſe the City to Revolt. Ac- 


cordingly they 2 themſelves in Arms, and 
kilPd the chief Officer, who had been eſtabliſh'd 
by Caſtruccio, for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
But when they had thus begunthe Sedition, and were 


preparing to puſh it forwards, Szephano Poggio, 
an ancient Man, who being 74 peaceable en- 


per had not join'd with the reſt of his Family 
in the Conſpiracy, made uſe of the Authority he 
had over them, on account of his great Wiſdom 
and Experience; and per ſwaded them to lay down 
their Arms; undertaking at the ſame time to inter- 
cede for them with Caſtruccio, and to obtain not 


ed. Ur- 
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Upo the firſt Advice of this Inſurrection, 
Caſtruccio drew out a Part of his Army, and leav- 
ing the reſt under the Command of Pagolo Eui- 
nigi, he march'd with the greateſt Expedition back 
to Lucca, He was well pleas'd at his Arrival 
there, to find Fhings in a much quieter Poſture 
than he expected; and knowing how to make the 
beſt Uſe of ſo eaſy a Submiſſion, he made ſuch a 
Diſpoſition of his Troops, and Friends in the ſe- 
veral Poſts of the Town, as render'd him abſo- 
jute Maſter of the Place. Szephano Poggio, who 
thought he had highly obliged Caſtruccio, went 


the firſt to viſit him. He defir'd nothing for him- 


ſelf in Recompence of his late Service ; all he re- 


queſted of Caſtruccio, was, that he wou'd pardon ' 


his Family, allow ſomething to their paſt Services, 


and impute 'what had paſt to the Tranſports of 
Tonk 1 1 


HE was receiv'd very affectionately by Caſtrue- 


cio, Who told him he felt more Satisfaction 


in finding the Troubles appeas'd, than he had 
receiv'd Uneaſineſs at the firſt News of the 
Commotion. He preſs'd him to bring the Male- 

contents to him, and aſſur'd him he thought him- 
felf Happy in having ſuch an Occaſion of ſigna- 


lizing his Clemency. Upon theſe fair Words, 


and Stephauo's Importunity, the Conſpirators came 
with great Confidence to wait on Caſtruccio, who 
conceiving that this laſt 8 Office of Stephano's 
might be thrown in his Teeth hereafter, and be- 


come a Matter of Reproach, he reſolv'd upon a 
ſignal Example; and governing himſelf by the 


cruel Politicks of Uſurpers, who think it lawful 
upon ſome critical Emergencies, to ſacrifice the 
Innocence of particular Men to their own Safety, 
and the Prefervation of the Publick Peace, * = 
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der'd the Mutineers, and Stephano with them, to 
be firſt impri ſon'd, and then executed. | 
IN the mean time the Florentine, watching their 

Advantage, recover'd San-Miniato; and Caſtruc. 
cio thinking it very imprudent to expoſe himſelf 
to the Hazards of the Field, whilſt he was inſe- 
cure in the Town, felt by his Emiſſaries how the 
Florentines ſtood diſpoſed to a Truce, to which he 
found them well inclin'd (the War having pretty 
much exhauſted their Treaſury) ſo that a TI ruce 
was concluded for two Years, with this Condi- 
tion, that each Party ſhou'd retain what they then 
had in their Poſſeſſion. N 

IT EIs gave Caſtruccio Leiſure to look well at 
Home, and provide for his future Security there; 
accordingly he made himſelf ſure of all thoſe that 
were likely to diſpute with him for the Sovereign- 
ty of Lucca; which he did by Confiſcations, Pro- 
ſcriptions, Baniſhment, and Executions. But as 
if all this was not ſufficient to eſtabliſh his Autho- 
rity in the City, and to give a greater Terror to 
the Citizens, he caus'd the -Houtes of his Adyer- 
ſaries to be demoliſh'd, and built a Citadel of the 
Materials. „ | 
Ix might reaſonably be thought, that his Peace 
With the Florentizes, and his Fortifications at Luc- 
ca, had engroſs'd all his Thoughts and Care; and 
yet was: he entertaining Deſigns of a higher Na- 
ture, and forming Sehemes how to make himſelf 
ſtill greater. He had his Spies every where, and 
maintain'd a Correſpondence with Perſons of all 
Parties. He had a great Deſire to make himſelf 
Maſter of Piſtoia, which he thought wou'd give 


im a ſort of Footing in Hlorexce ; and this he la- 


bour'd to effect without coming to an open Rup- 
ture. Piſteia was at that time divided into ie 
MS ar? 
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Parties, or Factions. One of them, called the 
Bianchi, had Baſtiano da Poſſente for its Head; 
and the other, call'd the Neri, was guided by Fa- 
cope de Gia. Caſtruccio correſponded with both 
theſe Parties, and manag'd his double Intelligence 
with that Delicacy and Addreſs, that each of 
them fancy'd they had engroſſed his Friendſhip 
arid Confidence. Theſe two oppoſite Cabals had 
a long time divided, or rather diſtracted, the City 
of Piſtoia. And as they did each of them boyl 
with a Deſire to ſupplant his Competitor, they 
both of them clandeſtinely courted the Friendſhip 
and Aſſiſtance of Caſtruccio, in whoſe Activity 
they placed greater Confidence, than in the Stif- 
neſs of the Florentines. Caſtruccio had fo ma- 
nag'd it, that they both agreed, unknown to each 
other, to take Arms at the ſame time, Caſtruccio 
having underhand promis'd Succour to both. It 
was agreed between them, that Jacopo ſhou'd poſ 
ſeſs himſelf of the Gate that leads to Florence, 
and Caſtruccio promis'd to come in Perſon to re- 
lieve him. Baſtians, at the Head of his Party, 
was to Poſt himſelf at the Gate leading to 
Lucca, and was to be ſupported by Pagolo Gui- 
nigi, Caſtruccio's Lieutenant, a Perſon the deareſt 
to him of any in the World, for he regarded him 
as his own Son. The Time for their Approach 
being appointed, which was the Hour of Mid- 
night, each Party was admitted at the reſpective 
Gate as Friends, but they were no ſooner enter'd 
than upon a Signal given Baſtiano with the chief of 
His Friends; was kill'd on one fide, whillt Facopo and 
his Party far'd no better on the other. They that 
eſcap'd the Sword betook themſelves to their 
Heels, and left the whole Town at Caſtruccio's 
Devotion. The Magiſtrates upon the firſt Alarm 


fled 
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. fled for Refuge to the Palace, whither Caſtruccis 
| | * went in Perſon to reaſſure them. Having call'd 


. the People together, he cancell'd all the old Debts, 
il leſſen'd their Impoſts, and by many other Acts of 
QSGWWrrace and new Privileges he recommened himſelf 

| to them, and eſtabliſh'd his Authority among them. 
il The Inhabitants of the Country, encouraged by 
[ this Profuſion of Kindneſs, came in Crouds to their 


new Prince to recognize him, and were receiv'd 
ſo graciouſly, and diſmiſs'd with ſuch Teſtimonies 
Wl of his Affection, that they all of them return'd 
0 home in high Admiration of his extraordinary Vir— 
| tues and Abilities. 05 8 5 
Ill THERE happen'd at that time a great Scarcity 
at Rome, Ooccaſion'd by the Abſence of the Popes, 
who had a long time kept their pontifical Reſi- 
| dence at Avignon. This added to the national A- 
| nimoſity, and natural Averſion the Romans had to 
the Domination of the Germans, and rais'd a Mu- 
tiny in that factious City, which was the cauſe of 
"Hi perpetual Diſorder, and many Murders. Erxrico, 
1 the Emperor's Lieutenant in Italy found himſelf 
il unable to apply the proper Remedies to ſo prevail- 
0 ing an Evil; he juſtly apprehended that the Komar 
Wl maintain'd a Correſpondence with the King of 
0 Naples, and that if they cou'd unite their Forces, 
1 it wou'd be an eaſy Matter for them to drive him 
Wil out of Rome, reſtore the Pope, and re-eſtabliſh his | 
"nn Authority in 1zaly. | 
ll} UNDER thele Circumſtances and Apprehen- 
0 ſions, he had Recourſe to Caſtruccio; ſending to 
Ul | him for Supplies, and deſiring him to come in 
i _ Perſon at the Head of them. Caſtruccio was rea- 
dy at the firſt Summons : He was tranſported to 
think himſelf in a Condition to do a meritorious 
piece of Service to the Emperor, and to be _ 
or” 
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der'd at Rome as Moderator of their Affairs when- 
ever his Imperial Majeſty ſhou'd be abſent. Where- 
upon leaving Lucca to the Care and Government 
of Pagolo Guinigi, he ſet out under a Convoy of 

Two hundred Horſe only, and march'd to Rome, 
where he was receiv'd by Errico with the higheſt 
Marks of Honour and Diſtinction. He made uſe 
of gentle Methods, and thereby ſoon reſtored the 
Emperor's Authority. His firſt Care was to pro- 
vide a Plenty of all Things, and accordingly cau- 
ſed great Store of Corn to be brought thither from 
Piſa, which he knew would take off all manner 
of Pretence for a Revolt ; after which tempering 


his Correction with Acts of Fayour and Mercy, 


he entirely reduced the Heads of the Faction to 
Errico's Obedience; in Acknowledgment where- 
of he was made a Senator of Rome, and had ſeve- 
ral extraordinary Honours conferr'd upon him. 
On the Day of his Prometion he appear'd in a Ha- 
bit ſuitable to his Dignity, richly embroider'd, with 
the following Motto or Deviceartificially wrought 
in before, HE IS AS GOD WILL HAVE HIM, 
and with another behind in theſe Words, AND 


SHALL BE WHAT GOD WILL HAVE HIM. 


DURIi1NG theſe Tranſactions, the Floren- 
tinet, who were highly incenſed at Caſtruccio 
for ſeiſing on Piſtoia in breach of the Truce, re- 
ſolv'd to wrelt it out of his Hands if poſſible, and 
thought they had then a favourable Opportunity 
for doing it. There happen'd to be at that time at 
Florence among the Exiles of Piſtoia, Baldo Cecchi, 


and Facopo Baldini, both Men of Intereſt and 


Intreague, and as the Caſe then ſtood, ready to 
head any Miſchief. Theſe Men having maintain- 
ed a private Correſpondence with ſome of their 


Friends who remain'd behind, were together with 


n 
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2 good Body of Florentines admitted by Night into 
Piſtoia, which they reſtor'd to Liberty, with the 
Deſtruction of all Caſtruccio's Party; the News of 
which being brought him to Rome, it touch'd him 
to the aki; and made him Poſt away in great 
haſte to Lucca. r . 
THE Hlorentines having receiv'd Advice of his 
Return, thought it adviſable to be before-hand 
with him, and ſtrike the firſt Blow. Accordingly 
they rais'd an Army, and march'd into the Vally 
of Nie vole, of which they thought it neceſſary to 
_ poſſeſs themſelves, that they might facilitate their 
Communication with Piſtoia. Caſtruccio having 
drawn together what Forces he was able, march” 
directly for Moute Carlo, where he had Intelli- 
gence of the Enemies Encampment, and of the 
[lumber of their Army. He was not above 
Twelve thouſand ſtrong, whereas the Florentines 
were Forty thouſand compleat. For this Reaſon 
he thought it not ſafe either to confront them in 
the Plain of Piſtoia, or attend them in the Vally 
of Peſcia. He choſe rather to draw them, if poſ- 
ſible, into the Streights of Saravella, well knowing 
rhat narrow Paſſes are the moſt convenient for a 
{mall Army: 4 55 Lats 5 
SAKAVELLAis a Caſtle ſituate betwixt 
Piſtoia and Peſcia, but on a Hill, which on that 
fide bounds the Vally of Nievole. It ſtands upon 
an Eminence, about two Bows Shot from the 
Road. The Paſfage leading from it down into 
the Valley is rather ſtrait than ſteep, the Declenſion 
being gradual, but not able to contain above T'wen- 
ty Men in Front. At this Place Caſtruccio de- 
ſign'd tof engage the Enemy; as well to give his 
ſmall Army the Advantage of the Ground, as to 
keep them ignorant if poſſible of the 133 2 
„ Tome f um- 
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Numbers of the Hlorentines. Manfredi a German 
was at that time in Poſſeſſion of the Caſtle, of 
which he had made himſelf Maſter long before 
Caſtruccio had ſeiz'd on Piſtoia, and held it by 
Conſent, both of the Inhabitants of Piſtoia, and 
Lucca; either becauſe he obſerv'd an exact Neu- 
trality between buth, or for that he was too ſtrong- 
ly poſted to be diſpoſleſs'd by either. = 

CASTRUCCIO knowing of what Impor- 
tance that Place wou'd be to him, found means to 
gain an Intelligence with a Perſon who lived in 
the Caſtle, by whoſe Concurrence he cauſed four 
hundred of his Men to enter the Night before the 
Battel, who cut Marxfred:'s Throat, and made 
themſelves Maſters of the Place. 

HAviNG thus ſecured to himſelf ſo conſidera- 

ble a Poſt without Noiſe, he endeavour'd to per- 
ſwade the Horentines that his Intentions were not 
to ſtir from Monte Carlo, which Perſuaſions he 
conceiv'd would make them haſten to gain the 
Avenues to the Val de Nievole, and by that means 
draw them into his Clutches. His Plot ſucceeded 
accordingly ; for the Florentines being unwilling that 
Piſtoia ſhou'd be the Seat of the War, but chuſing 
rather to remove it into the Vale, they made a 
Movement, and encamped above Seravalle, ima- 
gining nothing leſs than that the Caſtle was ſur- 

priſed, and purpoſing to paſs the Streights the Day 

following. „ 

CASTRUCCIO having received Notice of 
their Motion drew his Army out of their Quar- 

ters in the dead of Night, and march'd privately 
before break of Day to the Foot of Seravalle. The 
Circumſtance was very odd, for as he marched up 
the Hill on one ſide, the Enemy did the like on 
the other, He order'd his Foot to advance by the 
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common Road, but cauſed a Party of four hun- 
dred Horſe to take to the Left, and file off to- 
wards the Caſtle. 
TE Enemy had a Body of four hundred 
Horſe, which were the Forlorn to their whole 
Army; theſe had no ſooner reach'd the Top ofthe 
Hill before they fell in unawares with Caſtruccio's 
Infantry. This was an exceeding great Surpriſe 
to them, for they never imagin'd the Enemy cou'd 
come that way to meet them; ſo that before they 
had time to form themſelves, they were forc'd to 
engage tumultuouſly, and in Confuſion, with the 
Enemy, who were drawn up in good Order. 
Some indeed of the Florentize Horſe behaved 
themſelves well, but the Noiſe of ſo unexpected 
an Engagement being diffuſed through the Army, 
put all into diſorder. The Horſe and Foot fell 
foul upon each other, and both upon the Baggage; 
the Officers military Experience became uſeleſs 
from the want of Ground, and the ſtreightneſs of 
the Paſs confounded all their Cunning. The firſt 
Troops that were charged by Caſtruccio on the 
Top of the Hill were routed at the firſt Attack, 
not ſo much through the want of Courage, as 
from the Incommodity of the Place, and the 
ſtrangeneſs of the Surprize. In ſhort, they were 
conſtrain'd to give Ground, tho* there was no 
way left for themto run ; the Mountains werein- 
acceſſible on the Flank, the Enemy were in the 
Front, and their own Army.in the Rear. Ca- 
ſtruccio immediately upon the firſt Charge, which 
could not make much Impreſſion upon the main 
Body of the Enemy, detatch'd a Party of Foot to 
join the Horſe poſted in the Caſtle. This was his 
Body of Reſerve, who got Poſſeſſion of the Hills, 
and falling upon the Florentizes in Flank, om 
| them 
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them to give Ground, which they did when they 
found it impoſhble to contend at the ſame time 
with the Incommodities of the Place, and Fierce- 
neſs of the Enemy. The Rear-guard ran to the 
Plain which looks towards Piftoia, where they 
diſperſt, and every Man ſhifted for himſelf. | 
T' nE Victory was bloody, and compleat ;and 
great the Number of Priſoners, among whom 
were many of their Principal Officers, particu- 
larly Bandino di Roſſi, Franceſco Brunilleſchi, and 
Giovanni della Toſa, three noble Florentines, as 
likewiſe ſeveral Taſcaus of the firſt Rank, and 
many Neapolitans, Who by the King's Permiſſi- 
on and Order enter'd into the Service of the 
Florentiues. | 3 

Ureon the firſt Intelligence of this Defeat, 
the Piſtoiant forced the Faction of the Guelphs 
out of the City, and ſent their Keys to Caſtruc- 
cio, who purſuing his Victory, poſſeſt himſelf 
of Prato, and all the Towns in that Plain on 
both ſides the Arno. 1 e 
Wnuk this was done, he march'd his Army, 
and encamp'd in the Plain of Peretela, about 
two Miles diſtance from Florence, whete in the En- 
joyment of his good Fortune, he remained ſeveral 
Days inſulting the City, dividing his Spoils, and 
coining Money, whereby he did in an Oſtenta- 
tions manner exerciſe a Sovereignty in their Ter- 
ritory and Juriſdiction. He generally obliged 
his Soldiers to obſerve an exact Diſcipline, but 
now he relax'd of his uſual Severity, and gave 
them Liberty to inſult as they pleas'd over the 
conquer'd ; and to make his Triumph the more 
odious and ungrateful to them, he cauſed na- 
ked Women to run Courſes on Horſeback un- 
der the very Walls of the City. However he 
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was not himſelf ſo wholly taken up with this 
Gallantry and Oſtentation, but that he made it 
rather ſerve for a colour to hide his greater De- 
ſigns; for during theſe Amuſements, he found 
means to draw into his Intereſts Lapacci, Freſco- 
baldi, and ſome other Gentlemen of Note in 
the Town, who undertook to open to him one 
of the Gates, and bring him into Florence in the 
dead of Night; but the Plot was ſeaſonably diſ · 
3 and the Conſpirators deſervedly puniſh- 
Ed. | | 
IN the mean time the City was ſo ſtraitned, 
that the Inhabitants finding they had no other way 
of preſerving their Liberty left, ſent Ambaſla- 
.dors to the King of Naples, with Offers to engage 
their City to him, and throw themſelves into his 
Arms for Protection. This Offer did not only 
tend very much to his own Honour, but to the 
general Intereſt ofthe'whole Party of the Gzelphs, 
who could not otherwiſe ſubſiſt any longer in 
Tuſcany. Wherefore having concluded upon 
the Terms, by which the Horentines were en- 
gaged to pay the King two hundred thouſand 
"lorins annually, he forthwith raiſed a Body of 
four thouſand Horſe, and ſent them under the 
Command of his Son Prince Carlo. | 
D ouRIiN G theſe Negotiations an Accident hap- 
pen'd, which gave the Florentines time to breath in 
ſpight Caſtruccio's Teeth. Benedetto Lanfranchi, 
one of the chief Citizens of Piſa, obliged him to 
break up from before Florence, and poſt away 
thither. This Lanfranchi not enduring to ſee 
his Country ſubje& to the Domination of a 
Lucheſe, entered into a Conſpiracy, wherein it 
was undertaken to ſurprize the Citadel, force out 
the Garriſon, and cut the Throats of all 2 the 
| | OWN 


Caſtruecio Caſtracani of Lucra. 29 
Fown that were in Caſtruccio's Intereſt, But as 
in all ſuch Enterprizes a {mall Number may be 
ſufficient to keep the Secret, but not able to per- 
form the Undertaking, whilſt Lanfrauchi was 
endeavouriny to engage to himſelf more Aſſoci- 
ates, the thing took Air, and the whole Deſign: 
was diſcovered to Caſtruccio. PWo noble Fo- 
rentiues, Ceccbi and Gnidi, who had juſt before 
withdrawn to Pia, were ſuſpected to be guilty of 
that Treachery, which left a blot upon their Re- 
putation. What way ſoever it came out, Ca- 
ftruceio put Lanfranchi to death, baniſh'd his 
whole Family, and left ſeveral of the principal 
Men in Piſa ſhorter by the Head. | 

By this it appearing evident to Caſtracero, that 
the Fidelity of the Towns of Piſa and Piſtoia 
would be always wavering, he made uſe of all his 
Force and Artifice to maintain them ſteady in 
their Duty. This gave the Hlorentines time to 
recover their Senſes, and to expect with Patience 
the Neavolitan Succours, who being in due time 
arrived, a general Gounci1.was Held of the whole 
Party of the Grelphs, wherein it was refotres- 
that the Army ſhould be reinforced, as it was 
accordingly, and they had immediately on foot 
a greater Force than ever had been ſet out at one 
time by that Party, for it amounted to thirty 
thouſand Foot, and ten thouſand Horſe. When 
theſe Forces were ready to march, it was deba- 
ted in a Council of War, whether they ſhould 
begin with the Siege of Piſtoia, or Piſa, and it 
was carry'd for the latter; becauſe it was ima- 
gined from the late Conſpiracy of the Piſaus that 
there ſtill remain'd among them a Diſpoſition to 
revolt; beſides, it was reaſonably judged that the 
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Conqueſt of Piſa would neceſſarily bring along 
with it that of Piſtois. e 
IEE Campaign was opened in the beginning 
of my 1328. Laſira, Signia, Monte Lugo, and 
Empoli fell immediately into their Hands, and 
they advanced in order to beſiege San Mixiato. 
Caſtruccio, inſtead of being in the leaſt diſcom- 
poſed either at the Number of their Forces, or 
the Swiftneſs of their Progreſs, believ'd Fortune 
had now put into his Hands a favourable Oppor- 
tunity of acquiring the Soveraignty of all 7u/- 
cany. Wherefore judging that this Attempt up- 
on Piſa would ſucceed no better than their De- 
ſign had done before at Seravalle, he went and 
entrench'd himſelf with twenty thouſand Foot 
and ten thouſand Horſe at Fucechio, having firſt 
thrown five thouſand Foot into Piſa under the 
Command of Pagolo Guinig g. 
IC EC HI is a Caſtle ſo advantagiouſly 
Ktuated, ſtanding upon an Eminence equally di- 
{tant from the two Rivers Aru and Guſciana, 
that there is not a mare important Poſt in all the 
T:ain of Piſa. The Place of Encampment could 
not poſſibly have been better choſen. For un- 
leſs the Enemy divided (which wou'd have wea- 
ken'd them very much) and came upon him in 
two Bodies, they could not poſſibly cut off his 
Proyiſions, which he receiv'd both from Lucca 
and Piſa; and to attack him in his Trenches in 
the Front, would be to engage themſelves raſh- 
ly between two Armies, Cofprnccio's and Pago- 
lo's. If they turn'd towards Pſa, they muſt of 
Neceflity paſs the River Arzo, and leave the E- 
nemy upon their back, which was an Attempt as 
| hazardous as the former. This was the Reſo- 
lution Caſtruccio wanted them to follow; _ | 
the 
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the better to induce them to it, inſtead of conti- 
nuing his Line down to the Bank of the River, 
as he might eaſily have done, he ſhortned it towards 
the Walls of Fucechio, not ſo much to ſecure 
himſelf under thoſe Walls, but to leave the Ene- 
my ſuch an Opening as might tempt them to paſs 
the River. It is certain, that in the whole Art 
of War there is nothing ſo material as the choice 
of proper Poſts and Encampments, and herein 
was Caſtruccio's Maſter- piece. N 
Tre Hlorentines having poſſeſs'd themſelves 
of San Miniato, deliberated in a Council of War 
what was to be done: Whether they ſhould pro- 
ceed to Piſa, or march againſt Caſtraccio ; and 
having well weigh'd the Difficulties on each ſide, 
it was finally carry'd for the latter. _— 
TE River Arno was at that time ſo low as 
to be fordable, tho' not without ſome Hazard 
doth tothe Foot, and the Horſe, whopaſled up to 
the Saddle. At length onthe 1othof June in the 
Morning, the Florentines having form'd their Ar- 
my, began to __ the River with part of their 
Horſe, and a Battalion of ten thouſand Foot. 
Caſtruccio being prepared for any Attempt they 
ſhou'd make, and provided for all Events, com- 
manded a thouſand: Foot to: poſt themfelves up- 
on the Banks above the Paſſage. where the Ene- 
my appear d, and ſentanother thouſand to watch 
their Motions below it, whilſt himſelf advanced 
at the Head of five:thouſand Foot and three thou- 
ſand Horſe, and march'd couragiouſly againſt 
the Enemy, by that time about balf of them were- 
paſſed over. The Florentine Foot were tired. 
through the Difficulties of their Paſſage, and the. 
N of their Arms; and the firit Party of the 
Horſe that had got over, had made the Bottom 
e 04 ſo- 
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fo looſe and unſtable, that the Paſſage was be- 
come impracticable for thoſe that were to fol- 
low; for they either ſtuck faſt in the Mud, or 
flinging their Heels up threw their Riders into the 
River, where many of them were drown'd. Where- 
fore the Florentines perceiving their Attempt was 


not likely to ſucceed there, recover'd the Bank, 


and marching a little higher ſearch'd for a more 


commodious Paſlage elſewhere ; but Caſtruccio 


oppos'd them, at what Place ſoever they attempt- 


ed to get over, with his Foot, which being lightly 


arm'd, were every where in an Inſtant, and 


charged them both in Front and Flank at 
once. At the ſame time they made ſuch a hide- 


ous Noiſe with their Shouts, that the Enemies 
Horſe being - frightned there with, or wounded 
with their Darts, either recoil'd back, or flung 
their Riders under their Feet. The Florentine 


indeed who had made their Paſſage, maintain'd 


their Ground with great Bravery, and the Loſs 


-remain'd for ſome time equal on both ſides, 
whilſt the Generals endeavour'd to encourage 


their Soldiers, both with Exhortation and Ex- 


ample. Caſtruccio remonſtrated to his Army, 
that they were the ſame People they had beaten 
before at Seravalle; whilſt the Florentines repre- 
ſented to their Forces, what an Infamy it wou'd 


be if ſo numerous an Army ſhou'd be defeated 
by a handful of Men. eee eee ee 
WHEN Caſtruccio obſerv'd that the Enemy 


did not give Ground, but that many were woun- 


ded and flain on both ſides, he ordered another 
Body of 5000 Foot to advance; and as ſoon as 
they were got up to the Rear of their Compani- 
ons, he commanded thoſe in the Front to open 
to the right and left, and fall back into the nc, 
whilſt 
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whilſt the foremention'd Body of Reſerve poſſeſt 
themſelves of the Ground they, had left open 
for them. Whilſt this was a doing, the Horen- 
tines gain'd ſomething upon them, but being to 


engage with freſh Men they were ſoon repul d, 


and puſh'd into the River. As for the Horle, no 
Advantage was to be obſerv'd on either ſide. 
For Caſtruccio being ſenſible that the Hlorentine 
Cavalry were ſuperior in Number, he ordered his 


Officers to skirmiſh only with the Enemy, and to 
avoid if poſſiple a cloſe Engagement; for de- 


pending upon his lIufantry, he propoſed after 
they had got the better, to join both Horſe and 
Foot, and fall with united Forces upon the Flo- 
rentine Cavalry, and the Event anſwer'd his 
ExpeRations. | 1 
THE Florentine Officers obſerving how dif- 
ficult it was for their Horſe to paſs, order'd the 
Foot to try another Paſſage higher than the firſt, 
and attack Caſtruccio in Flank ; but the Bank on the 
other tide being ſteep, ana unſtable, and at the 
fame time defended by che Enemies Foot, they 


were eaſily repulſed, and put into a greater Diſor- 


der than before. I hc Defeat was ſo general, that of 
the whole Army ſcarce a third eſcaped. Several of 

their principal Officers were taken. Prince 
Charles, King Kobert's Son, together with 
Michael Ag nono Falcon, and Taddea dell: Albi zi, 
Commiſſai ies General of the Florentines, eſcaped 
to Empoli. It is not eaſily to be imagin'd which 
was greateſt, the Plunder or Slaughter, tho' 
there tell on the fide of the Florentine, twenty 
thouland two hundred thirty one Men, and Ca- 
ftraccio's Loſs amounted but to one thouſand 
five hundred and ſeventy. Fey 
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BurT now Fortune, who had hitherto atten- 
ded him in all his Enterpriſes, did on a ſudden 
forſake him; and inſtead of indulging him with 
a long Life, which might have ripen'd all 
his glorious Defigns, ſhe grew as it were jealous 
of his Glory, and interpoſed with the. only Ob- 
ſtacle that cou'd interrupt the Proſperity of. fo 
extraordinary a Perſon. PG BE 
_ CASFRUCCTO, tired with the Fatigues of 
the Battle, as painful as glorious, march'd direct: 
ly for the Gates of Fucechio, where he. haſted as 
well to thank the Soldiers as they return'd 
from the Purſuit, as to be ready, in cafe the Ene- 
my ſhou'd rally; it having been always his Prin- 
ciple, that it was the Office of a good Com- 
mander to be ever the firſt and laſt on Horſe- 
back. Whilſt he. was ſtanding there cover'd with 
Sweat, and panting for Breath, he was aſſaulted 
by a blaſt of Wind, ſpringing from the other 
fide the Arno, whofe peſtilential Quality ſo af- 
fected his Blood, that he fell immediately into a 
cold fit of an Ague, which through his Neglec 
of it proved Mortal; for the Night following 
his Fit increaſed, and his Feaver grow ſo vio- 
lent, that his Phyſicrans gave him over. 
Tuis unexpected Diſaſter cauſed an univer- 
ſal Sorrow in his Army, and made his trium- 
phant Troops look as if the Enemy had been 
victorious. Caſtruccio finding his End approach- 
ing, cauſed Pagolo Gaivigi to be called to him, 
and taking him in his Arms, he ſpake to him in 
the following Manner. Had 1 imagin'd, my dear 
Son, that Fortune ond thus have cat me ſhort 
iu the midſt of the way that conducted me to 
rat pitsh of Glory, which my many Actions 
and furinuate Succeſſes had promis'd me; I fond 
| 5 baus 
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bave taken a Courſe leſs turbulent to my ſelf, and 
geſlibly have left your Territories not ſo large, but 
I fhox'd have endeavoured to have render d them 
more quiet by creating fewer Enemies to my ſelf, 
and leſs Envy to you. I ſhowd have been ſatis- 
fied with the Sovereignty of Lucca, and Piſa ; and 
inſtead of 2 the Congueſt Piſtoia, and 
provoking the Florentines to be my Enemies, I 
Hou d have endeauour' d. by all poſſible Means to 
have gained the Friendſhip both-of the one and the 
other; and tho! this won'd not have tended to the 
lenugthning of my Days, yet it wou'd at leaſt have 
made them more happy, and left to you a greater 
ſpare of Eaſe and Security. But Fortune, who. 
will have the Conduct of all humane Affairs, nei- 
ther gave me ſo much Judgment as was requiſite 
to know. her, nor ſo much Time. as was. ny te 
conquer her. You have heard from many, what I 
my ſelf never deny d, in what manner I came mts. 
your Father's Houſe ; young, inconſiderable, with- 
ont the leaſh Hopes of advancing my ſelf, or ſatis-- 
Jying the Ambition of my Nature. Your Father: 
9ught me up with the ſame Care aud Tender 
neſs, as if I. had been his own;. ſo that if ever J. 
have given any 1 of Valour and Magna- 
nimity, tbey are but the. Effects of his great Ex- 
ample, and it muſt be acknowledged that the gene- 
rous Education I received from him, has conducted 
me to that Height, which not only you but all 
the World has admired. Upon his Death-bed he 
committed to my Faith, both your Perſon and For- 
tune. I have not betray'd his Confidence in any, | 
thing, nor can you complain that my Generofity. 
bas not been. dab, zo his; my Heart does not. 


| 

| 
reproach me with Iugratitude. I. have uot. only 
preſerved.ta you what was left you by Jour Father, 

| 

| 
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but that the Fruits of my Labours and Succeſſes 
might alſo deſcend to you, I have declin d all O- 
vertures of Marriage, leaſt oy having Children 
of my own, my natural Affection for them ſpou'd 
bave deſtroy d my Friendſhip for you, and leſſen'd 
the Acknowledgments T owe to his Bounty. I leave 
you Maſter of a State very puiſſant and extenſive, 
which gives me much Satisfaction; but then 
leave it you incumber'd and embroiÞd, which adds 
much toe my Afiidtion. Lucca 1s yours, but you 
may aſſure your ſelf, it is not eaſy under its Sub- 
jection. Piſa likewiſe 15 yours, but Fraud and 
Inconſtancy are natural to that People. And th? 
they have often been ſubdued, and paſſed from one 
Servitude to another, vet they will always diſdain tobe 
 wnder the Dominion of a Native of Lucca. You ought 
10 rely upon Piſtoia leſs even than the other two. 
Zi hey are a People divided among themſelves, and 
the 1ll Treatment theyhave received will alwaysmake 
them averſe to our Family. The Florentines are 
your Neighbours, but mortally offended at me, by 
whom they have been perpetually worſted, but not 
broken. They will grow inſoleut at the News of 
my Death, and triumph more than if they had con- 
quer*d all Tuſcany. Theſe are your Enemies; and as 
for Friendſhips, you muſt expect none but from the 
Emperor, or the Princes of Milan; nor wound I 
have you at any time depend upon their Aid or 
Aſſiſtance, they are either too ſlow, too buſy, or 
too remote. Deveud not therefore on any thing but 
your own Conduct, the Renown of my Exploits, 
and the Reputation of my late Vittory, which if 
prudently managed may be a means of bringin 
the Florentines zo Accomomdation, to which their 
Fears without doubt at preſent incline them. Let 
your Conduct with reſpect to them be for the 
. Future 
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future . from mine; for as I always con- 
fider'd them as my Enemies, and thought it a point 
of Honour to keep them at Defiance, do you on the 
contrary court their Friendſhip, as the ſureſt means 
for your own Intereſt and Security. Nothing in 
this World is of ſo much Importance, eſpecially to 


| thoſe who are at the Helm of Affairs, as to 


knew our ſelves, and ſu to adapt the Temper of the 
Mind to the Circumſtances of the State we govern, 
as td make a right Application of both. Me are 
ſtudionfly to cultivate the Arts of Peace, when 
either our own Diſpoſutions, or the Situation of 
our Affairs, render us unfit for martial Undertak- 
ings. My Advice thereſore is, hat you will ſtudy 
to live in Repeſe; and if you fulluw it, you will 


reap the proper Fruits of the Troubles of my Life, 


to the ſweetning of your own. Farewell, my Son; 
I find I am going, and fhall dye with this double 
Sati faction, that as I have left you in Poſſeſſion 
of a large Eftate, ſo I have leſt you Precepts, 
which, obſerv'd, may ſecare ii to you. 
WuEN Caſtruccio had finiſh'd this Diſcourſe, 
he ſent for all the brave and faitbful Officers of 


his Army, as well thoſe of Piſa and Piſtoia, 


as Lucca, and recommended to them the Intereſts 
of Pagolo, and obliged them to take an Oath 
of Allegiance to him; which when they had all 

done, this great Hero ſurrender'd his Soul. Ne- 
ver was victorious Army ſo ſad as upon this Occa- 
ſion, never any Prince ſo lamented, nor any 
Memory fo venerable. His funeral Obſequies 
were honourably celebrated, and his Corps ſo- 
lemnly interr'd in the Church of St. Fraucis in 


Lucca. Pagolo ſucceeded, but not with the 


Virtue and Fortune of his Predeceſſor, for in a 


ſhort time he loſt Piſtoia, and ſoon after 
| | Piſa, 
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Piſa. He did indeed, not without much Diffi- 
culty, maintain himſelf in the Sovereignty, of 
Lucca, which continued in his Family down to 
his Great-grandſon Pagolo. 4 5 

IT appears from what has been above related 
of Caſtruccio, that he was extraordinary, not 
only in his own Age, but wou'd have been 
eſteemed ſo in any former. His Stature was 
ſomething higher than uſual, and his Limbs of 
a regular Proportion. His Aſpe& was charm- 
ing, and he had a Preſence ſo full of Govdneſs, 
that never any Perſon went away unſatisfied 
from his Converſation. His Hair, which he: 
always wore ſhort above his Ears, was inclia- 
ing to red; and at all times wherever he went, 
let the Weather be what it wou'd, he went bare- 
headed. He had all the Qualities requiſite to the 
forming a great Man: he was grateful to his 
Friends, terrible to his Enemies, juft to his Sub- 
jects, and crafty with Strangers; for where Fraud 
wou'd do the Buſineſs, he never troubled him- 
ſelf to conquer by Force. No Man was more 
undaunted when in Danger, or more careful to 
get out of it. He uſed to ſay, Men ought to try 
all things, and be diſmay'd at nothing; for that 
God was a Lover of Courage, becaule he made 
valiant Men the Miniſters of his Jpdgments, and 
corrected the poor-fpirited by. them. He. was. 

admirable at Reparties, which were ſometimes 
ſharp and biting, at others innocent, but face- 
tious. As he was upon all Occaſions ready to 
zeſt. upon others, ſo wou'd he very patiently 
rake the Jeft himſelf. „„ 
H dyed in the forty fourth Year of his Age, 
having in the whole courſe of his Life expreſſed 
au Equality and Steadineſs of Spirit in his good 
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and bad Fortune. And as he has left ſeveral Monu- 
ments of his Proſperity behind him, ſo was he 
not aſhamed to leave ſome Memorials of his 
Adverfity; for when he was deliver'd from Hu- 
guccione s Impriſonment, he order'd the Irons 
with which he had been fetter'd to be hung up 
in the moſt, publick Place in his Palace; being 
willing that Poſterity might know, how Fortu- 
tate ſoever he was in the main, he was not to- 
rally exempt from Diſtreſs. . 
| Tuar which is {til] remarkable is, that having 
equall'd the great Exploits of Scipio, and Philip 
the Father of Alexander, like them he died in 
' the forty fourth Year of his Age, and without 

doubt wou'd have ſurpaſſed both the one and the 
other, if inſtead of Lucca he had been. born 
either at Rome or Macedon. pn, | 
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dinandand Iſabella, King and 82 
of Spain, were preſent at the Siege 
of Baza, there happen'd many En- 


My 0 4 f . 
SR counters; and Actions were per- 


- form'd on both ſides with ſuch e- 
qual Conduct and Courage, that it was hard to 
ſay which had the Advantage. Not but that the 


Spaniards were ſufficiently provided with a 


Number of good Troops, and as brave Officers; 


but the Moors were exceedingly well diſciplin' d, 
and in no reſpe& inferior to the Chriſtians, ſo 


that they made a vigorous Defence, and length- 


en'd 


LE their Catholic Majeſties Fer- 
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en'd the Siege beyond ExpeQation. The Town 
was advantageouſly fituated and in good Condi- 

tion: The Garriſon was mann'd with the Flow- 
er of the King of Grazada's Forces, and the Go- 

vernour was a Perſon of diſtinguiſh'd Valour and 

0 Experience]: which in ſome Meaſure ballanc'd 

lf the gallant Army of the Chritians. The Queen 

| | reſided at Jaen, where ſhe took care to ſupply 

"theſe laſt with Proviſions, while the King com- 
manded the Siege in Perſon. His Troops were 
divided into two Bodies, one of which lay in- 

trench'd before the Town, the other being en- 

| _ camp'd at ſome diſtance to cover the Siege, and 

9 intercept Succours, in caſe they ſhou'd be ſent. 

In the former were the Marqueſſes of Cadiz and 


_— —— * 12 a 4s 


i Aguilar, Don Lewis fernandez Portocarrero, andthe 
4 Commendadors of the Orders of Alcantara and Ca- 
lf latrava, with ſeveral brave Officers and Soldiers; 
\=* the King, with the chief of.the Nobility and Gen- 
il try was in the latter. The two Camps were at 
leaſt half 2 League aſunder to go directly from 
one to the other; but as the Moort had block'd 
| up the Paſſes, they were above a League; fo that 
1 they were forc'd to draw Lines and Trenches 
[ along the Foot of the Mountains to preferye the 
10 Communication. This put the King upon or- 
der ing Forts and Redoubts to be built, as well 
to cover that Work, as to prevent the vigorous 
and frequent Sallies of the beſieged. This em- 
ploy'd great Numbers of Men, and the King 
1 Himſelf often went to fee how they advanc'd. 
J * Txro' the Moors took every Opportunity to 
i} incommode them in their Defign, yet ſtill the 
Works were ſucceſsfully carried on; the Chri- 
ſ#:ans reſolutely defending what they had begun, 
tho? not without the loſs of abundance gyro 
| en; 
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Men; for there ſcarce happen'd a Day in which 
there was not ſome Action, which prov'd fatal 
to many on both ſides: and, as it was a Buſineſs 
of great Importance, the King ſtrictly order'd 
that it ſhou'd be follow'd Night and Day with 
the utmoſt Expedition, and that the Pioneers 
ſhould have a ſufficient Body of Troops to co- 
ver them. e {5 A 
ONE Day, when Don Rodrigo, Don Hurta- 
do de Mendoza the Governour of Cazorla, and 
Don Saucho de Caſtilla were detach'd upon that 
Party, the King ſent an Aid de Camp to tell 
them that they ſhou'd look to themſelves, he ha- 
ving been certainly inform'd that the Moors in- 
tended a very brisk Sally at ſuch a time; and 
therefore he had ſent the Counts of Cabra and 
Urena with the Marqueſs of Aſtorgas to ſupport 
them upon that Occaſion, It fell out according 
to the Intelligence given; for the Moors, who 
were as much concern'd to prevent theſe Works 
as the Chriſtians were to finiſh them, perceiving 
they carried them on with ſo much Succels, 
march'd out in the Night with great Silence, 
two thouſand Foot and fix thouſand Horſe be- 
ing poſted to make good their Retreat; and 
climbing up the Mountain, pour'd down at 
Day-break on Don Rodrigo and Don Hurtado de 
Mendoza, unexpectedly, tho? they had been ap- 
priz'd of their Intention ; and who, without the 
ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance of Don Sancho, and the 
Governour of Caſtorla, who happen'd to be juſt 
art iv'd, had been infallibly cut to Pieces. Theſe 
laſt, whom the Moors took to be more numerous 
than they really were, becauſe they came from 
behind the Mountain, and made a great ſhow 
coming in freſh, renew'd the Fury of the — 
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and gave Don Rodrigo's and Mendoza's Men time 
to take a little Breath. Yet the Moors, tho? for 
ſome time they were daunted, finding theſe Suc- 
cours not ſo conſiderable as at firſt they fancied 
them to be, and having a mind to gain or loſe 
their Point at a Blow while this fair Opportuni- . 
ty laſted, preſs'd on ſo warmly that the Chr:i/:- 
aus muſt have been roughly handled, if the King 
himſelf had not that Moment luckily come in to 
their Relief. He had no ſooner been inform'd 
of this Attack, and of Don Kodrigo's being 
wounded, but he could not be reſtrain'd from 
flying to ſuccour him; for mounting that In- 
ſtant, and marching ſpeedily with his couragious 
Troops, he came juſt in the critical Juncture 
that the Cyriſtians began to give Ground. It 
was then the Courage and Conduct of this He- 
rtoic Prince appear'd; who not only behav'd 
himſelf like a General, but expos'd his Perſon 
like a private Soldier; which ſo fir'd and rais'd 
the Spirits of all thoſe about him, that there was 
not a Man but would willingly have died in his 
Service. . 

Now were noble Inſtances of Bravery exert- 
ed; as well Moors as Chriſtians fighting like ſo 
many Lions: but as the latter were rein- 
forc'd from time to time by freſh Succours, 
the former were at laſt oblig*d to retire: And 
tho' the Detachment from the Town came up 
to favour their Retreat, yet the Chriſtians, ani- 
mated by the Preſence and Example of their King, 
preſs'd them ſo hard, that notwithſtanding they 
were ſo well recruited, they were put to Flight. 
The Chritiaus purſuing their Strokes with pro- 
digious Vigour not only made vaſt Havock a- 
mong them, but mixing in the Crowd, ne 5 
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with them into the Suburbs of Bax a; which, tho? 
a Place of conſiderable Strength, yet had not 
time to ſhat its Gates, and intercept the Pur- 
A 

HERE they made themſelves Maſters of much 
Booty, and took many Priſoners; while the 
King, who perceived into what Danger their 
Fury bad carried them, order'd a Retreat to be 
ſounded, and at the ſame time appointed a con- 
ſidetable Body of Troops to advance in a Readi- 
neſs to prevent their being cut off by a freſh Sal- 
iy from the Town; which had certainly happen- 
ed, if the Governour had found his Garriſon 
+ ſtrong enough for the Execution of ſuch a De- 
ſign. But he judged it would be imprudent to 
- expoſe the Town to the ſame Fate which had 
befaln the Suburbs; and therefore contented him 
ſelf with diſcharging his Cannon from the Walls 
upon the Enemy, that they might not make a 
Lodgment fo near the City. At the ſame time 


he gave a Proof that the Intereſt and Service of 


his King and Country were dearer to him than 
his own Blood; for being inform'd that his 
Daughter had a little before gone to the Suburbs, 
and that twas to be fear'd (he was taken Priſo- 
ner, he made Anſwer, That he had rather his 
Daughter ſhould be taken, than a Place of ſo 
much Importance, which his Maſter had entruſt- 
ed him with, ſhould be loſt; and therefore wou'd 
not permit the Gates to be open'd for any one to 
go to her Relief. | fb 
SHE was indeed among the Number of thoſe 
that were taken, but had the good Fortune to 
fall into the Hands of a young Man of Quality, 
one Don Aloy29 de Zaniga, to whom ſhe was 
rather a Miſtreſs than a Priſoner. He ae rs 
| | . above 
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above eighteen, or at moſt nineteen Years. of 
Age, and this was the firſt Campaign he had 
made, His Perſon was beautiful, and his Tem- 
per ſweet; and in a word, he was as' complete 
a young Gentleman as had ever adorn'd the Ca- 

_ zholic Court. He was emulous of Glory, and 
being in great Favour, with his Prince already, 
took care to improve it upon all Occaſions where 
there was the greateſt Danger; particularly in 

this, where he enter'd the Suburbs with the fore- 
moſt of the Troops, and cut down all Oppoſiti- 
on; till he came to a little Palace which ſeem'd 
to be defign'd for a Houſe of Pleaſure; as in- 
deed it was, and belong'd to the Governour. 
Being reſolv'd to ſee the Inſide of it, he preſent- 
ly commanded his Men to force an Entrance 
with their Battle-Axes: which they had no ſoon- 

er done, but they found ten or twelve Men rea- 
dy to diſpute the Paſs with them; eight of which 
being knock'd down, the reſt took to their Heels, 
and ſav'd themſelves by leaping over the Walls of 
the Garden. I he Houſe was very richly furniſh'd, 
and the Soldiers immediately fell to plundering 
it; but Don Alozzo, whoſe only Aim was Glo- 
ry, contented himſelf with walking haſtily from 
one Place to another with his Sword in his Hand 
to take a view of every thing, and to ſee if he 
could meet with any body to make Reſiſtance, 

but found none. At laſt, coming to an A- 
partment which by the Nobleneſs of its Furni- 
ture ſeem'd to be one of the moſt principal in 
the Houſe, he found a Door ſhut, which or- 
dering ſome of his Attendants to force open, 
they could not do it without ſome Difficulty, it 
being barricado'd behind. This made Don Alon- 
29 ſuſpe& that ſome Body had ehre de 
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ſecure themſelves there; but upon break ing open 
the Door he could find no body. Paſſing on to 
the fartheſt Room of all, and having command- 
ed another Door to be forc'd open, which he 


found lock'd, he heard from within a great 
Shriek, as of Women. Entring, he ſaw five; 


four of which fell trembling upon their Knees, 
all bath'd in Tears, and beg'd their Lives; 
while the fifth, who by a ſuperior Mien and 


Dreſs ſeem'd Miſtreſs of the reſt, ſtood with 
her Back againſt the Wall, holding a Ponyard in 
her Hand. Her Countenance was a mixture of 
Fierce and Tender, and the Terror ſhe was in 


had given it a paliſh Caſt. Upon Alonzo's ap- 
proaching her, ſhe told him in the Caſtillian 


Tongue (which ſhe ſpoke tolerably well) ſhew- 
ing him the Ponyard, that ſhe was reſolv'd with 


That to ſecure her Honour againſt any one who 
ſhould be ſo bold as to attempt it. 
Don ALONZO, who had hitherto been 
free from that Paſſion for the fair Sex which 
young People of his Age are ſo ſubje& to, now 


perceiv'd that he was no longer to efcape it, 


but muſt be contented to fall into the Snare with 
the reſt of Mankind. He had, 'tis true, reſerv'd 
himſelf altogether till now for the Glory of 


Arms; but, as ſoon as he beheld this lovely 


Moor, he was oblig'd to quit his Reſolution. He 


no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon her, who was in- | 
deed one of the moſt beautiful Ladies of the 


Kingdom of Granada, but he felt his Heart 


wounded in every Part where it was vulnera- 


ble. He immediately unhaſp'd and threw up his 
Helmet, and putting up his Sword, approach'd 


her with all the Reſpe& and Courtlineſs imagi- 
nable, telling her, It was * for ſuch charming 
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Ladies as fhe to apprehend any Violence from 
one who had made Glory his Profeſſion, and 
purſu'd it by the Paths of Honour ; that he was 
extremely concern'd he had broke.in upon her 
Retirement; but at the ſame time flatter'd him- 
ſelf, that his good Fortune had conducted him 
to her Apartment, to ſecure her from all future 
Outrages. He intreated her therefore to make 
uſe of that Opportunity, and not to ſtay till the 
Fury of the Soldiers, who but ill diſtinguiſh any 
body upon theſe Occaſions, might put it out of 
his Power to do her the Service he deſir'd. 
Having ſaid this, he offer'd her his Hand to 
lead her out of the Houſe, and at the ſame time 
order'd thoſe that were with him to take care of 
her Women, and ſuffer them to carry with them 
whatever might be for their Lady's Uſe. 

 DARAXA (tor fo was this beautiful Moor, 

. who was the Governour's Daughter, call'd) be- 
ing ſtill under Concern for the Danger ſhe had been 
expos'd to, was not eaſily got out of it, till 
looking up, and ſeeing nothing in her young 
Officer to give her any Diſquiet, ſhe reſum'd her 
Courage, and began to think her ſelf not a little 
happy in having fallen into ſach Hands. But on the 
other fide, when ſhe reflected, that ſhe was now 
a Captive to thoſe who were Enemies to the 
Religion of the holy Mahomet, the could not 
refrain from Tears; ſo that, not being in a 
Temper to anſwer the generous Offers of the 
oung Soldier any otherwiſe, ſhe gave him her 

Hand: and ſuffer'd him to lead her where he 
pleas'd. Don Alonzo, mov'd by the Tears of 
his lovely Captive, ſaid ſeveral things to com- 
fort her; and ſhe, by no means inſenſible of his 
| Civility, 
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Civillty, made ſome Returns, but rather by her 


Action and Geſture, than Words. 

As he was leading her out of the Room, 
Word was brought him, that the King had caus'd 
a Retreat to be ſounded, which oblig'd him to 
make what haſte he could to Horſe. He re- 
ſign'd his own Steed to his fair Priſoner; and 
going to affiſt her in getting up, ſoon perceiv'd 
that ſhe wanted none of his Help. He was con- 
vinc'd that ſhe underſtood the Manage as well as 


any body: For her Father, who was one of 


the fineſt Horſemen in the Kingdom of Graza- 
da, where almoſt every Perſon was a very good 
one, had taken care to have his Daughter early 


inſtructed in that Art; and, her Genius inclin- 


ing to it, he found it no difficult matter to com- 
pals his Deſign, for ſhe took that ſort of Learn- 


ing as faſt as it could be given her, and in a ſnort 


time became! a very compleat Horſe-woman. 
Don Alonzo, with a ſmall Number of his Men, 
which he oe together (moſt of them being diſ- 
pers'd and intent upon Plunder) the beautiful 
Moor and her Women being guarded by them 
on every ſide, led them on towards that part of 
the Army where the King was, which was juſt 
then beginning to be in motion. 
THE King, who was pretty much fatigu'd 
with the heat of the Action and the Weather, 
and had retir'd to ſome neighbouring Shades to 
cool himſelf, was juſt going to remount, when 
Word was brought that Don Alazzo was com- 


ing to preſent the Governor's Daughter to him. 


His Majeſty look'd pleas'd at the News, and 
being of a Temper turn'd for Gallantry, was 
more than ordinary deſirous of the Sight of this 
Lady. Don Ale eing. and ſeeing ſeve- 
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ral of the Grandees ſtanding together, made no 
Queſtion but the King was among them; where- 
upon diſmounting, and deſiring his fair Captive 
to do the like, he took her by the Hand, and 
conducted her into the King's Preſence. His 
Majeſty, not a little ſurpris'd to ſee ſo fine a 
Creature, ſtept forward ſome Paces to meet her; 


when ſhe, who knew very well what Reſpe&t 


was due to a Sovereign, would preſently have 


fallen on her Knees, if the King had not pre- 


vented her. © Sir, ſays ſhe, I could heartily 


— 


& have wiſh'd a leſs diſaſtrous Opportunity had 
* brought me to ſalute your Majeſty, but Fate 
% has order'd it otherwiſe, and I am oblig'd 
&« for this Happineſs to the greateſt Misfortune 
« that could have befallen me. Ferdinand, who 
was a Prince of a great deal of Wit, and, when 
he pleas'd, of no leſs good Humour, omit- 
ted nothing to comfort her, telling her he could 
forgive her calling the firſt day of her Captivity 
a Misfortune; but added, that he did not doubt 
but ſhe would find her ſelf ſo well treated for 
the future, that ſhe would have no Occaſion from 
that time to account herſelf unfortunate. After 
which his Majeſty took Horſe to return to the 
Camp, having, with a complaiſant Air, bid Don 
Alonzo take care of his fair Priſoner, and attend 


her to the Army, where he ſaid a Tent ſhould 
be provided for her and her Women; and that he 


would ſhortly ſend her to the Queen, who 
would not fail to entertain her as ſhe delerv'd. 
When they were atriv'd at the Camp, which 


was not far off, the King gave Daraxa leave to 
write to her Father, and told her ſhe might aſlure 
him from him, that ſhe ſhould be treated with all 


the Reſpect due to her Birth and Quality. The 
; Officers 
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Officers that firſt ſaw this beautiful Moor, having 


cried her up for a Miracle of Perfection, it rais'd_ 


a Curioſity in others to ſee her; many of whom 


could not be contented with a bare View; ſo 


that Don Alenzo's Tent, where for the preſent 
ſhe was entertain'd, became ſo crowded, that he 
was very unealy at it, if not apprehenſive of a 
Rival; which made him vow, that no one, not even 


his deareſt Friends,ſhould be admitted to ſee her for 
the future. This drew upon him abundance of Im 


portunity, which nevertheleſs he deliver'd himſelf 
from next Morning betimes, by conduCting his 
fair Captive to Jaen, where by the 5 Orders 
he preſented her to the Queen. Her Majeſty had 
been inform'd of her coming, by a Meſſage 
from the King, and therefore was ready to re- 
ceive her with all poſſible Demonſtrations of 
Kindneſs; as well upon Account of her Birth, 
by which ſhe was deſcended from the Kings of 


zranada, as in regard to her own perſonal Me- 


rit, of which ſhe had a great deal. The King 
had mention'd her in his Intelligence, as a Per- 


fon.of Conſequence, and ſhe found her to be- 


ſuch; at the ſame time cheriſhing ſecret Hopes, 
that by her means the Governor might be wrought 
upon. to ſurrender the City, and accordingly ſhe 
wrote to the King to communicate her Thoughts. 


upon this Matter: But his Majeſty acquainted- 
| an, ſhe could 
never have entertain'd ſuch a ProjeQ; ſince he 


her, that if ſhe had known the 


was one upon whom Nature could never pre- 


vail in any Circumſtance, where it ſtood in 


Competition with his Duty. 
TE Queen, who at firſt Sight was highly 
delighted with this charming Moor, whoſe Eyes: 
ſke-ſaid ſparkled with a brillant Light like Dia- 
ht e monds, 
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monds, was yet extremely pleas'd when ſhe 
came to taſte her Converfation. For her Wit 
and the Clearneſs of her Thoughts were the ſource 


of that Splendor that appear'd in her Eyes, as 
her Majeſty was in avery ſhort time convinc'd. In 


the mean while Don Alozzo, having executed 
his Commiſſion, and it being proper he ſhould 


return to the Army, began to be fenfible, that 


Love, like other things, had its wrong as well 


as its right ſide, and that nothing permanent was 
to be expected from that God, who tho? he be- 


gan with giving us Pleaſure, yet ſeldom left us 
without frequent alternatives of Pain: That he 
made his firft Entry with Charms and Delights, 
but hardly ever went off without Grief and 
Tears. He ſcarce yet knew what Love was, 


and was ſo pleas'd with that little Reliſh he had 
of it, that he could wiſh it might have laſted for 
ever. But he ſoon awak'd out of this falſe 


golden Dream, when he was to part with his 


lovely Moor. He had not yet felt any Agonies 


and Uneaſineſſes, which are the reſult of that 


Paſſion; and was not a little furpriz'd, when of 
a ſudden he found himſelf ſeiz'd with all the 


ſymptoms of that Diſtemper. Theſe attack'd 
him the Night before he was to go to the Army. 
He could hardly believe that Love con'd ſo fud- 
denly reduce him to ſuch a Condition, or that 


his Affection had made ſo great a Progrefs as to 
deprive him of his Quiet, by banifhing him from 


the Sight of his amiable Miſtreſs. But that 
which gave him the greateſt Uneafineſs was, 


that he had not yet made his adorable Charmer 
ſenſible of his Paſſion. Not but that frequent 


Opportunities of doing it had offer'd themſelves, 
and thoſe as favourable as his Wiſhes could fog: 
ker 


Oſmin and Daraxa. 8 


geſt; but whether he wanted Courage, which in 


ove Matters the Braveſt are ſometimes with- 


out, or whether he was Maſter of too little Ex- 
perience upon theſe Occafions, he had never at- 
tempted to diſcover his Sentiments by Words, 
but left them altogether to be gueſs'd at from his 
Actions. Yet, as he was well acquainted with 
Romances, and from them had learn'd that 
Lovers were to ſpeak, as well as think, and 0- 
pen their Minds to their Miſtreſſes, he appre- 


hended Daraxa might conceive an ill Opinion 


of his Breeding, if he left her without doing 
ſomething of this kind. Therefore he came to 
a Reſolution of diſcharging himſelf of this Du- 
ty, and paſs'd the whole Night in meditating 
after what manner it would be belt to do it. 


He conſider'd all Ways, but ſcarce hit upon any 
that pleas'd him; till at length, finding no other 
Remedy, and perceiving that the Sun was up, 


and began. to peep in upon him, he determin'd 
to abandon himſelf entirely to Love, flattering 
himſelf that this propitious Deity would inſpire 


him upon ſo emergent an Occaſion with ſome- 


thing proper to move the Heart of a Lady, whom 
it was impoſſible for any one to love more ar- 
dently and ſincerely than he did. This being his 


jaſt Reſolve, he got up, dreſt himſelf, and went 


to the Queen's Apartment to receive her final 
Commands, at the ſame time asking Permiſſion 


to take leave of his fair Priſoner. The Queen 


had Reaſon to believe, a young Lord, as Don 


Alonzo was, could hardly be two Hours alone 
with ſo beautiful a young Perſon as Daraxa, 
without Love's acting a Part; but yet, having + 


mind to rally him, ſhe ſaid, that what he demand- 


ed was very reaſonable; notwithſtanding which, 
| | | D 4 | ſince 
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ſince the young Lady was committed to her 
Charge, whatever he had a mind to ſay muſt be 
in her Preſence. This was no ſmall: Embar- 
raſment to Don Alonzo, who now plainly ſaw 
and fretted to think that his Meaſures were diſ- 


concerted; yet he would not deſpair, but hop'd 


to bring the Matter about by ſome means or o- 
ther. The Queen having ſent for Daraxa, ſhe 
no ſooner appear'd but her Majeſty began to 
ſmile, ſaying to her, Child (for fo ſhe tenderly 
affected to call her) behold here a young Lord, 
who is more a Captive, and conſequently more 
to be pitied, than you are. He has no Power to 
depart, and go for the Army, till he has taken 
his laſt leave of you. I am his Friend, continu'd 
the Queen, and am fure he won't make a Secret 
of his Love to me, and therefore I deſire that 


what he has to ſay to you may be in my hear- 
ing. Thefe Words made the pretty Moor bluſh, 
who had obſerv'd both in the Countenance and 
Actions of Don Alozzo ſomething more than 
ordinary, but never thought it proceeded from 


any Paſſion. Beſides, ſhe was ſo taken up with 
the Thoughts of her Misfortunes, that ſhe had 
little time to reflect on any thing elſe; and the 
Civilities which ſhe had receiv'd from that young 
Lord were, ſhe believ'd, more owing to his ge- 
nerous and heroic Temper'than any particular 
Liking te had to her Perſon. Her Heart was 


Already prepoſſeſs'd in Favour of another, there- 


fore ſhe was not in a Condition to make Returns, 
in caſe Don Alonzo did love her: However ſhe 
thought her ſelf under a neceſſity of making a 
Reply to the Queen, by telling her, that ſhe was 
extremely oblig'd to that Nobleman for his good 
Opinion of her, as well-as the many other Fa- 

ww vours 
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yours ſhe had receiv'd of him, which ſhe ſhould 
never forget;. but as it was not in her Power'to' 
make any other Acknowledgment, ſhe hop'd he 
would be contented with her praying for him, 
and wiſhing him no worſe Fortune than ſhe had 
met with, if ever it ſhould be his Lot to fall in- 
to the ſame Condition. The Queen made no 
Anſwer, on purpoſe that ſhe might give Don 
Alonzo an Opportunity to ſpeak ;; who, tho” he 
had naturally Courage enough, and had often 
_ diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by his Quickneſs at Re- 
partee, yet was, upon this Occaſion, ſomething 
at a Stand, either becauſe the Emotions of his 
Love were too violent, or he did not care to ex- 
preſs himſelf in the Queen's Preſence ſo freely 
as he would have done. He therefore con- 
tented himſelf with only replying to the fair 
Daraxa, That whatever Misfortunes ſhould be- 
fall him, he ſhould always think himſelf happy: 
to bear the Character of her Champion, and 
which was an Honour he preſum'd to beg at: 
her Hands before he left her. The Queen re- 
ply'd, that the Honour he asked was a Thing 
hardly to be refus'd; and having a Mind to keep 
up the Converſation. in favour of Don Alon 
20's Intereſt as much as poſſible, ſhe added, And 
I fancy Daraxa can give no Reaſon for refuſing 
it. You may be ſure, Madam, reply'd Daraxa, 
I ſhould willingly accept of the Honour of having. 
Don Alonzs for my Champion; but if Cuſtom, 
in this Reſpect, is the ſame among you Chri- 
ſtians, as it is with us, I don't ſee how I can be 
juſtified, if I ſhonld accept of one for that Poſt, 
who is at preſent concern'd in a War againſt my 
King, my Father, and my Country. What you' 
lay, anſwer'd the Queen, feems to have ſome 
Weight in it: but this is a Particular Caſe, and 
e : you. 


"+. 


„ w let e 


you may, without being guilty of any Indeco- 


rum, be civil to one Perſon, tho' an Enemy, 
without failing in the Duty you owe your Conn- 
try; and I dare ſay both the King and your Fa- 
ther wou'd diſpenſe with your Obedience in ſuch 
a Caſe. Don Alonzo thought himſelf mightily 
oblig*d to the Queen for ſpeaking ſo earneſtly on 
his behalf, and as he was going to make his Ac- 
knowledgments, her Majeſty purſu'd the Diſ- 
courſe and ſaid, If Daraxa by this Favour cou'd 


only oblige him to uſe the Moors, which he 


might hereafter take Priſoners, with the greater 


Civility, that might be more than a Ballance for 


the imagin'd Injury which ſhe cou'd be ſup- 
pos'd to do her Country by it; but ſhe ſaid ſhe 
believ'd ſo ingenious a young Lady cou'd not 
want Reaſons to induce her to do a thing which 


muſt needs be ſo much for her Advantage; and 
that ſhe cou'd not think but her ſeeming to be ſo 


much againſt it, was only out of pure Modeſty : 
But ſhe added, that whatever Scruples or Diffi- 


_ culties ſhe might lye under which hinder'd her 


from complying with the civil Requeſt of Don 


Alonzo, the late Obligations ſhe had to that young 
Lord might be a ſufficient Excuſe for any thing 
of that Kind. | 


To Daraxa might poſſibly have very good 
Reaſons for not complying with the Queen's 
Opinion, ſhe thought it more diſcrete to be fi- 
lent, than perſiſt in an obſtinate Refuſal ; ſince 
Silence, which is indeed neither one nor t'other, 
is generally ſuppos'd to give Conſent. But as 
the Queen, who had a Mind to bring the Mat- 


ter to ſome Iſſue, did not think that ſufficient, 


ſhe told the Moor: Lady, It was a Cuſtom a- 


mong the Chriſtian, that when any Woman 


took 
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took a Man for her Champion, ſhe gave him 


ſome Token or other of her good Will, ſuch 
as a Scarf, her Picture, a Handkerchief, a Rib- 
bon, or ſome fuch Thing. And tho? this was 
likewiſe uſual among the Moors, who were at 
that time a gallant People, noryielded in Polite- 
neſs to any Nation upon Earth; yet Daraxa 
fear*'d the Conſequences of this Civility, and 
therefore would have declin'd to do it; but, as 
the Deſires of the Queen were now to carry a ve- 
ry great ſway with her, ſhe could not diſpenſe 
with what her Majeſty had urg'd, and conſe- 
quently found herſelf under a Neceſſity of giving. 
ſomething or other: A Ribbon ſhe thought was 
the leaſt favour ſhe could part with, and there- 
fore taking off a Tiſſue Knot which was part of 
her Head-dreſs, fhe made a Preſent of it to Don 


Alouzo. The gallant young Soldier received it 


with all the Ceremony that the Lovers of that 
time us'd to pay their Miſtreſſes; that is upon his 
bended Knee: And kifling her Hand a thouſand 
Times, he ſwore eternal Conſtancy and Obedi- 
ence to her Commands. The Queen, who was 


_ wonderfully pleas'd with this Scene, being of 
her own Contrivance, told Don Alonzo there 


would from that Time be ſuch extraordinary 
Feats of Arms expected from him, as could 
not but proceed from fo particular a Favour as he 
had receiv'd ; to which he readily reply'd, that 
if Fortune wou'd but furniſh him with Oppor- 
tunities, it would be his Fault if he did not per- 


form all that was expected from him. And : 


then, perceiving it was Time to be gone, he ſub- 
miſſively took his leave of the Queen, and turn- 
ing to the fair Moor, beg'd of her to think of him 
ſometimes; and fo went for the Army. : 

: 1 
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Ix ever Priſoner cou'd be pleas*dgwith Con- 
finement, Daraxa had all the Reaſon in the 
World to be ſo; ſince ſhe could not have been 
better us'd at her own King's Court, than ſhe 
was at that of Queen Iſabella, where ſhe was ſo 
far from being look'd upon as a Priſoner, that 
ſhe was treated with all the * which is uſu- 
ally paid to a Court Favourite. Beſides the Beau- 
ties of her Perſon, the Queen diſcover'd in her 
a Soul exceedingly charming, and a Wit ſo very 
agreeable to her own Taſte, that ſhe could not 


_ endure to be without her. She frequently con- 


vers'd with her even in Politics and State-Affairs, 
of which ſhe gave as good an Account as if ſhe had 
been vers'd in them as many Years as ſhe was 
old, tho? ſhe was not above eighteen; in ſhort, 
ſhe took ſo great a Fancy to her, that tho' there 
was ſoon after an Interview between King Fer- 
dinand and King Mahomet el Chiquito, ſo call'd 
from his Littleneſs ; and tho' the Town of Ba- 
2a had ſurrendred, and this was one of the Ar- 


_ ticles, that the Priſoners on both ſides ſhou'd be 


reſtor'd; yet, ſo affectionately had her Majeſty 
fix'd her Heart on the fair Daraxa, that ſhe cou'd 
not be prevail'd upon to part with her; but to 
ſatisfy her Father, wrote to him with prefling 
Inſtances, that he wou'd give his Daughter leave 


to continue with her for ſome time, promiling 


to be as careful of her as if ſhe were her own. 
The Governour, tho? very loath to part with his 
dear Daraxa, yet conſidering how much it might 


de for her Intereſt to be about ſo great a Queen, 


gave Conſent ;-tho' not without Regret to loſe 
the Company and Conſolation he might reaſo- 
nab! y preſume upon from ſo endearing a Child. 


THE 
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TAE Campaign being now at an end, the King 
reſolv'd to paſs the Winter at Sevi, and ſent 
word to the Queen accordingly. The Court 
was never known to be more numerous and: 
magnificent. Don Alonzo had perform'd abun- 
dance of handſom Exploits ſince he had receiv'd 
the Preſent, and ſhew'd himſelf to be more in 
| Love than ever. Being one of the richeſt young 

Noblemen about the Court, he could rery.well. 
afford Expence, and therefore ſpar'd nothing to 
make his Train and-Equipage more ſplendid. 

No one made ſo beauiſh and gallant a Figure. 
As for Daraxa, he had ſtill the ſame Paſſion for 


her, tho? he heard of Rivals; not that he under- 


ſtood they had received any Encouragement from: 
her. He found, at his Return, that her Reſpect 
was not in the leaſt leſſen'd for him, tho' he 
could not flatter himſelf that it was-increas'd ; 
for the ſame cold icy Heart remain*d, which was 
enough to chill the Ardor of the warmeſt Lover. 
However he had ſome Advantage over his Ri- 
yals, in that he bore the glorious Title of her 
Champion: The Tiſſue Ribbon hung diſplay'd' 
in his Hat; and he affected to diſtinguiſh himſelf 
by the Character of Champion to the fair Moor. 
But all this ſignified but little, fince he was trea- 
ted with an Indifterence equal to the reſt ofthem ; 
except that he had more frequent Opportunities 
of ſeeing and converſing with his Miſtreſs. . And 
this was a Happineſs for which he was oblig'd. 
to the Queen, who willing to contrive a ſure. 
way to keep Daraxa at her Court, was deſirous: 
to make her a Chriſtian and marry her to ſome. 
Spaniard. She thought Don Alonzo the moſt. 
advantagious Match for her, which made her 
look the more favourably upon him. She ; 6a 
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fancied that nothing could work ſo great a 
Change in her as Love, and therefore did all 
| ſhe could to promote that. She only wonder'd 


at one Thing; that whereas the Mooriſh Ladies 


| were for the molt part very ſuſceptible of amo- 


rous Flames. Daraxa ſeem'd almoſt inſenſible of 


them, tho? ſhe had been addreſs'd upon that ſcore 


by moſt of the young Lords of the Court. As 
for Religion, tho' ſhe often diſcours'd her upon 
that Topic, yet ſhe cou'd not find that ſhe was 
diſpos'd to part with her old one for a better; 
therefore ſhe thought it beſt to leave that Affair 


to Heaven, contenting her ſelf in the mean time 


with giving her good Advice, and an unreprove- 
able Example, which were the two only Argu- 
ments that wiſe and pious Princeſs eſteem'd pro- 
per to be us'd upon ſuch Occaſions. In the 
mean time, as ſhe conſider'd that the Generality 
of the World, and eſpecially the Moors, make 
Habit and, Dreſs a great Part of their Religion, 
ſhe endeavour'd with much Application and ma- 
ny agreeable Inſinuations to bring her to exchange 


that of her own Country for a Spa; one; hop- 
ing by that means inſenſibly to draw her on to 


ſomething more fubſtantial and conducive to the 
Salvation of her Soul, being what ſhe chiefly in- 
tended by it. Accordingly ſhe broke the thing to 
her one Day, and told her ſhe wou'd extremely 
oblige her if ſhe won'd comply with one Requeſt, 
for that ſhe had a Mind to ſee her in a Spanijþ 
Habit, fancying it wou'd make a great Alterati- 
on in her Beauty. Daraxa, who, not withſtand- 
ing the Injunctions of her Religion to the con— 


trary, had long ſecretly deſir'd what the Queen 


propos'd, was not in the leaſt backward to com- 
ply with her Majeſty, but rather pleas'd that 
ſuch 
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ſuch an Opportunity had offer'd it ſelf. Accord- 
ingly ſhe conſented without any Hefitation ; and 
Orders were given to ſome of the Queen's Wo- 
men to dreſs her immediately in a Spaniſb Ha- 
bit, but to keep the Matter as private as poſſible, 

that her Majeſty might have the Pleaſure of ſur- 
priſing the whole Court, and even the King him- 
ſelf, with it. She appear'd in it with great Lu- 
ſtte and Magnificence. Her Dreſs was one of 
the richeſt that ever was ſeen; and her own in- 
comparable Beauty and Air gave a ſhining Addi- 
tion to it. She was not long without being di- 
ſtinguiſh'd. Her Charms made her remark'd in 
a particular Manner, beyond all others : and 
there were but few who refus'd to own that ſhe 
was the brighteſt Beauty about the Court; tho” 
among the Maids of Honour, and the reſt of 
the Queen's Ladies, there were ſeveral exceed- 
ing handſom. She was the Occaſion of many 
Diſloyalties and ſecret Treacheries; and yet not 
ſo many as were openly ſuſpected: A Thouſand 

Jealouſies took fire from the Apprehenſions 
which ſhe ſuggeſted ; and her being ſo agreeable 
to the Men, was attended with this certain ill 
Conſequence, that it made her odious to the 
Women. They found every Day new Faults in 
her, and could not by any means agreeto the Merit 
of her Beauty. But what vexed and puzzled - 
them at the ſame time was, the little Care the 
ſaw. ſhe took of her ſelf, and her Indiffe- 
rence for appearing handſom; tho' that is the 
reigning Paſſion of Womankind. She ſeem'd 
to take very little Pleaſure in Dreſs and Orna- 
ments; and if at any time ſhe was obſery'd to 
do it, it was only to pleaſe the Queen. That 
Princeſs, who ſaw ſhe was extremely thoughtful 


and 
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and melancholy, concluded it was only an Ef-- 
fe& of her ſecret Grief for being abſent from her 
Friends, and in a ſtrange Country; and believ'd 
that in giving her Abundance of fine Ornaments 
and Variety of Dreſs, the dear Delight and Foi- 
ble of Women, ſhe might divert her from it, and 
bring her to take more Pleaſurein her ſelf: And, 
from this Opinion,.the Queen was every Day gi- 
ving her ſome new Preſent or other, which conſiſt- 
ed of ſomething to ſet off her. Perſon, and em- 


belliſn her Dreſs. But all this made not the 


leaſt Alteration in her. Perhaps ſhe wore what 
the Queen gave her once or twice, thinking her 
ſelf oblig'd to do ſo in Point of Duty and Grati- 
tude; but after that they were thrown. by, and. 
ſeldom or never appear'd again. Her Humour 
was always the ſame, a ſort of languiſhing, as 
if her Mind was taken- up-about ſometking ab- 


ſent; ſhe ſeem'd to love to be retir'd;. nor was 


it ever obſerv'd that any thing could divert her. 
Nay the Queen was inform'd that ſhe had been 
ſurpriz'd ſeveral times in Tears. This Princeſs, 
who ſincerely lov'd her, was much troubled at 
it but was not able to diſcover the Reaſon of it, 
tho? ſhe us'd all her Endeavours to do it. She 
was however in hopes that Time, which is the 
general Cure for all Afflictions, wou'd at laſt 
alleviate the Cares of this beautiful Maid, in a 
Court ſo full of Diverſions as that of Spain. 
But in the mean time, to contribute ſomething 
that might help to diſſtpate her Sorrow, and at. 
the ſame time to pleaſe and entertain ſo many 
brave Officers as were attending upon Duty or 
etherwiſe about the Court, and had ſo well be- 
hav'd themſelves during the Campaign, the 
Queen propos'd to the King her Husband the 

9 ap- 
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appointing a ſolemn Bull-Fight, and the Sports 
of Cafta's, or, as in ſome Places they are call'd, 
Carouſels and Tournaments. The King readi- 
ly _— to it; and public Notice was given ac- 
cordingly, that ſuch as had a Mind, might pre- 
pare themſelves to it. 5 | | 

THE Melancholy that afflicted the lovely 
Moor was of ſuch a ſort as to be rather increas'd- 
than diminiſh'd by the Acceflion of Honours, 
Plays, and Diverſions. She was in Love; and 
with a noble Perſon altogether worthy of her; 
from whom ſhe had been forc'd away by the For- 
tune of War, ſoon after a ſolemn Vow of eter- 
nal Love and Fidelity had privately pals'd be- 
tween them. Fatal Reverſe ! how different this 
from the ſweet Intercourſe of tender Delights 
which ſhe had promis'd her ſelf, from the moſt 
agreeable and honourable Lover in the World, 
This happy Favourite was a young Lord of 
Granada, whoſe Merit and Valour had been di- 
ſtinguiſh'd upon a. thouſand Occaſions ; he too 
was deſcended from an antient Line of Kings; 
and for his finely turn'd Perſon, as well as the 
ſhining Qualities of his Mind, might vye with the 
moſt accompliſh'd in the Court of Granada. 
They had been acquainted from their very Infan- 
cy; and a cloſe Friendſhip between their Fa- 
thers had furniſh'd frequent Opportunities for 
their Converſation: ſo that this Love of theirs 
was not of a few Years only, but as old as their 
Reaſon; and, as one may ſay, born and nurs'd 
up together with it. But when Daraxa was. 
grown to that Age and Stature which calls for a 

uarded Behaviour from the Perſons of the fair 
ex, and adiſcrete Conduct forbids a too eaſy Ac- 
ceſs to them, thenꝰtwas that their young Hearts be- 

| gan. 
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gan to feel the firſt violent Emotions of Love, 
and to find an. Uncaſineſs in being debarr'd the 
Pleaſure of ſo continually ſeeing and converſiug 
With each other. But yet as they were both ſen- 
ſible of the mutual Paſſion which had grown up 
With them from their Infancy, they were entire- 
Iy free from thoſe inward Conflicts Which ariſe 
from the Difficulties that attend the Diſcovery of 
ſuch a Paſſion. The only Expedient they thought 
adviſable for the preſent, was to ſecure their 
Minds in ſome Tranquillity by a folemn Ac- 
knowledgment and Exchange of their Loves, 
with a Promiſe of perpetual Conſtancy. The 
Fathers of our young Lovers began much about 
the ſame time to entertain in each other's Breaſt 
ſome Thoughts of cementing their old Friend- 
ſhip, by ſtriking up a new Alliance between their 
Children, but had not yet made any Propoſals on 
r | 
_ Ix this Situation was the Affair of Love be- 
twixt this amiable Couple, when Ferdinand en- 

ter'd into the Reſolution of beſieging Baza. And 
he concerted his Meaſures with ſuch Precaution 
and” Diligence, that the Place was inveſted be- 
fore any ſuch Enterprize was ſo much as ſuſ- 
pected at the Mooriſa Court: fo that Daraxa's 
Fatker, who was Governour of Baza, found 
himſelf ſhut up with his Daughter in the Town, 
before he cou'd contrive any Way to ſend her to 
Granada. Oſmin, for that was the Name of Da- 
raxa's Lover, did not want any to adviſe him 
what to do in this extraordinary Conjuncture. 
He conſulted only with Love and Glory ; which 
two noble Incitements of young and gallant 
Minds made him reſolve to get into Baza; and 
if it had been poſſible he had certainly done 55 
| | e 
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He put himſelf at the Head of two hundred 
Horſe, who for the moſt part conſiſted of thoſe 
Friends and Creatures which his Liberality and 
other good Qualities daily rais'd him: who, rea- 
dy to follow his Fortune, were overjoy'd that 
at the ſame time they cou'd acquire Glory, and 
deſerve well of their Prince by fo ſignal a Piece 
of Bravery as throwing themſelves into Baza. 
In leſs than three Hours March they met with 
two ſeveral Parties, both which they encoun- 
ter'd, and entirely defeated : but not without 
ſome loſs on their fide, divers of them _ 0 
kill'd and wounded. A third Party, which attack'd 
them within half a League of the Town, they 
found too ſtrong for People who had already 
ſuſtain'd two Shocks that had been vigorous e- 
nough. This laſt Party conſiſted of fix hun- 
dred Men, who immediately furrounding them, 
calPd out to them to ſurrender inſtantly if they 
expected Quarter. But Oſmin, who did not un- 
derſtand that fort of Language, without lofing 
his Courage or Judgment, form'd his Men into 
a hollow Square, placing his wounded, being fif- 
teen in number, in the Center, having loft ten 
others, who in the two Engagements he had met 
with before died upon the ſpot. In this Poſture 
he expected the Attack of the Enemy; and de- 
fended himſelf fo handſomly for the ſpace of an 
Hour, that in ſpite of the Inequality of Num- 
bers, for ſo long a time the Victory ſeem'd 
doubtful : ſo valiantly did the Moors, animated 
by their gallant Leader, maintain the Fight, like 
Men reſolv'd to dye or conquer. The Iſſue of 
the Action was ſtill doubtful; and tho? many of 
the Moors were flain, there was thrice their 
Number kill'd on the ſide of the Chri/tiary. OE 
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whom the ſurviving ones were ſo diſabled by 


their Wounds, or diſorder'd and broke by the 


Fury of the Moors, that they were juſt upon the 
Point of running away, when a Reinforcement 
of two hundred Men more came in to their Af- 
ſiſtance. Theſe were all freſh; fo that Oſinin, 


Who was dangerouſly wounded in three ſeveral 


Places, found himſelf under a Neceflity of en- 
deavouring to fave the reſt of his Men by ma- 
king the beſt Retreat he cou'd. This he accord- 
ingly did; but in ſo good Order, with ſuch bold 
and frequent Stands, that the CHriſtians did not 
find it praQticable to purſue them very far. At 
length, he got back to Granada with a hundred 
and ten Men, of whom twelve only were not 


wounded. This Skirmiſh was counted one of 
the moſt brisk and vigorous Actions that hap- 


pen'd during the Continuance of the Siege of 


 Baza; and the Name of Oſinin, which was al- 
ready known among the Chr:i/t:ans, became more 
famous than ever. 90 1095 


HAviNG reach'd Granada, he was confin'd 
to his Bed for ſome Time upon account of his 


Wounds. And King Mabomet, to whom he 


was related, came in Perſon to viſit him, and to 
thank him for the Hazards to which he had ex- 
pos'd himſelf; tho? the Action was ſo full of 
Glory that he ought to have congratulated him 
upon it. But this Honour gave him nothing near 
ſo-great Joy as a Letter he receiv'd from his dear 
Daraxa, wherein ſhe told him that the Wounds 
he had receiv'd affected her more ſenſibly than 


the Glory he had acquir'd; that tho? ſhe valu'd 


the Hero in him much, yet ſhe eſteem'd the Lo- 
ver more; and that therefore ſhe intreated him to 
be a little leſs zealous in acquiring Reputation 
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at ſo dear an Expence as the putting his Perſon 
in ſo much Danger, and deſit'd him to ſpare for 
the future as much as poſſible the Effuſion of his 
Blood. She ſent him at the ſame time a large 
embroider'd Handkerchief of her own Work; 
ſuch was the Cuſtom among the Moors, and this 
the firſt Favour of that Kind which ſhe had hi- 
therto done him. . 

OS MIN 's Wounds, bad as they were, 
did not exceed the impatient Ardor of his Love, 
which prompted him to make a ſecond Attempt 
to get into Baza. This time he was reſolv'd to 
ſucceed or dye in his Endeavour, for he knew no 
Medium in this Caſe; he muſt either be near his 
Dear Daraxa in the preſent Juncture, or fink in- 
to the Grave in a languiſhing Deſpair. TheGo- 
vernour of Baza, his Father's Friend, having 
Notice of Oſmin's Deſign, and guefling at the 
true Motive of it, writ to him to diſſwade him 
from the Attempt as much as poſſible, knowing 
how difficult it wou'd be for him to force his 
Way: He let him know how full of Danger 
ſuch an Enterprize was, and how impoflible to 
ſucceed ; the Paſſes being on all ſides ſhut up, 
and the Chriſtians too numerous and vigilant to 
give any Hopes of getting thro'. Yet, if he was 
reſolv'd, he advis'd him to diſguiſe himſelf in a 
Spaniſh Habit, and to ſet out upon a fixt Day a- 
greed on between them, juſt as it grew dark; 
that ſo the next Morning, by break of Day, he 
might get within a Quarter of a League of Ba- 
za; into which he might from thence throw 
himſelf under the Shelter of a Sally, that ſnou'd 
then be made on purpoſe to favour his Deſign. 
The Governour ſent him theſe Advices by one 
of his Domeſtics whoſe Name was Orviedo, mo 
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had been fourteen Years a Priſoner among the 


Chriſtians; and during that Time had acquir'd 
ſo much of their Language, Manners and Cu— 
ſtoms, that he might very well paſs for a natural 
Spaniard, He was alſo perfectly well acquaint- 


ed with the Roads and Situation of the Coun- 
try; he was accompliſh'd in that Sharpneſs and 


Subtlety ſo very uſeful in a military Life, and an 
excellent Horſeman. ſmin, having maturely 
weigh'd the Governour of Baz#'s Advice, and 


beginning to recover his Health and Vigour, by 


which he might be in a Condition to put it in Exe- 
cution, his Father ſpoke of it to the King, who 
cou'd not chuſe but approve of it, knowing wel! 


the Importance of having a Perſon of Oſinin's 
Conſequence in the Town. 
Tais Lover, ſeeing his Deſign ſapported by 
the Royal Approbation, wou'd no longer defer 
bis ſetting out with Orviedo when once the Day 


4 


appointed by the Governour was come. But 


tho' they were both of them extremely well 
mounted, and tho? they rode very hard all Night 
long, yet they were oblig'd to take ſo many Bye- 


ways to avoid the Spaniſh Parties and guarded 
Paſſes, that notwithſtanding all their Diligence, 


the Day began to appear while they wanted yet 


near a League of Baza. They were got into a 
Wood the better to prevent Diſcovery; but ſtill 
as they advanc'd they obſerv'd the Chriſtiau 


Troops ſo very much in Motion, that they cou'd 


not imagine what ſhould be the Matter. It was 
the very Morning of the Sally before-men- 
tion'd; when King Ferd:zazd being gone to the 
Aſſiſtance of his Men, and a Report running 
thro' the Troops that he was in Danger, the 


whole Army march'd to ſuccour and diſengage 


him : 
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him; ſo that the more our Adventurers advanc'd, 


the greater Noiſe they heard from all theſe vari- 
ous Motions. They ſaw, thro? the Trees, the 
Duſt riſing on all ſides, by which they ſaſpeQed 
_ ſome great Deſign was forming, if not actually 
put in Execution. They then began to be appre- 

henfive,that if they quitted the ſhelter of the Wood 
where they were now cover'd, they ſhou'd pre- 
cipitate themſelves into ſome inextricable Diffi- 
culty; yet this they muſt neceſlarily do to paſs 
into another that lay about a Quarter ofa League 
diſtant, and touch'd upon the Place of Rendez- 
vous appointed by the Governour for throwing 
themſelves from thence into the Town. But 
that Gentleman had not foreſeen that his Deſign 
ſnou'd be diſcover'd, that the Chriſtians wou'd 
be-exceeding diligent in ſuccouring and ſupport- 
ing their engag'd Men, nor that Oſmin's Arrival 


ſhou'd be retarded with ſo many Obſtacles as he 
actually found in his Way. Orviedo, like an expe- 
rienc'd old Soldier, was of Opinion that Oſnin 


ſhou'd advance no farther, but that he ſhou'd ra- 
ther permit him to go alone on Foot to inguire 
a little into the Poſture and Diſpoſition of Things, 
and even to try, if it were poſſible to get into 
the Place, and inform the Governour where 


Oſmin was, that the ſafeſt way might be con- 
triv'd for receiving him into the Town. Oſmiu, 


who knew him to be a Mah of good Senſe, and 
one that had been us'd to ſuch Difficulties, and 
ſeeing at the ſame time himſelf that this was the 


propereſt Courſe to be taken, acquieſc'd in his 


Advice; and it was agreed between them, that 


if Orviedo did not come back within two Hours, | 
that ſhou'd be the Signal that he was got ſafe 
into the Town, and that all Things were ready 


for 
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for Oſinin's getting in alſo. Orviedo being gone, 
the Time began to ſeem tedious to the expecting 
Lover; and, ſo ſoon as he cou'd reaſonably 


ew that the two Hours were elaps'd without 
is Returning, he was too impatient to wait any 
longer; ſo taking the direct Road, both as near- 
eſt and leaſt liable to Suſpicions, he came within 
a Quarter of a League of Baza without any ill 


Chance; when, on a ſudden, he ſaw a great 


Number of Moors running down the Mountain 
in much Diſorder, and like Men that fled. ' This 
ſurpriz'd him extremely: He immediately ſpur'd 
his Horſe up towards them to inform himſelf, 
not knowing but poſſibly it might be a Sally or- 


der'd by the Governour in his Favour ; but he 
narrowly eſcap'd being kill'd by them: For tho? 


they were Moors, yet being deceiv'd by the An- 
dalufian Habit which he wore, they took him for 
a Spaniard, and fir'd upon him accordingly. By 


good Fortune, an Officer, who was at the Head 


of this Body, and was known by Oſinin, hear- 
ing himſelf call'd by his Name, knew the 


Voice, and made a Sign to his Men to for- 


bear firing. This Officer wonder'd to find 0/- 
min there, and in a Chriſtian Dreſs, but told 
him in few Words what had happen'd; that the 
whole Spaniſh Army had fall'n upon two or 
three thouſand of the Garriſon, who had made a 
Sally, and had cut off moſt of them; and purſu- 
ing the reſt to the Suburbs had enter'd the Gates 


along with them, to the Number of about three 


thouſand Chriſtians, and were plundering the 
Place. That King Ferdinand, with the main 
Body of his Army, was not aboy a Quarter of 


a League off, and that there waseno Thoughts 


of getting into the Town, it being certain that | 
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whoever attempted it muſt either be kill'd or 
tak en Priſoner. | 
MIN heard this News with the utmoſt 
Grief and Concern; he ſaw plainly, that in the 
preſent Junctute of Affairs, there was nothing 
for him to do, but go back again to Granada; 
and that he could not be ſecure, unleſs he im- 
mediately took ſome other Meaſures than ſtaying 
in the Place where he was He therefore Tallied, 
as well as he could, theſe broken Troops, and” 
making up a Body of about three hundred Men, 
retreated -by 'the Way that he came, more ſe- 
verely afflicted with only Grief now, than he 
had been the firſt Time with all his Wounds; 
for his Trouble was aggravated by the Mortifi- 
cation of having been ſo near Baza, Without a 
Poſſibility of getting into it. N 
Tris News much alarm'd the Court of the 
Mooriſh King; tho' the Garrifon had, upon this 
 Occation, behav'd themſelves with all the Bra- 
very imaginable. The C5riſtraus had indecd 
paid dear tor all-the Advantages their Numbers 
had given them over the Moors, there being 
kiiPd, as well before as after Ferdinaud's com- 
ing, abundance of Men of conſiderable Rank. 
Dut (till the King of Granada had all the reaſon 
in the world to believe, that after ſo violent a 
Shock the Garriſon muſt of neceflity be very 
much reduc'd, and the Place not capable of 
holding out much longer. 90 that, in truth, 
his Unealinets was but too well grounded, ſince, 
if Baza were taken, he ſhould have no conſide- 
rable Town able to endure a Siege left, except 
only the City of Granada, the Metropolis of his 
Kingdom, aud his laſt Refuge. 
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reliſt the unequal Force of fo violent a Griet. 


ALL the AMoriſh Court, following the King's 
Example, was fill'd with Grief; but that of C 
min, far exceeded every Body's. Deſpair ming- 
led with his Sorrow; and there was no Hopes 
that he could poſſibly ſurvive it, unleſs, let 
what would come of it, he made a third At- 
tempt to throw himſelf into Baza. Soon after 
his Return to Grazada, there came News, that 


the Chr:i/t:ans, leeing themſelves expos'd in the 
Suburbs to all the Fire of the City, had aban- 
don'd it. This News confirm'd him in his Re- 
| ſolution to try his Fate once more; and he de- 
ſign'd to go the ſame Way again, which he went 


with Orvedio. But juſt as he was preparing to 


take Horſe, Orviedo arriv'd at Granada, with 


an Expreſs from the Governour to the King, and 
a particular Letter for Oſnin. The Sight of 0r- 
vedio rais'd in him very pleaſing Expectations; 


but they laſted no longer than till he had read 


the Governor's Letter; by which he was in- 
form'd of the Misfortune of his Daughter's Cap- 
tivity. It would be almoſt impoſſible to expreſs 


the woful Agony into which this killing News 
threw the unhappy Oſaiz. At firſt, he ſtood as 


fixt and motionleſs as a Statue; the Blow had 


thunderſtruck and aſtoniſh'd him; but as ſoon as 


he came a little to himſelf, and recover'd his 
Spirits, his Soul was agitated with all the Ex- 
ceſſes of Rage and Fury, that the moſt violent 
Paſſions are able to inſpire. A ſtorm of Sighs, 
convulſive Sobs, and piercing Pangs, ſeem'd to 
tear his Heart intoa thouſand Pieces, which melt- 
ed all that ſaw him into the moſt relenting Ten- 
derneſs, and made them almoſt afraid that his 
Life was in danger. Nor indeed could he long 


His 


— 
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His Body, worn away by grating Sorrow, and 
wanting the neceſſary Recruits of Food and Reſt, 
was ſoon reduc'd ſo low, as put it out of his 
Power to atfli&t or lament himſelf. He fell in- 
to a Fever, and grew exceſſive weak: and in- 
ſtead of violent Agitations, and raging Tranſ- 
ports, he became to very infirm and languiſhing, 
that his Death was hourly expected. The Phy- 
ſicians had given him over, and all his Family 
were now in the utmoſt Affliction for him; 
when Love, that powerful Worker of Miracles, 
a Doctor of greater Learning and more Suc- 
ceſs than any among the whole College of Phy-? 
ſicians, in Diſorders of this nature, happily ſug- 
geſted to him a Thought, the very Contempla- 
tion of which cuuld not chuſe but reſtore him 
to his Health, and in ſome meaſure recall the 
tormer Peace and Quiet of his Mind. He re- 
volv'd this Expedient ſo continually in his Ima- 
gination, and long'd fo impatiently to be trying 
the Succeſs of it, that at laſt he fully perſuaded 
_ himſelf he could not fail in the Execution of 
it. From that Moment he began to recover ; 
the Ardour of his Deſires, and the Strength of 
bis Belief, in a ſhort time reſtor'd him to his per- 
fect Health: And he no ſooner found im- 
ſelf able to ſit his Horſe, but he imparted his 
Deſign to Orviedo, who had never ſtir'd from 
him during his Indiſpoſition, and whoſe Service 
would be peculiarly uſeful to him in this Affair. 
Baza had been ſurrender'd; and there was cer- 
tain Advice, that Ferdinaud (to ſmooth over 
and diſguiſe his Politics againſt the enſuing Cam- 
paign) was gone to paſs the Winter at Sevi with 
the Queen. It was well known at Grazada, 
how much Daraxa was in Favour with that 
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Princeſs; and therefore Oſ/mir concluded ſhe was 
to be met with in the ſame Place. Upon this 
Reflection, he reſolv'd that Orviedo and himſelf, 
being habited like Audaluſian Gentlemen, would 
go to Sevi; where in the confuſed Medley 


there muſt needs be, and both of them ſpeaking 


Spaniſh, he had Reaſon enough to conclude 


that it would be no eaſy Matter to diſcover them 


to be Moors, and indeed not very probable that 
they ſhould be at all regarded. of 
ORVIZEDO, who was naturally prompted 


by his own enterprizing Genius, which never 


ſtuck at Difficulties, came readily into our Lover's 
Opinion, yet equally from Complaiſance, as well 
as Inclination. T hey had Span/fp Habirs ready; 
ſo taking two of the beſt Horſes in Oſinin's Sta- 
bles, and a ſufficient Quanticy of Gold and Jewels, 
they ſet out from Grazada in a calm ſerene Night 
very privately, taking their Road over the tair 
Plain which leads directly to Sevil. They ex- 
pected to meet with ſome incommoding Acrci- 
dents, in paſſing through ſo many Places where 
the Chriſtian I roops were quarter'd : But by good 


Fortune, they met not with the leaſt Interrup- 


tion, till the next Day at Noon, when, within 


a League of Loxa, they were unluckily obſerv'd 


by the grand Provoſt of the Chr:itian Army, accom- 
panied with his Guards. He was in Purſuit of 
ſome Deſerters, when he eſpied theſe two Horſe- 
men, who tho' they made very little Appearance 
of Deſertion, yet he could not but perceive them 
too well mounted for an Equipage, which in all 
other Reſpects ſeem'd plain enough. He call'd 
to them to ſtand and give the Word, and bid 


them tell whence they came, and whither they 


Were 
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were going. Both Oſmin and Orviedo were 
a little contounded at theſe rough Demands, but 
ſeeing. themſelves all of a fudden ſurrounded by 
theſe Fellows, with ſo many Carbines preſented 
at them, they found it impoſſible to attempt to 
ride off, and thought it would be very abſurd to 
run themſelves into certain Death, by a vain 
Oftentation of unſeaſonable Bravery. It there- 
fore falling to Orviedo's Share, who was foremoſt, 
to manage the Point; he told the Provoſt, they 
belong'd to the Marqueſs of Aſtorgas, and were 
going to Sevil upon ſome Butinets they had at 
Court; upon which the Provoſt requir'd to ſee 
their Furlo. Orviedo pretended to look for it, 
but not finding it, the Provoſt reſolv'd to carry 
them back to the Poſt from whence they ſaid 
they came. This Reſolution, as one may very 
well gueſs,. was by no means agreeable to / 
min's Wiſhes; but he knew very well the Secret 
to mollify theſe ſort of Men. He drew from 
one of his Fingers a very fine Diamond Ring, 
and handſomely letting its Beauty and Luſtre 
ſparkle in the Provoſt's Eyes; I am certain, Sir, 
ſays he, addtreſſing himſelf to him, you are too 
much a Man of Honour, to make me miſs the 
Opportunity of an Employment which I am 
going to ſollicit at Court: Pray let me prelent 
you with this Ring, and have your Leave to par- 
ſue our Journey. The Provoſt immediately 
fixd his Eye upon the Diamond, and under- 
ſtanding well the Value of it, was at the ſaine 
time charm'a and ſurpriz'd with ſo agreeable a 
Preſent. He was now full of Excuſes for having 
hinder'd their Journey; and utter'd a Profuſion 
of Civilities, which min could well have ſpar'd 
E 3 | him; 
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him; and by a further Exceſs of Compliment, 
he would needs guard them to Loxa with his 
Men. Oſm:a did all he could to prevent it, but 
*rwas impoſſible; the conceited Provoſt thought 
himſelf oblig'd to convince ſo generous a Per- 
ſon, how ſenſible he was of his Favours, and 
that he was not ungrateful. When they came 
in Sight of Loxa, the Provoſt redoubled the 
Offers of his Service, and Oſmin his Returns of 
Thanks; at laſt they made an end of their Com- 
3 to the great Satisfaction of our two 
Adventurers, to whom the Company of theſe 
Vermin had not been very agreeable; ſo at laſt 
they got ſafely clear of them. Fu | 
 Tar1is was the only Rub which they met 
with in their Way to Seri/; where being arriv'd, | 
_ they judg'd it proper, in their Circumſtances, to 
to take up their Lodging in the Suburbs, on the 
other ſide of the River e, as the moſt 

rekir'd, private, and quiet Part of the Town. 
But every Corner was ſo crowded, ſo throng'd, 
with the Equipages of People of Condition, that 
even in that commonly negleced Quarter they 
had much ado to get any tolerable Accommoda- 
tion. It was juſt at the very nick of Time, when 
the Court was moſt intent upon their Prepara- 
tions for the approaching Feſtival of the Bull- 
fighting, it wanting now but a Week to the time 
of that Solemnity : And the City of Sevi/ was 
almoſt wholly employ'd in getting ready the ſe- 
yeral Suits of fine Furniture and Cloaths, for 
the Ladies, as well as Gentlemen. Our Moors 
were no ſooner arriv*d, but they were inform'd 
of all the News, by means of the Domeſtics of 
ſeveral Court Lords, with whom their Inn was 
fill'd, as were indeed all the reſt of the Inns jo 
f | the 
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the Town. There was ſcarce any Talk but this 
Feaſt was the Subject of it ; and as Servants are 
renerally better acquainted with the common 
Roar of the Town than their Maſters, or at 
leaſt they talk of things among themſelves with 
greater Liberty; Oſmin in ſome Places, and 
 Orviedo in others, by giving attentive Ear to 
theſe Diſcourſes, eaſily and quickly made them 
ſelves Maſters of the moſt noted Tranſactions . 
then in being, either in relation to the Court or, 
the City. Ofſmin, for his ſhare, learn'd more 
than he wiſh'd to know, or more however than 
was conſiſtent with the Quiet of his Mind. He 
had before often made Or viedo relate to him the 
manner of his Miſtreſs's being taken Priſoner by 
the Chri/tians, This faithful Servant had attend- 
ded her into the Suburbs; whither, againſt every 
Body's Judgment and Intreaties, ſhe would needs 
go, to give the greater Proof of her earneſt Zeal 
to meet that dear Lover, who, as Orviedo had 
told her, was every Moment expected at Bax a. 
Orviedo was in the ſame Garden where Daraxa 
was amuſing herſelf in expectation of the Arri- 
val of her belov'd Oſuin, when Don Alonzo had 
caus'd the Garden Gates to be broken down, 
But then, not able to oppoſe ſuch Numbers, and 
ſo ſuperiour a Force, he artfully, under the 
Shelter of his Spaziþ Habit, took Occaſion to 
mingle himſelf among the Throng of Chriſtiaus, 
and to paſs for one of the Gentlemen belonging 
to Don Alonzo, whom he follow'd even into the 
King's Preſence, when that Lord preſented Da- 
raxa to him. After that he made a ſhift to get 
back to Baza, where he gave an Account to the 
Governour her Father of what had happen'd. 
0/min, but too well inſtructed in all theſe Pat- 
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ticulars, and eſpecially in the favourable De- 
{cription given him by Orviedo of Don Alonzy's 


Perſon, and his noble, generous, and reſpectful 


Behaviour to. Daraxa, who could not be infen- 
iible of ſo many Civilities, from a Gentleman 
fo nobly qualified; Oſmin, I ſay, already poſ- 
ſeſs'd with all theſe Ideas, which had made but 
too much Impreflion on his Heart, had no need 
of the further Incitements of Jealouty and De- 
ſpair that he met with, in — by all the 
Talk, which he had among the People with 
whom he had convers'd for that Purpoſe, that 
this ſame Don Alonzo ſtill'd himſelf the Knight of 


the Beautiful Moor; that he had alſo ſeveral 


other Rivals, but that this was reputed to be 


molt in Daraxa's Favour; and that if ſhe turn'd 


Chriſtian, as it was generally believ'd the would, 
the Taik of the Court was that he would marry. 
her. All this was more than ſufficient to ruin 
the Repole of a Lover far leſs paſſionate and 
nice than he. And indeed *twas well for him, 
that he had ſuch a Confident as Orviedo, whole 


| wiiovle Wit and Precaution were {carce able 


% prevent him from falling into that Rage and. 


Paſſion, which had once before brought him 


{0 near the Grave. He endeavour'd to com- 
jort and reaſſure him, by repreſenting the Love, 
the Virtue, the Fidelity of his Mittrets, as inca- 
pable of being ſtain'd with ſuch a Guilt; but 
that it was out of the Power of. one poſſeſs'd of 


10 much Beauty. to hinder herſelf from being 
. beloy'd, ſince it was impoſſible for any one to 


ſee her without being touch'd by her Charms. 
THESE Remonltrances of Orviedo in ſome 

mzaſure caini'd the violent Agitations of this. 

Lover's Mind, but they could not reach. the 


Root. 


{ 
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Root. That which beſt ſupported his Hopes, 
and gave him moſt Strength to bear up under his 
Unhappineſs, was his being at preſent actually 
upon the Spot; and there now preſented its ſelf 
the moſt favourable Opportunity imaginable for 
him to diſcern- and diſtinguiſh the Merit of his 
Rivals, and judge of Daraxa's Carriage towards 

them; from whence he might the better take his 

future Meaſures, as Love or his juſt Reſent- 
ments ſhould inſpire and dictate to him. Re- 
ſolv'd to purſue this Thought, he would by no 


means ſuffer Orviedo to let his Miſtreſs know of 


his: Arrival before the Feſtival, that ſo he might 
the better make his Obſervations. 

IN the mean time, as he was a great Lover 
of theſe kind of Exerciſes, and Combats with 
Bulls, of which the Moors had been the firſt In- 
yentors; and being one of the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt expert and dextrous of all the Gentlemen 


of his Time: in thoſe valorous active Sports, he 


would not loſe ſo fair an Opportunity of ſig— 
nalizing himſelf before ſo great and flouriſhing 
a Court as that of their Catholic Majelties, and 
above all, in the Preſence of his Miſtreſs, who 
was upon this Occaſion to be made ſenfible what 
Diſtinction ſhe ought to place betwixt him and 
his Rivals. He employ'd Orviedo to prepare 
with all Expedition whatever might be fit for 
their Appearance at theſe Combats and Enter- 
tainments : And as no Money was wanting, and 
Orviedo had Orders to ſpare for no Colt, an 
advanc'd Price eafily procur'd good Workmen, 
even in that Hurry of Buſineſs; and rich, magni- 
Acicat, and wellk-fancied a were com- 
pleatly ready for them before the Sports began. 


= Tus 
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TE Day of the Solemnity at laſt arriv'd; 
when ſuch a Profuſion of Magnificence, Riches, 
and Bravery was expos'd to the View of the 
public, as perhaps was never before ſeen. Every 
body exerted their utmoſt Gallantry. Daraxa 
was probably the only Perſon, either in the 
Court or City, who was unconcern'd about it. 
Nothing but an expreſs Command from the 
Queen could have prevail'd with her to dreſs 
above her uſual Manner; and yet ſhe did it with 
aremarkable Negligence; notwithſtanding which 
her admirable Beauty was (till ſo ſhining, as ob- 
ſcur'd the Ladies that happen'd to be near her. 
All things were in order early in the Morning : 
The Streets thro* which their Majeſties and the 
Courtwere to paſsto the great Piazza, were adorn'd 
with rich Tapeſtries, and all manner of fine Em- 
belliſhments; and the Places where the Specta- 
tors were to ſit, were furniſh'd in a very ſump- 
tuous way. Their Catholic Majeſties came 
thither about three a Clock in the Afternoon, 
and ſeated themſelves in a noble Balcony pre- 
pas'd for them. Daraxa was in another on the 
King's ſide, accompanied by ſeveral Ladies; a- 
mong whom werealſo divers Grandees, ſuch as had 
formerly been active upon theſe Occaſions ; but 
now, becauſe of their advanc'd Age, left all 
Pretenſions to the Honour of theſe Combats to 
thoſe young Noblemen and Perſons of Quality, 
who having ſome Dependence upon the Court, 
were ſtudious of giving Proofs of their Merit 
and Worth. The Cafias or Tournaments were 
to be divided into eight Bands or Squadrons, each 
eonſiſting of twelve Cavaliers befides their Lea- 
der, making in all a hundred and four Horſe. 
Of theſe Leaders, four were of the Number of 
Daraxas 
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Daraxa's Lovers, namely, Don Rodrigo de Pa- 
dilla, Don Alonzs de Zuniga, Don Juan d' Ureg- 
na, and Don Diego de Caſtro, all of them hand- 
ſom young Noblemen, of very great Perſoral 
Accompliſhments, and diſtinguiſh'd Merit; but 
the moſt paſſionate Lovers were the two firſt, 
and to them at length the other two gaveup their 
Pretenfions. | 


THe Sports began, according to Cuſtom, with 


the Courſe or Combat of Bulls. The firit that 


was turn'd looſe prov'd none of the fierceſt ; e- 


very one therefore puſhing forward to diſpatch 


him, he was quickly ſtruck down. Our two 
Moors were already preſent at the Place, but not 
pet brought within the open ſquare of the Sports. 

hey flay'd without among many others that 
were alſo on Horſeback, to ſee a little after what 
manner the Cbriſtians manag'd theſe Matters, and 
what it wou'd be proper for them to do, when 
they came within the Liſts. Ir is very natural 


for one to ſuppoſe that the firſt Endeavours of 


Oſmin were to get a ſight of his Miſtreſs ; whom 
he found no Difficulty to diſtinguiſh from the 
reſt, notwithſtanding her Spaniſþ Garb. This 
Change of Drefs ſurpriz'd him with its Novelty, 
having never yet been mention'd to him, and by 
ſeeming to preſage ſome other of greater Con- 
ſequence, for ſome Moments rais'd a Diſquiet 
within his Mind. He gaz'd at her with great 
Attention, and tho? he was at ſome Diſtance 
from her, he cou'd plainly perceive ſhe was much 
alter'd, and that ſhe had not that lively pleaſant 
Air fo very natural to her. Even her Poſture 
expreſo'd a Sadneſs and Melancholy. Whoever 
contider*d her, wou'd have been very apt to con- 
clude that ſhe took little Notice of what paſt 

155 . there, 
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there, ſince ſhe did not ſo much as vouchſafe to 
caſt her Eyes upon the Diverſions ; her Elbow 


was nepligently lean'd upon the Balcony, and 


her Head upon her Hand; letting the ſeveral 
Objects paſs indifferently before her Eyes, with- 
out diſtinctly viewing any, or indeed rather con- 
tidering none of them; for her Mind was ſo 
wholly taken up, that ſhe thought of nothing 


leſs than what ſhe might ſeem to look upon. 


Lovers let nothing be loſt; and tho? all this might 
he variouſly interpreted, yet Oſnin thro? ſome 


Remains of Hope willingly apply'd it to himſelf, 


and drew a ſecret Pleaſure from it, which none 


dut ſincere Lovers, and thoſe too of the moſt 


retin'd and delicate Taſtes, are capable either of 
diſcerning or reliſhing. Theſe pleaſing Ideas, 
aud the tight of his dear Daraxa, ſo abſolutely 
took him up for ſome time, that it was not to be 
wonder'd at, if he had little or no ſhare in the 
Divertion of the firſt Bull: which indeed was 


not very conſiderable, as we obſerv'd before. 


Bur upon letting out the ſecond Bull, which was 

a much more terrible one than the firſt, the 
Shouts of the People rous'd him from the fixt 
Attention he ſtood in under Daraxa's Balcony, 
as a Man is wak'd out of a deep Sleep: When 
caſting his Eyes over the Square, he perceiv'd 
they had to do with a Beaſt, which tho' none of 


the fierceſt, yet afforded Sport enough, and kept 


all his Antagoniſts at a Diſtance. In the mean 
time the Crowd- of thoſe who ſtood near him, 
as well the Gentlemen on Horſeback who be- 
long'd to the Combatants within the Liſts, as 


the ordinary Throng who mob'd it on Foot, 


were furpriz'd that two Cavaliers of their Ap- 


© yearance, in whom they ſaw ſomething of Un- 


common. 
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common, and even Foreign, but yet rmagnifi- ' 
cently equip'd, and in good Order, ſhould re- 
main thus without the Liſts. Are they only 
come hither, ſay they, to ſce the Sport? Don't 

they intend to enter the Square? Are they, afraid 
of the Bulls? and do they carry a Lance only. 
to lend it to ſomebody? After this manner talk'd. 
the Populace to one another, and even utter'd 
their ſaucy Jefts aloud, as upon ſuch Occaſions, 
the vulgar will do, without ſparing any Body.“ 
Oſmin and Orviedo overheard all this Raillery 
without ſaying one Word, nor did they ſtir for. 
all that. They knew very well that there wou'd 
be time enough for them to ſhew what they. 
were, and whether they deſerv'd theſe Re- 
proaches. Oſmin was deſirous to fee an End of 
the Courſe and Combat of this ſecond Bull,. 
which had already diſabled two of the Champi— 
ons. Don Alonzo was the only Perſon who had. 
given him a Wound; but the Blow, which did 
not carry Strength enough to prove mortal, only. 
enrag'd and provok'd the Bull; ſo that the 
Knight was reckon'd very fortunate in bein 
nimble enough to eſcape the Returns of his Ho- 
ſtility; which mifling the Maſter, yet lit upon; 
his Horſe and laid him dead upon the Place. 
Don Rodrigo de Padilla, one of the ſtrongeſt of 
all the Champions, had the Honour of being 
3 and at laſt diſpatch'd this ſecond. 
all. | | 
OSMIN no ſooner ſaw an End of this: 
Courſe, and pecceiv'd they were going to turn 
Out the third Bull, but he gave a Signal to Orvie- 
do to advance to the Bars of the Liſts, and defire 
Admiſſion ; which was granted as foon as ask'd; 


both. 
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both Knight and Squire making too conſiderable 
a Figure for any Scruple to ariſe about their be- 
ing quality'd to enter the Liſts, and take their 
ſhare in the Combats. During the time they 
ſtood among the Crowd, they had been but ve- 
ry little minded, except by thoſe juſt round a- 
bout them, whoſe Sport and Jeſt they had been; 
but they were no ſooner got within the Liſts, 
when the Eyes of all the Spectators were turn'd 
upon them, and there was a general Silence for 
a time as if on purpoſe to conlider them, as well 
| becauſe of ſeveral remarkable Singularities which 
they expreſs'd in the noble Faſhion of their Ap- 
pearance, as by their equally courtly and war- 
like Mein, and the Richneſs and Splendor of 
their Arms, and of their whole Equipage ; and 
Oſmin in particular, who juſtly paſs'd for the 
moſt graceful Horſeman among all the Moors, _ 
and the moſt expert in the Accompliſhment of 
riding. Both their Faces were cover'd with a 
blue Crape, as deſiring to remain conceal'd ; 
which excited every Body's Curioſity to know 
who they were. The Squire bore his Maſter's 
Lance after a Manner different from what was 
us'd in Spain; and the Knight wore upon his. 
left Arm, a large Handkerchief, in the manner 
of a military Scarf, embroider'd after the Faſhi- 
on of the Moors; which was another DiſtinQi- 
on quite different from the Gallantries us'd a- 
mong the Spaniardt; from all which it appear'd 
that they were either real Strangers, or had a 
Mind to be thought ſo: But no Body in the 
whole Aſſembly ever once ſuſpected that they 
were Moors. Ferdinand was one of the firſt 
who had his Eyes upon them; he made the 
Queen preſently take Notice of them; and both 


King 
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King and Queen took a great deal of Pleaſure in 
ſeeing them draw nearer, for they went on that 
ſide ofthe Square, whereby their Mlajeſties had the 
Satisfaction of viewing them more diſtinctly. 
All the Cavaliers made a Lane to let them paſs 
thro', as well out of Civility and good Breeding 
as to gratify their Curiolity in viewing them the 
more attentively. The King was pleas'd to ſay 
that he never ſaw Men fit their Horſes with a 
better Grace; particularly the Knight, who eaſi- 
ly diſcover'd by his whole Air and Mein, that 
he was a Perſon of uncommon Merit. Daraxa 
was the only one whom this Time of Joy and 

Solemnity, by a contrary Effect, had made more 
fad and melancholly than ſhe had hitherto been 
obſerv'd to be; and who poſſibly might have 
miſs'd ſeeing the two Strangers, had it not been 
for the Marqueſs de Padilla, Father of Don Ro- 


a4rigo, who, notwithſtanding his Age, was as 


full of Courtſhip and Compliment as his Son, and 
having teaz'd and rallied the lovely Moor upon the 
Subject of that muſing gloomy Humour, 
wherein fhe ſeem'd buried in the midſt of ſo ma- 
ny agreeable Diverfions, oblig*d her at laſt to 
turn her Head that Way. She immediately 
found a ſort of an Emotion in her ſelf at the 
fight of theſe two Cavaliers, tho* ſhe ſcarce 
knew why. She only perceiv'd in them another 
Manner than that of the Spaniards as to their ſit- 
ting and managing their Horſes, tho' the Diffe- 
rence was not very great; and her Curioſity in- 
creaſing every Moment, ſhe cou'd not forbear 
asking Don Lewss who they were: He replied, 
he knew nothing of them, and that the King 
himſelf had inquir'd concerning them, but no 
Body there was able to inform him. They were 

BOW 
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now advanc'd almoſt over againſt her Balcony, 
when ſhe chanc'd to caſt her Eyes upon the 


Handkerchief which the Knight wore upon his 


Arm; ſhe had not obſerv'd it till then, nor cou'd 


| ſhe then behold it without a fudden Fluttering 


and Palpitation of Heart; which in one Moment 
inſpir'd her with a thouſand Thoughts. Yet 
was ſhe not able to believe what ſhe really ſaw 
as well as ſtrongly fancied, that it was the ſame 


HFlandkerchief which ſhe had ſent to Oſmin upon 


his having been wouuded, and that it was her dear 
Lover himſelf who now wore it. But when he 
had made a full ſtand, as he did, ju before her 
Balcony, his Shape, his Air, his noble Mien, all 
conſpir'd to inform her, that it was moſt cer- 
tainly he himſelf; and that tho' her Eyes might 
>offibly miſtake, yet by the Tranſports of her 
Beat ſhe knew ſhe was not deceiv'd. She was 
juſt going to abandon herſelf to the warmeſt Ex- 
ceſſes of ſo unlook'd-tor a Joy, when the third 
Bull, who from his firſt Sally had filPd all the 
Incloſure with dreadful Diſorders, came and di- 
ſturb'd the dear Delight of thoſe agreeable Mo- 


ments, pacing forward on that fide of the Square 


where Uſmin ſtood, with Bellowings which a- 
lone were ſufficient to fill the Ear and Heart 


with Dread and Horror. This fierce Animal 


was of the Breed of Tarita; nor came there e- 
vet a more famous Beuſt from thence, tho? that 
Part of Spain is very famous for them. There 


was no need to excite his Rage by Provocations ; 
he was furious enough without it. Yet they 


continually teaz'd him, according to Cuſtom, by 
throwing Truncheons and Sticks at him; tho? 


the Cavaliers did not care to pretent themſelves 


before him with. the lame Readineſs and Mettle 
wo _ 


Oſmin and Daraxa. 89 
as they ſhew'd to the other two. They offer'd 
to make their Attacks, but it was with much 
Caution, and Bridle in Hand, as well Don KC 
drigo and Don Alonzo, as the reſt. This was 
the Situation of Things, when, as I was ſaying, 
all of a ſudden he took a Frisk acroſs the Square, 
as if he went on purpoſe to look for Oſmin, Who 
was then alone with Orviedo on that fide: the 
Lifts; and being wholly taken up with fo in- 
chanting an Object as his lovely Daraxa, thought 
little of his Danger, and much leſs of his Ve- 
fence; but the loud Outcries of the People, and 
even of his Mliſtreſs too, and the Lance preſent- 
ed him at the fame time by Orviedo, preſently 
made him attend to his immediate Danger. He 
had but juſt time to turn about, when finding the 
impetuous Beaſt ready to ruſh upon him, the va- 
liant Hero (animated by the Prefence of the 
bright Goddeſs of his Vows, far more than by 
any Conſideration of the Monarchs of Spain, 
and all that ſhining Court) difcerning with an 
admirable Preſence of Mind, a fair Opportunity 
to give a Maſter-Stroke, puſhing his Horſe with 
the utmoſt Vigour, paſs'd his Lance with incre- 
dible Swiftnets, Dexterity and Strength between 
the Neck and Shoulder of the Bull in ſo-won- 
derful a-manner, as that opening all before him 
he drove the fatal Weapon quite thro? his whole 
Body, and nail'd him to the Ground with it ſo 
firm and ſure, that the Beaſt no more ftir'd after 
the amazing T'hruſt, than if he had been ſtruck 

by a Thunderbolt. . 8 
I EE noble Oſmin having thus conquer'd this 
furious Beaſt, ro the great Amazement of all 
preſent, throwing into the Middle of the Area 
the broken Remainder of his victorious Lance, 


| 
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and retiring as ſiſently as he cou'd, withdrew him- 


_ ſelf from the Liſts. So fine and brave an AQi- 


on of a Man almoſt given over for dead, excit- 
ed ſo much Admiration, not only in Ferdinand 
and Jabella, in whoſe immediate Preſence the 
thing was perform'd, but in the whole Court 
and all the People, that the Place rung for above 
a Quarter of an Hour with the loudeſt Accla- 
mations of Joy. Nothing cou'd be heard but 
repeated Huzzas of, Long live the Knight of the 
blue Scarf, the braveſt Man of the Age! For fo 
they call'd him, becauſe of the blue Cons Scarf 
which cover'd his Face, and was faſten'd behind 
his Head with a Knot of Ribbons of the ſame 
Colour, being that which Daraxa moſt delight- 
ed in. As for her, whoſe Heart had paſs'd in an 
Inſtant from one Extream to another, from an 
Exceſs of Joy to a dreadful Terror, ſhe had been 
ſo confounded between both, that ſhe became 
quite ſenſeleſs, for ſome certain Moments diſ- 
cerning nothing : ſo that the dreadful Bull was 
actually dead, when, at her coming to her ſelf, 
ſhe expected to find him all in Fury juſt before 
her. But being undeceiv'd by the repeated Ac- 
clamations and Praiſes in Honour of this dear 
Lover, (for ſhe now no longer doubted that 
*twas he) and looking to find him under her 
Balcony, ſhe was mightily ſurpriz'd that ſhe cou'd 
not ſee him any where. This made her inquire 
with new Concern, what was become of him ; 
and the Noblemen and Ladies that ſtood near 
her, ſhew'd her where he was already at a good 
_ Diſtance from the Liſts, follow'd by a Throng 
of People that crowded to gaze at him, as a very 
extraordinary Perſon. Ferdinand declar'd more 
than once that he had never ſeen ſo bold and vigo- 
N h rous 
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rous a Thruſt of a Lance; and for ſome time 
there was ſcarce any Talk but of this brave Ca- 
valier; every Body making their Gueſſes at him; 
and the King, Queen, and whole Court, ex- 

prefling a very impatient Deſire to know him. 

N1GHT was now arriv'd, which being the. 
appointed time for the ſporting Spears, the whole 
Square was preſently illuminated with an infinite 
Number of Flambeaus; fo that Night ſeem'd 
only the Day continued. And now came on 
the Qzaarills*s or Squadrons of the Sport, with 
_ their I rumpets, Fifes, and Kettle-Drums; fol- 
 low'd by the Pages and Footmen, and twelve 
Sumpter Mules, all loaded with Bundles of 
Reeds, of which the ſporting Spears or Lances 
were made. The Knights had their led Horſes 
for the Courſes, all magnificently adorn'd with 


Capariſons of Velvet, of the Colour of the Stan 


dard of each Band, and embroider'd with Gold 
and Silver; the Coat of Arms of each Com- 
mander being a-top. Never was ſo rich an Ap- 
pearance ſeen; for *twas not only Gold and Sil- 
ver that glitter'd every where, and with which 
the Bridles, Saddles, Houfings, Poitrals, and even 
the very Girts were fill'd, but all their Accoutre- 
ments were ſet thick with precious Stones and 
Jewels of great Value, as well as their own 
Perſons. The whole Number was four hun- 
dred and fourſcore Horſes. Firft march'd the 
_ Equipages, led by the Equerries or Maſters of 
the Horſe to the Chief of every Squadron. Then 
came the Horſes, the firſt twelve of which bore 
upon their Holſters the Arms and Creſts of the 
Family of each Knight, their Houſings being 
adorn'd with ſuch Devices and Mottos as each 
| ſeveral Knight's Fancy or Inclination had ſug- 


geſted; 
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geſted; all which was heightea'd with abundance 
of Ribbons, curiouſly intermixt with Gold, Sil- 


ver, and Silk Fringes. The other Horſes had 
no more than their uſual Furniture, only with 


the Addition of Silver Bells, with which they 


made no ſmall! Noiſe. After the Horſes, came 
Footmen in Liveries in the ſame Order. They 
march'd round the great Square, which they en- 


. tirely fill'd, and then went out at adifferent Gate 


from that at which they came in, to avoid Con- 
fuſion. The Qadrillo's, Bands, or. Squadrons, 
then made their Entry in two Files,. each having 
their reſpective Leader at their Head.. They 
march'd thro” the Streets in the ſame Order as. 
their Equipages had done, and, went round the 

quare in the ſame manner: After which they 
began their Courſes, two and two, Lance in 
Hand; but with ſo much Vigour and Addreſs, 


with ſo good an Air, and ſo agreeable an Exact- 


neſs, that every Body was charm'd with it. And 
it may well be ſaid, that in all Probability there 
is no Place in the whole World where this Ex- 
erciſe is more frequent, or where there are more 


perfectly accompliſh'd Cavaliers for theſe Tour- 
naments, Carrouſels, or ſportive Tilts and 


Jouſts, than in Audalouſia, and more eſpecially at 
Sevil, Cordova and Xeres de la Frontera; where 
even Boys of eight or ten Years of Age may be 
ſeen to ride and manage Horſes, and run them at 
full ſpeed with ſuch a Grace and Dexterity, that 
one wou'd almoſt think they were one Piece 
with the Hotſe, or had learn'd nothing elſe from 
their Cradle. There is no Stranger that can 


fee them without being raviſh'd with Admirati- 


THE 
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THE Quadrillos, having run four times in this 


manner, at the four ſides of the Square, drew 


off by the ſame Gate as their Equipages; and 


then re-enter'd by the firſt Gate in the ſame Or- 


der as before.; but with their Shields upon their 
Arms, and Reeds, Canes, or ſporting Nee in 
their Hands. They began their Sports or Com- 
bats twelve againſt twelve: that is to ſay, Qua- 
drills againſt Quadrillo, or one Band, Troop or 


Gquadron 2gainſt another. This had not laſted 


above a Quarter of an Hour before two other 
Squadrons came, one of each fide; who began 
the Skirmiſh aftcr a new and very entertaining 
Manner, their Numbers being now increas'd. 
And, notwithſtanding their ſeeming Fury and 
Earneſtneſs, the whole was perform'd with ſo 
much Order and Exactneſs, that it had more the 


Reſemblance of dancing than fighting, 


IN the mean tine, Oſmin, who wou'd not loſe 
one Moment that he cou'd poſſibly employ in 
ſeeing his belov'd Daraxa again, and to be ſeen 


by her, in ſo favourable an Opportunity, no 


ſooner was got at Liberty with Orvie do from the 
Crowd that tollow'd them, but he privately diſ- 


arm'd himſelf; and returning immediately to the 


Place of Sports, and preſſing thro' the Throng, 


plac'd himſelf under his Miſtreſs's Balcony. 


he was now but privately habited, he gave no 


'\S 


Body the Trouble to diſtinguiſh him, and not- 
withſtanding his noble Mien, he remain'd per- 
fectly Incognito; nor, unleſs he had been ver 

well known, was it poſſible for him to be diſ- 
cover'd in ſo promiſcuous a Crowd. Daraxa, 


to be ſure, had her Thoughts wholly intent up- 
on him; and tho? ſhe was perſuaded he wou'd 


moſt certainly return thither, and in that 


Be- 
lief 
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lief had often look'd round on every fide for 
him, yet ſhe was far enough from imagining that 
he cou'd already be got ſo very near her: But juſt 
then, a moſt charming Noſegay, beautifully in- 
terwoven with abundaucc of rich Ribbons, which 
Don Alonzo had that very Day ſent her, as ſhe 
was toying with it, chanc'd to ſlip out of her 
Hand, and fell down 4ult at the Feet of this 
Lover, as he was then gazing upon her. He 
immediately took it up; and this caus'd her to 
look at him with a little more Attention; upon 
Which, ſhe plainly with an extream Joy diſtin— 
guiſh'd him, notwithſtanding the Diſguiſe of his 
Habit; but, as ſhe perceiv'd that ſome of the By- 
ſtanders near him wou'd needs officiouſly oblige 
him to reſtore the Noſegay to whom it belong'd, 
and that he, on his part, prepar'd to give them ve- 
ry rough Returns, ſhe call'd out to them that he 
ſhou'd be let alone with it, and that the Noſegay 
was fal'n into very good Hands. Thus was the 
matter pacity'd; and the happy Oſmin, in quiet 
Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Favour, tied it by way of 
Gallantry in his Hat ſomething in the manner of 
a Plume of Feathers. | | 8 
DAR AA d, having by this Accident got fight 
of him again, kept her Eyes continually fixt up- 
on him, and was conſtantly attentive to all his 
Motions, delighted with this Adventure of the 
Noſegay, as perceiving how much it had pleas'd 
her dear Lover. He no ſooner turn'd his Eyes 
upon her, but ſhe began to make Signs to him, a 
ſilent Language, very uſual with the Moors, and 
which the/Sparards have ſince taken up from 
them, as they likewiſe did their Carrouſels or 
Tournaments, their military Dances, and all the 
reſt of their Gallantries : Oſmin reply'd to her 
e ; in 


a. 


in the ſame manner, every one being too buſy, 


in _—— Sports, to obſerve any of their Mo- | 


tions. or was it likely that any one ſhou'd 
ſuſpect that the beautiful Moor, with all her In- 
difference and Inſenſibility, cou'd find, among 


the Throng of the Populace, an Object worthy 


of her Heart; and yet it prov'd ſo, and one that 
intirely took up her whole Mind. Little did ſhe 
expect that this Feſtival ſhou'd produce ſuch hap- 


py Moments for her; but ſhe had paid dear for 


| them, by the Fright given her by the furious 


Bull; and yet ſhe had ſtill more to ſuffer, for, 


Love had (till further Troubles in ſtore for her. 
This ſhe ſoon found ; for after the Sports of the 
Quadrillos were over, the laſt Bull was turn'd 
out, which was to conclude the whole Enter- 
tainment. There was preſently a very great 


Noiſe, Hurry and Diſorder, in the Square; for 


this Creature had been reſerv'd, as the moſt ter- 
rible, to the laſt of all, and was rather fiercer 


than that which had been kill'd by Oſmiz. Fear and 


Terror began again to ſeize upon Daraxa, who 


knew her Lover to be of a Temper ſcorning to 
retire, like the reſt, but who wou'd on the con- 


trary, tho* he was not arm'd for the Purpoſe, 
not fail to give all Proofs, that offer'd, of his 
| Valour. She was already frozen by her Fears; 
and looking upon him, after a manner that ſuf- 
ficiently teſtify'd the Diſquiet of her Mind, ſhe 
made Signs to him to get upon a Scaffold that 
was juſt by : But, whether he did not or wou'd 


not underſtand her, he ſtir'd not from his Place; 


which threw her into an extreme Agony of Dread. 
Don Rodrigo de Padilla, Don Juan de Caſtro, 
Don Alonzo, and ſeveral others who had already 
lignaliz'd themſelves on Horſeback, were alight- 


ed, 
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ed, reſolv'd, in a youthful Emulation, to ſhew 
their Dexterity and Addreſs with their Swords, 
on Foot. But one of them, whom this furious 
Beaſt had made to try the Temper of his Horns, 
was already carried off the Place diſabled and 
half dead. This Example a little cool'd the Ar- 
.dour of the reſt. The mad Creature was got in- 


to the midſt of the inclos'd Area, bellowing 


moſt frightfally, pawing the Ground with his 
Feet, and darting fierce and angry Looks, as if 
he threaten'd all, and was uncertain on whom 
to vent his Rage. Don Alouza, who was re- 
ſolv'd at the Hazard of his Life to perform ſome 
extraordinary Action in the Preſence of Daraxa, 
was upon this Occaſion got pretty near her Bal- 
cony, that ke might be the more in her View. 
He found there a Man all alone by himſelf, who 


ſeem'd to him to be wholly unconcefn'd, or at 


leaſt did not appear to have any great Fear of the 
Bull. He beheld him with foine Attention, and 
cou'd not help taking Notice of the Noſegay in 
his Hat, which, by the Ribbons intertpers'd 
with the Flowers, he found to be the very ſame 


which he had that Day ſent to the lovely Moor. 


For tho? it were now Night, yet the Place was 


illuminated with ſuch a Number of Flambeaus, 


that it was as bright as Day; and the Ribbons 
were ſo eaſy to be diltinguiſh'd-by their Colours 
and their Richnels, that it was ſcarce poflible to 
be miſtaken in it. This ſurpriz'd him extremely, 
and made him advance nearer to him, tobe more 
certainly inform'd by a cloſer View what Kind 
of Man it was. He found there was no Doubt 
but it was the ſame Noſegay; and that as for the 
Man, tho' he ſaw a kind of Fierceneſs in his 
Aſpect, yet from his Drefs he did not — of 4 
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Rank much different from the Vulgar. He knew 


not how to interpret all this, nor was able to un- 


riddle the Myſtery how that Noſegay cou'd come 
into ſuch Hands. At laſt growing impatient <> 
be ſatisfy'd about it, he ſtept up within five or 
{ix Paces of him,and looking very diſcontentedly 
at him, Friend, ſays he to him, where had you 


that Noſegay? Where had it I? reply'd O/min 


without much concern, (tho' he rightly gueſs'd 


at the fame time, what Intereſt he that ſpoke to 


him might have in it) It came to be from a 
good Hand; but I owe it ro Fortune. Tknow 
well enough from what Hand it came, reply'd 
Don Alonzo, (beginning to grow a little warm 
to ſee himſelf treated with no more Reſpect by 
ſuch a ſort of Man) but be it by whatever Chance 


or other Thing come to your Hands, take the 
Pains to deliver it up to me, for it was not made 
for you. You ask a little too much, anſwer'd 


Oſmin, fill with the ſame Coldneſs and Indiffe- 
rence, No more of your diſputing, ſaid Don 
Aloazo, briskly interrupting him; either give me 
the Noſegay immediately, or I ſhall make you 
know whom you have to do with. I am forry, 
reply'd Oſmin, that we are not in a Place proper 
for it. What do you mean by that? ſaid Don 
Alonzo again, in an earneſt Tone. I mean, an- 
ſwer'd ſnin with a Voice ſomewhat more 


rais'd, that any Where out of the King's Pre- 


ſence, ſo far from giving you this Noſegay, I 
wou'd force from you that Knot of Ribbons you 
wear. It was the very ſame Knot Daraxa had 


given Don Alouzo when ſhe admitted him to be 
her Champion, and that C/ nin had formerly gi- 
ven to Daraxa; ſo that he no ſooner caſt his Eye 
upon it, but he knew it again; and therefore 
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longer doubted that this was one of his Rivals, 
and: one of the -moſt favour'd of them: This 
made him ſtand in need of all his. Judgment and 
Moderation to curb the Impetuoſity of his Paſ- 
ſion. Don Alon zo, whoſe Temper was not.lefs 
violent, quite loſing all Patience, and no longer 
able to reſttain the Tranſport of his Indignation, 
ſeeing himſelf menac'd by ſuch a ſort of Man; 
Inſolent, ſaid he to him, is it fit you ſhou'd thus 
forget the Reſpect due to a Man of my Quality? 
And at the ſame time thruſt among tte Ribbons 
of the Noſegay a Batoon that he had in his Hand, 
which was one of thoſe the Cavaliers make uſe 

of to provoke and exaſperate the Bulls; and he 

had certainly carried oft ,Noſegay and: Hat toge- 
ther, if he had had to do with a Man of leſs 
Nimbleneſs, Vigour and Addreſs than Oſmin; 
Who ſeizing the Batoon, wreſted it inſtantly by 
main Force out of his Hand. Don Alonzo, in 
the utmoſt Rage at ſuch an Aﬀront, done too in 
the Preſence of his Miſtreſs, and even before 
the King himſelf, cou'd contain the Violence of 
his Teinper no farther, but without any Regard 
to the Preſence of their Majeſties, or any thing 
elſe, drawing his Sword, he was deſperately 
throwing. himſelf upon a Man, who ſtood in a 
fierce and undaunted Manner prepar'd to receive 
him, When the Bull came upon them, and ruſh- 
ing juſt between, parted them. Don Alonzo 
was the only Sufferer by it; who, by one Toſs, 
was thrown five or ſix Paces off, and receiv'd a 
dangerous Wound in his Thigh. The Beaſt 
-turn'd ſhort in the midſt of his Career to purſue 
his Stroke, and prepar'd for a ſecond Attack; 
which mult needs haveprov'd fatal to this young 
Gentleman. No Body ſtir'd to help him, 3 
12 5 | the 


was a Place where *twas difficult to come at the 
Beaſt without being ſo ſhut up from all Help or 
Means of eſcaping, as was a manifeſt expoſing 
the Life of any, who ſhould be ſo raſh as to at- 


tempt it. But Ofmin, who had yet leſs Reaſon 


than any to render him ſuch Service after what 


had-paſs:d between them, by a true Generoſity, 


worthy the gallant Courages and noble Minds 
of the Knights of thoſe. Times, without any 
Regard to their particular Quarrels, or to any 


other Reaſon which might ſet him againſt him, 


interpos'd himſelf betwixt this outrageous Beaſt 


and the diſabled Don Alonzo, and puſhing him 


in a violent Manner with the Batoon he had 
taken from that Gentleman but juſt before, made 


the flerce Animal turn ſhort upon him with greater 
Rage than ever: But as he bent downhis Head, in 
the way they uſe when they intend to execute Mif- _ 


chief, Oſmin took the Advantage of it, and 
aim'd his Blow ſo right, that with a back-ſtroke 
given with his whole Strength, he luckily hit 
im in the joyuing of the Head and Neck, and laid 


him dead upon the Spot. 


* 


THE whole Aſſembly was fill'd with the 


higheſt Surprize and Admiration at the Sight of 
this extraordinary Action. The Knight of the 


blue Scarf was before the Heroe of the Day; 


bat that Exploit ſeem'd nothing now in Com- 
pariſon of this. For beſides the Diſadvantage 


of a Man on Foot, the Nicety of-the Con- 


juncture, the Situation of the Place, the ſeem» 
ing inevitable Danger on all hands, all.confpir'd 
together to render this Action note hining 
and glorious-; and the Acclamations for it, 
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the King call'd out to have it done; becauſe it 
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with which the Feaſt concluded, were alſo of 
much longer Continuance, | 
BUT Oſmin, little affected with theſe oſten- 
tatious kind of Praiſes, inade it his Buſineſs to 
retire as foon as poſſible, to avoid the Curioſity 
of Inquirers, and not to be conſtrain'd to appear 
before the King. The King indeed ask'd for 
him; buthe was already withdrawn, and none 
could be found that knew him, or could give a- 
ny Tidings of him. But, as he had been ob- 
ſerv'd to talk with Dun Alonzo, and that their 
Converſation, as far as couid be diſcern'd of it, 
ſeem'd hot and angry, and to have proceeded 
almoſt to a down right Quarrel, juſt as the Bull 
came upon them, ;t was preſum'd that Don A- 
lonzo muſt needs know him; and the whole 
-Court was likewiſe as curious to be inform'd 
from whence their Diſpute might ariſe. Don 
Alonzo was not at that time in a proper Condi- 
tion to give any Account; his Wound was not 
mortal, but it was dcep and dangerous, and he 
had loſt abundance of Blood. The Love their 
Catholic Majeſties had for this young Lord, gave 
them a great deal of Concern for this ill Acci- 
dent, and they order'd him to be carried into an 
Apartment near their-own Perſons, and to be at- 
tended by their Surgeons, that they might be aſ- 
ſur'd all poſſible Care was taken of him, and 
have a continual Account how it went with 
thin. . | 
 WHoOEveER reads this Story, muſt certainly 
by this time be under a Deſire of knowing what 
became of he beautiful Daraxa all this while, 
and how {ﬆ bchav'd herſelf during the Tranſ- 
action bef&&-mention'd, She has already been 
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deſcrib'd Fg Character too ſenſible, as to all 
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things relating to her dear-lov'd Lover, for the 
Reader not to have inform'd himſelf at leaſt of 
ſome Pari of the Pain, the Diſorder, and the 
almoſt Deſpair ſhe felt, as well for the Quarrel 
ſhe ſaw riſing between theſe two Lovers upon 
ner Account, as alſo for the Danger to which 
Oſmin had now the ſecond time expos'd him- 
ſelf. She had not been able to diſtinguiſh their 
whole Talk, but ſhe had well underſtood the 
greater Part of it, and that their Quarrel hap- 
pen'd upon occation of the Noſegay. She was 
almoſt upon the very Pointof opening the whole 
Matter to the King, to prevent their coming to 

Extremities; and tho' it muſt have coſt her Lover 
his Liberty, yet till his Impriſonment, ſhe thought, 


would be a leſſer Evil than his Death. But the 


dreadful Fright the Bull put her into, when ſhe ſaw 
him coming on with ſo much Fury, and perceiv'd 
him making towards the two Rivals, ſo totally 
ſeiz*d her, that ſhe became not only ſpeechleſs, 
and ſo unable to apply to the King, but was al- 
moſt utterly depriv'd of Senſe and Motion. She 
remain'd in. this infenfible Condition, till after 
the terrifying Object was kill'd. What ſhe had 
ſuffer'd at the Attack of the firſt Bull was no- 
thing in compariſon to the violent Agitations of 
her Spirits at the ſight of this; becauſe, in reali- 
ty, the Danger of 0/7 was far greater. The 
Example of Don Alonzo had thrown her into 
ſuch an Agony of Fear, that ſhe was quite be- 
fide herſelf. Jn ſhort, it was altogether impoſſi- 
ble to purchaſe ar, a dearer Rate than ſhe had 
done the ſweet Tranſports of Joy that ſhe felt at 
firſt, for the Arrival and at the Sight of her 
Lover. But this is the common; ane 
Love; and after this manner the wanton Boy 
B „ „% £7 ma 
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takes a Pride and a Pleaſure to tyrannize over 
Hearts ſubject to his Empire, driving them, al- 
moſt every Moment, to continual Extremities. 
of Hope or Deſpair, of Joy or Grief. | 
' Donna Elvira de Padilla, Daughter of 
Don Lewis, and the particular Friend of Daraxa, 
was in the ſame Balcony with her, and had ſeen 
the whole Adventure of the Noſegay. As that 
Accident, and the Diſpute between Don Alonzo 
and that unknown Perſon, had happen'd juſt un- 
der them, and that at leaſt they were neareſt to 
the Spot; the Queen, as curious and impatient 
as any body to know how it was, quickly en- 
quir'd of them the Particulars of it. Daraæa. 
conſidering how much fhe was concern'd, judg'd 
it proper to let her Friend ſpeak; and ſnhe very 
innocently and freely related the whole Matter, 
or ſo.much of it at leaſt as came within her 
Knowledge; which was, that ſhe took it to be 
upon occaſion of a Noſegay that Don Alonzo 
had preſented to Daraxa, and which happening 
to fall out of her Hand, had been taken up by 
that Man, who had thought fit to grace himſelf; 
by placing it in his Hat: That Don Alonzo, 
chancing to come that Way, and recollecting the 
Noſegay, took Diſtaſte at ſeeing it there, and 
went about to take it from him; but that flie 
had not heard any of their Tall... 
TE Queen was but half ſatisfied with this 
Account; and Don Alonzo, who was the only 
Perſon from whom the reſt was to be expected, 
was no ſooner-in a Condition to receive a Viſit, 
but ſhe ſent the Marquiſs of Aſtorgas to him. 
The Marquiſs, tho? in the Decline of Life, was 
yet a Man of a pleaſant facetious Humour, and 
would frequently laugh and rally with the 22 
| FL ords. 
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Lords. Well, my Lord, ſays he to Don A- 


lon xo as he enter'd his Chamber, what think you 


now, you Knight without Fear, of theſe horn'd 
Animals, who pitileſs and regardleſs of ſuch fine 
Sparks as you, that add ſuch Numbers to their 


Fraternity, come and gore you unmercifully . 


when you leaſt think of it? What Gallantries 
are theſe! You will allow- me that theſe are but 


a ſcurvey ſort of Beaſts, and that the 3 | 
c 


with them is but an odd kind of Diverſion. 

is a long time, my Lord Marquiſs, replied Don 

Alonzo ſmiling, ſince you have been able to give 

a better Account of theſe Things than 1 can. 

| You ſay true, replied the Marquiſs, 'tis indeed 
a long time ſince, to my great Regret. But 


Raillery apart, added he in a much graver Tone, 


will you not tell us who this Knight of the da- 
ring Sword js, who deliver'd you from ſo great 
and imminent a Danger as that we ſaw you in: 


For one may truly ſay he ſav'd- your Life, and 
that not one of all the Heroes of our Court was 


enough your Friend to diſpute that Honour with 
him; and yet they ſay you were juſt upon the 


Point of playing at Cut-Thoats with him. I 


know better than any body, anſwer'd Don Alox- 
20, what he has done for me, and the little Cauſe 
Thad given himto ſhew me ſo great an Iriſtance 
of his Generoſity; but all that I can ſay more, 
added he, is, that I know him not; that I am ſo 
charm'd with his Bravery, and his whole Car- 
riage towards me, that I think he far tranſcends 
the higheſt pitch of Generoſity, and that I ſhall 


eſteem my ſelf the moſt unfortunate of all Men, 
unleſs I can' one Day find an Opportunity to 


convince him how much I am oblig'd to him. 
The Marquiſs thereupon let him know that he 


F 4 | was 
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was ſent particularly by the Queen, who was 
deſirous of knowing ſomething more of the 
Matter than as yet he had told him-; that ſhe had 
already been inform'd pretty nearly as to the ſub- 
je& of their Quarrel by Donna Elvira, and the 
beautiful Moor, and that all the Court, and even 
the King himſelf, were in an extreme Surprize 
that there had paſs'd, during the late Bull-Feaſt, 
two ſuch extraordinary Actions as thoſe they 
had ſeen; and that both of them had been done, 
each by a ſeveral Man (for no body ſuſpected 
they were perform'd by the ſame Perſon) who had 
been both of them as ſolicitous to conceal them- 
ſelves, as commonly others are to be known, 
and receive the Glory andRecompenceduetothem 
upon ſuch Occaſions; and above all, that the 
lait of the two could not be ſuppos'd to be a 
Man of __ confiderable Figure. Tis true, 
ſays Don Aloazo, interrupting him, if we form 
onr Judgment by Dreſs and Habit, as at firſt 1 
did, and whereby I was miſtak en: But whoever he 
is, he is a valiant Man; and Ican tell you no more 
than what thoſe Ladies ſaw, that being the utmoſt 
I know of it. The Marquiſs, finding that he 
could be no further inform'd, took his Leave of 
the young wounded Lord, and return'd to give 
the Queen an Account of the Reſult of his 
Viſit. To Peas iy Jah 
 *T'was believ'd at Court, that there was 
ſomething of Myſtery in all this, and that it was 
by a reciprocal Generoſity that Don Alonzo 
would no further explain himfelf concerning this 
unknown Gentleman. Daraxa was ſuſpected 
to be ſome way or Other privy. to the Matter; 
and the Concern wich ſhe. had been obſerv'd to 
me w, was aſcrib'd to the Part ſhe took in the 
1 M.ilsfor- 
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Misfortune of Don Alongzo; which was allow'd 
to be reaſonable enough, he being her par- 
ticular Knight, one of the handfomeſt yorng 
Lords about the Court, and a paſſionate Admi- 
rer of her. She enjoy'd in private the undivided 
Pleaſure of this whole Hiſtory, which none 
knew better, and but one ſo well as her ſelf; 
and yet this Pleaſure was not without its Allay. 
She over-heard what O/min had ſaid to Don Alon- 
Zo, about the Knot of Ribbon which ſhe had given 

him. Sde conſider'd the Temper of the Moors, 

nice to an Exceſs upon occaſions of this Kind, 
and knew, beſides, the particular Character of her 
Lover. She condemn'd herſelf of great Impru- 

dence, in not having given to Don Alonzo al- 
moſt any thing, rather than what had been given 
her by ſo dear a Hand. She was not able to 
comfort herſelf under the ſenſe of this Fault, 
ſince her Lover would always have Reaſon to 
reproach her with it, unleſs he could be con- 
vinc'd after what manner it was done, and that 
the Queen's importuning for a Favour in behalf 
of Don Alonzo, had made her forget that the 
Ribbon ſhe wore that Day was the ſame with 

which Oſmin had preſented her. She was quite 
at a loſs how to retrieve herſelf from the Miſ- 
chiefs conſequent upon this Error; and ſhe felt 
an inconceivable Anguiſh from her afflicting 
Thoughts aboutit. She had a great Mind to write 
to him concerning it, but was diſcourag'd from 
ſuch an Attempt, when ſhe confider*'d how im- 
pofſibdle it would be to find out a Man who 
made it his particular Buſineſs to be conceai'd, 
eſpecially in ſo large a Place as Sevil, and at a 
Time when it was filled with extraordinary 
Crowds and. Confuſions. And who could ſhe 
FRE e make 
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make uſe of in ſo nice an Affair? Not one of her 
four Mooriſ Women could ſpeak Spaniſp enough 
to make the Enquity; neither were they permit- 
ted to ſtir out of the Palace. Her whole Hopes 
reſted at laſt in the firm Conſtancy of her Lover, 
and the Diligence he would certainly exert to 
find out ſome way of Intercourſe between them; 
not, but ſhe foreſaw, even in this, abundance of 
Difficulty. from the very. great Conſtraint and. 
Reſervedneſs practiſed in that Court; but ſtill ſhe. 
102.9 upon the Love and Diſcretion of Oſmin.. 
_. SHE ſpent ſome Days in theſe kind of me- 

laucholy Muſings, which, in the. midſt of the 

Satisfaction ſhe took in opt idly png her Lover 
and ſhe were both in the ſame City, yet ſome- 
times fill'd her Mind with ſo much Trouble and 
Impatience for not hearing from him, as almoſt 
diſt tacted her; when at lalt; one Evening, as ſhe. 
was walking in the upper Garden with Donna. 
Elvira, expecting the Return of the King, who, 
with all the Court, was gone a hunting, ſnhe met 
with what ſhe ſo much wiſh'd for, the dear De- 
light of her Eyes and Heart. If there are any 
that don't. know the manner of the Gardens at 
Sevil; and the Diſtinction of the upper and lower. 
Garden, I mult inform them, that tis nothing 
elſe but two Gardens, one above another, after 
the Mooriſh Faſhion; as is alſo the Palace it (elf 
an Edifice of theirs. The lower Garden is the. 
larger; and the upper, the Wall of which is ſup- 

ported by a Colonnade, and an arch'd Cloyſter 
below, and ranges even with the firſt Floor, is, 
properly ſpeaking, no more than an open 
Terraſs of Walks, Flowers, and Graf6-Plats. 
The firſt is only for the Men; but yet ſuch as, 
| belong to the Court only have the Privilege of 
| being 
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being admitted into it, and that too but at certain 


Times; as in the Evenings, and when the K'ng 
js in his Palace. The upper Garden was-re- 


ſerv'd for the Ladies of the. Court, who came 


conſtantly, to walk there in the Evenings,. to 
ſhew themſelves to the Lords, and ſometimes 


even to diſcourſe with them over the Balluſtrade, 


which runs along upon the Top of the Wall. 


of this Garden, and is about as high as one's 


Waſte: But this was never done but when the 
King and Queen were abſent, for in their Pre- 


ſence none but the Language of Signs was al- 
low'd of. Gentlemen had the Permiſſion of 


ſinging there, even in the Preſence of their Ma- 


jeſties, provided it was ſome fine Voice, or that 
_ there was ſomething new and uncommon in the 
Air and Words. There were alſo at certain 
Times ſome little Entertainments of inftrumen- 


tal Muſic. in Concert admitted, but then it muſt 
always be done by thoſe of the Court, and but 


uu few at a time; for nothing would be ſuffer' d 


there but what was nice and delicate to the ut- 


moſt, Now Daraxa having ſlipt.away from the 
Queen, was come to divert herſelf awhile, as. 


we ſaid before, in this Garden with Donna E- 
vira; and- they had ſcarce taken two Furns be- 


fore they heard a Man's Voice ſinging. It muſt 


needs-ſurprize them, becauſe it was unuſual to 
let any body into the lower Garden when the 


King was not in the Palace, but the Voice was 

extremely moving, and the Manner agreeable.: 
They were both at once curious to know who 

it was; and to get nearer to him; but, being un- 
willing to be ſeen, they got behind the Orange- 

Trees that grow along, the Balluſtrade, and ſlole 
ſoſily 
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ſoftly on till they were juſt over thg Place where 
the Singer was. Then they choſe each a Tree, 
thro' which they might ſee and hear at Pleaſure, 


without any Fear of being diſcover'd. Donna. 


Elvira thought him to be a Gentleman extremely 
Handſom, and of a noble Mien. As for Daraxa, 
ou may. judge what ſhe thought, when ſhe 
tound him to be her dear Oſmin. He had feated 
himſelf upon a Bank of Turf under a Covert of 


ſhady Greens, and leaning his Head againſt a 
_ Free, in a negligent Poſture, ſung the following 


Words in Spaniſh. 


Love, what crael Pangs are theſe? 
The cold Effect of warm Deſire, 

Whoſe agonizing Tortures freeze, 
Tho ſprung jrom your prexailing Fire, 


Her Abſence gave exceeding Pain; 
But when from that I hop'd Relief, 
Ty reſolu'd I ſhonld complain, 

Vith Fealouſy augment my Grief. 


Too bitter is the Lover's Part, 

hen ſever'd frum his Fair one's Eyes. 
Bus, if he's banifh'd from ber Heart, | 
Sltab'd with Deſpair at once he dies. 


AMONG many Excellencies of our illuſtrious 
Moor, that of {ſinging finely was none of the 


leaſt Accompliſhments ; few could exceed him 


in it: Yet he took as much Care to conceal his. 
Talent that way, as moſt others do to proclaim 
it. As it was reckon'd a Part of the beſt Breed- 
ing to ſpeak good Spauiſh at the Court of Gra- 
uada, ſo it was allo very modiſh to ſing in that 

> Language; 
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Language; and they eſteem'd it even better ſuit- 


ed to grave and lofty, Airs than their own Mo- 


riſco. Some of them underſtood the Spaniſop 
Tongue to that Perfection, that they made Ver- 


ſes in it, which were even approv'd and admir'd 
by the Caſtilian Poets. The Words which O/- 
min ſung were made by one of theſe Moors; and 
they were ſet to Muſic by another; that People 


having a peculiar Way of pleaſing alſo in that 


Science. Daraxa made the Application to her 


ſelf, plainly. diſcerning to whom, and upon what, 
Account, it was intended. She was willing to 


lay hold of the preſent Opportunity to make 
fome ſort of Reply; ſo taking a Book out of 


her Pocket, ſhe tore out a Leaf, and with a Pen- 


cil wrote theſe Words. 


I beg yo wonld not be ancaſy about the 
Knot of Ribbons; the Heart had no concern in it: 


For a Heart like mine can love but once; and loves 
what it has once fixt upon, too well ever to admit 


of another Object. Be perſuaded of this; and if 
you would know farther, Laida ſhall attend at. 


the Palace Gate to-morrow Morning at nine. 


HaviN written theſe Words in great Haſte, 
ſhe roll'd up the Leaf, and let it drop down into 


the lower Garden, thro” the Boughs of the O- 
range-Tree that conceal'd her. After which, 
whatever Pleaſure ſhe took in the Sight of her: 
Lover, ſhe was very willing to quit the Place 


and be gone, for Fear of ſome ill Conſequence : 
But Donna Elvira, who underſtood ſinging, 


and ſung well enough her ſelf, and who alſo 


was charm'd with ſo fine a Voice, and an Air 
quite new to her, which ſeem'd to have ſome- 
thing ſo very Tender and Paſſionate, was not 


yet ready to leave the Place. In yain her Friend: 
| | pe beckou'd 
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beckon'd her to come away; ſhe either did not, 
or would not mind her. She had already call'd 
to the Gentleman from behind her Tree, once. 
again fur the Lady's ſake, and oblig'd him to 
ſing a ſecond time; and would doubtleſs have: 
made him go on to a third, but for a great Noiſe. 
they heard from the Palace, by which they pre- 
fently underſtood the King was. return'd from: + 
hunting. This put them in mind, that it con- 
eern'd them to retire inſtantly, to the great Re- 
gret of Donna Elvira, who was in Pain to gueſs 
who this Man could be, who had fb noble an 
Air and Mien, who ſung in fo uncommon and 
pretty a manner, and whom ſhe had never ſeen 
gt Court. She talk'd of him twenty times that 
Night to Daraæa, or rather ſhe talk'd of nothing 
elſe, as long as they were alone together. / 
min had that Day put himſelf in the Equipage of 


a Man of Quality,” to get the eaſier Admittance 


into the Garden. He had been inform'd by Or- 
vie do, that the King was going to hunt; and he 
thought that a proper Opportunity to try, whe-- 
ther his fortunate Stars would bring Daraxa 
thither to walk, as by Chance it fell out,. How- 
ever he was refus'd Admitiance into the Garden, 
till he got his Money, that powerful Engine 
that opens all Doors, to intercede for him. He 
had already taken ſeveral Turns in the. Walks, 
when he ſaw thefe two Ladies come. out of the 
Palace into the upper Garden. And it was only 
to draw them over to that ſide next him, which 
put him upon ſinging. Donna Elvira had taken 
ſd little Notice of him at the Bull-Feaſt, thatnovr - 
de had chang'd his Dreſs, and made fo quite dif- 

ferent an Appearance, it was next to impoffible 

for her to know him. Oaraxs as ſhe was hur-- 
ry1ng: 
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rying in Haſte out of the Garden, having made 
a Sign to him to be gone alſo, he ſuſpeCted pre- 
ſently what the Matter was, and taking, up the 
Leaf ſhe had let fall, he ſoon quitted the Place, 
tranſported with Joy that his Deſign had ſo well 
ſucceeded, and that he now knew how to carryon-- 
his Deſigns in a proper. Channel. He read his, 
 Miltreſs's Billet over and over, again, with a 
world of Pleaſure ; and fail'd not to feud Orviedo 
the next Morning,. who ee met Laida 
at the Hour and Place appointed. I his was one 
of Daraxa's Mooriſi Women, and had the great- 
eſt Share of her good Opinion. She was cover'd- 
with a large black Veil, that ſhe might not be 
known, but as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Orv:edo ſhe knew: ” 
him; and going to him, gave him a Letter for 
his Maſter, and receiv'done from him for her Lady. 
Tho'ſthey convers'd very cautiouſly, yet they talk'd 
long enough to furniſh. each other with Matter 
fufficient to entertain both the Lovers at their 
Return. Oſmin's Letter was full of Compli- 
ments, Daraxa's of Juſtifications; but all was 
appeay'd. There is ſo little Pleaſure in being at 
Odds with what we love, that we are glad to 
get reconcil'd as ſoon as poſſible. | And tho”. 
there is a ſort of Reliſh in the fallings out of. 

Lovers, provided they are ſoon at an End; yet, if 
long continued, they loſe their grateful Taſte: 
Nor, if poſſible, ſhould they be reviv'd too fre- 
quently, for that often breeds ill. Blood, and is 
apt to produce very bad Effects. 7 
__ T n1s Correſpondence, ſo happily ſettled, was- 
of no ſmall: Importance to the Eaſe and Satiſ- 
faction of our two Lovers. As Ferdinand was 
a great Sportſman, and lov'd and. us'd Hunting: 
gteity frequently, he was no ſooner gone, but- 
| miu, 
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Oſmiu, who had conſtant Intelligence, took Care 


to improve the Opportunity. Daraxa wou'd 
gladly have gone alone to meet him, that their 
Converſation might have been with the greater 
Freedom; but that wou'd have made her liable 
to a thouſand Dangers and Suſpicions, and poſ- 
fibly have brought on the Diſcovery of their In- 
tercourſe, by which they muſt both have been 
ruin'd. The Company of Donna Elvira made 
it ſtill more difficult and dangerous; for the Sight 
and Voice of this Stranger had already made 


ſuch an Impreflion in her Heart, that ſhe had the 


moſt impatient Deſire to ſee him again; having 
ſought for him, in vain, among all the gay young 
Men of Quality that frequented the Court. 


Whenever therefore the King was abſent, ſhe 


never fail'd propofing to her Friend to walk in 
the Garden, and ſee if the Gentleman that ſung 


| ſofinely cou'd be met there again. Daraxa was 


eaſily perſuaded to have this Complaifance for 
her, in a Thing ſhe alſo equally deſit'd They 
found him in the ſame Place as at firſt. Donna El- 


vira wou'd needs be ſeen by him, and talk with 


him; and oblig'd her Friend to do ſo too. / 
min ſeem'd at firſt ſurpriz*d to ſee them, and made 
as if he wou'd have retir'd; but Donna Elvira 
beginning a Diſcourſe. to retain him, he enter'd. 
with them into an agreeable and ſpritely Con- 
verſation, but all the while as a Stranger with 
two unknown Ladies. His natural Readineſs 
of Thought and Preſence of Mind ſtood him 
in great ſtead; ſince Donna Elvira, animated with 
more than common Warmth, was not want-_ 
ing to ſhew the Quickneſs of her Wit in all its 


full Extent. Daraxa onlydiverted herſelf as one 


at Eaſe and ſatisfy'd. All was ſparkling mg 
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pleaſant on all ſides, and every Body pleas'd in 
general, and in- particular. Time thus ſpent 
paſſes but too ſwiftly; at leaſt, it appear'd/ that 
theſe Ladies did not think it tedious, and that 


they were not weary of this Gentleman's Com- 


pany ; tor the King was already come back, and 


got into the Palace, while they ſtill continu'd 


the Converſation, not once ſo much as thinking 
of retiring. They had without Doubt been ſur- 
priz'd, had not the Gardener come to Oſmin, and 
put him in Mind that it was Time to leave the 
Garden. There was now a Neceflity for their 


arting ; but Donna Elz:ra took care to make a 


argain, with the unknown Gentleman for ano- 
ther Meeting, the firſt fine. Day that ſhou'd call 
the King forth to hunting. She was now ſo fill'd 
with the Idea of this Incognito Spark, fo pleas'd 
with his Wit and Merit upon this Converſation, 
that, having taken leave of him, ſhe cou'd not 
refrain telling her Friend, that in her whole 
Life ſhe had never met with a Man ſo charm- 
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by 5 Se oURSElike this would have been unplea- 
fant to any other than Daraxa, upon an Affafr ſo 
circumltantiated as this was; but ſhe was ſo little 
apprehenſive of any Danger in the Matter, that 
it only ſerv'd to divert her. She had the Plea- 
ſute, without any Allay of Concern, of being 
entertain'd all Day long with perpetual Dis- 
courſes: about her Lover: and Donna Elvira, 
who had a very great Confidence in her, and 
thought her the moſt inſenſible Creature in the 
World, no longer conceal'd from her, that ſhe 
found her ſelf touch'd with the Merits of this 
unknown Gentleman, and thai ſhe ſhou'd be glad 


to know who he was, and for what 9 a 
| 5 | Man 
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furniſh. him with Neceſſaries, and an Equipage 
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Man of his ſort ſnou'd never come to Court; 


Nay, ſhe earneſtly intreated her to inquire theſe 
Particulars of him, the next Time they ſhou'd ſee 


him. Daraæa gave Oſmin a whole Account of 
this Matter, ſometimes in Raillery, warning him 
to guard his Heart; and then in a graver Style, 
bidding him have a Care how he abus'd the Cre- 


dulity and miſ-led the Paſſion of ſo fine a young 
Lady; but that the moſt unworthy. Thing he 


cou'd do, wou'd be his making any Breach by 


Infidelity in ſuch an Amour as theirs, ſo eſta- 


bliſh'd by length of Time and other powerful 
Reaſons, that it concern'd him to acquit himſelf 


with Honour; that in fo nice a Paſſion as that 
of Love, even bare Appearances were ſometimes 
enough to make dangerous Impreſſions; and that 


many, who are once in Poſſeſſion of the Heart, 


Cannot reſt till they get Poſſeſſion of all. Oſinin 
ſuſpected nothing but that his Miſtreſs intended 
to divert her ſelf a little, and therefore anſwer'd 


her in a Strain of Pleaſantry and Mirth: only. 


But the next Time he met the Ladies again, to 
revenge himſelf for the Raillery, he employ'd 


his utmoſt Force of ſoft and tender Courtſhip 
upon Donna Elvira. His Artillery was not le- 
vell'd in vain; ſhe receiv'd all his Careſſes inthe 


moſt ſenſible Part; and this inftam'd Beauty, ra- 


viſh'd with his ſeeming Tranſports, return'd them 


double upon him. At laſt he was queſtion'd a- 
bout the Condition and Quality of his Birth and 


Fortune. He told them he was a Gentleman of 
Arragon; that his Name was Jayme Vives; and 


that having been taken by the Moors, and ſet at 


Liberty by the Capitulation of „ or expect 


ed a Remittance of Money from his Friends, to 
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proper to appear in at Court. This was a plau- 
fible, tho' ſhort Account, but ſufficient for Don- 
na Elvira, who made it her Buſineſs to inquire 
if there was a Family in Arragon of. the Name 
of /rves; and ſhe was inform'd, entirely to her 
Sa'isfaftion, that it was one of the moſt il- 
juſtrious and moſt ancient Houſes of that King- 
dom. | | 

T n1s Scene of Delufion continu'd for ſome 
time; but as the Paſſion of Donna Elvira was 
every Day increaſing, our two Lovers began at 
taſt to be afraid it wou'd grow troubleſome.to 
them. As ſoon as Oſmin had Reaſon to be 
convinc'd that Donna Elvira's Paſſion was real, 
he toak Care to avoid doing any thing that might | 
poſſibly offend his Miſtreſs; and thenceforth he 
contributed on his fide as little to her Paſſion, as 
poſſible; indeed leſs con'd not decently be from 
a Man of his Appearance towards a Lady of her 
Beauty and Quality. But Donna Elvira took 
Fire of her ſelf. Daraxa, tho' nice enough up- 
on ſuch Occafions, cou'd not think ſhe had any 
Reaſon to find fault with her Eover upon this 
Account. She pity'd her Friend, and. wow'd 
gladly have undeceiv'd her; not only in Point 
- of Generoſity, but for Intereſt and Security of 
her own Love. But then ſhe concluded that all 

Diſſuaſions in ſuch an Affair wou'd be ill re- 
ceiv'd; and the wou'd not venture to expoſe her- 
felf by inſpiring her with Sentiments of Jealou- 
ſy, needleſs and dangerous for her to give. She 
at laſt came to this Reſolution, that ſince in the 
Courſe of het Fortune fhe muſt run ſome Ha- 
ard, it wou'd be better to expect the Event with 
Patience, than to confound it with officious An- 


Liety. 
TRE 
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TE Winter was now over; and Spring, 
which was to make ſome Alteration in the At- / 
fairs of the Court, put our Lovers in Mind to 
prepare for a Change in theirs. It had been re- 
ſolv'd in Council by their Catholic Majeſties to 
beſiege the City of Granada, and to open the 
Campaign with this extraordinary Enterprize. 
The Moors had Reaſon to expect no leſs after 
the Surrender of Baza, and they had for ſome 
Time been preparing to make the beft Defence. 
There was in the City a Garriſon of fifteen thou- 
ſand Men of King Mabomet's beſt Troops. Fer- 
dinand, who was well inform'd of all theſe. 
Things, had taken the uſual Method upon 
ſuch Occaſions, which was by the Inſtances of 
his Miniſters, and the Interpoſition of the Pope, 
to ſollicit the reſt of the Chriſtian Princes, that 
for the ſake of Religion they wou'd afliſt him 
with their Forces in 15 pious and laudable a De- 
ſign as that of driving the Infidels out of Spain, 
or compelling them to embrace the Truth. He 
was aſſur'd of Supplies from ſeveral Princes; 
and was inform'd by his Couriers every Day 
that they were marching from all Parts to join 
bim. Upon which he got ready his Expedition 
early in the Spring, the better to ſurprize the 
Maors, and prevent them from any further Rein- 
forcements. His Troops had Orders to be mo- 
ving the firſt of March. He had appointed to 
review: them on the twentieth at Alcalarcal, four 
Leagues from Granada; on the five and twenti- 
eth the City was to be inveſted, and himſelf to 
be there the Day after, with his whole Army. 
The Queen ſuppoſing that a Siege of this Im- 
portance wou'd lalt a conſiderable \ Time, re- 
tolv'd to accompany the King thither, and re; 

| | HS tne. 
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the whole Campaign with him. Our Lovers 
were not the laſt to hear this News, and to 
make their proper Improvements of it. At firſt 
it gave them ſome Joy, hoping that in the Hurry 
and Confuſion of an Army they might find ſome 
Opportunity or other, by the Help of Orviedo, to 
get into Granada. But this Project, upon ſe- 
cond Thoughts, was rejected by Daraxa, who 
recollected that ſne ow'd too much to the Queen's 
Goodneſs and Civility to leave her in ſuch a 
Manner. But beſides, had they perſiſted in it, 
they had found an entire Diſappointment ; for 
ſome tew Days before the Queen's Departure, 
Daraxa was told by her Majeſty, that ſhe was 
one of thoſe who was not to have the Fatigue 
of the Campaign; ſince, to avoid giving unneceſ- 
ſary Trouble, the had given Orders that thoſe 
Women only, whoſe Service was indiſpenſible, 
ſhou'd attend her thither : That ſhe intended to 
leave the Maids of Honour at Ser-“ under the 
Care of their Relations, or other proper Perſons, 


to whole particular Inſpection they ſhou'd be 


recommended; that as for Daraxa her ſelf, ſhe 


ſnou'd be committed to the Charge of the Mar- 


quiſs de Padilla. The Queen made Choice of 
this Lord, not only becauſe he was of the firſt 
Quality at Court, bu: becauſe he was a fine well- 
bred Perſon himſelf, aud his Daughter was the 


intimate Acquaiatance of this beautiful Moor. 
She writ her Lover Word of all this, at the 


ſame time 1 him to have atittle Patience 
and facrifice his Glory to his Love, fince ſhe 


verily beliey'd if he abandon'd her, ſhe ſhou'd 
dye with Grief. This laſt Requeſt was occaſi- 
on'd by Oſmiz's having ſignify'd in ſome of his 


Letters what a Melancholy and Deſpair he lay 


un- 
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under, when he reflected, that he was not in 
Granada to do that Serviceto his King and Coun- 
try as his Nature aud his Duty call'd for from 


bim. If Daraxa had accompany'd the Queen, 


he had ſome Hopes of ſucceeding in his fitſt De- 
ſign, aud acquitting himſelf as he ought, it being 
poſſible he might at laſt prevail upon his beauti- 
ful Miſtreſs to come into his Meaſures; or if 


not, that he and Orviede being upon the Spot, 


might upon any Emergency be ready to throw 


themſelves into the Town. But this new Order 


of the Queen quite diſconcerted his Scheme, and 
left him without Hopes. This threw him under 
2 Weight of Grief, and his Mind being diſtract- 
ed with a thouſand different Thoughts, uncer- 


tain to which he ſhou'd yield, Love or Glory, he 


'felt ſuch Torments, as none but the moſt noble 
Hearts are capable of. Daraxa was inform'd by 
Orviedo of theſe racking Inquietudes of her Lo- 
yer, and extremely concern'd and alarm'd at it.; 
but ſhe writ him fevesal Letters upon that Sub- 
ec, ſo paſſionate and moving, that at laſt ſhe 


fixrt his hurried convuls'd Thoughts upon the 


firm Baſis of unalterable Love. One of thoſe 
Letters, by which you may form a ſufficient 
Judgment of the reſt, runs thus. 

THEY tell me, Oſmin, Vu are reſolv'd to 

rieve your ſelf to Death, becauſe of your Abſence 
* ranada. Begone, begone.; your Heart was 
made for Glory, not for Love. I can die tod, and 
of Grief as you do; but only with this Diſaduan- 
tage, that I ſhall die for au ungrateful Man, who 


 forſakes me when I moſs depend upon his Stay. 


Came you to Sevil only 20 ſtab 2 Heart with this 


Cruelty? I was miſerable enough before; however 


4 bad then the Conſolation of living for . 
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I thought my ſelf belov'd abave all Things, and 1 
that Thought gave me many :{ntervals of Happi- | jo 


zeſt ;. but alas ! I (find I was miſtaken. Is that, 
my Fault or yours * I fear the Love I bear you 
blinds me; and in that Error perhaps I as of you 
more than you owe me, or than you can do for me. Wl 
But my Love tells me all is immeaſurable and un- bi | 
bounded: and if your Life is mine, as you have 
ſaid and ſworn to me à theuſand Times, why theu 
do you parpoſe to hazard it-againſt my Conſent ? 
why do you think of applying it to any other Ser- 
vice but mine? Ah Otmin! how little muſt he 
anderſtand Love, who wants to be put in Mind of [i 
this! Glory may be every where acquir'd, and by | [ Wo 
Mien of the moſt ordinary Capacities. But, allow- _ 
ing that this Glory is to ber every Conſid era. 
tion in the World beſides, I believe there are thoſe | 
79 be found who wou'd make no ſcraple to aſſert 4} 
that there is a thouſand times more ſolid Glory in 
protecting and comforting one under my Di- {1 
 fireſſes, than in ſerving all the Kings in the 
World. 
OS MIN was unable to withſtand ſuch pow- 
erful Attacks. Love maintain'd his Prerogative 
and carried the Point in this Diſpute, by con- 
vincing his Heroic Votary that he ought to ſub- 
mit. The Court began their Journey towards 
the Army; and Daraxa was receiv'd into the 
Family of Don Lewis de Padilla with ſuch Ho- 
nours, and treated with ſuch Care and Regard, 
that had the been Daughter to the Queen her. 
ſelf, no greater Reſpect .cou'd have been paid 
her. There was nothing but Magnificence, Aſ- 
ſiduity and a Care to pleaſe her in every thing 
the cou'd deſire; and this Regard was continu- 
ally ſhew'd her from fitſt to laſt while ſhe ſtay d 
| 4. in 
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in this Family. She had alſo the uninterrupted 


Company of her dear inſeparable Donna Elvira, 


who was raviſh'd to find her ſelf bleſs'd with 
ſuch a Companion, as well upon Account of 
the real Friendſhip there was between them, 8 


that ſhe was the Confident of her Paſſion for 


the agreeable Stranger. Daraxa might have 
been eaſy enough under her preſent Condition, 


had not one thing been wanting; which was the 
Poſſeſſion of a little more Liberty than ſhe found 


ſhe muſt expect in this Family. She cou'd but 


ill bear, this kind of Reſtraint, having never been 


us'd to it, not even in the Court it ſelf. This 


ſour'd all the Generoſity, the Civilities and the 


Reſpect with which Don Lewzs treated her. This 


Vas the firſt Place in which the had ever known 


what it was to be aPriſoner, and here ſhe thought 
her State of Slavery began. They were not per- 
mitted to ſtir out upon any Occaſion. The 
whole Scene of their Pleaſures was confin'd 


within the Limits of a Garden; indeed a very 


delightful one; but where they us'd only to walk 


in the Evenings, and never without the Compa- 
ny of Don Lewes himſelf, or his Son Don K - 


drigo. Her Apartment, which was very magni- 
ficent indeed, yet had no Proſpect but that of 
the Garden, without ſo much as one Window 
looking towards the Street. She ſaw no body 
thatcameto the Houſe, whether Men or Women ; 
nay, feldom any of the People of the Family ; 
her own Moors indeed were permitted to come 
into her 'Apartment, but few or none beſides. 
All this was cover'd under the Pretence of not 


incommoding her, and carried on out of a ſeem- 


ing Reſpe& due to her particular Quality, which 
were the Colours and Varniſh Don Lewis put 
| | e upon 
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upon this Captivity ; but with ſo much Art, Ad- 
dreſs and good Breeding, that nothing in the 
World cou'd poſſibly look more natural. You: 
may imagine that Donna Elvira was as ſtriftly 
confin'd ; but, as ſhe had always been us'd to it, 
it did not therefore ſeem ſo bitter to her, as it did 
to Daraxa, who by this means found her ſelf 
depriv'd of all poſſible Hopes of getting any In- 
telligence how it far'd with her dear Lover. In 
this melancholy JunQure, Donna Elvira's Paſ- 
ſion for Oſmin was of great Uſe to her: For as 
Elvira cou'd not enjoy a Moment's Quiet with- 
out hearing from her dear Don Jayme, ſhe was 
_ reſolv'd to write to him, and by the Manage- 
ment of one of her Waiting-women, in whom 
ſhe plac'd an entire Confidence, had found means 
to procure a Man independent of the Family, 
who undertook to deliver the Letter with the. 
utmoſt Fidelity. Elvira conſulted her dear Da- 
raxa in it; and beg'd of her, by way of Gallan- 
try, to add a Poſtſcript in the Mooriſh Tongue, of 
which the Gentleman had inform'd them he un- 
derſtood a little. Daraxa was caſily prevail'd 
with; and wrote two or three Lines to this 
Purpoſe. F 

ALWAYS more unſortunate, and altways 
more and more paſſionate. The great Happineſs 
of a Heart conſiſts in beholding the Objedt of its 
Love; and its extream Unhappineſs, in being de- 
priv'd of it. But, if yon won'd have me live, let 
me, at leaſt, hear from you as ſuon as poſſible. 
This 1s the only way of correſponding we have 
at Po re I hope you will contrive a better. 

DARAXA interpreted theſe Words in ſome 
Other Senſe to Donna Elvira, who was wholly 
unacquainted with the Mooriſ Language. The 

Von VI. e Lettet 
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Letter was deliver'd, and Oſinin receiv'd it with | 
exceeding Joy; he had been much troubled at 


not having heard from his Miſtreſs, and had at- 


tempted, in vain, ſeveral ways to write to her. 


He therefore readily embrac'd the Opportunity 
of this Meſſenger, and, by a generous Liberali- 


ty, engag'd him to venture back with an An- 


ſwer. This Letter of his Miſtreſs, the more 
unexpected it was, gave the greater Comfort in 
that Diſtreſs he had been in ever ſince her cloſe 
Confinement at the Houſe of Don Lewis; which 


had all along been ſo very ſtrict, that he had 


found it impracticable either to ſee her or write 
to her. This Change, from the Liberty they 


_ enjoy'd at Sevr/, had been too great not to afflict 


him ſenſibly ; but he knew no Remedy but pa- 
tient Perſeverance: not but that he had ſome 
Hopes from the fruitful and cunning Invention 
of Orviedo. This faithful Attendant, who al- 
ways partook of his Lord's Afflictions, put him- 


ſelf into the Habit of a poor Labourer, that in 
this Diſguiſe be might ſafely walk near Don 


Lewis's Houſe, and pry into all the Avenues 
leading to it, with the leſs Suſpicion. His De- 
ſign was, if poſſible, to get to the Speech of one 


of Daraxa's Women; or, in caſe he fail'd of 


that, to make an Acquaintance with one of the 
Servants of the Houſe. One Day, as he' was 
ſtanding by to ſee the Workmen repair a Part of 
Don Lewis's Garden Wall that was fall'n down, 
the Maſter-Maſon ſeeing: him ſo very attentive, 
took him for one of the Trade, and knowing 
that Don Lewis was urgent to have the Work 


diſpatch'd, ask'd him whether he wanted Em- 
ployment, telling him that if he pleas'd he might 
work with them. Orviedo reply'd, that he was 


al- 
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alteady in Buſineſs; but that he had an Acquain- 
tance, who was out of Employ, and wou'd be 
lad to undertake to work with him, ſo far as 
e underſtood of it. The Maſon deſir'd him to 
bring his Friend to him, telling him, if he cou'd 
but carry Mortar or bring Stones in the Wheel- 
barrow, it was as much as he deſir'd, and that 
he wou'd pay him well for it. Orviedo was ſa- 
tisfy'd with this; and returning immediately to our 
expecting Lover, told him, ſmiling, what a 
pretty Employment he had procur'd him; at the 
ſame time putting him in Mind, how by this 
means he might poſſibly find an Opportunity to 
puſh the Affair of his Le Fortune wou'd 
but favour him a little. nin reliſh'd his Con- 
trivance very well, as odd as it might ſeem; and 
readily accepted the Employment. He only 
wanted a Labourer's Dreſs, which was ſoon pro- 
vided for him; and Orviedo, that very Night. 
conducted him to the Maſter- Maſon. He told 
the Maſon his Name was Ambraſio; that he was 
a poor unfortunate Soldier, who had been four 
Years a Priſoner among the Moors, and being 
ſomehow diſabled for the Service, was now re- 
duc'd to labour for his Bread. The Bargain 
was foon ſtruck, and he was hir'd, and by Ap- 


pointment was to come to Work the next Morn- 


* MBROSTO (tor ſo we muſt now call 
him) did not fail to attend his new Maſter be- 
times ; who, bringing him into the Garden, bid 
him take the Wheelbarrow, and told him what 
he was to do. He went as readily and expertly 
about it, as if he had been us'd to the Buſineſs all 
his Life. And his Maſter, finding him fo chear- 
ful and handy at his Works Fas mightily pleas'd 
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with him, and ſaid, that if his new Man kept on 
with the lame Diligence with which he begun, 


he ſhou'd have an excellent Labourer of him. It 


was ſome time before he cou'd perceive any bo- 
dy ſtirring in the Houſe; and much too early to 
expect to ſee the Ladies. But at laſt, as he was 
looking up at the Windows, which happen'd to 
be thoſe of Daraxa's Apartment, he obſerv'd 
ſome of her Mooriſ Women, who were ſtirring 

that Way; nor was it long before he got a 
Sight of Elvira, and Daraxa her ſelf. Theſe 
two Ladies, who had not the leaſt Intimation of 
this new Contrivance, were far enough from 
thinking that Oſmin was ſo near them, or dream- 
ing of the comical Maſquerade into which he had 
put himſelf. As for him, he was hitherto very 
well pleas'd with his new Condition, and divert- 
ed himſelf wich the Humour of his odd Diſguiſe. 
He was already anticipating the Succeſs of it, and 


_ pleaſing himſelf with the Surprize into which he 


ſhou'd put the Ladies, when they ſhon'd come 
into the Garden and find him in fuch an Equipage. 


But he form'd all thefe agreeable Ideas without | 


knowing or conlidering the Temper of Don 


I. euis, who in point of Women was, if poſſi- 


ble, more than a Spaniard. Daraxa had been 

deliver'd to him by the Queen in a particular 
Manner ; and he thought he cou'd not acquit 
himſelf better of the Charge, than by watching 


every Step of her Conduct, Night and Day. He 


imagin'd he ſhou'd ſhew himſelf unworthy ofthe 
Choice the Queen had made of him, if he ſhou'd 
flacken the Reins of his ConduRt one Moment. 
He knew this Beauty was not without Admirers; 
and his own Experience had taught him, that 
Love cou'd make People undertake any thing. 
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He did not believe Daraxa was more inſenſible 
than other Women are; at lealt he knew that 
thoſe of her Country were eſteem'd as littlecruel 
as one wou'd detire, and none more add &ed to 
Gallantry and Pleaſure. But he was yer more 
afraid from without than trom within, of the 
Lovers than of the Mittrely ; becauſe, tho? per- 
haps Men are ſeldom more amorous, they are 
ſuppos'd to be more daring aud enterprizing than 
Women. The Perſon whom Don Lewis was 
moſt ſuſpicious of upon this Account, was Don 
Alonzo, becauſe he was generally reputed to ſtand 
the faireſt in the beautiful Moor's Favour, who, 
tho” he (till was confin'd to his Chamber, becauſe 
of his Wound, yet fail'd not to give Don Lewis 

fome Uneaſineſs; ſince, tho' he was not able to 
come abroad, it was poſſible he might write. 
And therefore, to quiet all his Fears, he was re- 
ſolv'd to cut off all manner of Communication e- 
very way. He was continually preſſing his Ma- 
ſons to diſpatch the Wall; as well to ſecute that 
Breach, as for fear one of them ſhou'd be bold 
and cunning enough to be employ'd in ſome 
Meſſage. In this Sollicitude, he wou'd not truſt 
his own Son, (who was yet a Creature ten 
times more troubleſom and vexatious than him- 
ſelf) but wou'd in his own Perſon wait upon 
the young Ladies every Evening, when they 
walk'd in the Garden, ever ſince theſe Maſons 
had been employ'd. Or if he happen'd to leave 
them to themſelves whilit he went to overlook 
his Workmen, his Son, excited with the two 
Spurs of Love and Jeafouſy, wou'd never be au 
Inch from them: All which gave Ambroſig a 
great deal of Trouble and Uneaſineſs. Don 

ewis was not long before he took Notice of 


G 3 this 
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this new Work man, and obſery'd him to be of a 
grave and ſerious Aſpect, and one that appear'd 
very Intent and Diligent in his Buſineſs ; but for 
that time he made no further Remark ; and the 
Dusk of the Evening approaching, the Workmen 
left off and went home. Ambroſio retir'd too 
with the reſt; but with the Mortification of ha- 
ving ſeen Don Kodrigo walk about the Garden 
with his Miſtreſs, whom he knew to be one ofhis 
„ 93 1 
LovE, tho? it is the moſt violent of all the 
Paſſions, is nevertheleſs that which requires the 
greateſt Patience; for it ſeldom gains its Point, 
but by flow and regular Advances. Ambroſe» 
was well acquainted with this Maxim; he was 
not to learn it now; neither did this firſt Day's 
Diſappointment in the leaft baulk his Reſoluti- 
on; ſo far from it, that he thought himſelf well 
requited for this Day's Trouble. In Love Mat- 
ters, he may be reckon'd a conſiderable Gainer 
who gets a Sight of his Miſtreſs ; many Lovers 
wou'd think themfelves very happy in ſuch a Fa- 
vour; and in Spain, where the Women are kept 
fo retir'd, it paſſes for a Privilege of thoſe who 
enjoy the peculiar Smiles of Fortune. | 

HE next Morning the amorous Ambraſio re- 
turn'd to his Work with great Exactneſs and Di- 
tigence. His Maſter was prodigioufly pleas'd 
with him, and began to propoſe him as a Pattern 
of Induſtry for the reſt. The Wheelbarrow was 
in perpetual Motion, and as he wheel'd the Stones 
along, he often pals'd thro' a Walk that lay un- 
der the Windows of Daraxa's Apartment. He 
no ſooner ſpy'd Laida there, but he began to 
fing one of the Songs of the Mooriſh Peaſants. 
Being naturally of a brisk gay Temper, * 1 
| : | el- 
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Fellow-workmen knowing that he had been a 
long time Priſoner in that Country, no body was 
ſurpriz'd to hear him ſing in that manner: But 
Lada, (truck with a Curioſity to know who it 
cou'd be that ſung fo well in their Language, 
went down into the Garden and difcover'd'twas 
Oſmin. She pretended to be gathering Flowers 
for her Miſtreſs, as ſhe often did; and our Lo- 
ver, as he came by with his Wheelbarrow, with- 
out ſtopping or taking the leaſt Notice, dropt a 
Letter juſt by her, which he had before in Readi- 
nefs for ſuch a Purpoſe, which ſhe inſtantly 
catch'd up, and run directly with it to her Mi- 
ſtreſs. One may eaſily imagine the Joy and Sur- 
prize of Daraxa upon this Saen yet the im- 

etuous Paſſion of her Friend made her judge it 
improper to communicate the Secret to her, leſt 
her unguarded Forwardneſs ſnou'd ſpoil all, or 
at leaſt ſhe might conceive ſome Fit of Jealouſy 
from it. Daraxa was yet in Bed; but got up 
and dreſs'd herſelf in half a Minute, and run to 
the Window that ſhe might enjoy the Sight of 
her dear Lover. It affected her ſenſibly to ſee 
into what Figure and Condition he had tranſ- 
form'd himſelf for her Sake. But, as the Hearts 
of Lovers feed, as it were, upon the little Inci- 

dents of Love, an Amour calm and undiſturb'd 
wou'd want its Salt and Poignancy, and be in 

Danger of palling our Appetite. Daraxa writ 
an Anſwer to this Letter, and Laida took her 
Opportunity to convey it unperceiv'd. Ambroſio 
mitzht be ſaid, in ſome ſort, to enjoy the Fruits 
of his Labour; Daraxa was almoſt all Day at 
her Window, and he had the Pleaſure of ſeeing 

her almoſt the whole Time. Continually, as he 
went to and fro under the Window, they con- 
| G4: vers'd 
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convers'd by Signs, and entertain'd each other 
in dumb Show. Thoſe who have never been 
in Love to the Purpoſe, may perhaps look upon 
all theſe myſterious Matters as very trifling and 
fiily; but they who have truly known the mighty 
Force of that Deity, cannot help feeling a ſecret 
Tranſport at the bare mention of theſe Parti- 
Culars. | | 
_ Tnis new Intrigue was carried on thus for 
ſoine few Days. Don Lewis viſited his Work- 
men every Evening to fee how they went on, 
and to quicken them to a Diſpatch by his Pre- 
 Tence. Whoever appear'd to loiter and be flow 
at the Buſineſs, yet (till he obſerv'd that this new 
Man never baulk'd his Work, but acquitted him- 
{elf briskly and indefatigably. This made him 
take a Fancy to him; in ſeeing his extraordinary 
laduitry, he thought with himſelf what an ex- 
cellent $21vant he might make him. With this 
View, he ſtep'd to the Maſter-Maſon, and ask'd 
him where he got this Workman. The Maſter 
replied, one of their Trade had recommended 
him to him, and that, as far as he could per- 
ceive, he was a very honeſt laborious Fellow. 
Don Lew:s, well pleas'd with this Character, 
goes up to our Labourer, to whoin he had ne- 
ver as yet ſpoke, and ask'd him from whence he 
came. Ambraſio anſwer'd in a plain downright 
Style, That he was of Arragon; and went on, 
giving ſuch an Account of himſelf, as he had 
before given to the Maſter-Maſon. Don Lewis 
found no reaſon to queſtion the Truth ofshis 
Relation; he even fancied that he had the Look 
and Diale& of an Arragonian. He then ask'd 
him what the Maſter was whom he had ſery'd 
at Granada, and in what Manner he employ'd him. 
Ambroſio 
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Ambroſio anſwer'd, that he was an eminent Mer- 
chant, who had a moſt noble and beautiful 
Garden,. in which he was put to Labout, and 
chiefly employ'd in looking after the Flowers, 
in whoſe Culture and Improvements he had been 
inſtructed. This made Don Leis ten times 
more earneſt to take him into his Service. He 
knew the Moors were very curious in Flowers; 
and he wanted juſt fuch a Man to look after 
thoſe of his own Garden. He had been three 
Months laying out for ſuch a one, and was 
heartily glad of the Opportunity of meeting 
with this. He tells him he already had a Gar- 
dener, but he was not very expert in Flowers; 
and therefore, if he was willing to ſerve him, and 
would be diligent in his Buſineſs, he would give 
him good Wages, and take care of his Fortune; 
and that he might depend upon ir, in caſe he 
did his Duty with Fidelity and Exactneſs. Am- 
broſio expreſs'd his Acknowledgment in the true 
ſervile Way, ſhewing by cringing and ſcraping, 
more than by Words, how ſenlible he was of 
ſo great Favours from ſo great a Man, and that 
he deſit'd no better Fortune than to ſerve and 
leaſe him. Thus the Agreement was made; and 
Don Lewis told him he had no more to do but 
to diſcharge himſelf of the Maſon's Service, and 
come the next Day, and enter upon his Employ- 
ment in the Garden, where all Things ſhould 
be ready for him. FE 5 
Tuis was Metamorpholis upon Metamor— 
phoſis; Oſmin transtorm'd tirft into a Maton's 
Labourer, and from thence into a Gardener'; 
and that, to the ſagacious, penetrating, vigilant | 
Marquis de Padilla; who at his coming the next 
Day, fail'd not, in the firit Place, to give him 
G grave 
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ſcare and ample Inſtructions, as to the Condud 

he was to obſerve in his Family; particularly 
with reſpe& to the Women; and that, not on- 
ly. towards the Ladies, to whom the utmoſt Re- 
ard was due, but alſo towards all the Female 
zervants, with none of which he muſt have any 


_, Converſation, if he meant to ſtay in his Service. 


He dwelt upon this Head fo much the longer, 
becauſe he found him, notwithſtanding his En- 
deavours to diſguiſe his Air and Mien, to be 
well-look'd, and of a very handſom Perſon : 
And our experienc'd old Don was far from be- 
ing ignorant what a dangerous Creature a hand- 
- ſom Servant is, in a Family where a familiar 
Converſation with Men is forbidden. Theſe 
Leſſons of Continence and Abſtinence, fo grave- 
. ty diſplay'd and held forth, ſufficiently diſcover'd 
to Ambroſio the Temper of his new Maſter; and 
plainly intimated to him, how much it con- 
cern'd him to keep à ftrict Guard, and be 
careful not to make a falſe Step. 
Hk was no ſooner come, and ſettled in his 
uſineſs, but he preſently fell to work upon 
Tome extraordinary Performance, by which he 
Might gain the good Opinion of his Maſter; 
who was not long before he came to fee him 
work, and to know how he ſet himſelf about 
his Buſineſs. He was a Judge, and therefore 
preſently perceiv'd that his new Servant was an 
*Artiſt. For Oſinin, as was uſual for the Moor:f 
People of Quality, was a great Lover of Flow- 
ers, and underftood the Culture and Manage- 
ment of them, better than moſt of thofe who 
are employ'd about the mechanical ſervile Part 
of the Buſineſs. * | 


D A- 


Oſmin and Daraxa. 131 
DAR AXA, who was up that Morning 
ſomething earlier than uſual, to entertain ber 
ſelf at the Window, was ſurpriz'd to ſee her 
Lover talking with Don Lewis in the great 
Flower-Garden. The Sight of Don Lewis ob- 
lig'd her to keep behind the Curtain of the Win- 
doy, left he ſhould ſee her, well knowing how 
ſuſpicious he was upon ſuch Occaſions. She 
could not gueſs what new Contrivance this 
might be; but, as ſoon as Pon Lewss walk'd 
away, Oſmin, to whom ſhe preſently difcover'd 
her ſelf, made her apprehend the whole Matter 
by Signs, and that he had got a new Maſter, 
and a new Trade. Daraæa thought thisvery comical 
and extraordinary; the Conceit of it kept her, 
for ſome time, in the moſt agreeable Smile that 
ever was; indeed ſhe was exceeding glad of it; 
' concluding that now ſhe ſhonld have more fre- 
eee of ſeeing him, if not conver- 
ſing with him, or, at leaſt, a full Freedom of correſ- 
i Letter: Pleaſures ſhe had little Reaſon 
to expect in a Houſe like that; and Pleaſures which 
ſhe could have reliſh'd much more fincerely,had ſhe 
not continually had reaſon to dread the violent 
Sallies of Donna Elvira, from whom it was im- 
poflible to hide it any longer. She judg'd it 
would de beſt to prevent her from making the 
Diſcovery of her ſelf, and therefore reſolv'd to 
tell her of it; that ſhe might be prepar'd for it by 
Degrees, rather than ſurpriz'd into it at once; 
for probably, the unexpected finding of her dear 
Don Jayme might have fo diſcompos'd and diſ- 

_ order'd her, as to have produc'd ſome very ill 
Effect. e a a : 
Ar Dinner Don Leuis mention'd his new 
Gardener, and ſeem'd wonderfully pleas'd * 
| | e 
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he had pitch'd upon one who had been ſo well 
practis'd in the Culture aud Improvement of 
Flowers: he perſuaded himſelf that he was en- 
ticely skilful, and therefore made no queſtion 


but he ſhould have his Flower-Garden kept in 


high Order for the ſuture. This Diſcourſe pals'd 
quickly and quietly over, for no body made any 
Reply to it. But when Dinner was done, Da- 
raxa leading her Friend into her own Apart- 
ment, and reſolving to divert her ſelf a little 
With her, ſhew'd her from the Window this 
new Gardener, of whom her Father had been 


talking at Dinner, and at the ſame time ask'd 


her if her Heart whiſper'd nothing to her in 
his Favour? Donna Elvira, ſurpriz'd at ſuch a 
Quettion, was at a loſs what to think of it; 


but, conlidering the Man very attentively, ſhe 


began to have ſome Suſpicion of the Matter; 
tho? the Fear of being miſtaken and laugh'd at 
by her Friend, kept her in a kind of Suſpenſe 
between Joy and Shame, ſo that ſhe knew not 
how to explain ker felt; till Daraxa, who could 


no longer forbear laughing, by pre ſſing her to 


anſwer, and reproaching her with Iuſenſibility, 
confirm'd her in the real Truth of the Matter. 
Upon which ſhe butſt ont into ſuch a flood of 
Joy, that Daraxa was perteQly convinc'd to what 
a height of Paſſion her Friend was tranſported; 
and how prudently ſhe had acted jn preventing 
Elvira from making the Diſcovery in the Pre- 
fence of her Father and Brother. She therefore 


took this Occaſion to demonſtrate to her of 


what Concern it was to her Lover Don Fayme, 
that none of theſe warm Tranſports ſhovldſever 
give her any Emotions before any Perſon what- 


ever. 
EL- 


ELVIRA promis'd to uſe all poſſible Pre- 
caution in her Condu@ in this Affair; but ſhe. 
was raviſh'd with the Addreſs and Contrivance, 
of her pretended Lover, who had fo ingeniouſly 
outwitted her Father upon this Occaſion, who 
was the moſt ſuſpicious and diſtruſtful of all 
Men, and the molt upon his Guard. She could 
not forbear expreſſing how much Don Jayme 
muſt needs be in Love with her, when he had 
undertaken ſo hazardous an Enterprize, and put 


himſelf into ſo mean an Employment upon her 


Account. Daraxa did not want to be told for 
whoſe ſake he did this, but ſhe had more Rea- 
ſon than ever not to let her be undeceiv'd. There 
was nothing now but Pleaſures and Intrigues, 
between the two Ladies and the happy Garde- 
ner, from Morning to Night. Each of the La- 
dies had her own particular Confident ; Laida was 
the beautiful Moor's; and Claricia, the Waiting- 
woman before- mention'd, was the. amorous 
Donna Elvira's. Both theſe Maids were quick 
and expert in the Buſineſs for which they were 
employ'd, and both of them ſerv'd their Ladies 
with Readineſs, Exactneſs and Fidelity. Am- 
brofio acquitted himſelf admirably well, and to 
both their Satisfactions. T'hus far all was well 
manag'd, and no Suſpicions were given; Daraxa 
was the general Confident in all her Friend's 
Affairs, but Elvira was not truſted by her in the 
ſame manner. Such a thing was impraQicable ; 
nor was it indeed fit that ſhe ſhould have the leaſt 
Shadow of the real Truth. All muſt have been 
loſt if ſhe had: which laid Daxara under an 
eternal Conſtraint, which was not without ſuf- 
ficient. Trouble and Vexation. But, as it was 
impoſſible at preſent to help it, ſhe was forc'd to 


make 
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make uſe of all her Prudence, of which the had 
no ſmall Share, ro ſupport her under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances. The fair Elvira was no leſs dif- 
cerning than amorous; and too paſſionately in 
Love not to be eafily inflam'd with the leaſt. 
ſpark of Jealouſy. The Love-Billets travell'd 
to and fro; each Party had a particular Hiding- 
Place for them in the Garden, but Elvira knew 
nething of her Friend's. Thither the Billets 
were carried, and the Anſwers fetch'd, at pro- 
per and convenient Times A Scheme of Gal- 
lantry fo admirably well regulated, that nothing 
could exceed it. All was ſo well ſettled, that 
they had no more to do but to keep ſtrictly to 
their Meaſures. *Twas ſure a moſt agreeable 
delightful Life. But how can Love, which 
knows no Bounds, know how to ſtop when 
is well? Whenever that happens it ceaſes to be 
Love. That Pafſion muſt be in a continual Pro- 
reſs, and muſt have a perpetual Fund of new 
Preafures to feed upon. The beauteous Spantard, 
who was a true Lover of this Sort, began to 
think that the Pleaſures of ſeeing and writing 
were but inſipid, where a cloſer Converſation 
might be had. She therefore told her Friend, 
how eafily they might meet Don Feyme at 
Night, when the reſt of the Family were in Bed 
and a-ſteep; that he might come to the Win- 
dows of the Gallery below, and that Claricia 
could eaſily N a Key to it. Thoſe Win- 
dows, ſhe ſaid, were not more than a Man's 


Tem from the Ground, fo that they might 
have the Conveniency and Satisfaction of talk - 
ing with him as much as they would. This 
Propoſal, at firſt, ſeem'd a little ſhocking to Da- 
raxa; à Meeting of this nature, as ſecure as it 


Oſmin ard Daraxa. 
was pretended to be, appear'd liable to a thou- 
ſand Dangers and Inconveniencies; but, as ſbe 


too was no lefs in Love, the Proſpect of being 
fo much nearer her Loyer, of converfing wi 


him, and poffibly having an Opportunity to tell 


him the tender Sentiments of her Heart, joyni 

with the Prevalence of her Paſſion, carried the 
Point againft all other Confiderations, Don 
Fayme was made acquainted with the Propo 

and embrac'd it with the utmoſt Joy, 'He lay 
in a little Houſe belonging to the Gardener, at 
the farther end all the Garden; the Door of 
which was conſtantly ſhut up as ſoon as it grew 
dark, by the expreſs Command of Don Lewis, 
and not open'd again before Morning, when it 
was time to go to work. Theſe Orders were 
requir'd to be kept with a moſt ſtridt Obſer- 
vance: but this was a Difficulty our Cavalier 
deſpis'd; he was too well diſciplin'd in Love-Af- 
fairs to boggle at ſo light an Obſtacle. He pre- 


ſently made himſelf a Ladder of Ropes, by means 
of which he could at any time with eaſe de- 


ſcend from his Chamber Window into the Gar- 


den, and return as readily. He took care to have 
the Taking made acquainted with this pretty Ex- 


pedient, and promis'd to attend them that ve 

{ame Night, at the Time and Place appointed. 
The Deſire of this Interview Deng ate ardent 
in all Parties, the Hour of Midnight was no 


ſooner ſtruck, being the prefix'd Timefor it, and 


the Window open'd, but a ſcene of Joy was 
diſplay'd to the three expecting Lovers. Donna 


Elvira kept no Reſtraint in the impetuous Tide 


of her Paſſion; That of Daraæa, tho' wiſely 
with-held from over- flowing, yet was nothi 
inferiour to her Friend's, But Elvira would ab- 

ſolutely 
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ſolutely engroſs the whole Window; there 
"Was no way in the world to diſpute it with her. 
Vet this could have been forgiven, would ſhe 
have ſtopt there; but as Night naturally inſpires 
lidertine Wiſhes in matters of Love, and ſome- 
times emboldens even to ſuch Actions as would 
not ftand the teſt of Day-light, by abating ſome 
degrees of Baſhfulneſs, or, at leaſt, covering the 
Bluſhes that ariſe from it; our amorous, tranſ- 
ported, beauteous Sparrard, hurried away by the 
{trong bent of her Paſſion, proceeded to indulge 
her ſelf in fome ſort of Freedoms with her dear 
Don Fayme, which were by no means well re- 
liſh'd by Daraxa. The Windows of the Gal- 
lery were indeed ſecur'd with a double Range of 
iron Bars; but they were fo wide aſunder, that 
Donna Elvira could eaſily put her Hands and 
Arms quite through, which ſhe did, to the great 
Regret and Anguiſh of her Friend Daraxa. But 
the latter ſaw the Neceſſity of bearing with it; 
She knew her ſelf, after all, ſecure of her Lover's 
Heart, which Conſideration. wiſely fortified her 
againſt all thoſe Careſſes of the fond Elvira, 
which muſt otherwiſe have poiſon'd the Quiet 
of her Mind. Oſmin, who was not to be in- 
form'd of the nice and delicate Senſe of the 
Women of his Country, in theſe tender Points, 
was careful to take Opportunities, which the 
Obſcutity of the Night gave him, to mitigate 
thoſe Troubles of his Miſtreſs, by ſeveral gentle 
amorous Endeai ments of her, unperceiv'd by 
Donna &lvira. And thus the lovely Moor was en- 
tertain'd, ſometimes with the bitter, ſometimes 
with the {weet Part of the various Feaſt of Love. 
The Sp. #:þ Beauty ſeem'd to be the moſt happy; 
but had iu reality tte lealt Reaſon to be thought 
| | 10, 


term'd, real Happinels. 


Oſmin and Daraxa. 137 


ſo. But, as our Senſe and Enjoyment of any thing 
depend altogether upon our Opinions, it is cer- 
tain that they only are truly happy, who think 
themſelves ſo. To be happy and not know it, 
is but an Agpravation of our Miſery, To be 
miſerable in the Eye of others, and yet fortunate 
in ones own Eſteem, is, however it may be 
TIs firſt Interview in the Dark had been 
. ſo charming to Donna Elvira, that ſhe wiſh'd, 
not only for a ſecond, but that ſhe mip ht ſpend 
every Night after the ſame Manner. Daraxa's 
Pleaſure in theſe Aſſignations was abridg'd more 
and more every time; for her Friend, whofe 
Paſſion was more and more inflam'd each time, 
could hardly now be kept with any Bounds of 
Modeſty. Daraxa bore it as long as ſhe was a- 
ble; but at laſt could not help writing to her 
Lover, to let him know the uneaſy Agitations of 
ber Mind; telling him plainly that the Pleaſures 
of ſeeing him at the Window coſt her ſo very 
dear, that ſhe could wiſh an end were put to it. 
Oſmin, who would rather dye than give his Mi- 
ſtreſs the leaſt Diſquiet, from that time moſt 
carefully avoided whatever he thought might oc- 
caſion her any Uneaſineſs, and chang'd his man- 
ner of converſing with Donna Elvira into a 
ſtrange Coldneſs, which was ſcarce a degree a- 
bove Indifference. But ſtill, as he was a Man, 
in his Nature far from being inſenſible, and ha- 
bitually vers'd in Complaiſance and courtly 
_ Breeding, it would have been the moſt difficult 
thing in the World, to be ſo continually ex- 
pos'd to the amorous Tendernefles of ſuch a 
beautiful young Creature, without ſometimes 
forgetting himſelf. It might perhaps have been a 


Crime 
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Crime to court or provoke ſuch Tenderneſſes, 
or even not to have avoided them as much as lay 
in his Power; but What can he do, when he is 
inſenſibly involv'd in them, and inſnar'd with- 
out conſidering where he is? Something more 
or leſs than Man muſt be qualified for ſuch a 
Reſiſtance. He muſt either have a more con- 


ſummate Virtue than human Creatures can pre- 


tend to, or the ſenſeleſs Stupidity of a Stock or 
Stone. Daraxa's Meaſures were therefore well 
and wiſely founded; and her Lover, whoſe only 
ſtudy was to pleaſe her, ſhew'd himſelf extreme- 
Iy devoted to her Will in being able to practiſe 
the reſerv'd Behaviour which be did. 

Tre Time was now come that the Maſons 


had finiſh'd their Work, and Don Leuis, being 
free from that Care, left the young Folks more 


at their Liberty, to walk every Evening in the 
Garden. This created new Joy in the Ladies ; 
they were not ſo much afraid of Don Rodrigo; 
particularly Elvira, who ſtood in little or no awe 
of him. She reſolv'd to uſe him betimes to her 
talking with Ambroſio; and as ſhe ſaw him paſ- 
ſong by an Arbour, where they were ſiiting, ſhe 
defir*d her Brother to call to him, and to bid him 
bring ſome Flowers. He readily complied with 
her Requeſt, by doing as ſhe deſir'd; and Axzbro- 
Fio brought them a Basket of Flowers. Donna 
Elvira, whoſe Deſign was to keep him there as 
long as ſhe could, ask'd him ſeveral Queſtions 
about his Impriſoument at Granada, which drew 
in Don Rodrigo to ask him ſeveral more: and 
at laſt, Daraxe was defir'd to talk to him in the 
Mooriſh Tongue, to ſee how well he underſtood 
it. This ſhe was eaſily perſuaded to do; and af- 
ter asking him a Queſtion or two, ſhe told _ 
a, that 
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that for a Spaniard, he ſpoke it tolerably well. 
Don Kodrigo had done him the honour to talk 
with him before now, and fancied he found in 
him a more than ordinary Capacity; tho? Ambro- 
ſio did not affect to ſhew any Ingenuity in thoſe 
_ Diſcourſes. The Ladies were ſatisfied with 
this for an Introduction this way, but 'twas 
N ight gave the mighty Pleaſure to Elvira, and 
Diſpleaſure to Daraæxa, or at leaſt a Pleaſure too 
much allay'd. As for the Evening Walk, Am- 
broſio, under ſome Pretence or other, always 
made one. Don Rodrigo, who every Day took 
notice of freſh Inſtances of his good Under- 
ſtanding, grew to be mightily pleas'd with him, 
and having a Deſign to make uſe of him in his 
Pretenſions to Daraxa, was forward enough of 
bimſelf to call him to them, without being re- 
queſted by the Ladies; and, in order to the De- 
ſign he had forn''dy often put him upon talking 
Mooriſh with Daraxa. This honeſt Gardener, 
being by this means become more familiar with 
his young Mafter and both the Ladies, did not, 
as at firſt, ſtay till he was call'd, but as ſoon as 
ever he ſaw them in the Garden, always made 
ſome Pretence or other to go to them; or if by 
Chance he ſhould miſs ſeeing of them, and not 
come immediately, Donna Elvira was ready 
with ſome Excuſe to go to look for him, and never 
fail'd to bring him. Don Kodrigo was not at 
all troubled about this, he took no Umbrage at 
theſe Liberties of his Siſter, not in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pecting that ſhe could have any ſuch Regard far 
a Servant of an inferiour Rank, as he was. But 
Daraxa, who could not help every day obſerv- 
ing the Growth of Elvira's violent Paflion, was 
far from being pleas'd with Incidents or — 
; EE ind. 
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Kind. The Torments ſhe ſubmitted to every 
Night were as much as ſhe could bear; theſe 
Diſquiets in the Day were more. She aggra— 
vated her Affliction, by reflecting that ſhe her 
{elf had been the Cauſe of it. She might ealily 
have ſtifled it in its firſt Birth; For Oſmin, ſo 
far from contributing any thing to it delignedly, 
had importun'd her ſeveral times to put a (top to 
it; he even told her it was troubleſom to him. 
Therefore ſhe could blame none but her ſelf ; 
her own croſs Deſtiny had drawn her into it. 
She had nothing left for it, but now at laſt 10 
take a Reſolution not to ruin her ſelf by 
her own over- Complaiſance. This it was 
certainly in her Power to do; but the nicety 
of the matter conſiſted in taking her Meaſures 
with ſo much Caution as to keep the Remedy 
from being worſe than the Diſeaſe. As to ob- 
liging Oi to break off all Communication, 

nothing was more eaſy; this unalterable Lover 
was abſolutely diſpos'd to obey her in all things, 
But then the Conſequences of ſuch a Rupture were 
e to be apprehended, conſidering the vio- 
lence of Elvira's Paſſion. All Daraxa's Wit 
and. Judgment was requir'd upon this Occaſion; 
and, happily for her, ſuch was her Diſcretion 
that ſhe hardly ever did any thing which could 
want to be repented ß. 

BUT now, it is neceſſary you ſhould, be ac- 
quainted with ſome Particulars abroad, and with- 
out the Incloſure of Don Leuis's Walls, in a 
City, where Daraxa's Beauty had made too con- 
fiderable a Figure to be ſoon forgotten. Among 
all her Lovers, Don Alozz0, as amorous as e- 
ver, being a little recover'd from his Wound, 
and beginning to get aboad, grew quite impa- 
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tient to be thus totally debar'd of ſeeing the Mi- 
ſtreſs of his Heart. He had heard, with extreme 
Concern, that ſhe had been deliver'd up by the 
Queen to Don Leuis's Charge. This was dou- 
bly an AfiCtion to him; as well upon Account 
of Don Kodrigo's being his Rival, as that there 
had been a Ditterence of a long ſtanding, prov 
almoſt into an Antipathy, between his Family 
and that of Don Lewis. This made that Place, 
ſo inacceſſible to all others, much more ſo to 
him; notwithſtanding which, he muſt endeavour. 
to learn ſome Tidings of his Miſtreſs, and if 
poſſible even to ſee her too. In order to this, 
he had taken Care to employ proper Engines 
and Emiſſaries to try to win him ſome Woman 
belonging to Donna Elvira; and Claricia was 
ſhe on whom the Lot fell. She was a ſharp 
Wench, very fit for the Buſineſs of Intrigue, al- 
ready experienc'd in managing Lover's Secrets, 
and willing toembark any where, if properly and 
handſomly.retain'd : She could not fail therefore 
of readily coming into Don Hlouze's Meafores, 
who was inſinuating and liberal enough. Wo- 
men of her fort ſeldom hold out long againſt 
Men of his. All that Alonzo defir'd of her, was. 
to contrive ſome Stratagem for him to come to 
the Sight, and if poſſible, to the Speech of Da- 
raxa. Claricia, well paid before-hand, (as in 
Buſineſs of any kind is no ill way of proceed- 
ing) promis'd him more than he ask'd of her; 
and, as an earneſt of Zeal for his Service, made. 
no ſcruple of acquainting him with all that had 
paſs'd between Don Jayme and her Miſtreſs; 
and how, from a noble Lord of Arragon, he 
had metamorphos'd himſelf into a Gardener for 
her ſake. Don Al/o»zo was prodigiouſly entertain'd' 
with this Relation; and ask'd a thouſand Que- 
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ſtions about every little Particular in the Story. 
Claricia, who had been intruſted with the whole 
Matter, and a principal Agent in this Nego- 


tiation, took care to gratify his Curioſity in 
every minute Circumſtance. But Daraxa was 
not repreſented to have had any further hand 


in the Affair, than that of an intimate and faith- 


ful Friend. Don Alonze rack'd his Thoughts 
a long while to no Purpoſe to find out Who 


this Don Jayme was, whom he had never heard 
of before either at 2 
5 K ſhould be a Man of that Quality and Merit. 


ourt or in the Army, and 


e could by no means. tell what to think of it. 
His Intrigue,he thought, was cleaverly and inge- 
nioufly carried on; and he wiſh'd he could find 
ſome way of making an Acquaintance and 


_ Friendſhip with a Perſon of his Diſtiuction; he 


fancied they might act in concert very ſucceſs- 
fully together, their Conditions being much the 
fame, and their Miſtreſſes ſhut up within the 


ſame Walls. This Thought uſher'd in a thou- 
ſand others; and being young, amorous, and 


of an active enterprizing Genius, he was 
touc'd with Emulation, and even with a little 


Shame, when he reflected that he had not ated 
with as much Dexterity and Courage, and found 
a way. into this Houſe, and done for the beau- 


tiful Daraxa, what another had done for the 


Love of Donna Elvira. His Mind was fill'd | 


with a multitude of Deſigns, all turning upon 
this Point, many of which were very diverting 


and entertaining to him. 


Bur let us return to poor Daraxa, who was 
ſtill attended with Fears and Cares; the Quietof 
her Days was ſour'd with a perpetual Jealouſy; 


and all her Thoughts were turn'd upon finding 


our 
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out ſome lucky Expedient, by which ſhe might 
ſafely and ſecurely re-eſtabliſh her ſelf in her for- 
mer Tranquility of Mind. Donna Elvira was, 

at the ſame time, as follicitons in contrivin 
how to gratify the warm Defires of her Heart 
with the utmoſt Reſult of Love. She cou'dnot 
find a perfe& Pleaſure in eternal Sighing; and, 
as there was a continual Tendency in her Incli- 
nations after ſomething, ſhe thought it wou'd be 
impoſſible ever to win the Prize of true Happi- 
nels, till ſhe had reach'd the Goal and utmoſt 
Limit of her. Wiſhes. She had, as ſhe thought, 
a Man who deſerv'd all her Eſteem, and all the 
Love ſhe cou'd poſſibly give him. Her Happi- 
neſs depended upon poſſe ſſing the Object of her 
Love; and therefore ſince her Happineſs was, as 
ſhe imagin'd, entirely in her own Power, ſne 
thought ſhe ſhould act very unreaſonably if ſhe 
_ deferr'd the compleating of it a Moment longer. 
Why, reafon'd ſhe with her ſelf, finceI can be 
happy, ſhou'd I not be ſo? Can I ever poſſibly 
love any one better, or indeed half ſo well? 
And how miſerable a Life ſhall I be fureto lead, 
if I ftay to expe& my Father's Choice; when 
he will moſt certainly give me ſome body for a 
Husband in Contradiction to the Sentiments of 
my Heart? Thefe, and ſuch like, were the Re- 
flections of Donna Elvira, while her Soul was 
agitated with a Confuſion of immoderate Love, 
and an irregularity of Thought was ſuggeſted 
by the Violence of her Paſſion; and at laſt ſhe 
came to this Concluſion, that for the perpetual 
Peace of her Mind, ſhe ought to be effectually 
and inſeparably united with her dear Lover; and 
ſhe reſolv'd to open her Mind to Daraxs about 
it. She wanted ſome ſuch Friend to . 
| 1 ce, 
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Ice, and introduce the Overture, theſe being 

ſome Remains of Decency ſhe ſtill retain'd; and 
therefore to ſpare herſelf the Bluſhings and Con- 

| fuſions which wou'd ariſe from the Struggles of 
j Modeſty at the diſcloſing her Intentions to Don 
| Jayme, ſhe thought her lelf very happy in having 

3 a Friend ſo well inſtructed in the ſecret Senti- 
ments of her Soul, that ſhe cou'd not ſurprize 

her with any thing ſhe ſhould propoſe in relati- 

on to her Love. She beliey'd her to be intirely 

in her Intereſts; and after the Complaiſance ſhe 

had always expreſs'd for her, ſhe thought the 

leaſt ſhe cou'd expect from her was, that ſne 

wou'd ſerve her willingly and readily, in a Point 

where her whole Happineſs lay at Stake: She 
therefore took the next Opportunity to commu- 

nicate the Matter to her. Daraxa receiv'd her 
Commiſſion with Silence, but at the ſame time 

with the utmoſt Anguiſh and Perturbation of 

| Mind. Notwithſtanding the admirable Conduct 
| ſhe had hitherto ſhewn in this whole Affair, ſhe 

now had ſo little Command of her ſelf that it 
would not have been very difficult for any one, 
| beſides Donna Elvira, to have diſcern'd her in- 
ward Agitations by her outward Mien; but that 
amorous young Lady's Thoughts were too in- 
tent upon her own Concernments to be at Lei- 
ſare to make any Remarks upon another's. But 
Daraxa, after a little RecolleQion, recovering 
her Temper from the Ruffile it had been in, dur- 
ing this Diſcourſe ſo odious and affliting to her, 
put on a grave and ſerious Look; which was in- 
ſtantly obſerv'd by Elvira, and taken as an ill 
Omen to her ſo paſſionate Wiſhes. However, 
Daraxa began with telling her ſhe was abſolute- 
Iy diſpog'd, in every thing, to comply with her 
; Deſires; 
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Deſires; but that ſhe could not anſwer it to 


Friendſhip and Honour, ſhould ſhe omit to ask 


her, as became a real Friend, whether ſhe had 


well weigh'd and confider'd what ſhe was going 
to do: Nor could ſhe forbear at the ſame time 


remonſtrating to her into how many Miſchiefs 


ſhe was going to precipitate her ſelf, by fo raſh 


and ſudden an Action. And therefore ſhe laid 


before her, all that in Reaſon might diſcourage 


ber from executing ſo unadvis'd a Project, as 
well in regard to what ſhe ow'd her Birth and 


Family, as her ſelf. She deſir'd her to conſider 
next, her Lover; who was a mere unknown 
Stranger ; of whoſe Condition, Birth, or For- 


tune there was no Teſtimony but what he had 


given of himſelf; to which, it wou'd not be the 
greateſt Prudence, to give an implicit Belief : 
and yet that ſhe was going to make him ſuch 
Advances as were not decent for any Virgin to 
make, tho* to a Man of the firft Quality ; much 
leſs for one of her noble Birth and Family. And 
_. ſhould it happen that her Propoſals ſhould not 


meet with the intended Reception, as that might 


poſſibly happen, what a Grief would it be to 
her, and what an eternal Stain muſt it leave upon 
her Repntation. e FE + OE 


TnrEsE Remonſtrances, however juſt and 


reaſonable, were but ill reliſh'd by Donna E vi- 
ra; who, impatient to hear ſo long a Deſcant 
upon what ſhe had already reſolv'd, made her 


the beſt Anſwer ſhe cou'd to all her Seruples; 


ſupplying what was wanting in Strength of Rea- 


fon, with Excuſes drawn from the Prevalence 


of her Love ; which would not ſuffer her to 
yield to any other Perſuafions than thoſe of her 
own Heart. When therefore Daraxs found 
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that there was no Room for Reaſon to take Place 
with her, not being willing to exaſperate her too 
much, ſhe promis'd to do as ſhe defir'd, and told 
her that ſhe would acquaint Don Fayme with her 
Intentions, that very Night. But what a little 
diſcompos'd her was, that Elvira, whether thro? 
Diſtruſt, or to be the ſooner ſatisfy*d of the Suc- 
ceſs, would needs be there her ſelf, behind a 
Curtain, and unknown to Don Jayme. lt was 
now ſomewhat late, and impoſſivle for her to 
give him Notice of this by writing ; yet ſhe com- 


| forted her ſelf in the Belief, that the very Pro- | 
poſal it ſelf would ſo much ſurprize him, as to 


make him conclude there was ſome Myſtery in 
it; for he was not one who ſtood much in need 
of InſtruQtion; a little Hint won ſuffice to put 
him upon his Guard againſt any Emergency. He 
zave a convincing Proof of this upon the preſent 

ccaſion; in which it was impoſſible for any 
one to appear leſs ſurpriz d than he did. Donna 
Klvira's Abſence was alone ſufficient to make 
him ſu ſpect there was ſome Novelty in Hand 
And no ſooner had Daraxa begun to enter upon 
the material Part, but he preſently ſaw thro? the 


whole Buſineſs ; tho' he had never imagin'd that 
Elvira's Paſſion would have carried her to ſuch 


an -Extravagance as this. He thought the beſt 
Turn he could poſſibly give it, would be to un- 
derſtand it as a Piece of Rallery; and accord- 


ingly, whatever Daraxa could ſay to make him 
-apprehend it as a ſerious Thing, yet ſtill he per- 


ſilled to take it in the ſame manner, and could 


not de prevail'd with to believe it otherwiſe dur- 


lade whole Night's Conwerſation = 
HUS was this Megting waſted, in a way diſ- 


agteeable enough to all Parties, which was the 


Kea 
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Reaſon of their parting ſomething ſooner than 


_ uſual. Don Fayme was the firſt who ſeem'd to 

be weary of it, by deſiring leave to withdraw. 
Daraxa thought ſhe had done her Part to the 

full, and really more than ſhe imagin'd ſhe cou'd 


have done. But her Friend was pleas'd to think 


quite otherwiſe of it, and appear'd altogether un- 


ealy and diſlatisfy'd; imputing to Daraxa all the 
wrong Conſtructions and Burleſque Argumen- 


tations of Don Jayme. In this Humour, ſhe 


concluded that no Proxies were proper in the 


Affair of Love; that nothing was to be done 


but tranſaQting one's own Buſineſs with the ſame 
Hands and Tongue that belong'd to the Heart 
concern'd; fince it was impoflible for any one 
elſe to be affected ſenſibly enough to make atrue 
Repreſentation of the Caſe. With theſe Conſi- 
derations ſhe ſupported her Hopes, and flatter'd 


her fond Imagination, that no body cou'd fo 


well open the Paſlage as her ſelf, to let the 


dear Don Fayme into the utmoſt Secrets of her 


Heart. 

By this Daraæxa was convinc'd, that, do what 
ſhe would, ſhe was to be charg'd with all the ill 
Sueceſs of this Intrigue : but ſhe expected nothing 


teſs from the laſt Part of her Employment, and 


therefore was prepar'd to bear it patiently. For 
her Part, ſhe had been ſorry had her Negotiation 
ſucceeded any better than it did; and ſhe paſs'd 
that Night better than ſhe had done any for a 
good while, becauſe every thing went according 
to her Wiſhes. As for Donna Elvira, ſhe was 


far enough from ſleeping; but having had Time, 
during the Remainder of the Night, to let the 


Violence of her Paſſion cool, ſhe found her ſelf 
next Day a little more calm, and better quali- 
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fy'd to diſſemble the Trouble and Anxiety of her 
Heart. She look'd upon the ſedate reſerv'd Be- 
haviour of Daraxa upon this Occaſion as the 
Effect of her ordinary Prudence, and allow'd'it 


to be very excuſable, becauſe, as a Friend, ſhe 


might, with Reaſon enough, have more than 
common. Apprehenſions for her who was going 
to embark her ſelf in ſo very ancertain an Ocean. 
They met again next Morning; but without im- 
parting to each other what their Thoughts, dur- 
ing the Night, had been. Each had her diſtin 


_ Reaſons in private to her ſelf, and from this 


Time both were upon their Guard; and it was 


2 Tryal of Skill which ſhou'd be moſt Politic. 


They took their Evening Walk according to 
their uſual Cuſtom; but the firſt Time they en- 


ter'd the Garden, after this, produc'd ſomething 


new and unexpected; an Adventure fo odd and 
fingular, as if Love himſelf had expreſsly con- 
triv'd it to affright, embarraſs, and confound, 
and yet at laſt to prove in Favour of the gene- 


rous, conſtant Paſſion of the two illuſtrious 
Moors. Don Kodrige, as you have heard before, 
was one of the Lovers of the ever- charming and 


beautiful Daraxa; or, at leaſt, he thought fit to 
pretend to be fo; for really the Impreſſion he had 


taken was not ſo much from Love as from a 


certain Vanity, by which ſome People are actua- 
ted to be always affecting to:ſhew the Goodnefs 
of their Taſte. However, from the Principle of 


this very Vanity he was more than a 1ittle vex'd 


to.find he had not as yet gain'd'the leaft Ground. 


His Attempts had been many-; but, to his no 
| ſinall Mortification, all to no Purpoſe; he ſtill. 


encounter'd perpetual Repulſes, and met with 
the ſame civil yet cold -Indifference, But how- 
| ever, 
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ever, as he was none of the moſt violent Lo- 
vers, it gave him no very great Diſturbance, nor 


diſcourag'd him in his Purſuit. He comforted 


himſelf with the Pleaſure and Advantage he had 
above his Rivals, of ſecing and talking with his 
_ Miſtreſs every Day; and this fed his Vanity, as 
if it were ſome ſort of good Fortune and Di- 


ſtinction due to him and his Merit. He had ob- 


ſerv'd Ambroſio to be a pretty ſenſible young Fel- 
low; and every Day dittinguiſh'd him more and 
more for performing with Care and Skill what- 
ever he was employ'd 
to think that he might inſtru him with good 


Succeſs to be an Agent for him in his Amour with 
Daraxa; and in Purſuance of this Thought, he 


had taken an Opportunity to intruſt him with 
the Secret of his L 
ſome little Liberalities, to engage him to ſpeak 
of him to her, as often as he tound Opportuni- 
ties, with Reſpect and Advantage; but he had, 
that Day, reſolv'd to employ him in it directly, and 
in good Earneſt. He had order'd him to entertain 
her at large, and in a diſtinct and particular Manner, 
in the Mooriſp Tongue (in which he obſerv'd 
ſhe took ſome Pleafare to talk with tym) con- 
cerning the extreme Paſſion he had for her, and 


to try to bring her to ſome Temper towards him. 


Ambroſio, with much Reſpe&, told his young 
Maſter that he did him too great an Honour to 
entruſt him with ſo high an Affair; that he want- 


ed neither Zeal nor Inclination to ſerve him in 


that or any thing elſe, and that he ſhould always 


endeavour to deſerve his good Opinion; but that, 


as he was a Man of a poor Education, and not 
at all vers'd in thoſe Matters, he was much a- 
fraid he ſhould not be able to acquit himſelf to 


+ | his 


about. This inclin'd him 


ove He had endeavour'd, by 
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his Satisfaction, or in any degree anſwer his Ex- 
peQations. Don Rodrigo, who defir'd no more 
than to find him willing, as he appear'd to be, 


was too conceited of himſelf to queſtion the 


Succeſs of his Scheme; and therefore told him 
he had no more to do, but to follow exactly the 
Orders he ſhould give him, which, if he punQu- 
ally obſerv'd, he made no Queſtion but he ſhould 
carry his Point: and therefore he began to give 
him full Inſtructions how to manage for him in 
every Particular with the lovely Moor. 

* Trar very Evening, when the Ladies were 
ſet down in the Arbour where they conſtantly 
reſted themſelves, after they had taken ſome 
Turns in the Garden to enjoy the freſh Evening 


Breezes, Ambraſio, according to Cuſtom, having 


brought in a Basket of Flowers, Don Rodrigo 
bid him make up ſome Noſegays far the Ladies; 
and at the ſame time beckoning his Siſter to fol- 


low him, as if he had ſomething to ſay to her in 


private, he went out of the Arbour, and ſhe af- 
ter him. As ſoon as they were both gone, the 
retended Ambroſio was preparing to begin his 

art in this new Scene with an Air of Jocoſe- 
neſs and Pleaſantry, ſomething like what he had 
before acted with her about the Siſter's Propoſal ; 
but obſerving in Daraxa's Face an Air of pro- 
found Grief, and a Look ſomething pale and de- 
ected, which was ſufficient to ſhew the inward 

anguor and Affliction of her Spirit, it affected 
him with an immediate deep Concern; his whole 
Mien and Manner were alter'd at the Inſtant, 


and ſuited to the Proportion of Grief which he 


perceiv'd in her. I had a Mind, ſaid he, to have 

diverted you with the Part which is given me to 

act before you, being pretty like what you play d 
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to me laſt Night, but I find you are ſo far from 
being in a Condition to be diverted, and indeed 
ſo overwhelm'd with an Exceſs of Grief, that I 
am even ſtruck by it into a mortal Inquietude. 
Darax# fetch'd a deep Sigh, but made no An- 

ſwer ; for her Heart was ſo intenſely wounded ' 
with the capricious conſtant Malice of her For- 
tune, and the continual Unhappineſs of their 
Love, which was ſo perpetually travers'd with 
endleſs Croſſes, that the ſevere Impreſſions and 
gloomy Ideas, ſo often repeated, had quite damp'd 
and deprefs*'d het Spirits. Oſnin, who began 
now to be as deeply afflicted as ſhe, beg'd of her 
not to drive him to Deſpair by this killing Si- 


lenee, but to ſpeak to him, and let him know 
why ſhe was thus diſconſolate. Theſe ſmother'd * 


Sighs, ee, he with a paſſionate Air, and this 
dumb Sorrow ſufficiently proclaim the Diſcom- 
poſure of your Mind, and ſhew more Miſchiefs 
than I would ſhan to hear. Is it not too juſt a 
Cauſe even of the extreme Trouble in which 
you ſee me, reply'd ſhe with a lamenting Voice, 
to find my ſelf 28 perſecuted by the Bro- 
ther, and at the ſame Time to ſuffer what I do 
by the Siſter? But, dear Daraxa, reply'd he, in- 
terrupting and endeavouring to comfort her, e- 
ven all you mention, tho* bad enough, is yet 
not worthy the Trouble wherein I fee you. Is 
it then nothing, reply'd ſhe, tobe every Day tor- 
mented as I am in a manner cruel enough to 
break a Heart far leſs tender and ſenſible than 
mine, and to be almoſt ready to reproach my 
ſelf for _ been too credulous, fince I can a- 
ver that my firm Aſſurance of your Fidelity has 
coſt me all the future Quiet of my Life? Could 
you then imagine me, ors ſmin, io be capa- 
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dle of fo vile a Treachery? Would you, conti- 
tinu'd he with an Increaſe of Tranſport, do me 
ſo much Injuſtice? You, who ſo well know my 
Heart; and know, that it values it ſelf only for 
its ſtrict Adherence to Virtue : You, who are 


Jo well able to judge whether it be capable of 


ſuch a Weakneſs, or even of the leaſt Shadow 
of Infidelity. Indeed O/inin, reply'd ſhe, wip- 


ing wa, ſome Tears that fell, I confeſs I am 


to blaine to be thus alarm'd ; but I love you, and 
you know my Weakneſs ; why will you not 
then ſpare me ſuch tormenting Cares and Fears? 
Your Complacencies for the fairand amorous El- 
dira have gone a little too far; had they coſt you 
as much as I have paid for them, you would 


not, I believe, have been ſo free of them. At 


leaſt you may now plainly ſee the pernicious Ef- 


Fes they have wrought in her Heart, and to 


what an Exceſs of Extravagance her Paſſion is 


 arriv'd. ,, And who will ſecure me from the dan- 


gerous Conſequences of it? I will- Oſmin was 


. 6 to reply, but ſtop'd fhort at the unex- 
pe 


ed Sight of Donna Elvira and her Brother, 


| who juſt then came running both together into 


the Arbour. Oſnin did not imagine they could 
have return'd ſo ſoon, according to what Don 
Rodrigo had ſaid to him; but the Siſter having 
different Intereſts from his, he had not been able 
to keep her from returning ; ſhe grew impatient 
at Ambroſio's being left alone in the Arbour with 
Daraxa, and therefore, pretending to be frolic- 


ſome, abruptly left her Brother, and with all 


her Force ran towards them; and even reach'd 
the Place before he could overtake her. It was 
a very dumb Scene that paſs'd betwixt theſe four 
Perſons ; and yet, dumb as it was, it told more 
| PR Tales, 
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Tales, or at leaſt rons'd more Thoughts, than 
conſiſted with any of their Intentions or Expecta- 
tions. At firſt they mutually beheld one ano- 
ther, according to the differing Intereſts they ſe- 
verally had; and, as all of them expreſs'd in their 
Looks the ſecret Paſſages of their Hearts, but 
* not ſo diſtinctly as to diſcover the whole 
ruth, each of them gueſs'd and interpreted for 
themſelves. Oſm:x preſently recollected him- 
ſelf, and perceiv'd what an indifferent Figure he 
made, and as it was his Duty, having now no- 
thing more to do there, he retir'd: inwardly glad 
of ſo decent a Pretence to withdraw himſelf from 
the Embarraſſment. 8 ba 
Do Rodrigo ſoon follow'd him, impatient 
to know what had paſs'd between him and Da- 
raxa; and defiring to be inform'd what could 
be the Occaſion of that apparent Diſorder and 
Confufion in which he had ſurpriz'd them. He 
ask*'d him, in a haſty kind of a manner, what 
Succeſs he was to expeQ from the good Offices 
he had done him with his Miſtreſs. My Lord, 
reply'd he, you have given me ſo little Time to 
talk with her, that *tis impoſſible for me yet to 
have done you any conſiderable Service. But, 
reply'd Don Rodrigo, you have had Time enough 
to ſay ſomething to her of a more than common 
Importance; elſe how came her Looks ſo much 
alter'd as I found them, and her Eyes wet with 
Tears, which ſhe had juſt been ſhedding. I am 
afraid, anſwer'd Ambroſio, the Freedom I took 
in ſpeaking to her of your Paſſion, diſguſted her; 
and perhaps the Remembrance of her paſt and 
preſent Condition, aggravated by this other Cir- 
cumſtance, might occaſion thoſe Tears. Can 
you give me no better 3 for ſuch a Change. 
„ re- 
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reply'd Don Rodrigo? Since I can only gueſs, 
my Lord, anſwer'd Ambroſio, at what her 
Thoughts are, I may eatily be miſtaken in any of 
thoſe Conjectures. Poſſibly, continu'd he, ſhe 
may already have engag'd her Heart to ſomebo- 
dy elſe; and, to ſay Truth, it would be very ex- 
traordinary were it not ſo. For it is very un- 
likely that a young Lady ſo. qualify'd as ſhe is, 
ſhould never have met with any one worthy of 
her Love in ſo flouriſhing and gallant a Court as 
that of Granada. I believe what you ſay now is 
ſomethipg more than a Gueſs, reply'd haſtily and 
_ warmly the jealous Don Rodr:go; I am fully 
convinc'd of the Truth of it; and further 
yet, that your Buſineſs here is not to ſerve me, 
but that Moor;þ Lover. I hope, my Lord, an- 
ſwer'd Ambroſio, you will not think ſo hardly of 
me, as to ſuſpect that I would betray you for a 
Moor. Moor or Chriſtian, reply'd he, this is not 
the firſt Time I have had good Reaſon to think 
that your Underſtanding was ſomething above 
the Level of a Gardener's, and that your Moor:fÞ 
Diſcourſes with Daraxa were not to my Advan- 
tage, nor ſhall they end in yours; as, added he 
with a Tone and Geſture full of Menace, I will 
ſoon make you ſenſible to your Coſt. Having 
ſaid this, he turn'd away from him in a mighty 
Pafſion, and went back to the two Ladies, WhO 
had not ſpoke to each other ſince he went : But, 
when they ſaw him returning, they roſe up to 
retire themſelves and be more at Liberty ; each 
wanting to be in her own Apartment, there to 
entertain her ſelf at large, upon the preſent Con- 
juncture of her Amour. Don Rodrigo follow*'d 
them in a very diſcontented Humour, and not 
at all inclin'd to enter into any An 
N wit 
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with them; but meeting his Father, who, think- 
ing they had ſtill been walking, was come to take 
a Turn or two with them, he let the Ladies 
go that he might have the more Freedom with 
him. | Ts 
Don Redrige therefore walk'd up to his Fa- 
ther; who asking why the Ladies left the Gar- 
den ſo ſoon, he thought proper to tell him Da- 
raxa had a Cold, which ſhe was afraid of encrea- 
fing by the Fall of the Evening Dews, and ſo 
had withdrawn to her Chamber. It was ſome 
Time before they clos'd in any other Diſcourſe; 
for Don Rodrigo was ſo wholly intent upon 
what had paſs'd that Evening, that he ſcarce 
thought of any thing elſe. At laſt Don Lewes 
taking Occafion to ſpeak of Ambroſio as they 
walk'd among the Beds of Flowers, and expreſ- 
ſing how well pleas'd he was with the Induſtry 
and Skill of his new Servant; He is poſſibly, an- 
ſwer'd Don Rodrigo with a malicious Smile, more 
Skilful than you imagine; and I believe that he 
both underſtands and practiſes mare than one 
Employment. Don Lewis's Thoughts happen- 
Ing to be engag'd with ſome Flowers which he 
was attentively conſidering juſt at that 1 ime, he 
either did not hear or regard what his Son ſaid ; 
at leaſt he made no Anſwer to it. But preſently 
after, reſuming the Diſcourſe, *T'is true, ſays he, 
he does not want for Senſe; but I hope he will 
make never the worſe Servant for that, and Iam 
confident I ſhall find him a very good one. 1 
very much queſtion, anſwer'd Don Rodrigo, his 
coming hither with that Intent; or at leaſt I am 
perſuaded, that ſome others will be better ſerv'd 
by him than you. How's that, ſaid Don Lewis, 
eagerly interrupting him; pray what's the Mean- 
ing 
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ing of what you ſay? Who is it that any Servant 
in my Family would rather ſerve than my ſelf? 
To' be plain with you, Sir, reply'd the Son, 1 
am of Opinion he would ſooner ſerve Daraxa, 
or ſome one of her Lovers. Aha! my dear Son, 
cried the Father laughing, this ſhews plainly that 
you are in Love; Fa diſcover that by it, but 
in Troth, nothing elſe. If J am in Love, re- 
ply'd he, *tis not a Love that blinds me, but ra- 


ther one that helps me to diſcern; for I know 


very well what I ſay, and what I have ſeen. 
Hah! faid Don Lew:s, again haſtily interrupting 
him, what is it that you have ſeen ? explain your 
ſelf, Son, and let me underftand you; for you 
fhall find I am Don Lewrs de Padilla Son of 
Don Gaſpar, the Man, of all his Cotempora- 
ries, of all the Age in which he liv'd, the leaſt 
apt to miſtake, and the moſt difficult to be ſur- 
priz'd after any manner whatſoever. A thou- 
ſand times has the World done me the Juſtice to 
own that I am far from degenerating from my 
Anceftors in this Point. Our Court 1s the molt 
juſtly celebrated in all Europe for abounding in 
Men of Foreſight and Penetration,; and you 
may have taken Notice what Reputation T have 


init; beſides the fignalizing Reſpect of the Queen, 


who has thought fit to ſele& me from among ſo 


many grave and wiſe Men, to be the Guardian 
of this fair and illuſtrions Moor. In a Word, 


Son, hear what I ſay to you and reſt ſatisfy'd; I 
am now turn'd of fifty, an Age freighted with 
Experience, and yet, if at twenty four they had 


brought me, not an Arragonian, who are none 


of the moſt ſubtle, but the ſharpeſt Greek upon 
the Face of the Earth, and given metime to caſt 
but one firm attentive Look at him, I von 1 
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firſt ſight have penetrated the deepeſt Receſſes of 
his Soul. I am perſuaded, my Lord, replies his 
Son, of all theſe Truths more than any Man in 
the World; but yet I cannot help thinking that 
this Man only pretends to ſerve you, while he 
is doing real Service for ſome other; for I found 
him, all of a ſudden, a litttetoo familiar with the 
Mooriſh Lady; befides which, their frequent Diſ- 
courſes, and the familiar Freedoms he takes with 
her, plainly ſhew that this is not the firſt of their 
Acquaintance, and that----Hold, my grave Ob- 
ſervator, reply'd Don Lewis interrupting him, 
not too faſt I beſeech you! are not you the od- 
deſt Fellow in the World, to find fault with 
that which you your ſelf are the only Occaſion of? 
Pray, added he warmly, why did you allow of 
ſuch Familiarities, why did you countenance and 
encourage them, I ſay? Was that according to 
the Inſtructions you have had from me? and are 
you ignorant of the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
your Country, which ſuppoſe that a Woman 
wounds her Honour, by only looking up- 
on a Man; and that 'tis a capital Crime in a 
Servant only to lift his Eye towards his Mi- 
ſtreſs? And yet you are the Man, who not on- 
ly ſuffer but cauſe the Violation of all this, 
which is no leſs than the Prophanation of your 
Siſter's Honour. I need not ſay how you diſ- 
honour your ſelf by being in the ſame Company, 
and countenancing Liberties inconſiſtent with a 
Gentleman, and utterly unworthy of a Man of 
Quality. Ah Son! purſu'd he, ſhaking his Head 
and fetching a deep Sigh, is ſuch Conduct to be 
juſtify' d? talk to me no more of your Suſpici- 
ons: do you but change your Treatment of this 
Servant, and uſe him like the reſt, and 1 
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ſwer for his Honeſty, in point of that Daty 


which he owes to me, and all that belong to me. 
I am not a Man to be impos'd upon, therefore 


be ſatisfied as to that Matter; do you but carry 


your ſelf as you ought, and I ſhan't fail to be a- 
wake Night and Day in a proper Care and Con- 


cern, for all that have any Dependence upon me. 


Don Rodrigo, ſeeing his Father ſo warm and 


- poſitive, forbore to reply; but yet he was fully 


perſuaded, that with all his great Penetration, 
he was much deceiv'd in his good Opinion of 
this Servant: and he took a certain ſecret Plea- 
ſure in thinking, that his Father would ſome 
time or other be ſenſible of his own Error, and 
be forc'd to acknowledge that he had been in the 
right. Juſt then a Servant came to tell Don 
Roarigo that one wanted to ſpeak with him ; up- 
on which he bow'd reſpectfully and withdrew, 
levying his Father to finiſh his Walk by bim- 
elf. | T 
THIS old Grandee, apt enough of himſelf 
to take Umbrage at any thing, and who want- 
ed none to aſſiſt him in his Suſpicions, no ſoon- 
er found himſelf alone, but he fell into a pro- 
found Muſing, and made a thouſand Reflections, 
which fil'd him with perplexing weighty 
N notwithſtanding the Security and 
ence he had affected to put on before his 
Son. But to complete the Meaſure of his grow- 
ing Scruples, his chief Gardener, who had en - 
deavour'd for ſome Days to ſpeak with him, 


took this Opportunity of his being alone, and 


came to inform him, that for ſeveral Nights of 
late he had heard a ſort of Noiſe in the Garden, 
as if ſome body was there; and that if he might have 
Liberty to go out ef his Lodge, he did not 8 

non 
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ſtion but he could give him a more patticular 
Account. Somebody by Night in my Garden! 
reply'd Don Lewis in a Conſternation ; and from 
whence can they come but from your Lodge ? 
He ſpoke this with great Emotion and Warmth ; 
for his Mind being prepoſſeſs'd with what his 
Son had before been telling him concerning 
| Ambroſio, he was inſtantly ſeiz'd with a Belief, 
that the Noiſes heard in the Garden came from 
none but him, and that the Suſpicions of Don 
Rodrigo were but too well grounded. But the 
Gardener aſſuring him that there was no Feat 
from his Quarter; and that he would pawn his 
Life, as well for the Security of Ambroſio, as 
his own Man, fince he trufted no body, but 
lock'd the Door always with his own Hand, 
and kept the Key in his Pocket; Don Lewis be- 
came ſo amaz'd and confounded that he knew 
not what to think of the Matter; nor could he 
form any reaſonable Gueſs, who it could be that 
bad any kind of Buſineſs in his Garden in the 
Night time. He did not apprehend any thing from 
Thieves; his Walls were high enough to ſecure 
him from thoſe Harpies; and beſides, at that 
time of the Vear, there was nothing to tempt 
them. As to Daraxa's Lovers, he was ſure 
none of them were ſo filly as to give themſelves 
ſo much Trouble, and run into ſuch a certain 
Danger, only to get a Sight ofher ata Window, 
if ſhe could be ſo indiſcreet as to expoſe her ſelf. 
In ſhort, he came to this Concluſion, either that 
it muſt be ſome Miſtake or Dream of his Gar- 
dener's, or elſe that it muſt of Neceflity be oc- 
cafion'd by ſomebody within his own Walls; 
and this laſt Thought return'd his Suſpicions 
ſttong upon Ambroſio, whatever his 3 
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could alledge in his behalf. At laſt, after asking 
him a thouſand Queſtions about this Matter, 
without receiving any Satisfaction, he grew 
weary of talking to no purpoſe, and therefore 
left this Charge with him, That he ſhould not 
mention the leaſt Word of what had paſs'd ei- 
ther to his own Man, or the new Gardener, but 
keep a ſtrict Watch that very Night; and that, 
if he chanc'd to hear the leaſt Noiſe again, he 
ſhould fire a Musket, and immediately ſally 
out, he and his Man, with Arms; and that him- 
ſelf, and the reſt of his Domeſticks, would be 
ready to joyn them at the ſame Inſtant. 
ORDERS being thus carefully diſtributed on 
this fide, Don Lewis went to take his Precau- 
tions elſewhere; for it would take him up no 
little time to concert all his Meaſures, and 
make all the neceflary Preparations for this great 
Action, which he intended ſhould be fo well 
contriy*d, as to paſs for a Pattern and Maſter- 
piece in Stratagem. _ INT | 
IF Don Lew:s, Don Rodrigo, and the two 
Ladies, were full of Trouble and Inquietude, 
Oſmin was not without his Share. He was of 
a Temper not to be diſorder'd with little Mat- 
ters; but he remember'd Don Roarigo's Threats, 
and thought it would be prudent to prevent, in 
time, any IIl that might attend them. He con- 
fider'd very well, that the firſt Suſpicion draws 
on a great many more, eſpecially with People 
that are amorous and jealous. It appear'd in- 
deed as if Don Rodrigo did not look upon him 
as a principal Rival; but he clearly explain'd 
himſelf that he thought him a Confident for ano- 
ther; and that was enough to provoke him to 
make his Father givehim a great deal of Trouble, 
V | OE 
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or at leaſt bring him under a vexatious if not 
dangerous Examination. The only Weapon of 
Defence he had upon occaſion of Surprize was 
but a Ponyard, which he had not been able to 
conceal without great Difficulty ; and which was 
but a ſlender Defence in a Family fo large as that of 
Don Lewis, where he might be ſet upon by a- 
bove thirty Domeſtics. He had obſerv'd Ho 
Roarigo, a little after he had parted with him, 
walking in the Garden with his Father, and talk- 
ing with much Warmth and Agitation. He could 
not but apprehend this to be an Information a- 
gainſt him, and made no doubt but Don Roar:- 
os Jealouſy of him was the Occaſion of that 
Warmth which he expreſs'd during this Con- 
verſation. The Sum of all theſe Reflections 
was, that he could not be too much upon his 
Guard; he alſo concluded that it would be very 
neceſſary to put Daraxa in mind how Things 

ſtood, and even to inquire of her as to the Beha- 
viour of Don Rodrigo ſince; as whether he had 
let fall any Words, or diſcover'd hig Intentions 
in any manner before her; that from hence he 
might be the better able to govern himſelf, and 
they both might concert their Meaſures with ſo 
much Harmony, as to act free from interfering 
and intangling each other. The Night was too 
far advanc'd to write then and have an Anſwer; 
and beſides he judg'd the Matter to be too im- 
portant for any thing but a perſonal Interview. 
He was not at all troubled to think Donna E/- 
vira would be preſent at their Diſcourſe, becauſe 
it was unavoidable; beſides, ſhe had been fo. 
us'd to hear them talk frequently in the Mooriſp 
Tongue, that it would be no Surprize all to her, 
and they could eafily invent any Interpretation 
25 | proper 
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proper to tell her, if ſhe ſhould be ſo curious as 

to ask them. 1 
Tus was the Reſolution Oſ/miz came to, 
after all the various turnings and windings of his 
Thoughts that Night; this ſudden and unexpect- 
ed change of Fortune, within thoſe Walls that 
had promis'd him ſo much Happineſs, fill'd him 
with Inquietude; and the Proſpect, which at firſt 
look'd fo gay and pleaſing, ſeem'd to terminate 
in ſomething gloomy and tempeſtuous. He 
Teng'd impatiently for the Hour of their Meet- 
ing; tho? more Circumſtances ſtill aroſe to con- 
vince him of ſome ill Tendency, which was 
projecting and contriving againft him. He had 
Reaſon to ſuſpect it, when he heard an unufual 
Noiſe in the Gardener's Chamber, which was 
over his. He had ſeen him that Night prepare 
his Musket, and charge it with Powder and 
Ball, but took no Notice that he obſerv'd it. 
The Man, tho' commonly in Bed by eight a. 
Glock, and in a found Sleep by nine, yet now- 
was walking about his Chamber, at paſt eleven. 
Oſmin's Suſpicions could not but be increas'd 
by all this; and he plainly diſcover'd that ſome 
_ myſterious Novelty, which he could not rightly 
comprehend, was in Agitation. He was more 
than once going to reſolve not to ſtir out that 
Night; But at laſt, the very ſame Reaſons that 
ſhew'd him the Dangers he had on every fide of 
him, convinc'dhim alſo of the Neceſſity of ſpeak- 
ing to Daraxa as ſoon as poſſible, that they 
might inform one another of all Particulars, and 
conclude upon what Meaſures they ſhould keep, 
in caſe they were ſeparated. He therefore re- 
ſolv'd to uſe the utmoſt Care and Precaution, as 
well. in deſcending from his W he. 
leaſt 
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leaft Noiſe that was poſſible, as afterwards in 
going ſoftly and flowly, and taking afurthet Com- 

paſs than he uſually did, that ſo he might be leſs 
liable to be ſeen or heard by the Gardener, if he 
watch'd for him, as in all Probability he did. 
And indeed he ſucceeded fo well in every Par- 
ticular, that he was not in the leaft diſcover'd 
on that Quarter. Bat there were other Ambuſ- 

cades laid for him befides that of the Gardener; 
and he was ſo furrounded and watch'd all man- 
ner of Ways, that little leſs than a Miracle 
could effect his Eſcape, nor was it poſſible to 
prevent his Diſcovery. DRIED 
A s for Daraxa, tho' fhe had taken Notice 
in the Garden of Don Roa#igo's Diſorders up- 
on his finding the manner of Ambroſto's Diſ- 


courſe with her, and had left him with his Fa- 


ther in a Diſpoſition to inflame and ruin their 
whole Affair, yet all thefe Conſiderations, tho? 
important enough, ſcarce mov'd her at all when' 
compar'd with the Bitterneſs of the Reflections 
ſhe made upon the intricate Embatraſſment in 
which all ſeem'd to be involv'd by Donna E. 
vira's ungovernable Paſſion for Don Jayme. 
Hence proceeded all Daraxa's Diſquiet; this 
was the Fountain of all her Anxiety and Trou- 
ble. Her Mind was ſo taken up with it, that ſhe 
had ſcarce room for any other Reflection. She 
expected with great Impatience and Curiofity the 
arrival of the uſual Time, to ſee what ſort of 
an Interview would be this Night between 
Donna Elvira and her ſuppos'd Lover, after 
what had paſs'd that Day and the Night before. 
A thouſand. little Circumſtances made her ſuſ- 
pe& that this amorous and diſtruſtful Spaniard 
was forming ſome Deſign which was to _ 
cCeale 
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cealed from her. All that Day, ſhe had obſery'd 
her in various and unuſual Agitations; ſhe had 
ſcarce ſpoke to her at all ; and, when ſhe did, diſ- 
cover'd ſuch an air of Conſtraint and Diſſimu- 
lation in whatever ſhe ſaid te her, as ſeem'd ta 
prefage nothing leſs than ſame deviliſh unlucky. 
nterprize. But, what was moſt.odd, ſhe came 
not once into her Apartment all that whole E- 
vening, tho? it was her conſtant Cuſtom to paſs 
almoſt the whole Time there, from after Sup- 
per, till the Hour came of their going down in- 
to the Gallery together to meet the imaginary, 
Don Fayme. From this odd and uncommon 
Conduct, Daraxa thought ſhe had Reaſon to 
conclude that ſhe had form'd ſome new Deſign; 
particularly that her Friend intended to go that 
Night without her to meet her Lover. This. 
was what ſhe moſt apprehended, being the 
thing ſhe dreaded the moſt of any.. But at laſt, 
that ſhe might not be ſurpriz'd with any Acci- 
dent that might happen, ſhe fortified her ſelf 
with a reaſonable ſtock of Patience againſt al! 
Events. N 441 4.0 
Ir was impoſſible to penetrate into the 
Thoughts of Donna Elvira more exactly than 
the beautiful Moor had done; for this was the. 
final Reſult of that amorous Lady's Politics all 
the whole Day. She eagerly aſpir'd at the viſi- 
onary Bliſs of meeting and entertaining all alone 
her dear Don Fayme, that ſo ſhe might ſatiate 
her ſelf uncontroul'd with the Charms of his 
_ Converſation, and enjoy him alone, with that 
uninterrupted Freedom ſo paſſionately delir'd 
by Lovers: but more eſpecially by her, who 
wanted to ſound the Depth of Don Fayme's 
Affection, and inform him of the true ne of 
EY | ers, 
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| hers, in the moſt ſerious and certain Terms that 
could be. This would at once have deſtroy'd 
the ſecret Defigns'of Oſmin and Daraxa, which 
were the ſame in both their Breaſts, tho* they 
had not imparted them to each other. But For- 
tune was preparing ObftruQions to the Project 
of Donna Elvira from another Quarter, enough 
to blaſt all her new Contrivances, if it were 
[mag ſhe could have found in her ſuppos'd 

Don Fayme a Heart as firmly engag'd to her as 
'his was to Daraxa. Her Father had not loſt a 
Moment fince he left the Garden, to put all 
things into a neceſſary Poſture of Defence; that 
is to fay, he had muſter'd up all the Arms offen- 

_ five and defenfive that he could be found about 
the Howuſe, old Muskets, Carbines, Muske- 
toons, Piſtols, Pikes, Halberts, Partizans, Back 
and Breaſt, Helmets, Targets, Swords, Pon- 
yards, and Battle-Axes; the greateſt Part of 
which had ſo long enjoy'd a profound Peace, 
that they were half eaten up with Ruft, and did 
not care to be drawn out from their Habitations 
to renew the Dangers of War. It was now 
too late to think of putting them in better Order, 
for the Enemy was juſt at Hand: And indeed 
one could think no leſs, by the fierce Airs and 
extravagant Motions of the buſy Don; and that 
a general Afſault was, that very Night, to be 
made upon his Houſe. For tho' he had never 

been in the Army, much leſs in an Engagement, 

in all his Life, yet being deſcended from An- 
ceſtors who had been in military Commands, he 

thought it would be a Diſgrace to his Family if he 
ſhould appear ignorant of what was to be done 

for his Defence, upon ſuch an Emergency as 
this. His Fire-Arms were not, in all, ow 
ſeven» 
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fſeyventeen or eighteen; and therefore they were di- 
| tributed among the moſt daring of his Domeltics, 
if upon whom the ſtreſs of the Action was to fall. 
Now, notwithſtanding all the Stir and Buſtle 
| that ſo grand a Preparation as this might well be 
| | ſuppos'd to make, the cautious Don Lew:s had 
| taken ſo particular a Care, and given ſuch ſtri& 
| and pofitive Orders that there ſhould not 
li de the leaſt Noiſe made, that neither his Son 
= nor his Daughter, whom he moſt fear'd upon 
| this Occaſion, for their mutual Reſpect for Daraxa, 
| knew any thing of the Matter. In this Conceal- 
ment heplac'd the main Hopes of the Succeſs of 
i this Deſign, knowing that Secrecy is the very Soul 
1 and Eſſence of great Underiakings. To this 
10 end he only entruſted two old Servants with the 
Bufineſs intended, and left it in Charge with 
it them to ſee his Orders executed. Things were 
got ready for Action againſt eleven a Clock, and 
jt then the Domeſtics were brought up into his 
ij Chamber privately one by one, where he gave 
them ſeverally their particular Orders, and di- 
ſtributed the Arms amongſt them, according to 
the Reputation for Stoutneſs which any of them 
had, ſending each to his proper Poſt upon Guard 
as Centinel. The greateſt Part, the better to diſ- 
cover others and conceal themſelves, were diſ- 
pos'd in the upper Rooms, with ttri&t Orders 
not to fire at all, nor make the leaſt Noiſe, but 
to come and acquint him with what they ſaw. 
He poſted himſelf in a Cloſet over againſt Da- 
raxa's Apartment, as the moſt ſuſpected Place, 
and which therefore ſtood moſt in need of his 
own perſonal Vigilance, he having ſo much In- 
tereſt and Concern in the Matter, as in his own 
ſhallow Conceit he imagin'd he had, He was 
7 attended 
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attended by the Malter of his Horfe, an old 
Domeſtic, whoſe Bravery was of a Piece with 
his Malter's, who wiſh'd Darexa far enough, 
at Granada among her Moors, or any where, ra- 
ther than plague his Maſter and himſelf with 
all this Buſtle, and make them fit up and endure 
the cold Night in a needleſs Fatigue, when they 
ought to have been aſleep in their warm Beds. 
But there was no help for it now, and ſince 
Things ſtood as they did, it would be neither 
honourable nor ſafe for them to think of a Re- 
treat, till they had ſecur'd themſelves from the 
Enemy. Don Lewis was in his Night-Gown, 
Night-Cap and Slippers, the Windows open, 
ng a dark Lanthorn by him, that the Light 
might not diſcover him. It was one of thoſe 
fine clear Nights, ſo common in Spain and o- 
ther hot Countries; ſo that, tho' it were Night, 
ery Stars gave Light enough to diſcern the 
Figure of a Man at the Diſtance of two or three 
hundred Paces, which was much about the Ex- 
tent of the Place which they were watching. 
Time ſeems very tedious to People in theſe ſort 
of Services, and eſpecially to thoſe who are not 
us'd to them; and the impatient Don Leuis be- 
gan to think it would never ſtrike Twelve; that 
deing the Hour, or thereabouts, when the Gar- 
dener told him he us'd to hear the Noiſe: But 
no ſooner had he heard the Clock ſtrike, but he 
was ſeiz'd with ſuch a throbbing of Heart, that 
one would have thought he had been the Perſon 
watch'd for, and who had Reaſon to be afraid 
of all this mighty Preparation. This Agitation, 
which ſufficiently ſhew'd the Temper of his 
Soul in time of Danger, was of a ſudden in- 
creas'd with .much Violence by his Wb he 
aw 
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ſaw ſome body creep along under the.Wall of 
the Gallery which was over againſt him. Not 
knowing certainly whether he was miſtaken or 
wot, he pointed with his Finger to ſhew it to his 
Second; but he, either thro' Fear, or that his 
Eyes were not ſo good, ſaw nothing. But the 
Point was ſoon clear'd; for two of their Centi- 
[nels came to let them know that there was a 
Man ſtanding below under the Gallery, who 
talk'd with ſomebody at one of the Windows, 
but that they could not diſtinguiſh what was ſaid. 
This ſurpriz'd and heated Don Lewis in a won- 
derful Manner; but having the Key of the Gal- 
lery among thoſe which were conſtantly brought 
to him every Night, he caus'd inſtant Notice to 
be privately given to all the reſt of his People 
who were in Arms, and on the Watch, and or- 
der'd them to draw up near him. This done, he 
preſetnly took the hardy Reſolution to begin with 
| ſurprizing the Lady in the Fact, that ſo he might 
_ deprive her of all Poſſibility of pretending to 
deny or evade the Matter. For this Expedition, 
he order'd two of his moſt reſolute Musketeers, 
and the valiant and truſty Maſter of his Horſe, 
who never ſtir'd an Inch from him, to attend 
and guard his Perſon: ſo going down barefoot 
to make the leſs Noiſe, they came ſoftly to the 
Door of this Gallery, which they found wide 
open. Here they were to make a Stand, in order 
to hearken to what was ſaid; when Don Levis, 
who was advanc'd a little forwarder than any of 
the reſt, over-heard theſe Words: I have too 
much Eſteem for you, and I ſhould be unworthy of 
yours, if I ſhould abandon my ſelf to the Weakneſs 
of making you 0 I know who you are, and 
what I owe to your Birth; let us not do a ah 
9 0 
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of which we may have Cauſe to repent as long as 
ue live. I am a Gentleman of Quality, but want 
tio make my Fortune; the Court is the only Place 
where I can do it: I ſhall there ſtand in need of 
Friends and Support; and to draw upon me the 

Hatred aud Reſentment of Don Lewis, who has 
ſuch a powerful Intereſt there, would be to deſtroy 
all my Pretenſions, and ruin my Hopes at once. 
Don Lewis preſently knew the Voice of the pre- 
tended Ambroſio, whoſe Virtue and Prudence he 
could not ſufficiently admire; but he thought it 
was to Daraxa that this Diſcourſe was directed, 
nor had he yet heard any thing to undeceive him. 
He was impatient to know what this Beauty 
would reply, and he liſten'd moſt attentively to 
hear it. His Curioſity was ſoon fatisfied, but in 
a Manner difterent enough from what he ex- 
pected. And it is hardly conceivable into what 
a Rage and Aſtoniſhment he fell, when inſtead 
of that of Daraxa, he heard the Voice of his 
Daughter uttering theſe Words. Are theſe the 
 Reaſonings of an amorons FHerrt?* and does your 
Paſſion for me inſpire you with nothing warmer 
than theſe cold Diſcourſes? Are you come bither 
through ſo many Difficulties, and even in Danger 
of your Life, io tell me my Duty, and to teach me 
what Conduct I ought to obſerve? Oh extream 
Weakneſs! how have I been miſtaken in you! I 
thought to find in yon a Man that deſerv'd to be 
belov'd, or at leaks, one that knew what Love 
meant. Alas! to what am I reduc d] to deſpiſe 
Von, and repent my own unhappy Choice! What? 
ball I have more Courage and Reſolution than 
you? ſhall I deſpiſe all things for your Sake, and 
will you do nothing for me? Can the Conſideration 
of making your Fortune cool your Love, at the ſame 
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time that I place all my Fortune in you? What 
need you fear my Father? Is there no other Court 
in the World but ours? Why may not a Man of 
your extraordinary Worth exped to find any where + 
an agreeable and Feier Eſtabliſhment? And for 
my part, I had a thouſand times rather live a con- 
zented Shepherdeſs in a Cottage, than be miſerable 
in the muſt magnificent Palace. But to whom am 
T ſpeaking——She was going on thus, when the 
violence of her Paſſion made her break into a 
Torrent of Tears that hinder'd the Purſuit of her 
Diſcourſe: And juſt that Inſtant a Musket was 
diſcharg'd : It came from that Quarter where the 
Gardener's Lodge was, and conſequently was 
not occaſion'd by Ambroſio; but it was inſtantly 
follow'd by ten or twelve more. The Tears 
and Love of Donna Elvira were ſuſpended by 
the Prevalence of a more violent Paſſion, that 
of Fear. She was ſo ſurpriz'd with the 
_ Noiſe- of ſo many Muskets firing about her, 
that ſhe ſcarce knew where ſhe was, or what 
ſhe was doing. In a little time recovering, tho? 


but imperfectly, ſhe betook her ſelf to Flight, 


not ſo much as remembring to ſhut the Gallery 
Window. But juſt as ſhe was running out, her 
Father, who ſtood in the Paſlage, catching her 
all of a ſudden by the Arm, Ts zz thas, ſays he to 
her, wretched Girl, that fy diſhonour your Fa- 
ther, and the illuſtrious Blood from which you are 

deſcended? Poor Donna Elvira, already ex- 
ceedingly frigbted by the Noiſe of ſo many Mus- 
kets, and the whole frame of her Mind much 
 diſorder'd by the unexpected Reception her Pro- 
poſal had met with from her dearly belov'd Don 
*Fayme, found her ſelf quite overpower*d with 
Jo many violent Shacks at once; the being aun 


Oſmin and Daraxa. 171 


all of a ſudden, and the Tone of her Father's 
Voice, that invaded her Ears more terrible than 
a clap of Thunder, ſtruck ſuch a Damp upon her 
Spirits, that ſhe ſwooned away in his Arms. Don 
Lewis perceiv'd it by the mournful Shriek ſhe 

ave, and was further convinc'd by her remain- 
ing (till and motionleſs :* But opening his dark 
Lanthorn to inform himſelf more certainly, he 
found her in a Condition, which, as he was a 


tender Father, and more eſpecially to his Daugh- 


ter, in ſpite of all his Anger, melted him into 
Compaſſion; and not being able to bear the Sight 
without ſhewing too much relenting, he left her 


in the Hands of his Maſter of the Horſe, and 
went to ſeek out him who had been the Oc- 


caſion of all this Miſchief, upon whom he was 
reſolv'd to diſcharge all his Reſentment. It was 
no longer Daraxa who had thus diſhonour'd his 


Houſe, for he could eaſily have waſh'd away that 


Stain, but *twas his own Daughter, which was 
a mortal Stab to his Reputation, and to the Ho- 
nour of all his Family ; and therefore he no longer 
conſider'd either the Virtue or Prudence of this 
pretended Ambroſio, but look'd upon him now 
as the vileſt Miſcreant, who was only come to 


bring Difgrace and Infamy upon his Name, and 


fill his Family with Shame and Diſorder. He 


aſſembled all his Men of Arms, and having 


tuck'd up his Gown, he calld for his Armour, 


and put it on over his Cloaths. But as he was 


arming himſelf his whole Body trembled; per- 
ceiving which, and obſerving that it diſhearten'd 
his People; this, and the Unwillingneſs to give 
them by. that Accident an ill Opinion of his 
Courage, made him have Recourſe, as he was 
well read in Hiſtory, to a famous Example thar 
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gave a handſome Turn and Colour to this fort 
cf Weakneſs: he ſaid, that he had this natural 
Emotion in common with that renown'd King 
Don Pedro, ſirnam'd the Cruel; who, when 
he put on his Armour for a Battle, his whole 
Body would tremble, ſo that it was ſcarce poſ- 
ſible to arm him; upon which he us'd to take 
Occaſion to ſay, hat, if his Body knew to 
how many, and how great Dangers his Valour 
was going to expoſe it, *twould do more than 
tremble, *twould ſweat Drops of Blood. You 
ſhall ſee, added he to this ſcrap of Hiſtory, that 
*tis Rage, not Fear, which makes me tremble, 
for the infamous Wretch ſhall ſuffer what he de- 
ſerves; Vengeance is reſoly'd on, and his Life 
is irreprievable. | 

FiNDiNG himſelf now ready, and in good 
Order, that is to ſay, his Helmet upon his Night- 
as” his Back and Breaſt upon his Night-gown, 
a Target upon his left Arm, a long Pike in 
his right Hand, and both his Hands arm'd with 
Gauntlets, the Signal was given for a March. 
He was only in his Slippers, tis true, which was 
not quite the Regimen of a Man arm'd from 
Head to Foot; but it would have taken up more 
time, of which they had none to ſpare, to arm 
his Feet. When the whole Battalion began to 
move, he poſted himſelf in the Rear, and com- 
manded the great Garden Door to be ſet open, 
in at which they defil'd by three and three, firſt 
the Fire-Arms, and then the Halberdeers and 
Pikes. There was nothing wanting except a 
Drum, and that Want was pretty well ſupplied 
by the Noiſe which they now made. T he Gardener 
and his Man preſently joyn'd them, which was 


2 good Reinforcement; tho? neither Man nor 
5 Maſter 
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| Maſter were over-valiant, as you may gueſs; 
for they told their General that they had ſeen the 
Enemy, and that moſt certainly there were two 
of them. Don Lewis was ſurpriz'd at this Ac- 
count, and ask'd angrily why he did not fire at them. 
He reply'd, he durſt not do it without his Order. 
Don Lew:s having got Information which way 
they went, commanded his Brigade to march 
gently in Purſuit of them; well perſuaded. in 
himſelf it was impoſſi>le they could eſcape out 
of an Incloſure ſurrounded by Walls of that 
prodigious Height, And yet he was mightily 
miſtaken; for the good Genius of Ofm! had 
taken care of him, and he was already ſecure 
from Danger, and far enough from all the Rage 
and Malice of the exaſperated Don Lew:s. This 
diſguis'd Lover being fully convinc'd, after all 
he had ſeen and obferv'd, that there was 
ſome Project a-foot, and that he was the Mark 
it aim'd at, no ſooner heard the Diſcharge of ſo 


many Muskets, but he concluded *twas Don 


Rodrigo, who, having caus'd him to be watch'd, 
had done all this. He was ſenſible, by the many 
Diſcharges he heard, that his Enemies muſt needs 
oppreſs him by their Numbers, he having no Aſ- 
ſiſtance, nor any thing to defend himſelf with, 
but his Ponyard. He had therefore nothing left 
for it, but to retreat to ſome Place of Strength, 
where he might make his Defence to the belt 
Advantage. So that Donna Elvira had no ſoon- 
er left him, but going to ſhift for himſelf, he 
whipt through a Walk, with Intention to get 
into a little Ground-Room, where the Garden- 
er's Tools were kept. which Place ſeem'd to 
him the fitteſt to ſecure and defend himſelf a 
While, and to ſell his eh at the deareſt Rate, if 
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he were driven to that Extremity, and found 
nothing but his Life would ſatisfy. But he was 
ſcarce got to the middle of the Garden, when a 
Man that follow'd him, and was almoſt come 
up with him, oblig'd him to make a Stand and 
face him to fee what he would be at, and to make 
him ſenſible, if there was Occaſion, that he 
| ſhould not retire from any fingle Perſon. He 
therefore turn'd about, ſtood ſtill and fac'd him, 
and with his Ponyard in his Hand waited his 
coming up, in order to fall upon him if he were 
arm'd with Fire-Arms, and made any Motion 
of firing at him. But this Man was ſcarce well 
ot within Piſtol-ſhot of him, but he call'd to 
im in a friendly and obliging Manner; “ My Lord 
„Don Fayme, if you ſtand in any need of my 
«© Aſſiſtance and Service, I am heartily diſpos'd 
« toletyon have them; you have no more to do 
© but to honour me with your Commands. I 
« yerily belieye your Life is ſought for, and 
that in a few Moments you will ſee a Troop 
« of Raſcals all arm'd fally out upon you, who 
te no doubt will baſely murder you without a- 
% ny Regard to Virtue or Humanity. | 
IT cannot be difficult to imagine the agreea- 
ble Surprize of O/ mi», at ſo unexpected and fo 
_ generous an Addreſs as this was; for he could 
not ſo much as gueſs who this unknown Per- 
ſon ſhould be, or how he could poffibly get 
thither; and above all, he was amaz'd how any 
one ſhould come to call him by the Name of 
Don Fayme. He fancied however that the Voice 
was not altogether unknown to him; and he 
could plainly diſcern, by the Light of the Stars, 
that he had neither the Habit or Mien of any Ser- 
vant, or other Perſon belonging to the Family F 
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and that he was furniſh'd with two Piſtols at his 
Girdle, and had a Sword for Service under his 
Arm. All this plainly ſhew'd ſome form'd De- 
fign, and that this unknown Perſon had taken 
his neceſſary Precautions. Theſe Thoughts and 
Reflections, which flaſh through the Mind in an 
Inſtant, tho' they take ſome Time in relating, 
encourag'd him to draw a little nearer to him 
that call'd to him; and then, in Return for his 
generous Behaviour, I am not able to guels, 
„% ſays he to the unknown Gentleman, from 
whence ſo unexpected a Happineſs can poſſi- 
* bly deſcend upon me; but whoever you are, 
«© you cannot but be a Perſon of uncommon 
„Worth, who with ſo good-natur'd a Civility 
« offer to throw your ſelf into certain Danger, 
„upon the Account of one altogether a Stran- 
er to you. And, ſince *tis only I that am 
ought for, if you have no other Buſineſs here, 
I will trouble you for no other Aſſiſtance but 
* that of lending me ſome of your Arms; begging 
you at the ſame time to retire from hence, 
« or ſome way to ſecure your own Perſon, 
„ ſince I cannot bear to think that ſo gallant 
„and generous a Man ſhould risk his Life for 
* my Sake. As for my Arms, replied the un- 
„ known Perſon, they are at your Service. 
© There my Lord there's one of my Piſtols, 
* and you may depend upon it; but you muſt 
% know, added he, that I am not that ſort of 
« Man, to leave a Gentleman of your Merit to 
© be aſſaſſinated, and refuſe to ſhare the Danger 
* with him. If therefore, purſu'd he, you would 
have me retire, you mult refolve to go along 
© with me. I believe, replied Oſinin, it would 
<< be the ſafeſt and ſhorteſt Way: for 'tis to no 
„ purpoſe to — the Attack of ſuch mean 
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« Wretches as theſe, unleſs we were oblig'd to 
« diſpute out Lives with them. But the worſt of 
«© it is, I believe we ſhall be oblig'd to do it, for 
<« I know not which Way we can poſſibly get 
« off. I can undertake for the Poflibility of that, 
„ however difficult it may ſeem, replied the un- 
„known Cavalier; and therefore, without loſing 
more time, let us be going, and thus 1 lead 
you the Way. They haſten'd along, and 
quickly came to that part of the Garden Wall 
which had been lately repair'd, and which 0/- 
min very wellremember'd ; where he ſaw a good 
tang Ladder ſet up againſt the Top of it. And 
here they would needs paſs ſome freſh Com- 

pliments who ſhould aſcend firſt ; tho? ſome- 
thing unſeaſonably, for they could plainly hear 
the March of Don Lew:s's Squadron. But 
therefore they did it; each contending for the 
Honour of being laſt, and ſtanding the Danger 
of the Garden; tho?, after all, the Difference 
was not great. But at laſt, the Stranger was 
forc'd to give way to Oſmin, who was allow'd 
to be more at home there than himſelf. They 
had time enough and to ſpare; not only to al- 
cend the Ladder, but to draw it over the Wall 
after them; for the domeſtic Patrole that was in 
Purſuit of them, had taken their March a quite 
different Route from the Place of their Eſcape ; 
and they withdrew the Ladder to deprive them 
of the Satisfaction of knowing by what means 
they had got off. On the other fide of the Wall 
ſtood another Ladder, and five or fix luſty Foot- 
men attending all arm'd, who were upon the 
Watch; by which O/min found, that the Perſon 
from hom he had receiy*d this Civility, was a 
Man of Quality. 1 3 
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Tk were no ſooner got down into the 
Street, but O/m:in began to return him the Thanks 
due for ſo important a Succour; deſiring at the 
ſame time, as an additional Favour, that he wou'd 
Pardon him if he defir'd to know to whom he 
ſtood indebted for ſo ſenſible an Obligation. But 
the unknown Gentlemananſwer'd, that he ſhou'd 
think he had done but half his Duty, if he ſuffer- 
ed him to go alone to his Lodgings; or indeed, 
if he ſhould leave him before this Storm was a 
little blown over; that being a Stranger he might 
not perhaps know what fort of a Man Don 
Lewis was, and that he had need to make uſe of 
all poſſible Precautions to guard himſelf againſt 
him: and that therefore he made him the Offer 
of his Houſe, where he might depend upon being 
ſecure from all Inſults and Surprizes, even the" 
it ſhould be known that he was there: But that, 
if he would not do him that Honour to accept 
of his Houſe as his own, yet that at leaſt he 
would let him have the Enjoyment of his good 
Company for a little Time, till he could fee 
what was like to be the Iſſue of the Affair, and 
after what manner Don Lew: and his Son wou'd 
refent and purſue it. Oſmin, charm'd with a 
Procedure ſo extremely noble, and ſo very un- 
common, made him all the grateful Acknow- 
tedgements that a ſenſible and generous Heart, 
warm'd with a juſt Eſteem ariſing from fo great 
Obligations, could inſpire him with: nor could 
he avoid accepting, at laſt, the repeated Offers of 
his Houſe; leſt his Refuſal ſhould diſoblige one 
that ſollicited his Compliance in ſuch preſſing, 
yet Civil, Terms. He therefore conſented, and 
they began to walk apace, as well to avoid be- 
ing dogg'd and known by any of Don nd fi 
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People; as to gratify their mutual Impatience of 
feeing each others Faces in the Light; it not ha- 
ny been poſſible, notwithſtanding the Clear- 
neſs of the Night, to diſtinguiſh well the Fea- 
tures and Air of a Face. But as Oſmin thought 
he knew the Voice of this Perſon, ſo he like- 
Wiſe fancied he remember'd Oſmix's; the ſound 
of whoſe Voice awaken'd a Curioſity in him 
which ſeem'd to ſpring from ſome Cauſe of an 
earlier Date, tho' he could not then recollect 
what it was. But how extreme was the Sur- 
prize of both theſe Gentlemen, when they got 
to the Place to which they were going, and when 
two Footmen coming to light them into the 
Houſe, with each two Flambeaus, gave an Op- 
portunity of gratifying their mutual earneſt De- 
fire of beholding each other's Faces : But chiefly 
what Aſtoniſhmeut was there in the Maſter of 
the Houſe! who yielding to the eager Tranſ- 
ports of his Heart ; By what good Influence, 
cried he out embracing him, do I this Night 
meet the Man to whom I owe my Life, and 
whom ] ſo earneſtly deſir'd to find! for, my Ca- 
valier, added he with an extreme Joy which ſuf- 
ficiently appear'd in his whole Deportment, you 
are he who protected me ſo remarkably at the 
late Bull-Feaſt from a mortal Danger, and which, 
but for your timely Succour, it was not poflible 
for me to have eſcap'd. That little Service, my 
Lord, reply'd Ofmin 8 has been well 
requited by what you have juſt done for me, in 
retrieving me from a Danger wherein perhaps 
more than my Life lay at Stake. If I have ren- 
der'd you any Service in that, reply'd Don A- 
lou zo, it has been without running any Risk on 
my Part, and I owe it all to Chance and my 
g00 
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good Fortune; whereas you abſolutely hazarded 
your Life for me, after I had given you juſt Cauſe 
to treat me in a quite different Manner; but ' tis 
only for Cavaliers of your exalted Nobleneſs to 
puſh their Generofity to ſuch a Height. This 
well-bred Conteſt of Services and Obligations 
continued for ſome little time, till they went up 

into Don Alouzo's Apartment, while another was 
preparing for the reputed Don Nen, But they 
pas the greateſt Part of the Remainder of the 

ight in converfing together; Don Alonzo, in 
relating to his new Gueſt ali that he knew of 
his Affairs with Donna Elvira, with whom he 
believ'd him to be really in Love; and that it 
was Curioſity, and a Defire that he had to make 
an Acquaintance with him, that had prompted 
him to get into the Garden at that Hour. And 
Oſmin imparted to him all that was proper to tell 
him of that Intrigue, without turning it too much 
to his own Advantage, for Fear of injuring the 
Reputation of Donna Elvira. Don Alonzo alſo 
made him a Confident of his Paſſion for Daraxa, 
which had been the principal Motive of his de- 
firing to make that Acquaintance with him. 
_OSMIN, tho' he had no extraordinary Ta- 
lent at diſguiling his Thoughts, yet judg'd it moſt - 
prudent upon this Occafion to do ſo; and to 
keep up and continue the aſſum'd fictitious Name 
of Don Fayme Vives. But Day having at laſt 
ſurpriz'd them in the. Courſe of ſo agreeable a 
Converſation where neither of them were in the 
leaſt tir'd, Don Alonzo, leſt he ſhould treſpaſs 
too far upon the Complaiſance of his new Gueſt, 
n him ſome Compliments vpon that 
Subject, roſe up to wait upon him to the Apart- 
ment that had been particularly got as Te 
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him, which was the moſt magnificent and con- 

venient in the whole Houſe, He left him here 
to his Repoſe 'till about Noon, when, having 
heard he was got up and was dreſſing himſelf, 
he went to him, that they might Dine together 


in private, as they had agreed upon as moſt pro- 


per for them to do. . U/m27 had already ſent for 
Orvieds, to let him know all that had happen'd, 
and to be furniſh'd with a Habit more ſuitable to 
the Honours he receiv'd from Don Alozzo, than 
that which he had brought with him from the 
Garden of Don Lewis. _ 1 | 
BEFORE that Day was over, the whole City 
was full of the Adventure of Don Jayme and 
Donna Elvira; ſuch being the Condition of all 


great Houſes, where the Domeſtics are nume- 


rous: Nothing of Moment can be kept ſecret. 


For no ſooner is any thing of Importance tranſ- 


acted, no ſooner does any extraordinary Adven- 
ture happen, but preſently the whole Matter is 
divulg'd; and ſeldom fails of being improv'd and 
inlarg'd by every Mouth which it paſſes thro”, 
*till it becomes a general Town-Talk. This 


Story was told a thouſand ſeveral Ways, and 


all to the Diſadvantage of Donna Elvira; for 
which Oſnin was touch'd with a very ſenſible 


_ Concern. 


Ix a very little Time the Acquaintance of our 
two noble Cavaliers grew up into the moſt firm 
and moſt endearing Friendſhip that ever was. 


For Don Alouzo diſcover'd every Day freſh In- 


ftances of the Nobleneſs and Worth of Don 


5 Fayme ; Who on his Part could not help eſteem- 
ing the many good Qualities which were poſ- 
ſeſs 


'd by Don Alonzo; ſo that the Opinion they 


kad of each other was reciprocal, and they were 


both 
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both equally ſatisfy'd. Thus neither of them 
could refuſe: his Friendſhip to the other, where 
he ſaw it courted, honour'd, valued, and defer- 
ved. Both of them longed to know how Mat- 
ters went at Don Lewis's, and to have more 
particular News concerning Donna Elvira than 
what publick Talk afforded; for, according to 
_ thoſe Rumours, ſhe was ſhut up in a Chamber, 
where none but her Father had Liberty to ſee 
her, befides one Woman that attended her. 
There was none but Claricia could poſſibly give 
them any Information; nor ſhe, without much 
_ Difficulty; it was become ſo very hard to ſteal 
out, ſo as to get fo far as Don Alonzo t. For 
now none of the Servants were allow'd to ſtir 
abroad; and Claricia was watch'd more narrow- 
ly than any of the reſt, becauſe her Miſtreſs was 
known to repoſe a great deal of Confidence in 
her. But however, ſhe made a ſhift once or 
twice to get out to Don Alonzo's; and ſheit was 
that inform'd them of all that paſs'd that Night; 
and of the Rage and Deſpair of Don Lewis for 
having miſs'd to take the Counterfeit Ambroſio, 
whoſe Death he had reſolv'd on, had he got 
him: but that none of them could comprehend 
how he got away. That ten or twelve Men had 
been employ'd to ſearch after him in the City, 
and that he was ſtill ſought for; but *twas believ'd 
he was retir'd. That Donna Elvira had been 
fick to Extremity; and that Daraxa had alſo 
been much indiſpos'd, either from the Part ſhe 
took in her Friend's Affliction, or from the 
Fright at the Noiſe of ſo many Muskets, or from 
the Hurry and Buſtle of that diſorderly Night, in 
which it was not poſſible for any of the Family 
to have reſted. That Don Lewss had a 
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ſo much Grief and Vexation upon this Accident 
that he had never been abroad fince, nor would 
ſee or ſpeak with any Body; and that 'twas ſaid 
he would go into the Country for a Month, to 
give Time for all theſe buſy Rumours to blow 
Over. « | | 
THe two Gentlemen having thus inform'd 
themſelves of all theſe Particulars, made it for 
ſome time the Subject of their Converſation; 
and that no unpleaſant one to Don Alozzo, who 
having little Kindneſs for the Family of Don 
Lewis, only diverted himſelf with the Diſorders 
of it, and turn'd them into Ridicule and Banter. 
But, as Don Jayme was now out of the Reach 
of Don Lew:s's Rage, he advis'd him to make 
uſe of this Maid, and to write by her to Donna 
Elvira to comfort her in her Diſtreſs. Claricia 
indeed had no Liberty of ſeeing Donna Elvira 
more than any of the other Domeſtics; but as 
| Daraxa, to whom Don Lew:s had not dar'd to 
forbid going into his Daughter's Chamber, was 
almoſt always with her, it was very likely that 
ſhe would gladly undertake to deliver ſuch a Bil- 
let to her Friend. You may conclude O/min 
was not hard to be perſuaded to this ; he left his 
Friend to entertain himſelf further with Claricia 
while he withdrew to write, not to Donna E/- 
vira, but to Daraxa her ſelf, a long Letter in the 
Mooriſg Tongue, giving her an Account of all 
that happened to him on and ſince the Night of 
the Musket Alarm. Daraxa receiv'd this Let- 
ter with an extream Joy ; for ſhe knew nothing 
till then what was became of her dear Lover ; 
and ſhe was under dreadful Apprehenſions leſt 
he ſhould have been wounded by the many Muſ- 
ket-Shots, which, as ſhe thought, had been fir'd 
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at him. She had not begun to be in any Health 
of Body or Quiet of Mind, till the Receit of this 
welcome Letter, and ſne made uſe of the ſame 
Pretence, and the ſame Conveyance, to ſend 
back an Anſwer to it. 
Sou Days after, Don Lewis, according to 
the Intelligence they had receiv'd from Claricia, 
went with all his Family to-his Country Houſe, 
which was about a League from Sevi; nor was 
it certainly known how long he would continue 
there. This gave Oſmin ſome Uneaſineſs, who 
by this Accident was to be deprived of the Con- 
venience of Claricia's Negotiation, which he 
now found of exceeding Uſe. But Don Alonzo 
preſently propoſed an Expedient to comfort him; 
for he told him, that he had a Houſe within a 
Quarter of a League of Don Leuis's; that they 
had nothing to do but to go thither, where they 
might probably contrive to have ſome Account 
of their Miſtreſſes, and more certainly and ſpee- 
dily than in Town; it not being impoſſible but 
they might, ſome how or other, get Acceſs to 
them, and enjoy the Pleaſure of their Converſa- 
tion. Oſmin embraced this Offer with muchTranſ- 
port ; and the 'very next Day they went thither 
with Orviedo, attended only by a couple of Set- 
vants, to make the leſs Noiſe. _ 

WHEN they were got to this Villa, the fineſt 
in all thoſe Parts, the firſt thing they had to do 
was to let Claricia know they were there, and 
deſited to ſpeak with her. Don Alouzo quick- 
ly found out a Peaſant fit for this Meſſage; for 
in that Country they are naturally adroit and 
form'd for ſuch Purpoſes. But not to give this 
Maid the Trouble of coming ſo far, he appointed 
her to meet them in a beautiful Grove that +4 

ENT Within 


184 The Loves of 


within two Furlongs of Don Lewis's Houſe ; 
whither ſhe accordingly came; Don Alonzo and 
Don Jayme being habited like Peaſants. The 
Converſation by Len was thus reviv'd; but 
this was but an indifferent Satisfaction for our 
two Cavaliers, eſpecially for Don Alonxo, who 
had ſcarce any ſhare in that way of converſing, 
but juſt what his Friend was pleas'd to adinit 
him to, by way of Generoſity, or rather of A- 
muſement. Don Alonxo therefore moſt earneſt- 
ly preſs'd Claricia to endeavour to prevail with 
the two fair Ladies to admit of a ſmall Interview 
and perſonal Converſation with them; for Don- 
na Elvira now began to walk about, and Dara- 
xa was in perfect Health. But how was it poſ- 
ſible to attempt any thing under two ſuch eter- 
nally watchful Guardians as Don Leuis and 
Don Kodrigo his Son; eſpecially for them, who 
were ſcarce yet got ſafe out of the Cloud 
which had ſo lately overtaken them? However, 
it happened one Day, that Don KRoarigo being 
gone to Sevil, his Father, upon a Buſineſs of 
 lome Conſequence which was fallen out in an 
Eſtate of his juſt by and required his immediate 
Preſence, was oblig'd to get on Horſeback in 
Order io be there with all poſſible Speed, to give 
his Directions about it. He made as little Noiſe 
and Talk about this Journey as poflibly he could; 
and told his People as he went away, that he 
ſhould not be gone above half an Hour; but the 
Buſineſs he went about being well known in the 
Family, it was thought, whatever Diſpatch he 
made, it would be impoſſible for him to return 

in leſs than three Hours. 

Ou two Beauties and our Brace of Lovers 
could ſcarce wiſh for a fairer eee 
| there- 
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therefore you may imagine.were reſolv'd not to 
loſe this. Claricia, with her uſual Dexterity, 
ſettled the Preliminaries of the Congreſs. The 
two Gentlemen, for their better Concealment, 
diſguis'd themſelves in the Habits of two Pea- 
ſantly Fellows, as was agreed among all Parties, 
and without my a Moment of I ime, away 
they went to the Grove I mention'd before. Don 
Jayme, as one that was beſt acquainted with the 
Ladies, walk'd out towards Don Lewis's Houſe 
to ſee if he could diſcern them coming ; and he 
had not gone far before he met them hard by 
making towards the Grove to walk there with 
them; and to make the Frolick complete, they 
had taken the Habit of Country Girls, as near 
as they could imitate them, and were only at- 
tended by their two Confidents Laida and Cla- 
ricia, Nothing would be ſo ſweet and delight- 
ful as theſe ſtoln, diſguis'd Aſſignations, if they 
were not attended with ſo many Hazards and 
unforeſeen Accidents. This preſent Meeting 
* with an equal Exceſs of Joy on all Sides, 
r 


to ſee one another, and then to behold their 


ſeveral Diſguiſes, which were pleaſant and ri- 


diculous enough. The Converſation was no 


more than general, but yet how charming and 
agreeable! between four ſuch extraordinary Per- 
ſons, who were tranſported with Raptures of 
Pleaſure ; at being once more fo near what they 
ſo much lov'd. They were but a little advanc'd 


within the Walks of this charming Grove, when 


they perceived thro? the Trees two real Peaſants 
that were coming along that Way, who were 
going the Town, near which Don Lewis's 
Houſe ſtood. They could not imagine -what 
_ Buſineſs they had there, for they were =" and 

owed 


186 The Lo vES of 


lowed the Freedom of that Place; however they 
thought proper hot to take any Notice but to 
let them paſs by. They came on ſtrait towards 
them, perhaps out of a Curiofity natural to theſe 
Ruſtics; ſo that the Ladies, to prevent their Fa- 
ces from being ſeen, ſtoad playing with their 
Fingers vpon the Trees, and Don Jayme before 
them, with his Back towards the Peaſants. Don 
Alonzo, who ſtay'd ſome Paces behind, being as 
little willing to be ſeen, ſtood much after the 
ſame manner, pretending to belooking earneſtly 
upon the Ground as if he had loſt ſomething, 
when all of a ſudden he felt himſelf ſaluted with 
a confounded ſtroke of a Cudgel, that almoſt 
ſtun'd him. Don Fayme, having heard the 
Blow, turn'd about in a Moment, and very 
lackily too, for there was the ſame Entertain- 
ment preparing for him; but, as he was prodigi- 
ouſly active and nimble, he avoided Part of the 
Blow, ſo that it glanc'd along his Shoulder with- 
out much Hurt. One may gueſs what Return 
ſuch a Salutation deſerv'd: his Staff was not ſo 
big as his Aſſailant's, but he had a Vigour and 
Spring in his Arm, at leaſt equal to that of the 
ſtrongeſt Peaſant; fo that, with one back-ſtroke, 
taking him juſt in the Face, he broke his Jaw- 
Bone, and laid him flat upon the Ground, His 
Stick was broken with the Violence of the Blow, 
but he preſently ſeiz'd the thundring Club of the 
raſcally Peaſant, and ran to the Aſſiſtance of 
Don Alonzo. He indeed ſtood in no ſmall want 
of it, for his Antagoniſt had ſo much the Ad- 
vantage of him, that he was forc'd to maintaina 
' retreating Fight, and was very roughly handled 
into the Bargain. But this Fellow, feeing his 
Companion {truck down at a Blow, and obſer- 
N ving 
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ving that he who did it, was making towards 
him, did not think it adviſeable to truſt himſelf 
with ſo formidable an Adverſary, and therefore 
took to his Heels and made towards the Town 
as hard as ever he could drive. There he gave 
the Alarm, telling the People his Comrade was 
kill'd, tho' in Truth he was only wounded. 
Oſmin would not give himſelf the Trouble to 

purſue him, derauft he did not think it proper to 
leave the Ladies and Don Alonzo, whoſe Con- 
dition he did not certainly know; but the firſt 
Blow he receiv'd had only amaz'd him, tho' it 
were a very violent one, the Tree, againſt which 
he lean'd, having in a great Meaſure broken the 
Force of it. He had received another Blow up- 
on his Arm that was more troubleſom to him, 
but the whole was no great Matter, and they 
had only turn'd it into Raillery, but for the Con- 
ſequence which was like to affect the Ladies. 
But they ſeeing all this Confuſion had very pru- 
dently betaken themſelves to Flight, extremely 
alarm'd and mightily concern'd for what might 
be the Iſſue of it. But the Matter reſted not 
here; for, as our two Cavaliers were reaſon- 
ing the Caſe, and debating whether they ſhould 
make any further Attempt for that Time to ſee 
the Ladies, or return home, they were ſudden- 
ly attack'd by three raſcally Fellows from the 
1own who came at them with drawn Swords, 
The firſt of them, who was the briskeſt and 
likelieft Fellow of the three, getting before the 
reſt to ſhew his Courage, happen'd to light upon 
Ofmin, and thought to run him thro? the Body; 
As to that he miſs'd his Deſign, and only wound- 
ed him in the Hand; for which he quickly had 
his Requital; for O/miz return'd him ſuch a Blow 


up- 
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upon the Head with the Clown's heavy Trun« 


cheon, that he laid him ſprawling. at his Feet; 
and his Sword, which was of a conſiderable 
Length, ſtood our Cavalier in no ſmall ſtead a- 
gainſt the other two, who by this time were 
come up with him. Don Alonzo was ready to 
ſecond his Friend; and, tho' he had nothing 
but a walking Stick, yet he dealt his Blows ſo 


handſomely that they far enough overmatched 


the other two Scoundrels, and having given 
them a hearty Drubbing all the way, in the Heat 
of their Paſſion, which was too warm indeed, 
drove them even to the very Town's End. 

TukEskE Rogues were no ſooner got within 


the Hearing of the People, but they began to 


cry out Murder, and the whole Town was in- 
ſtantly up in Arms, the Man who was ſaid to 
be kill'd being the Son of the Town-Bailiff, 
They were, upon this, immediately ſurround- 
ed by a numerous Rabble arm'd with Clubs, 
Forks, Bills, Spits, and ſome few Fire-Arms 
for a ſhew, for there was not above an Ounce 
of Powder perhaps in the whole Town. This 
ill- appointed Crowd were yet by their Numbers 
and Violence exceeding troubleſom to the two 
oung Gentlemen ; more eſpecially with their 
ong Poles and Quarter-Staves, which they threw 
between their Legs, and annoy'd them very 


much; and by one of theſe it was that Oſinin 


was unluckily thrown down, as he was preſſing 
forward to ſuccour Don Alonzo, to whom he 


had given a ſecond Sword which he had ſeiz'd, 


but which could not prevent his being taken; 


Fortune, at the ſame time, contriving that he 


himſelf ſhould bear him Company, being by bis 
unfortunate Fall become a more eaſy Prey 1 
. ; is 
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his Enemies. For the whole Mobb, taking this 
Advantage, fell at once upon him, and ſecur'd 
him; their chief Aim being levell'd at him, be- 
cauſe he appear'd to be the moſt forward and 
dangerous of the two. There had been three 
Men kilFd outright, and ſeveral wounded; all 
which they laid to his Charge; and God knows 
how he might have been us'd by that furious 
Pack of Mongrils, in the Bitterneſs of their Rage, 
now they had got him in their Clutches, if hap- 
pily for both him and Don Alonzo two Per- 
ſons of Quality had not chanc'd at that Inſtant 
to paſs thro? this Town in their Way to Sevil, 
attended by three or four Servants. Theſe Gen- 
tlemen, out of a Curioſity to know the Occafi- 
on of this Tumult, of which no body whom 
they had ask'd could rightly inform them, made 
their Way by Force into the midſt of the Crowd, 
where they ſaw and preſently knew Don Alon- 
20. They were greatly furpriz'd at ſeeing him 
tn ſuch a Condition; but immediately drawin 
their Swords, they reſcued himout of the Hands 
of the Raſcals, not without Danger of their own 
Lives, two of their Servants being wounded: 
This made the Pexſants careful to ſecure their 
ons Priſoner, and that was the ſaving of his 

ife. 17 FE 
Ix the mean time Don Alonzo, tho' in no 
Condition to ſerve his Friend, could not con- 
ſent to leave him in the Hands of theſe Villains; 
declaring aloud, that he would dye, or be car- 
ried any where in the World with him, rather 
than forſake him. But, Oſinin being by this 
Time fhut up a cloſe Priſoner in the Bailiff's 
Houſe, theſe Gentlemen repreſented' to Don 
Alonso how impoſſible it would be to * a 

; | rien 


all this Buſtle and Confuſion to be wholly igno- 
A 
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Friend at. preſent, ſeeing he was in the Hands 
of a Man who had all along been at the Head of 
the Rabble, animating them to revenge the 
Death of his Son, and kept the Mob till up in 
Arms round his Houſe to guard the Priſoner. 
They were of Opinion that what they could beſt 
and moſt properly do, was, without loſing any 
Time, to go and muſter up all the Friends they 
could make, and to come in the Night with 
their whole Poſle and carry him off by Force. 
Don Alonzo yielded to the Weight of this Ad- 


vice, as very reaſonable and likely to ſucceed : and 
nothing could have prevented the Execution of 
their Scheme, had not the Bailiff, who ſuſpect- 
ed ſomething of this kind, ſent away to Sevi. 


immediately to inform the chief Magiſtrates ; 


who preſently ſent a Company of the Guards 


uſual upon ſuch Occaſions, and other arm'd 
Men, to ſecure the Peace and the Priſoner ; this 


| broke the Meaſures of theſe Gentlemen, and tho? 


they had got together above forty Men, they 

were oblig'd to let the Deſign drop. 3 
OE may eaſily imagine in what Pain the La- 
dies were all this while; for they were too near 


rant of all theſe Tran ſactions; and they had too 
much Intereſt in the Matter not to take Care to 
be informed of every Particular. All the Do- 
meſtics of Don Lew:s, both Men and Women, 
were in the Field, drawn thither by the Noiſe 
and Outcries that were made; and, their Maſter 
not being yet returned, they ſtay'd to ſee the 
Event of the Action. They all knew their old 
Feilow-Servant Ambraſio; and one or other of 


them was every Moment bringing News of the 


ſlain and the wounded, and every condierable 
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Paſſage that happen d. But all the Advices they 
bronght were in Favour of the brave Ambraſio, 
of whom they talk'd as of the moſt terrible Man 
they had ever ſeen in their Lives; but with much 
Pleaſure, for they all lov'd him dearly. But, as 
ſoon as it was known that he was taken, Don- 
na Elvira, by Daraxa's Inſtigation, ſent to the 
Bailiff and bid him take Care what he did, for 
if that Man, whom he had in Cuſtody, were ill 
us'd, his Life would anſwer it. This Meſlage 
was admirably well-tim'd, and prov'd of great 
Service to him; for from that Moment he 
was better treated; and as all Don Lewis's 
Servants had free Acceſs to the Bailiff's Houſe, 
who was an Officer of their Maſter's, they had 
all of them Liberty to ſee the Priſoner, and they 
brought him all Manner of Refreſhments. Cla- 
ricia and Laida both were there among the reſt, 
and the latter gave him an Epiſtle from her La- 
dy, which ſhe flipt into his Hand without any 
Body's perceiving it. It was to this Purpoſe. 
As none but your ſelf, Oſinin, ever knew 
to what an Exceſs I have lov'd you, ſo none 
« but you can conceive the Tortures I have felt 
« theſe laſt three or four Hours, Death it ſelf 
cannot be attended with half the Agonies I 
have ſuffer'd for your ſake. They that love 
« are Strangers to any other Fear, than that 
© which ariſes from their Concern for the Per- 
« ſon belov'd; O then, with what Fears mult I 
de ſurrounded, when the dear Object of my 
Life lies involved in ſuch Dangers by the Ca- 
„ prices of my malicious Fortune. I ſend Lat- 
+ da to know how you are, whether you are 
* wounded, and if your Life be in Danger. 
Mine depends on yours. Let me, if poſſible, 
2 know, 


<« have merited the 
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« know, by your own dear Hand, how it fares 
« with you; thoſe Characters may poſſibly con- 


&« tribute ſomething towards calming the violent 
« Tempeſts of my Heart. Ah, wretched Day 


„ for me! and yet more wretched Night! un- 
e lefs I can receive ſome Aſſurance of your be- 


« ing out of Danger. Elſe I fear this will be my 
« laſt; for I am well aſſur'd you will not cye_ 
« alone. Tho? Love has made and fram'd us 
* for each other, it has been only hitherto to 
« render us miſerable by continual Croſſes 
« and Diſappointments; but I am determin'd 
« it ſhall not deprive us of the Pleaſure of dying 
„together. This however depends upon the 
% Account Laida ſhall bring me; till which J 
have no Repoſe, but ſtruggle betwixt the Con- 
« fines of Life and Death, and count the tedi- 
« ous Minutes as they paſs. Moſt. miſerable 
„State! not to be indur'd, but that I ſee the end 
« of it: For, unleſs Oſinin lives, the unfortu- 
« nate Daraxa is no more. 1 


Upon the Receipt of this welcome Letter, 
the Heart of our faithful Lover, notwithſtand- 
ing his preſent Circumſtances, was actuated with 
a ſubſtantial penetrating Joy: and having his 
Pencil and Writing-Tablets about him, which 
Men of Quality 'among the Moors are. ſeldom 
without, he wrote her this Anſwer. 


_« Hap I pour'd out all my Blood for your 
« Sake, moſt lovely Daraxa, yet I could not 

Tendeinet and Regard you 
« expreſs for my Safety. | That Life you are 


2 3 to prize ſo much, is hitherto ſecure. 
cc 


have been careful of ir, as of ſomething that 


had the Honour to be devoted to you; but 


* now 
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© now it will indeed become precious and eſti- 
mable, ſince you make it ſo happy as to joyn 
it with your own. Live, charming Daraxa, 
ee and hope better of Love. He is a God of end- 
leſs Powers and Manners of retrieving, far 
beyond all our Proſpects. He never intirely 
« abandons true and faithful Lovers. He has 
« begun with us by Pains and Miſeries; he will 
make an End by Joys and Pleaſures. I have 
„ ſubmitted my ſelf to him: Tis on his Part 
© now to ſhew his Power, Care and Goodneſs, 
« towards me. This Day has coſt you ſome 
« Tears; he will repay them with Uſury in 
« Joys; and fear not but he will ſtill preſerve 


« for you 
Dur Faithful 
OSMIN. 


. LAID A had no ſooner got this Anſwer, but 
ſhe and. Claricia went back to their Ladies, and 
gave them an Account of the Condition he was 
in; and that he had but two or three flight 
Wounds. They preſently- ſent him whatever 
he could poffibly want to forward his Cure, 
and make Things eaſy to him. But, at laſt 
Don Levis returns, to deprive thein of that lit- 
tle Conſolation they had left amidſt this great 
Misfortune. He could not imagine what could 
be the meaning of the Diſturbance that had hap- 
pen'd in the I own during his Abſence, of which 
he had heard ſo many imperfe& and conſus'd 
Accounts from the Peaſants he had met with. 
But when he was got Home, he preſently under- 
ſtood a great part of the Matter. He was in- 
form'd of almoit eyery Particular, except the 
Vo. VI. K going 


| 
| 


eas gt ny nt 


. — ——— a, 


hu — 


———— 
—— on 2 nw 


— — — 
— — 


. 
— — — — 
— — 


— 


194 © The Loves of 


going abroad of the two young Ladies; which 
indeed was a Secret to the whole Family, ex- 
cept the two Confidents. This new Inſolence 


of the pretended Ambraſio put him into ſuch a 


Rage, that he was no longer Maſter of himſelf. 


He ſuſpected too, that this Matter could not be 
tranſacted without his Daughter's being privy to 
it, if not actually concern'd in it, and that ſhe 
had ſome how or other contriv'd to give him 


Notice, that he was to be from Home. And, 
what ſtill more inrag'd him, was to think that 


Daraxa ſhould be embark'd in this Intrigue; for 
Alonzo having plainly beendiſcover'd and known 


upon this Occaſion, he made no manner of 


Doubt, but it was with Deſign to ſee, if not 
ſpeak to her; and that he could not have had 


any ſuch Expectatione, without having firſt re- 


ceiv'd ſome Encouragement on her Part. This 
Suſpicion fill'd him with Trouble and Vexa- 


tion; and he was ſo angry, that he reſolv'd to 


fee neither of them. But as for his Daughter, 


he gave ſtrict and particular Orders, that ſhe 


ſhould be ſhut up again, and watch'd and guard- 


ed and confin'd more rigidly than ever. All his 


Comfort was that the Spark was catch'd; - but 
for that, he had certainly burſt with Rage or 


died of Grief. He now concluded that it would 


be impoſſible for him to eſcape, and that he 


ſhould have the Pleaſure of making him tall a 


Sacrifice to his Rage. In Order to this, the firſt 


Thing he did was to ſend to the Bailiff to engage 
him to take the ſtricteſt Care of his Priſoner ; 
and, after having wiſeiy ponder'd the whole Mat- 


ter with himſelf, he at laſt came to a Reſolution, 
that this Adventure was an Ad of divine Juſtice, 
— and 
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and that God himſelf, being concern'd to repair 
his Honour and glut his Revenge, had put this 
Man's Life into his Hands. For his full Satis- 
faction however, he deſir'd to be inſtructed in all 
the Particulars of this Affair, from firſt to lait; 
and ſent to the Town for ſuch as he thought 
were moſt capable of informing him. He was 
told, that all this Misfortune happen'd purely 
from a Miſtake of the Bailiff's Son; who 
being in Love with a Neighbour's Daughter, 
a very pretty Girl, and one that had a good 
Portion; and having a Rival, a Farmer's Son, 
who dwelt about half a League from the Town, 
and was better receiv'd than he, both by Father 
and Daugher, becauſe he was in better Circum- 
ſtances, and a young Man of a more ſober and 
virtuous Behaviour than the Bailift's Son; this 
latter had breath'd Revenge, and threaten'd to 
have him well drub'd, if ever he could find that 
he came any more near his Miltrefs ; and being 

inform'd that two Men, habited like Country 
Fellows, but who ſeem'd to be ſomething bet- 
ter than mere Clowils, were that Day ſlipt in- 
to the Grove, he ſuſpected it might be his Rival, 
with a Companion of his that us'd to be with 
him, when he viſited the pretty young Woman; 
and that they were thus in Ditguile to avoid the 
drubbing they had been threaten'd withal. Upon 
this, the Bailiff's Son had hir'd two Peaſants, 
the boldeſt and ſtrongeſt young Fellows in the 
Town, to go into the Wood in ſearch of them, 
and to put his Deſign in Execution; and he him- 
ſelf follow'd them at a little Diſtance, with two 
of his Friends, to fee the Sport, and aſſiſt them 
if there ſhould be Occaſion. That theſe two 
K 2 Perſons 
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Perſons in Diſguiſe were Don Alonzo, and ano- 
ther Gentleman, who, being aſſaulted by the 
Peaſants, had endeavour'd to defend themſelves, 
and having in the Rencounter ſlain the Bailiff's 
Son, were at laſt ſeiz'd, and one of them was 


then in Hold in the Bailiff's Houſe, 


By this Relation, Don Leuis plainly ſaw that 
all the Fault and Blame was in the Bailiff's Son, 
and the Peaſants; that what the Gentlemen had 
done, had been only in their own Defence, and 
conſequently that they were entirely free from 
any legal Crime: But he was too much incens'd 
againſt the pretended Ambroſio, to omit doing all 
that lay in his Power to make him appear Guilty, 
tho? he was really Innocent; and this Opportu- 
nity of ridding him out of the Way, was too 
favourable a Juncture to be let ſlip. He made 
no queſtion but that Don Alozzo would, on his 
Part, employ all his Power and Credit to get 


him releas'd; but then he was certain that this 
young Lord had not that Intereſt with the Judges 


which he fancied he had; or, at leaſt, not ſo. 


much as he himſelf had; and therefore he made 


no doubt of his being able to carry his Point 


there. He had not heard one Word of the La- 


dies having been abroad at this Meeting ; becauſe 
one of the Peaſants, he whoſe Jaw had been 
broke, was not yet in any Condition to talk; 
and the other had been kill'd by returning into the 


Scuffle; and none, beſides theſe two, had ſeen 


them together. However Don Lew:s ſent the 


Bailiff private Inſtructions to proſecute the Pri- 


ſoner with the utmoſt Rigour Faſſuring him of 
his Protection, his Credit, and if Occaſion were, 
his Purſe; not only for himſelf, but for all who 

5 | pretne- 
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pretended to have been Sufferers, as well on the 
Part of thoſe that had been kill'd, as alſo for 
thoſe that were wounded. He directed that the. 
ſhould go all in a Body the next Day to Sevi, 
and petition the Magiſtrates for Juſtice. They 
did ſo, and as ſucceſsfully as he could wiſh; for 


1 the melancholy Appearance of their Diſtreſs ſo 


mov'd the People, that when the Priſoner was 
brought into the City, as he was the next Morn- 
ing about ten a Clock, ſo great was their miſta- 
ken Fury, that they were reſtrain'd with much 
- Difficulty from tearing him in Pieces. His 
Guard had been doubled, becauſe of a Report 
that ſome of Don Alonzo's Friends intended to 
_ reſcue him upon the Way: but they were not 
yet ſtrong enough for ſuch an Expedition, or 
rather they wanted at their Head a Man of ſuf- 
ficient Activity and Vigour, one that would 
heartily eſpouſe the Matter, undertake with Spi- 
tit, and execute with Reſolution, and animate 
others by his Behaviour and Example; for Don 
Alonzo, to his great Regret, ſtill continued ſo 
indiſpos'd, that he had not Strength to {it his 
A 
Dod Lewis, ſtill boiling with Rage, and 
actuated with a reſtleſs Revenge which would 
not ſuffer him to go to Bed all that Night, or- 
der'd every thing to be got ready the next Morn- 
ing, and went with his whole Family to Sevi; 
for he judg'd that his Preſence there would be 
a means of puſhing on this Buſineſs with the ut- 
moſt Rigour, and getting it diſpatch'd according 
to the Violence and Impetuoſity of his Paſſion. 
Daraxa, to her inexpreſſible Grief, was not ig- 
norant of all theſe Proceeeings, nor could ſhe 
=O expect 
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expect leſs from the Humour and Reſentment of 


Don Lewis; dreading, not without Reaſon, that 
the Contideration of the ſuppos'd Intrigue be- 
tween Donna Elvira and Oſmin, would prove 
of dangerous Conſequence to the latter. But 
ſhe was no leſs deſirous of returning to Sevz/ than 
Don Lewis himſelf; to ſee how the Matter was 
like to go, to have the freſheſt Accounts of every 
Particular relating to it; and, if Things were 
drove to the laſt Extremity, and Cſinin's Lite 
really in Danger, that ſhe might be ready to diſ- 
cover his Name and Quality; preſuming, with 
very good Realon, that the Judges, after ſuch a 
Declaration, would not dare to proceed a Step 


further, without expreſs Orders from their Ma- 


jeſties. But what Terrors alarm'd her, when 
ſhe heard the loud Out- cries of the People, and 
was inform'd that with clamorous Importunities 
they demanded his Death ! She had nothing left 
to ſupport her under this killing Affliction but 
the generous Ardor of Don Alonzo, who with 
indefatigable Zeal employ'd his own whole Cre- 
dit and Intereſt, together with that of all his 
Friends and Relations, to have him acquitted. 
This good-natur'd'young Lord, ſeeing the Dan- 
ger to Which his Friend was expos'd, and that 


the Juiges repreſented to thoſe who ſollicited 


for hm, that *twas a very great Favour that 
Don Alonzo himſelf was not ſecur'd and proſe- 
cuted ; and that, tho', in Reſpect to him, they 
were willing to act the blind and deaf Part, yet 
the murdering, the wounding, and maiming ſo 
many of the King's SubjeQs, call'd aloud for 
Juſtice; and that, were he himſelf in the Pri- 
ſoner's Place, they ſhould be very hard put to it 
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to excuſe him. This Lord, being inform'd of 
all theſe grave and wiſe Pretences, could no 
longer be kept in Bed by any Conſideration of his 
Wounds and Weaknets, but gauſing himſelf to 
be carried, with his Head bound up, and his 
Arm in a Sling, he went in that Condition from 
Judge to Judge, and remonſtrated to them the 
crying Injultice that would be done to a Man of 
ſach uncommon. Merit as Don Jayme was, if 
he ſhould be condemned to Death, only for de- 
fending his Life againſt a Parcel of Ruffians, and 
a tumultuous riotous Mob. This indeed had 
ſome little Effect, and made them heſitate in their 
Reſolutions; but not enough to have ſav'd 0/- 
min's Life, had it not been for ſome unexpected 
News that came; which, breaking all the Mea- 
ſures of Don Lewis, gave a molt ſurprizing and 

agreeable Turn to he whole Affair. 
IT was begun by an Expreſs from the Queen 

to Don Lew:s, which arriv'd at Sevi the ſecond 
Day of the Proceſs. In this Letter, the Queen 
acquainted him with the Surrender of Granada, 
deſiring him to attend her immediately, and to 
bring Daraxa with him; becauſe her Father, 
who mightily wiſh'd to fee her, had reſolv'd to 
turn Chriſtian with his whole Family; and *twas 
hop'd ſhe might be mov'd, by his Example, to 
embrace Chriſtianity alſo. There came at the 
fame Time Letters for Daraxa, one from the 
(Queen, and ſeveral from her Father and the reit 
of her Relations. But Don Lew:s, following 
the Dictates of his refin'd Politics, was unwil- 
ling to leave unfiniſh'd this darling Proſecution, 
now he had brought it ſo fairly forward; in fo 
much that he expected to ſee it completed the 
— Ez very 
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very next Day, by obtaining a Sentence of Death 
apainſt the Priſoner, which accordingly he did. 
Therefore, in his Wiſdom, he reſolv'd not to 
deliver theſe Letters to the Mooriſh Lady, nor 
to mention any thing at all of the Matter to 
her, leſt, being impatient to ſee her Friends, ſhe 
mould oblige him to be going before he had fi- 
niſt'd his judiciary Affair. He therefore redoub- 
led his Efforts, his Diligence, and Sollicitations, 
{ the reſt of that Day; and, in ſhort, he follow'd 
* it ſo cloſe, that the next Day, about eleven in 
ll the Forenoon, Don Fayme was condemn'd to 
| have his Head cut off; and the Day of Execu- 
tion was fixt at the ſame Time; which was to 
be four Days after. . „ 
Don Alonzo, who had an immediate Ac- 
it count of Sentence being paſt, preſently ſent the 
ll two Ladies Word of it: but he aſſut'd them at 
the ſame time, that he had above three hundred 
* Men in a Readineſs for Action, and that he 
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[ would ſooner periſh in the Attempt than ſuffer 
| ſuch a piece of Injuſtice to be done. This Pro- 
if miſe, however well and honeſtly intended, con- 
4 ſidering how unfortunate they had been in Pro- 


jects of the fame Nature, was not now of 
Force ſufficient to ſupport the languid Spirits of 
the inconſolable Daraxa, who was over whelm'd 
Wl with the bittereſt Affliction. She went to Don 
i] Lewis, juſt as he was return'd from the Palace, 
Where he had been all the Morning, and talk'd 

to him in ſo haughty a Manner, and with ſuch 
l extraordinary Tranſports, that ſhe no longer 
; ſeem'd to be the ſame Perſon. She told him ſhe 


would ponyard him with her own Hand, but 
that ſhe was aſſur'd there were thoſe — her 
. Rela- 
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Relations who would acquit themſelves of it 
much better than ſhe could do. She added, it 
was her Lover and her Husband, whom he 
had thus purſu'd to Death, and not the Gallant 
of his Daughter; for whom a Man of his Sort, 
and his Quality, was by no means made. That 
he was a Kinſman to the King of Grazada; 


whoſe Blood, notwithſtanding the War, could 


not be ſhed with Impunity upon a Scaffold. That 
he, particularly, would be call'd to an Account 
for it; becauſe he alone would be the Cauſe of 


his Death, as he was already of the cruel Sen- 
tence pronounc'd againſt him by unworthy and 


unjuſt Judges, he having done nothing that de- 
ſerv'd it. She went on yet farther, enlargin 
upon many Points; which, not to tire you, 
omit. | 


exceedingly, and he found himſelf ſtrangely em- 
barraſs'd by the Account ſhe gave him, and not 
a litttle terrify'd with her Menaces of Revenge. 
All ſhe told him had been ſo remote from his 
Ideas and Conceptions of Things, that not- 


withſtanding the violent Tranſports wherein he 


ſaw her, which had a peculiar perſuaſive Lan- 


guage of their own, and plainly ſhew'd the In- 


tereſt ſhe had in the Life of this Man; yet he 
ſcarce knew what to believe, or what to reply, 


but ſtood, like one ſtruck ſpeechleſs, over- 


whelm'd with Confuſion and Surprize. He be- 
gan however at length to tell her, that the greateſt 

ault was on her ſide, in not having ſooner told him 
of theſe Things; that he did not deny his having 


ſollicited —_ that Man; but then he was con- 


cern'd in Honour to do it, there having been no 


=O} Regard 


THis Behaviour of Hers amaz'd Don Lewis 
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Regard had to him in the ſeeming Attempt upon 
his Daughter. Daraxa was going to imerrupt 
him, to make him ſeulible that /min had not at 
all contributed to the Exceſſes of Donna Elvira, 
when a Servant came and whiſper*'d Don Lewis, 
that there were a great Number of Perſons 
and Equipages juſt come to the Gate, who 
were thought to be Moors, and ask'd to ſpeak 
with Daraxa. Don Lewis appear'd thoughtful 
at this News, and humbly betought the Moore 
Lady to permit him to leave her for a Moment, 
and he would inſtantly return; But ſhe, whom 
the ſmalleſt Matter could work up to Suſpicion, 
in the Agony of Soul wherein ſhe was at pre- 
ſent, had a ſtrong Curioſity to know what might 
be the Matter, not having been able to hear one 
Word of what the Servant ſaid. Doh Lew:s 
was gone out into the Court; ſo ſhe flew to the 
Window to ſee if there were any body there, 
and who it might be, whoſe inquiring for Don 
Lew:s had made him ſeem ſo aſtoniſn'd. But 
ſhe her ſelf was yet more fo, when the ſaw they 
were Moors, with a great Number of Horles, 
and that the greateſt Part of the Men ſeem'd to 
be People that belong'd to her Father. Sogreat 
was her Joy at this bare Apprehenſion only, that 
her Senles being too quickly and ſucceſſively af- 
fected with two ſuch Extremes, ſhe had ſcarce 
Strength to bear it, and was juſt ready to fink 
into a Trance, when ſhe ſaw enter the Room, 
where ſhe was, an Officer of her Father's, whom 
Don Lew:s himſelf came and preſented to her. 
This Officer, after having paid her the Reſpect. 
due to her Quality, acquainted her, that the War 
now being at an End, and the City of Granada 
ns © 1 ſurten- 
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ſurrender'd, her Father having obtain'd Leave of 
their Catholic Maj eſties for her Return, had ſent 
her an Equipage and Attendance fit for her il- 
luſtrious Birth; adding, that he preſum'd ſhe was 
already inſtructed in all theſe Particulars by the 
| Letters the Queen had ſent to her, and which 
were diſpatch'd by a Courier extraordinary. But 
theſe Letters had been till now detain'd from her 
by Don Lew:s; who being no longer able to a- 
void giving them up to her, did it with much 
_ Confuſion, and many Bluſhes, and the beſt Ex- 
cuſes he could frame. She was ſo poſſeſs'd with 
Grief, not ſo much at the Condition of her 
Country, as the fatal Extremity to which her 
Lover was reduc'd, and at the fame ſo agitated 
by the Tyde of better Fortune, that flow'd in 
upon her, from the unexpected Arrival of alt 
theſe Domeſtics belonging to her Father, that 
ſhe had not Power to make any Reply to the 
Officer, and her Eyes appear'd all ſwell'd with 
guſhing Tears. Don Lewes perceiving it pre- 
lently withdrew, as did the Officer likewiſe, out 
of Reſpect and Duty. As ſoon as ſhe recover'd 
her ſelf the ſent away for Orvied?s, who was at 
Don Alonzo's, and who was tranſported with 
Joy at the Sight of theſe his old Friends and 
 Comerades, who could never have come more 
opportudely than now they did, being juſt at the 
Eve of an Enterprize which Don AHlon xo was 
preparing in Favour of /min; and wherein 
Orviedo made no Doubt but theſe new Comets 
would ſo heartily aſſiſt, and diſcharge their Duty 
with ſo much Fervour and Fidelity, as tg be ra- 
ther an Example to others than in any Point de- 
ficient. Daraxa appointed Orviedo, to take the 
Officer who was newly come from her Father 
along with him, and to go immeagiateby 0 the 


i 
1nd, 
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Judges, and defire that they would give her an 
Audience in the Afternoon; and to acquaint 
Don Alozzo with it, who by this time began to 
be a little better; and to tell him, that the be- 


| lieved him to be ſo much a Friend, both to her 


ſelf and to the Priſoner, as that ſhe might hope 
from him that he would willingly accompany her 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, wherein ſhe prefer'd 
him before Don Lews; of whom, as he might 
gueſs, ſhe ſhould be far enough from defiring or 
accepting any Service. But, as ſhe conſidered 
his preſent infirm State of Health, ſhe earneſtly | 
intreated him not to incommode himſelf, but 
only to ſend ſome of his Friends. 

TE Judges were (till ſitting, when Orviedo 
and the Officer arriv'd at their uſual Place of 


meeting upon ſuch Occaſions ; and they ſate lon- 


ger than was expected, that they might come to 
tome Reſolution upon the ſeveral Advices they 


| had receiv'd concerning the Deſtgn of Don A- 
Jon30; whoſe Houſe, they were inform'd, was 


filling, every Moment, with Cavaliers that came 
from the Country all round about for ten or 


twelve Leagues in extent; ſo that they were juſt 


coming to this Reſolution, that, to prevent ſuch 
2 Violence, the Priſoner ſhould be privately exe- 
cuted that very Night. They were at firſt ſur- 
priz'd at Daraxa's Requeſt; but having conſider- 


ed and debated the Matter a little, they conclud- 


ed it could be only in Favour of the Priſoner, 
for the Sake of her Friend Donna Elvira, whoſe 
Intrigue with Don Fayme had been the public 
Talk; and that it was for this, that Don Lew:s 
had taken fo much Pains in the Proſecution of - 


him. It was an entire Novelty, and a Thing 


whieb had no Precedent, for a Woman to come 
in 
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in Ceremony to an Audience, and to ſpeak-in 
Public before them. They were therefore di- 
vided in their Opinions, whether to grant it or 
not. Many of them, chiefly the old Gray- 1 
Beards, were point blank againſt it; nevettheleſs, | 
at. laſt, the Curioſity to ſee her, and to know | 
what ſhe wanted, together with the Conſidera- 
tion univerſally had for her Perſon, Quality and 
Merits, and the Eſteem the Queen was known 
to have for her, prevailing with them, it was, up- 
on the Queſtion being put, carried by a good 
Majority that Audience ſhould be granted her; and 
{ix of the Clock the ſame Evening was the Hour 
appointed for it. As for Don Alonzo, he was 
extremely charm'd at the Honour his Miſtrefs 
did him; and had he been as bad again as he real- 
ly was, he would not have fail'd rendering her 
this little Piece of Service, wherein he thought 
his own Concern and Intereſt had exceeded hers. 
He thought, upon this Occation, as others did, 
that ſhe would not have made this ſtep, but in 
_ Conſideration of her Friendſhip for Donna El- 
vira; and he prais'd the Action, as exceeding ge- 
nerous; tho” in Truth, he did not expect any 
Remedy but from the Succeſs of his own Enter- 
prize. Orviedo, who had no Direction to open 
the Myſtery to him, let him alone in his Error, 
and went away to give Orders for the neceſſary 
Diſpoſition of Things, that all might be ready 
againſt five or ſix a Clock. | 
Dox Alonzo had no need to ſeek very far for 
the Friends he had a Mind to employ in this Ca- 
valcade, they were, for the moſt Part, lodg'd in 
his Houſe already; and he had no ſooner told 
them the Deſire of the Jovely Moor, but they all 
ſtrove who ſhould get ready ſooneſt to do them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves the Honour of attending her, vying with 
their noble Equipages and Furniture, as if at the 
Feaſt of a Tournament. Don Aloz2o aſſiſted 
many of them in it, Who were not rich enough 
to do it of themſelves; and it might well be 
faid, conſidering the little Time they had to pre- 
pare themſelves, that they could not have appear- 
ed more ſplendid and magnificent than they did. 
They were about two hundred Gentlemen on 
Horſeback, attended by a numerous Retinue on 
Foot. Don Lewis, who had Notice of Dara- 
xa's Deſign from ſome of the Judges who were 
his particular Friends, offer'd his Service to ac- 
14 company her: But ſhe return'd him Thanks, 
— 11 telling him ſhe would by no means give him the 
Ts Diſpleaſure of ſeeing her ſollicit for the Life of 
Il if a Man, whoſe Death he had fo induſtriouſly la- 
. bour'd for. Don Leuis was much mortified at 
ik | this Refuſal, and to find himſelf ſo often re- 
proach'd upon this Subject; but what touch'd 
him moſt nearly, and of which he had not had the 
leaft Intimation, was to ſee fo great a Number 
5 of Gentlemen at his Gate, who were come to 
5 attend upon Daraxa on this Occaſion, with 
8 Don Alonzo at their Head, inexpreſſibly magni- 
Lil ficent. Moſt certainly, had there been Time 
lll for it, and he could have had Power enough to 
8 break this Deſign, he would have left no Stone 
1 unturn'd to have render'd it uſeleſs; but there 
. was no Room now to form any Obſtacle: He 
15 ſaw himfelf ſurpriz'd and unable to ſtem it; and 
| it was ſo much the more bitter and inſupporta- 
| WE ble to him, becauſe Daraxa, in Exclution of 
li him, had made Choice of the very Man whom 
l he hated moſt, and who was mcſt averfe and 
| oppoſite to him. She went out, taking m 
\ | O- 
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Notice of all the Vexations that were ſo viſibl 

painted in his Face, tho” he did his utmoſt to 
conceal them. She was mightily ſurpriz'd at ſo 
great and gallant an Appearance of Men of Qua- 
lity; not imagining nor expecting that Don Alon- 
20 could amaſs together ſo many in ſo ſhort a 
| Time. He and all his Troop were alighted to 
Compliment her, and to aſſiſt her to mount her 
Horſe ; tho?, had he recollected, he would have 
known ſhe ſtood in no need of ſuch Help. She re- 
ceived him, and the reſt of the Company, with a 
charming Gracefulneſs, and made an Effort to 
expreſs ſome Air of Joy, as flowing trom the 
Pleaſure ſhe might be ſuppos'd to take in their 
kind and reſpeciful Appearance: But ſtill there 
was an Impreſſion of deep Grief, and a ſettled 
Sorrow Viſible in her Face, that was the Obſer- 
vation and Surprize of all the Company. She 


___ expreſs'd to Don Alonso the lively Senſe ſhe had 


of his great Civilities, acknowledging how high- 
ly ſhe was oblig'd by them, and aſſuring him 
they ſhould never be forgot. She perceiv'd him 
to be (til] fo pale and ſo weak, that ſhe very much 
pity'd him, and told him, That, tho? ſhe had a 
great deal of Joy in ſeeing him, yet ſhe could 
have wiſh'd moſt heartily, in Friendſhip to him, 
that he had ſpar'd himſelf ſo much Pains and 
Danger. Don Alonzo omitted nothing that a 
Man in Love, and full of lively Senſe and no- 
ble Thoughts, could moſt obligingly and even 
moſt pafſionately reply upon ſuch an Occaſion; 
telling her he was quite unable to expreſs how 
very ſenſible he was of the Honour ſhe had done 
him, in being willing to accept of himſelf and 
his Friends to wait on her in the Action ſhe was 
going upon; which was indeed worthy of the 
greateſt Heroine. Co- 


208 The Loves of 


COMPLIMENTS thus paſt, ſhe mounted her 
Horſe with her uſual Grace and Activity; and 
the Moors, being forty in Number, all well e- 
quip'd and excellently mounted, with Orviedo 
and the Officer at their Head, match'd foremoit, 
and began the Cavalcade. After them came Da- 
raxa, With Don Alonxo on one fide, and on the 
other Don Diego de Caſtro, who had alſo been 
one of her Lovers, and was Don Alonzo's inti- 
mate Friend. Next follow'd the reſt of the No- 
bility and Gentlemen, fix in a Rank. Tho? this 
Deſign was ſuddenly projected, and as haſtily 
brought on, yet the Rumour of it, having ſpread 
thro? the City, had gather'd the People in Crowds, 
as well to fee the beauteous Moor paſs along 
with ſo illuſtrious and numerous a Body, as like- 
wiſe to know what her Buſineſs ſhould be at the 
Palace: by which the Streets were ſo throng'd that 
there was ſcarce any paſſing, the People being 
untir'd in beholding, praiſing, and admiring her. 
She was dreſs'd after a Manner that perfect! 
became her, having that Day put on her Mvuor:/ 
Habit; but ſo rich and ſo magnificent as hardly 
could be equall'd. Her Father, not knowing 
ſhe us'd the Spaniſßh Dreſs, had ſent it her ſome 
little Time before; and ſhe thought the Impor- 
tance of this Occaſion requir'd her to appear in 
it now. But what moſt charm'd and ſurpriz'd, 
was her graceful ſitting, riding, and managing 
her Horſe, a Thing in that Country ſeldom 
known in a Woman. At laſt the Cavalcade 
artiv'd at the Square before the Palace, where 
they form'd themſelves into one great Squadron 
round about her, like a Guard, till the Judges 
ſhould ſend to receive her; Which was done by 
two of the Principal Uſhers, who came without 

x ak = the 
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the Palace Gate, and conducted her to the Door 'F 


of the firſt Hall, where ſhe was receiv'd by two 


of the Judges; who did her all the Honours that 


could have been done to a Princeſs, and, after 
this manner, ſhe was led to her Audience. All 
thoſe young Nobles, Gentlemen, and Officers, 
who had alighted from their Horſes, as ſhe diſ- 
mounted from hers, follow'd her, and entered 
alſo into the Hall, to the great Aſtoniſhment of 
the Judges, who underſtood not the meaning of 

it, and many of them grew very uneaſy at it. 


There was plac'd for her a great Elbow-Chair 


with a Cuſhion, and a Carpet of Tapeſtry ſpread 
for a Foot- Cloth. But the whole Aſſembly was 
charm'd with the free and majeſtic Air with 


which ſhe entered the Hall, and ſeated herſelf in 


her Chair. Being ſeated, after ſome Moments 
of Silence, ſhe ſtood up; and beholding the 


Judges with great Earneſtnefs, and a fix'd At- 
tention, with a clear, diſtin Voice, naturally 


harmonious, and loud enough to be heard, ſhe 
thus harangued them ; 58 > 

I is ſo little cultomary, my Lords, to ſee 
%a Perſon of my Sex appear before ſuch an 
« Aſſembly as yours, that you will not doubt 
“ but it muſt be ſome important Canſe that 
„brings me hither. I know the Rules prefcrib- 
ed us by Decency and Modeſty, neither ſhould 
I preſume to deviate from them, if Time and 


Place had permitted me to make Uſe of more 


proper Means; but there are Occafions and 
« Seaſons, wherein the beſt and juſteſt Rule is 
that of obſerving none at all. I am come hi- 
„ ther, my Lords, to implore your Juſtice a- 
« gain(t Juſticeit ſelf, and put your Equity upon 
« correcting a Sentence of Death paſs'd upon a 


„Man, 
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wes Man, who has committed no other Crime 
but that of defending his Life againſt a Parcel 


of Villains, who attempted to raviſh it from 
him. I ſpeak not this, my Lords, from the 
Reports of others; I acquaint you with what 
my own Eyes ſaw, and what was alſo equal- 
ly ſeen by the Eyes of the Daughter of Don 
Lewis, his mortal Enemy. Tris cannot be 
called puniſhing Crimes, but authorizing them, 
and making the Innocent ſuffer what is only 
due to the Guilty, The Lives of all honeſt 


Men are ſtruck at by this Sentence, and, as it 


were, 52 J0 up for a Prey to Murderers; nor 
is there a Judge who pronounc'd it, but would 
find himſelf equally inclined to commit the 
ſame Fact: ſince it is certain there is not one 
among them, who ſeeing himſelf attack'd and 
in Danger to loſe his Life, but would uſe his 
utmoſt Endeavours to prevent his Enemy, and 
even to kill him, if he could not otherwiſe 
preſerve himſelf. But there is no need of Ar- 
guments for the Proof of a Ching ſo wholly 


© natural, and of which you are already much 


better convinc'd than I can make you. The 


Queſtion is concerning the Matter of Fact, 


whether it be as I have ſtated it. It is ſo eaſy 
to prove it, that I much doubt whether any 
Shadow of an Evidence can be brought in 
Contradiction to it. We were not alone, my 
Lords, Donna Elvira and I; we had with'us 
two of our Women, who may likewiſe be 
examined, and are ready to declare the Truth, 
as well as we. What wrong, my Lords, could 
be done by two Gentlemen, to two raſcally 
Peaſants, in being with us; that they ſhould 
come into Don Lewis's Grove, in ſight o 
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not to be known among your Troops. This 
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his very Houſe, and attempt to brain them 
with Clubs? Well, but they ſay now, *twas 
a Miſtake of the Bailiff's Son. Does that 
Miſtake. make this Atliflination leſs violent, 
and leſs cruel and outragious to People of 
Quality? But then the ſecond Attack, in which 
that wicked Son of the Bailiff was at the Head, 
cannot poſſibly paſs for a Miſtake, but a pal- 
pable, undeniable Aflault, ſince they came 


ſuperiour in Number, and fell with drawn 
Swords, upon two Men who had only Sticks 


to defend themſelves. Wherethen, my Lords, 


is the Crime of the Perſons attack'd, unleſs 


it be in not ſuffering themſelves to be kil- 


led by theſe Villains, and the Rabble of 
the Town, who came in to their Aſſi- 


ſtance, and took up Arms againſt two 
Gentlemen, that had not done them the leaſt 
Wrong in the World, or ſo much as ſpoke 
one Word to-them? I will, my Lords, ſpare 
you the Trouble of enlarging my Diſcourſe, 


- 


which, how juſt ſoever, and tho? it contain 


nothing but what is true, clear, and evident, 


yet cannot, from the Nature of it, but be tedi- 
ous and troubleſome to you. I will alſo 


whoſe Paſſions have made a little too much 
Noiſe upon this Occaſion; but I ought not to 
leave you in the Dark as to what obliges me 
to intereſt my ſelf. ſo much in his Preſervati- 
on. He is a near Kinſman to King Mahomer, 
and deſcended from the ancient royal Line of 
Granada; *tis the brave O/min, my Lords, and 
no Don Fayme. Oſmin ; a Name diſtinguiſh- 
ed by too many illuſtrious Actions of Glory, 


ee js. 
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Lis the unknown Perſon that ſurpriz'd you 
with two ſuch extraordinary Inſtances of his 
„Courage and Dexterity on the Day of the Bull- 
* Feaſt, and ſaved the Life of the noble Don 
„ Alonzo, But to ſay yet ſomething more, at 
© leaſt with Regard to me, He is my Husband ; 
* if I may be permitted to give that Name to a 
„Man, to whom I am engaged by Promiſe and 
in Honour, and that by the mutual Deſires 
and Approbation of our Parents. It is now, 
my Lords, on your Parts to conſider what 
you have to do, with regard to a Perſon of 
his Worth and Dignity, whoſe Life is not of 
ſo little Moment as to be cheaply thrown a- 
way, to be raſhly condemn'd, and to be put 
* to Death in the ſameſlight manner as might be 
« done to a Man of no ſort of Conſequence. 
SHE had no ſooner made an End of ſpeaking, 
but a Noiſe began to ariſe in the Hall that very- 
much alarmed and frighted the Judges; every 
body crying out that the Priſoner ought to be 
diſcharged, and that his Uſage had been highly 
unjuſt. The Judges anſwered the beautiful 
Moor in few Words, That ir was very poſſi- 
_ © ble they might have been miſinform'd in this 
« Affair, and that it was no Fault of theirs that 
„ they were kept ignorant of the Rank and Qua- 


& 


_ © lity of this Gentleman; that they would re- 


© view the whole Matter, and give her their 
« Anfwer that very Day. But the Company 
that ſtood round about, cried out again, that the 
Priſoner was Innocent, and ought to be ſet at 
Liberty; and they talk'd of breaking open the 
Priſon Doors and taking him thence by Force. 
Which the Judges endeavouring to pacify, in a 
mild manner faid, That after tens > the 
; atter 
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Matter depended no more upon them; That to 
make uſe of Force and Violence to free the Pri- 
ſoner, would be an Affront to the Majeſty of 
their Princes, and a Contempt of Authority and 
Order, which they, by the Power entruſted with” 
them, were oblig'd to maintain; That, all they 
could do on their Parts was to ſuſpend Execu- 
tion, till their Majeſties werepleas'd to give their 
Orders in it. Daraxa then ask'd for Leave to 
viſit the Priſoner; and it was granted her, pro- 
vided that no more than four Perſons enter'd the 
Priſon with her, and that ſhe would engage that 
no Diſorder ſhould happen there, nor any Vio- 
lence be us'd : All which ſhe promis'd. And 
thus the Importunity of the People was, for the 
preſent, quieted; and they, who but three Days 
before demanded the Death of this Man, were 
| ready to make public Demonſtrations of Joy, be- 
Caeauſe there was a fair Proſpect of his Life being 
ſav'd. The Cavalcade march'd in the ſame Or- 
der to the Priſon. Daraxa nam'd Don Alonzo, 
Don Diego de Caſtro, Orviedo, and the Moorsfp 
Officer, to go in with her. As this great Num- 
ber of Cavaliers, and the Throng of People that 
attended them, made a mighty Noiſe and Buſtle 
in the Streets, Oſmin heard it, and was ſurpriz'd 
at it, not being able to gueſs what ſhould be the 
Matter. But he was much more agreeably ſur- 
priz'd when he ſaw his lovely Daraxa entering 
the Place where he was, with Don Alo2zo. But 
however this Surprize, as great as it was, quick- 
ly gave Place to the Tranſports of Joy that ſeiz'd 
him, when he knew what had preceded their 
coming to him, and what had been juſt done for 
him by his dear adorable Miſtreſs. She was ſo 
pleas'd and eaſy in her Mind, and her Heart was 


in 
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in ſuch a Rapture at the Sight of him, that ſhe 
could not expreſs her Sentiments, but by her 
Eyes; and ſhe was a conſiderable Time before 
ſhe could find Power to ſpeak to him. Don 4 
lonzo embrac'd Oſmin with great Tranſports of 
Tenderneſs; but, in the midſt of them, he inter- 
mingled kind Reproaches for his want of an en- 
tire Confidence in him, threatning him to re- 
venge it by continuing to be in Love with the 
charming Daraxe for the whole Remainder of 
his Life. This drew obliging Careſſes on him 
from both of them; and Daraxea aſſur'd him, that 
next after Oſnin, he ſhould always be intitled to 
the chiefeſt Place in her Eſteem ; while Cſmin 
declar'd, that as long as he breath'd he could 
not help loving, honouring and embracing with 
his whole Heart a Gentleman to whoſe Exceſs 
of Nobleneſs he had ſo many and ſo great Ob- 
ligations. Don Alonzo made ſuitable Returns to 


— 


both, aſſuring them of his immutable Friendſhip, 


and his utmoſt Services upon all Occaſions. He 
preſented Don Diego de Caſtro to Oſmin, as a 
Gentleman of a diſtinguiſh'd Birth and Merit, 
and his particular Friend. But at laſt, paſſing 
from theſe mutual, tender and cordial Endear- 


ments, to the Conſideration of their preſent Caſe, 


and what moſt immediately preſs'd, which was 
to ſee what was to be done to terminate this 
weighty Affair with the utmoſt Speed and Cer- 
tainty; it was reſolv'd to diſpatch away Orviedo 
that very Night for Grazada, to the Relations 
and Friends of both Daraxa and Oſmiz, to put 
them upon interceding importunately with their 


Catholic Majeſties to obtain Oſinin's Pardon and 


Releaſe. For Daraxa, as accompliſh'd in her 
Conſtancy and Fidelity, as her unparallel'd Beau- 
| h | T ty, 
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ty, how earneſtly ſoever the Queen and her Fa- 
ther both had requir'd her, in their Letters, to 
haſten her Journey to Granada, was reſolv'd not 
to think of it without the Company of her be- 
loved Oſmin. Orviedo therefore ſet out with as 
much Expedition as was poſſible; and perform- 
ed the Journey with ſo quick a Diſpatch, that he 
came back the third Day with O/min's Pardon, 
and an Order to the Magiſtrates of the City to 
do him all the Honours which his high Birth and 
Merit requir'd. Daraxa her ſelf went to fetch 
bim out of Priſon with an Equipage, Train, and 
Attendants far more numerous and magnificent 
than before; as having had more time for ſucha 
Preparation. Even Don Rodrigo himſelf would 
needs make One, diſtinguiſhing himſelf by his 


Magnificence and his earneſt Compliments and 
Congratulations to Daraxafor the good Succeſs 


of this Affair. He had indeed, notwithſtanding 


his Father's Rage, and his own Concern upon his 


Siſter's Account, behav'd himſelf all along with 
a great deal of Diſcretion and Moderation, and 


.expreſs'd himſelf upon ſeveral Occafions as one 
that diſapprov'd the Conduct of his Father, and 


would have oppos'd him openly, had he dar'd to 
do it. And, when he ſaw O/ni;z, he acquitted 
himſelf towards him in a very handfom, frank, 
and obliging Manner, without entering upon 
what concern'd his Father, either to excuſe or 


condemn him. As for the fierce Don Lewis's 


Reſentment, it abated but little, for all the Diſ- 


coveries made concerning Oſmia's Birth and 


Condition, and the Engagements between him 
and Daraxa, and that he had never made an 

Courtſhip to his Daughter. He was till of O- 
pinion that the Honour of his Family muſt have 


ſuffer'd 
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ſuffer'd by the Noiſe and Talk that had been 
made; and that Oſmin, tho? otherwiſe not much 
to blame, yet was N enough as to him, in 
being the Object of his Daughter's Extravagan- 
cies; but what he could never Pardon. him, and 
was a more ſenſible Wound to him than all the 
reſt, was, that heſhould have been taken for a 
Tool by him; he, who thought himſelf the leaſt 
capable of being impos'd upon in thoſe ſort of 
Intrigues of any Man living; and he was mor- 
tally afraid of being rallied at Court upon this 
Account, and turn'd into Ridicule. So that he 
was ſo far from going to pay his ReſpeQs to 
Oſmin upon this Occaſion, as did all the reſt of 
the People of Diſtinction in and about Sew), that 
heeven excus'd himſelf from attending Daraxa 
to Granada, under Pretence of a feign'd Indiſ- 
poſition; and therefore appear'd no more in Se- 
vil till after her Departure. Poor Donna Elvi- 
ra was very unfortunate indeed, for ſhe had all 
the ill Humours of her Father to contend with, 
who laid the whole Blame upon her, beſides the 
raging Torments of Jealouſy, and the mortal 
Regret of her Infatuation and Blindneſs, to have 
been made a Tool and a Property of, by two 
Perſons ſo very dear to her; tho', in Truth, ſne 
had more Caule to complain of her ſelf than of 
them. She did not long ſurvive thoſe Trou- 
bles; but to the laſt Moment of her Life ſhe 
could never forget, nor ceaſe to love, her dear 
Don Fayme, as ſhe intimated to him by a Ring 
ſhe ſent hira to Granada ſome few Days before 
ſhe died. All the Reſentments of Don Leuis, 
and the Sufferings of his unhappy Daughter, did 
not hinder the making of extraordinary Rejoy- 
cings at Sevi for the Liberty of Oſmain; and 
ns | £ eſpecially 
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eſpecially at Don Alonxo's, where he continued to 
lodge, and where he would needs ſtay one Day 
longer, as well to comply with the Wiſhes of 
his Friend, as to have ſo much Time to return 

his Thanks to all thoſe honeſt Gentlemen, who 
had honoured him in the late Cavalcade, and to 
every one of whom he did not fail to make ſome 
Preſent before he went away. Many of the 
Gentlemen reſolved to accompany him to Gra- 
nada, to celebrate his Nuptials; among whom, 
the chief were Don Alonzo, and Don Diego de 
Caſtro. This Solemnity was held with ſuch 
Splendor and Magnificence, that ſcarce any 
thing of that Kind was ever ſeen more Noble. 
Their Catholic Majeſties honour'd them with | 
their Preſence almoſt the whole Time. There ] 
were Variety of Tilts, Tournaments, and Bull- g 
Feaſts, in which the Moors, as well as Chriftians, 
both of the one and the other Court, gave ſuffi- 
cient Proofs of their Valour and Addreſs. . 
Soon after, they received Baptiſm, with their 
Parents, Relations, and Families; and are ſince 
become one of the moſt populous, flouriſhing, 
and illuſtrious Houſes in the whole Spano 
Monarchy. . | . | ö 
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MON G the Spoils the Exgliſh 
made themſelves Maſters of at C adi, 
Clotaldo an Exgliſb Gentleman, who 
commanded a Squadron of Ships, 
> Carry'd with him to London a Girl 
| about ſeven Years old, contrary to 
the Will and Knowledge of the Earl of Leice- 
ſter his General, who caus'd a very ſtrict Search 
to be made after the Girl, in order to reſtore her 
to her Parents, upon their complaining to him, 
and begging that ſince he was pleas'd to content 
himſelf with their Fortunes, and leave their Per- 
ſons free, they might not be ſo miſerable in the 
midſt of their Poverty, 1 to be depriv'd of their 


3 Daughter, 
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Daughter, who was the Light of their Eyes, and 
the moſt beautiful Creature of the whole City. 
The Ear] commanded Proctamation to be made 
thro' all the Fleet, that whoever had the Child 
Mou'd releaſe her under Pain of Death. But no 
Penalties nor Terrors were ſufficient to oblige 
Clotaldo to reſign her; he kept her cloſely con- 
ceal'd in his own Ship, being extremely impaſ- 
fion'd, tho? with perfect Humanity and Honour, 
of the incomparable Beauty of Jabel which 
was the Name of the Girl. In a Word, her 
Parents were left without her, ſorrowful and 
diſconſolate, and Cioraldo return'd full of Joy 
to London, and preſented this lovely Creature to 
his Wife, as a Prize of ineſtimable Value. 
Ir happen'd that Cloraldo's Family were all Ca- 
tholics in ſecret, tho” .in Public they appear'd to 
follow the Religion of the State. Clozaldo had a 
Son call'd Ricaredo, about twelve Years old, and 
_ educated by his Parents according to their own. 
Opinion very devoutly. Catalina, Clotaldo's 
Wite, a virtuous and prudent Lady, conceiv'd 
ſuch an Affection for Iſabella, that ſhe train*d- 
her up as tenderly, as if ſhe had been her own 
Davghter; and as ſhe was naturally ingeni- 
ous, ſhe learn'd every Thing they.taught her ve- 
ry readily. Kindneſs and Length of Fime made 
her forget the Indulgence of her true Parents, 
yet not ſo much, but that ſhe ſometimes thought 
on them, and figh'd; and tho' ſhe had learn'd 
the Engliſ Language, ſhe did not loſe her own, 
for Clotaldo took Care to have ſome Spaniards 
reſort to his -Houſe privately to talk. with her, 
by which Means fhe at once retain'd her native 
Tongue, and arriv'd to ſpeak Engliſh as well as 
. ne had been born at Landon. : bp 
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AFTER they had made her a complete Mi- 
ſtreſs of all ſorts of Work which became a young 
Lady ofa good Family, ſhe was taught to 2 
and write very handſomely; ſhe play'd like- 
wiſe on every muſical Inſtrument proper for a. 
Woman in Perfection, accompanying them alſo 
with her Voice, which wasſ © {ſweet that ſhe in- 
chanted all who heard her. All theſe acquir'd. 
Graces, added to thoſe which were natural in her, 
by gentle Degrees inflam'd Rrcaredo's Breaſt, to 
whom ſhe carry'd it very reſpectfully, as to her 
Maſter's Son; and at firſt his Love proceeded no 
farther than to take Pleaſure in viewing the 
matchleſs Beauty of Iſabella, and to reflect on 
her ſurpriſing Accompliſhments and Virtues, 
with the Affection of a Brother to a Siſter; for 
his Paſſion was perfectly teſtrain'd within the 
Bounds of Decency and Honour. But as /ſa- 
bella's Age advanc'd (for when &:careds was firſt 
inamour'd of her, the was only twelve Years 
old) his former Complacency and Kindneſs 
chang'd into the moſt ardent Deſire to poſleſs 
her; which he propos'd to do by no other Me- 
thod than by making her his Wife; for neither 
wou'd her invincible Modeſty permit him to ex- 
pect it in any other way, nor wou'd he have 
deſir'd it, if he might; his own honourable Birth 
and his Efteem for her, not ſuffering the leaſt e- 
vil Thought to ariſe in his Heart. 
Hk reſolv'd a thouſand times to open his 

Mind to his- Parents, and a thouſand times he 
alter'd his Reſolution, becauſe he knew they 
deſign'd for him a rich Scotiſh Lady of the firſt 
Quality, who. was alſo a ſecret Catholic; and 
he concluded they. wou'd never agree to beſtow 
him, whom they had contracted to a Lady, upon 
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a Slave (if Iſabella may be call'd ſuch;) being 
therefore extremely perplex'd and penſive, and at 
a Loſs what Means to employ. to accompliſh 
his Deſign, his Anxiety almoſt: put an End to 
his Life. But as it was cowardly to dye, with- 
out attempting to find ſome Remedy for his 
Sorrow, he encourag'd himſelf to declare his. 
Intention to Iſabella. | 
THE whole Family were wonderfully affliQ- 
ed at Ricaredo's Illneſs, for they all lov'd him, 
eſpecially his Parents, with the utmoſt Affection, 
both. becauſe he was an only Child, and his un- 
common Virtues and Bravery deſerv'd it. The 
Phyticians cou'd not diſcover his Diſtemper, and 
he neither dar'd nor car'd to reveal it to them. But 
at laſt, being determin'd to break thro? all Diffi- 
culties, when [ſabel/a came to wait on him one 
Day in his Chamber, Lovely Iſabella, ſaid he, 
with a faltring Voice and trembling Tongue, 
your ſurpriſing Merit and Goodneſs have thrown 
me into the Condition in which you ſee me; and 
unleſs you are willing I ſhou'd expire by the 
greateſt Torture imaginable,yield to my Wiſhes, 
which are to have you contract your ſelf to me, 
unknown to my Parents, whom] dare not truſt ;\ 
| becauſe as they are ignorant of what I fully 
know, your invaluable Worth, they will deny 
me that Bleſſing which is of ſuch inexpreſlible 
Conſequence to my Life. If you give me your 
Promiſe to be mine, I here plight mine to you, 
as a true Catholic, to be yours. And tho' I 
ſhou'd never poſſeſs you, as without the Church's 
Bleffing and my Parents I never will, yet to 
think that you are mine, will be ſufficient to re- 
ſtore my Health, and preſerve me chearful and 
con- 
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contented, till that happy Moment I ſo much 
deſire, arrives. nn th 

ALL the while Ricaredo was ſpeaking, Iſabel- 
la ſtood liſtaing with downcaſt Eyes, by which 
ſhe ſhew'd that her Virtue was equal to her Beau- 
ty, and her Modeſty to her extraordinary Diſ- 
cretion. When he had finiſh'd, the Innocent 
lovely Creature anſwer'd him in this Manner; 

Since it has pleas'd Heaven in its Severity or 
Kindneſs (for I know not to which of thoſe Ex- 
tremes to impute it) to ſnatch me from my own 
Parents, and put me into the Hands of yours, 
in Gratitude for the wonderful Favours they 

have ſhewn me, I reſolv'd my Will ſhou'd be 

entirely reſign'd to theirs : accordingly, without 
their Approbation, I ſhou'd not eſteem the ineſti- 
mable Offer you generouſly make me, a Happineſs, 
but a Misfortune; but if I fhou'd be ſo proſpe- 
rous as to receive you with their Conſent, from 
this Time I offer you a Heart which they will 
then have made my own; and till this is either 
delay'd or flatly refus'd, let your Defires reſt ſa- 
tisfy'd with knowing that mine ſhall devoutly 
be employ'd in begging of Heaven for you all the 

_ Good it is able to beſtow. 

HERE {jJabella put an End to her modeſt and 
ſenſible Reply, and here the Health of Rrcaredo 
began to return, and the Hopes of his Parents, 

Which were expiring while he lay ill, began to 
revive. They parted in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, he with Tears in his Eyes, and ſhe with 
Wonder in her Soul to ſee K:caredo's Heart ſo 

devoted to her Love. Being rais'd from his 
fick Bed, as his Parents thought, by a Miracle, 


de reſolv'd to conceal his Mind from them no 


longer, but declar'd it one Day to his Mother, 
Ls aſſur- 


2 
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aſſuring her at the cloſe of his Diſcourſe, which 


had been very long, that unleſs he obtain'd I/ 


bella, it was impoſſible for him to live; for to 
deny her to him, and to kill him, wou'd be the 
ſame thing. He extoll'd the Virtues of Iſabella 
to. the Skies, with ſuch Earneſtneſs and Zeal, 
that his Mother believ'd ſhe had practis'd no 
Artifices to enſnare her Son to marry her. She 
gave him Hopes that ſhe ſhou'd be able to diſ- 
poſe his Father to approve of the Thing as well 
as ſhe did her ſelf; and it happened, that repeat- 
ing to her Husband what K:caredo had ſaid, ſhe 
eaſily perſuaded him to conſent to what his Son 
fo eagerly. defir'd, and he. invented ſome Ex- 


euſe to put off: the Match which was as it were 


agreed on with the young. Lady of Scotland. 
 I1SABELL A was now fourteen Years old, 
and Ricaredo twenty, and in this early Youth ap- 
pear'd in a Manner antient by their conſummate 
Prudence and Wit. Within four Days Ricare- 
do's Parents deſign'd their Son ſnou'd enter into 
the State of Matrimony, eſteeming themſelves 
doth wiſe and happy in having choſen their fair 
Priſoner for their Daughter-in-Law, and prizing 
the Dowry of-her Virtues above the ample 
Fortune which was. offer'd with the other 
Lady. | .” 1 85 
Tre Wedding-Clothes were made, and the 
Relations and Friends invited, and nothing was 
wanting but to acquaint the Exgliſg Queen with 


the Contract, becauſe no Perſons of noble Blood 


were permitted to marry without her Conſent; 
and as they never doubted of obtaining it, they 
had delay'd to ask it till now. Things, I ſay, 
were in this Situation, when one Evening all- 
Meir Joy was daſh'd by a Meſlenger from the 
5 3 | Queen, 
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Queen, who brought an Order for Clotaldo to 
attend at Court the next Morning with the Spa- 
:þ Captive he had taken at Cadix, and preſent 
her to her Majeſty. C/otaldo anſwer'd, he wou'd 
perform the Queen's Command very chearfully, 
and the Meffenger withdrew, leaving the whole 
Company in the utmoſt Concern, Amazement 
and Fear. 3 N | 
ALAS; ſaid the Lady Catalina, if the Queen 
ſhou'd underſtand that I have bred up this Girl 
in the Catholic Religion, and ſhou'd conclude 
from thence that our Family are all Catholics, 
what ſhall we do? And if her Majeſty ſhou'd 
examine her as to what ſhe has learn'd in the 
eight Years that ſhe has been our Priſoner, what 
Anſwer can the poor Creature make, which, in 
ſpite of all her Diſcretion, will not condemn us? 
Madam, ſaid 1/abel/a who heard this, give your 
{elf no Uneaſineſs about it; for Heaven, I 
truſt, will graciouſly ſupply me with Words at 
that Inſtant, which ſhall not only not condemn 
you, but turn to your Advantage. Nicaredo 
trembled, as if he preſag'd ſome ill Succeſs, and 
Clotaldo endeavout'd to encourage him, biding 
him rely on the Goodneſs of Heaven, and [/a- 
bella's Prudence, to whom he recommended it ve- 
ry earneſtly by all poffible Ways to avoid diſco- 
vering they were Catholics. Iſabella aſſut'd 
them ſeveral Times, they were ſafe, ſince what 
they ſuſpeQted and fear'd, ſhou'd never befal 
them on her Account; for tho' at preſent the did 
not know what Anſwer to return to the Yugſti- 
ons which wou'd be ask'd her in a Caſe of this 
Nature, yet ſhe was perſuaded ſhe ſhou'd anſwet 
in ſuch a Manner, that, as ſhe had told them on“ 
defote, it ſnou'd do them Service. % 
| | N 
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. Trey talk'd of a great many things that 
Night; particularly, that if the Queen had 


known they were Catholics, ſhe wou'd not 


have ſent them ſo gentle a Meſſage, and from 


thence they were willing to infer ſhe only defir'd 


to ſee Iſabella, whoſe admirable Beauty and 
Wit had reach'd the Ears of the Queen, as 
well as thoſe of all the City. But they perceiv'd 
they had plainly committed a Fault in not hav- 


| ing preſented Her to her Majeſty; however they 


cou'd handſomly excuſe themſelves by ſaying, 
that ever ſince ſhe came into their Hands, they 
had defign'd her for a Wife for their Son Rica- 


redo ; yet even then they ſaw they were to be 


blam'd, for having fix'd the Marriage without 
the Queen's Conſent, tho? this was a Miſde- 
meanor which did not ſeem to deſerve any ſevere 
Puniſhment. * | 
Taxing Heart of Grace therefore, they 
reſolv'd Iſabella ſhou'd be dreſs'd not as a Cap- 
tive, but a Spouſe, as being contracted to a 
Gentleman of ſo conliderable a Family as 
their own Son. Accordingly the next Day 
they dreſs'd her in a Spar; Habit, with a 
Gown of Green Satin flaſh'd, and lin'd with 
very rich Cloth of Gold, and embroider'd with 


coſtly Pearls; ſhe had a Necklace and Girdle of 


Diamonds, and a Fan, after the Fafhion of the 


chief Ladies in Spain; and her Hair, which 


was full and long, and of an auborn Colour, 
was interwoven With Pearls and Diamonds, 
and ſerv'd her for a Coif. 


Thus ſumptuonſly adorn'd, and with a 


lovely Air and enchanting Shape, did Iſabella 


appear in the Streets of London, in a ſplendid 
Coach, captivating the Hearts and Eyes of all 
5 who 
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who beheld her; Clotaldo, and his Wife, and 
Ricaredo were with her in the Coach, and a 
large Train of Noble Relations accompanied 


them on Horſeback ; for Cl/ozal/do choſe to do 


his Priſoner all this Honour, to induce th 
Queen to treat her as Rrcaredo's Wife. 5 
BEIN Gd arriv'd at Court, and introduc'd into 
a ſpacious Hall where her Majeſty was, Iſabella 
_ enter'd, making the moſt radiant Appearance 
that Imagination it ſelf cou'd form. The Hall 
was ſpacious and grand, and having advanc'd 
two Steps, thoſe who accompany'd her ſtood 
Rill, and Iſabella mov'd forward by her ſelf, and 
ſeem'd like an Evening Star, or a bright Meteor 
ſparkling in a ſerene Summer-Night, or rather 
like a Sun-Beam, which at the riſing of the Day 
darts between two Hills with reviving Luſtre. 
Such did ſhe ſeem to be, or even 'a Comet 
which foreſnew'd the ſcorching of the Hearts 
of Multitudes who were preſent, whom Love 
with the ſmart Rays of her Beauty kindled into 
a Flame. Iſabella, with the utmoſt Humility 
and Sweetneſs, ran to throw her ſelf on her 
Knees before the Queen: Madam, ſaid ſhe in the 
Exgliſþ Tongue, Permit your Majeſty's Hand 
to be kiſs'd by your dutiful Servant, who from 
this time ſhall eſteem her ſelf a Lady, ſince ſhe 
has been ſo happy as to have the Honour to ſee 
your Majeſty. The Queen ſtood gazing on her 
a good while without ſpeaking a Word, and 
thought, as ſhe afterwards told a Lady of her 
Bed-Chamber, ſhe had a glittering Heaven be- 
fore her Eyes, of which the Pearls and Dia- 
monds Iſabella wore were the Stars, and her 
Face and Eyes the Sun and Moon, and that 
ſhe was all a new Miracle of Beauty; and the 


Ladies 
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Ladies about the Queen wiſh'd to be all Eye, 
that nothing of this ſurprizing Object might. 

_ eſcape their View. One commended the Live- 
lineſs of her Eyes, another her Complexion; . 
this the Juſtneſs of her Shape and Stature, and 
that the Sweetneſs of her Speech; and ſome, out 
of pure Envy, ſaid her Perſon was well enough, 

but they did not like her Dreſs. = 
A TER ſome Pauſe, the Queen cauſing La- 
bella to rife, Talk to me, Child, ſaid, ſhe, in 
Spaniſh, for I anderſtand it very well, and love 
to hear it; and turning to Clozaldo, Clotaldo, 
added ſhe, you have wrong'd me exceedingly, 
in keeping this Treaſure conceal'd from me 10 
many Years; you did it out of Covetouſneſs; 

| but you mult reſtore it to me, for by Right it is 

1 mine. Madam, anſwer'd Clotalddo, what your 
iſ Majeſty fays, is true; I conteſs my Fault, if it 
i is one, to have taken care of this Treaſure, til! 
[1 it was in the Perfection in which it was proper 
fl to appear before your Majeſty, and then I 

9 thought to improve it by asking Leave of your 

0 Majeſly that abella might be my Son Aicare du's 

Wie, and fo at once to wake your Majeſty in 

will this happy Pair the compleateſt Preſent it was in 

0 my Power to offer. I like her Name, reply'd the 

"Fi Queen, and ſhe only wants to be ſtyl'd ISABELLA 

Mi OF SPAIN, to give her all the Honour, and Per- 


[ fection I wiſh her. But Lobſerve,Clotal/do,that you 
4 preſum'd to promiſe her to your Son without 
my Conſent. It is very true, Madam, ſaid 


Clotaldo, but it was in Confidence that the 
many diſtinguiſh'd Services which I and my 
Anceſtors bave done to the Crown, wou'd ob» 
tain more difficult Favours of your Majeſty, _ 
than this ; eſpecially-fince my Son is not oor” 
| | 15” | 
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ry'd to her yet. Nor ſhall he be, ſaid the 
* till he ſhall deſerve her himſelf. I mean, 


that neither the Services of you nor your An- 


ceſtors ſhall avail him any Thing, but he muſt 


* 


prepare to ſerve me in his own Perſon, and 


thereby merit fo valuable a Reward, for Tlook-. 


upon Iſabella as my Daughter. 


TSABELLA had ſcarcely heard- the laſt 


Word, when falling on her Knees before the 


Queen, Madam, ſaid ſhe in the Caſtillian Tongue, 
Misfortunes which are attended with ſuch A- 
batements, are to be accounted rather Bleſſings 


than Sufferings. Your Majeſty has been pleas'd 
to give me the Title of Daughter, and under 

this Security what Evil can I fear, and what 
Good may I not expect? She ſpoke all this ſo - 
gracefully and with fo ſweet an Air, that the 


Queen was charm'd with her, and order'd her 


to be enter'd 2 her Train, recommending 
y of the Bed-Chamber to 


her to the firſt La 
inſtruEt her in the Faſhions of the Court, 


of Life in being depriv'd of Iſabella, was juſt 


on the Point of abſolute Diſtraction, and 


_ throwing: himſelf at the Queen's Feet, Your 


Majeſty, ſaid he trembling and in the higheſt - 


Confuſion, ..need not encourage me to ſerve 


you, by any other Rewards than what my Pa- 


rents and Anceſtors have receiv'd for the Ser- 


vices they pet form'd to the Crown. But ſince 
you require me to ſerve you from freth Mo- 


tives and Views, I beg to know in what Man- 


ner and by what Imployment I may demonſtrate 


my complying with the Obligation your Mas. 


zelty is pleas'd to lay upon me. 


THERE 
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THERE are two Ships, ſaid the Queen, 
ready to ſail, the Command of which 1 have 
iven to the Baron Lanſac, and I make you 
Captain of one of them; for the Blood you 
carry in your Veins, I am confident will ſup- 
ply your want of Years. Obſerve the Grace 
do you in thus giving you an Opportunity, by 
ferving your Sovereign, and anſwering your 
Birth and Character, to ſhew the Merit of your 
Wit and Perſon, and obtain a Reward, which, 
I believe, is beyond what you your ſelf are a- 
ble to wiſh. I will be Jabella's Guardian my 
_ ſelf, tho? ſhe makes it evident that her Virtue 
will be her ſureſt Guard. Heaven bleſs you ; 
for ſince you go away, as I imagine, in Love, 
I. promiſe my ſelf great Things from your At- 
chievements ; happy is that Prince, who has 
twelve thouſand Soldiers in his Army in Love, 
and expecting as the Reward of their Conqueſt 
the Poſſeſſion of the Fair they admire. Riſe, 
Ricaredo, and if you have any Thing to ſay to 
Iſabella, ſay it, for you muſt depart to-mor- 


row. 5 | 
RICAREDO having kiſs'd the Queen's 
Hand for the extraordinary Favour ſne did him, 
went and threw himſelf on his Knees before 
 Tſabella, and wou'd fain have ſpoke, but was 
not able, for he was taken with ſuch a choak- 
ing in his Throat as ty'd his Tongue, while 
the Tears gather'd in his Eyes, which he en- 
deavour'd all he cou'd to conceal, but the 
Queen perceiv'd it; Do not be afraid to weep, 
Kicaredo, ſaid ſhe, nor think the worſe of your 
ſelf for giving theſe Proofs of Softneſs at- ſo 
nice a JunQure. For it is one Thing to fight 
an Enemy, and another to part from a Miſtreſs. 
Embrace 
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Embrace Ricaredo, Iſabella, and give him your. 
Blefling, for his Affection for you very well de- 
lerves it. 1/abella,. who was ſurpris'd to ſee Ri- 
caredo's Lenderneſs and Grief, and lov'd him as 
her Husband, did not underſtand what the 
perk order'd her to do; and beginning to ſhed 

ears without thinking what ſhe did, ſtood 
fo fix'd and motionleſs, that ſhe ſeem'd a weep- 
ing Statue of Alabaſter. Theſe moving Paſſions 
of the two affectionate Lovers threw many of 
the Standers-by into Tears; and Kicaredo not 
having ſpoken one Word, nor Iſabella utter'd 
one Syllable, Clotaldo and his Company made 
their Reverence to the Queen, and withdrew, 
weeping, and full of Uneafineſs and Sorrow. 
Iſabella ſtay'd behind like an Orphan, who had 
juſt bury'd her Parents, and in great Fear leſt 
the Lady to whoſe Care ſhe was' committed, 
ſhou'd oblige her to change the Manners in 
Which ſhe had been educated. | 

SE ſtay'd with the Queen; and in two Days 
Ricaredo ſet Sail, perplex'd, among many others, 
with two Reflections, which almoſt put him 
beſide himſelf; one was, that he was to perform 
ſome Action which ſhould render him deſerving 


of 1/abella ; the other was, that he cou'd engage 


in no Enterprize, if. he was true to his Catho- 
lic Faith, which forbad him to draw his Sword 
againſt thoſe of the ſame Church. In which 

aſe, he ſhou'd paſs either for a. Catholic or a 
Coward, either of which wou'd endanger his 
Life, and ruin his Pretenſions with the Queen. 
At laft he reſolv'd to make his Love give 
Place to his Religion, imploring Heaven in his 
Heart to ſupply him with an Opportunity 
at onee to exerciſe his Valour and to an, his 

„ lety, 
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Piety, that he might ſatisfy the Queen, and merit 


ella. | 
The two Ships fail'd ſix Days with a pro- 
ſperous Gale, ſteering their Courſe for the Ter- 


_ cera Iſlands, a Coaſt where Portugueſe Ships 


from the Eaſt Indies, or others bound for the 


Weſt Indies, are never wanting. At the Six 


Days End, there ſprung up a violent Crofs 


Wind, which in the Mediterranean is call'd 


upon which Coaſt, juſt at the Entrance of the 


Veſſels ; one very large and ſtrong, and two 


attack them; but before he reach'd it, he per- 


ceivid a Black Standard hoiſted on the Main- 


a * Nooxer, it was ſo ſtiff and laſting, that 
without ſuffering them to make the Tercera's, 
it fore'd them to ſtand off for Spain; cloſe. 


Streights of Gibraltar, they diſcover'd three 


mall ones. Rrcaredo bore away to get up to 
his Captain's Ship, to know whether he ſhou'd 


Maſt Top, and as he came nearer, he heard 


the Sound of Fifes and hoarfe Trumpets on 


board, a manifeſt Token that the Captain or 


ſome principal Perſon in the Ship was dead. 


In this Allarm, when they -were near enough 
to fpeak to each other (which they had never 
done yet ſince they were at Sea) thoſe of the 
Captain's Ship call'd out and told them Kica- 
redo was now their Commander, for the Cap- 


_ tain dy'd the Night before of an Apoplexy. 


Trey were all troubled at the News, ex- 


7 


cept Ricaredo, who was glad, not for the Loſs of 


the Captain, but becauſe the Command of both 


the Ships was now in his Power; for the Queen's 


— hy —_— 
q 4 = 
* 


Enn its blowing chiefly as Nes. 


Order 
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Order was, that if the Captain fail'd, Nirarede 


ſou'd ſucceed: He immediately went on board 


the Admiral-Ship, where he found ſome lamen- 


ting the dead Captain, and others rejoycing for 
the living one, to whom they all prefently made 


their Submiſſion, and proctaim'd him their Com- 


mander with a few ſhort Ceremonies,” two of 
the Veſſels they had deſcry'd not allowing them 
2 


Time for greater; for leaving the lar 


they bore down upon Ricaredo directly. He ſoon 


knew them to be Txrkifp Gallies, by the Half- 


Moons in their Streamers; at which he was ex- 


Ship, 


teemely delighted, concluding it wou'd be a no- 


dle Booty, it Heaven be pleas'd to put it into his 


Hands. 


Tf Twrkiſh Gallies made up to them; to 


view the Engliſß Ships, who did not carry the 


Arms of England, but Spain, to deceive any. 
who ſhou'd- obferve them, and take them for 
Sorſairs. The Turls thinking they were Ships 
come from the ladies, and that they wou'd foon . 


ſabmit, advanc'd by Degrees, and Ricaredo ſuf- 


fer*'d them to approach on purpoſe, till they ar- 
riv'd within the Reach of his Cannon, which he 
order'd to be fir'd fo luckily, that with five Vol- 


lies he ſhot one of the Gallies thro? and thro* ſo 


furiouſly, that ſhe gap'd all open, and lay on one 


fide, and was on the: Point of. ſinking without 
Remedy. The other, ſeeing her Fellow's bad 


Succeſs, tack'd about in an Inſtant, and went to 


throw her ſelf behind the great Ship. But Ri- 
cardo, whoſe Veſſels were clean and light, and 
turn'd any Way as readily as if they were row'd 
with Oars, order'd his Guns to be loaded again, 


and purſuing the Tartt, pour'd in upon them 


ter d 


x 


Whole Tires of Shot. The Crew in the fhat- - 


43 
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ter'd Galley, as.ſoon as they. reach'd the Ship 
made all the haſte they cou'd to get on board her: 
and Richardo perceiving it, and that the ſound 
Galley aſſiſted the other, attack*d' it with both his 
Ships, and without giving her Time to veer. a+ 
bout or uſe. her Oars, reduc'd her to ſuch a 
Streight, that the-ZTaks-were oblig'd alſo to 
quit her, and ſeek Refuge in the Ship, not in 
order to defend themſelves there, but to eſcape. 
for the preſent with their Lives. 
THE Chriſtian Slaves, who were in both the 
Gallies, breaking their Chains, purſu'd the Ex- 
ample of the Zarks, and endeavour'd-to. regain - 
the Ship; and as they were all climbing. up the 
Sides of it, Ricaredo's Men fir'd upon them with 
their Muskets as at a Mark, till Ricaredo com- 
manded them to forbear. 3 
Tk Tarks were in a manner all flain, and 
thoſe who got into the Ship were cut to pieces 
by the Chriſtians who were mingled with them, 
and turn'd their own Arms againſt them; for the 
Strength of the Mighty, when they are falling, 
gives place to the Weakneſs of thoſe who are 
riſing. Thus the Spirit which the Imagination 
that. the Ezg/;/þ Ships wan apr gave the 
Chriſtians, enabled them to do Miracles for their 
Liberty. In a Word, not a Txrk hardly being 
left alive, ſome Spaniardt ſhew'd themſelves 
on the Deck, and with a loud Voice call'd 
out to thoſe whom they thought to be their 
Countrymea, to come and enjoy the Reward of 
their Victory. Ricaredo ask'd them in Spaniſh, 
what Ship. that was? they anſwer'd; a Portuguſe, 
come from the Indies, laden with Spices, and as 
many Pearls. and Diamonds as were worth a 
Million. of. Gold; that ſhe. was forc'd 5 On 
1 0a 
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Coaſtby a Storm, extremely ſhatter'd, and with- 
out Ordnance, which they were forc'd to throw 
into the Sea; that the Men were ſick, and almoſt 
dead with Hunger and Thirſt ; and that the Gal- 
lies, which belong'd to the Corſair Arnautema- 
mi, had taken her but the Day before without a- 
ny Reſiſtance; and that not being able to carry 

off ſo rich a Lading in their ſmall Veſſels, they 


beard the Crew deſign'd to tow the Ship into the 
River of Larache, which was not far off. 


RICAREDO told them, if they ſuppos'd his 


two Ships to be Spaniards, they were miſtaken, 
for they belong'd to the Queen of England. This 
News ſtruck thoſe who heard it with Terror, 
tmagining, as they thought with Reaſon, that 
they had eſcap'd one Snare, to fall into ano- 
ther. But Ricaredo bad them not fear, for they 
fhou'd certainly have their Liberty, provided they 
did not put themſelves on their Defence. That 
is not in our Power, anſwer'd they, for, as we 


faid, there is no Artillery in the Ship, and we 


have no Arms; we are oblig'd therefore to throw 
our ſelves: upon the Humanity and Honour of 


your General. And it is but juſt, that he who 


has deliver'd us from the inſufferable Captivity 
of the Tur, ſhou'd acquire the glorious Re- 
ward of being renown'd in ſo many Places, 
where the News will ſpread of this memorable 
Victory, and of the Generofity which, we per- 


ſuade our ſelves, we ſhall experience from his 
Hands. 


RIC ARE OO did not diſlike the Spaniard's 


Words, and calling a Council, conſulted how 
he might convey the Spaxiards to Spain, with- 


out running any Danger, if they ſhou'd take 


Courage from their Number to riſe upon him 


it 
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It was propos'd to bring them on board his Ship 
one by one, and to cut their Throats as they enter*d 
the Hold; and having in this Manner diſpateh'd 
them all, to carry their Ship to London without 
any farther Trouble. No, faid Kicaredo, ſince 
Heaven has gragoefly put ſo rich a Prize into 
- our Hands, I will not requite that Favour with 
a cruel and ungrateful Mind; nor is it right I 


-ſhou'd-prevent that by the Sword, which I may 


prevent by Care. I am of Opinion therefore that 
none of the Spaniards ſhow'd be put to Death; 
not becauſe I am concern'd for their Good, but 
for my own, and wou'd by no means that this 
Day's Atchievement ſhou'd bring either upon me 
or you, ſince we are all Sharers in it, the Re- 
. proach of Inhumanity to ſully the Fame of our Va- 
lour; for Barbarity and Valour can never be re- 
concil'd. 'What we are to do is this; clear one 
of our Veſlels, and removing the Artillery and 
Arms, and every thing elſe, into the Portugueſe 
Ship, to Man it with our own People, and fail 
for Eugland, and leave the Spaniards our own 
empty Veſſel furniſh'd only with Proviſions, to 

make their Way to-Spain.Þ | 
No one dar'd to contradict Ricaredo's Płopo- 
ſal; ſome thought he ſhew'd himſelf a Man of 
.true-Courage and Prudence, and others thought 
he was more generaus. than he aught to be. 
With this Reſolution, Ricaredo went on board 
the Portugueſe Ship with fifty Musketeers, all 
ready prim'd, and with their Matches burning. 
He found there about three hundred Perſons, 
with thoſe who had eſcap'd out of the Gallies. 
He preſently call'd for the Bill of Lading; and 
the ſame Perſon who had ſpoke to him the firſt 
Time from the Deck, anſwer'd, that the he 
| | ſair 
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fair of the two. Gallies had taken it away, and 
thatit was loſt with him. He prepar'd the Pullies, 
and bringing his ſmaller Veſſelto the fide of theShip 
with ſurpiſing Dexterity, hoiſted the Artillery on 
board, and then making a.ſhort Speech. to the 
Spaniards, he order'd them to go into the empty 
Ship, where they wou'd find Proviſions enough 
to ſerve more than their Number above a 
Month; and as they paſs'd along he gave each 
of them four Gold Crowns, which he had 
caus'd to be brought out of his awn Ship, to 
ſupply their Neceflities in Part, when they. got 
to Land, which was ſo near, that the high 
1 Avila and Calpe were within 
Ken. g 

THEx all return'd him a thouſand Thanks 
for his Kindneſs; and the laſt who was, going to 
embark, was he who had been Spokeſman for the 
reſt. I ſhou'd eſteem it a greater Happineſs, no- 
ble Cavalier, ſaid he, if you wou'd.carry me with 

you to England, inſtead of ſending me to Spain; 
for tho' it is my Country, and J left it but fix 
Days ſince, I ſhall only find in it Occaſions of 

Solitude and Sorrow. You mult know, Sir, 
that at the taking of Cadiz, which was about 
fifteen Years ago, I loſt a Daughter, whom your 
Counttymen carry'd away into England, and in 
her I loſt the Eaſe of my old Age, and the Light 
of my Eyes, which ſince ſhe was raviſh'd from 
them, have beheld nothing to delight them. The 
Trouble in which the Loſs of her and of my 
Eſtate (which was alſo taken from me) has left 
me, has ſat ſo heavy on me, that I neither cou'd 
nor wou'd follow the Employment of Merchan- 
. B diling any longer; my Dealings in which were 
| 40 conſiderable, that I was reputed the moſt 

” T __ wealthy 
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wealthy Merchant in the whole City ; which 
was true, for beſides my Credit, which wou'd 
_ paſs for ſome hundred thouſands of Crowns, the 
ſtate within the Walls of my Houſe was worth 
above fifty thouſand Ducats. All this I loſt, 
and yet I had loſt nothing, if I had not loſt my 
Daughter. In this general Calamity, and my 
own private Misfortune, Neceſſity alſo (to en- 
creaſe it) overtook me; inſomuch that my Wife, 
who is the diſconſolate Woman you ſee fitting 
there, and I, reſolv'd to go to the IJadies, as the 
Refuge of broken Gentry, and embarking in a 
Pacquet-Boat ſix Days ſince, as ſoon as we 
parted from Cadiz, we fell in with two Cor- 
ſairs who made us Priſoners, which renew'd our 
Diftreſs; and our Miſery wou'd have been grea- 
ter, if the Corſairs had not taken this Portugueſe 
Ship, which kept them employ'd here, till your 
Arrival. OY 1 
KICARE DO ask'd him, what his Daughter's 
Name was? He anſwer'd, Iſabella; which con- 
firm'd Ricaredo in his Suſpicion, that the Man who 
talk'd with him was his dear Iſabella's Father; but 
without imparting to him any Tidings of her, 
he told him he was very willing to carry him and 
his Wife to London, where perhaps they might 
hear News of her they lov'd. He order'd them 
to come on board his Ship, and leaving a Suffi- 
cient Number of Hands in the Portagueſe Veſ- 
i fel, they hoiſted Sail that Night, and prepar'd 
l to leave the Coaſt of Spain. In the Ship which 
Ricaredo abandon'd, beſides the Spaniards whom 
he diſcharg'd, there were twenty Tarks to whom 
he alſo gave their Freedom, to ſhew he did it 
from his own generous Temper, rather than 
from any other Motive; and deſir'd the Spaniards 
7 | | | to 
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to demonſtrate their Gratitude to him, by taking 
the firſt Opportunity to ſet them at Liberty. 


Tu Wind, which promis'd them a proſpe- 


rous and buxom Gale, began to flag; and the 


Calm ſo allarm'd the Engi, that they blam'd 


Ricaredo and his Liberality; and told him, the 

Men he had ſet free might give Notice of his 
| Succeſs in Spain, and if there were any armed 
Galleons in Port they might put to Sea in queſt 
of them, and bring them in the utmoſt Danger 

of being made Priſuners. Kzcaredo was very 
ſenſible they were in the right, but appeas'd them 
with gentle Anſwers: But what quieted them 
moſt was, the Wind's ſpringing up again ſo freſh, 
that they ſpread out all their Sails, and without 
once ſlack ing them, or ſtriking, they reach'd the 


Sight of London in nine Days, returning victo- 


tious with the Loſs of only thirty of their 
Der. 85 , 
RICARE DO vou'd not enter the Harbour 
with Signs of Joy, becauſe of the Death of his 
Commander, and therefore he mix'd mournful 


Tokens with thoſe of Mirth; ſometimes the 


Hautboys play'd merrily, and ſometimes the 
Trumpets hoarſly founded am elancholic Tune; 
now the Drums beat loud and chearful, and a- 


non dead and ſullen, to which the Fifes kept 


Concert. From one Maſt he diſplay'd, revers'd, 
a Streamer embroider'd with Creſcents, and 


from another a Standard of black Taftety, whoſe _ 


Edges ſwept the Water; and with theſe oppo- 


ſite Badges he enter'd the River Thames in his 


own Ship, leaving the other at Anchor below, 
becauſe there was not Depth of Water enough 
to bear it. RE Oh 


J 80 
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THESE contrary Signals held a world of 
People in Suſpence, who ſaw them from the 
Shore. They knew very well by ſome of the 
Arms, that the ſmaller Ship was the Admiral of 
the Count de Lanſac, but they cou'd not deviſe 
how the other ſhou'd be chang'd to the great 


Ship which lay behind at Sea. But this Scruple 


was ſoon remov'd by the brave Kicaredo, who 


Jeaping on Shore compleatly clad in rich and 
ſhining Arms, without ſtaying for other Atten- 


dance, than the infinite Croud that follow'd 
him, walk'd on foot to the Palace, where the 


Queen was waiting in a Gallery to receive News 
-of her Ships; and with her, befide other Ladies, 


was Iſabella, cloath'd after the Eugliſh Faſhion, 
tho? ſhe ſhew'd as well as if ſhe had been in the 


Spaniſh. - 


BEFORE Ricaredo came, another had brought 


the Queen Advice of his Arrival. At the hear- 


ing of the Name of Kicaredo, Iſabella was in 


Confuſion, and at one Inſtant was in Hope and 


Fear, as to the good or bad Succeſs of his 
coming. ay „ 5 8 

 RICAREDO was tall, genteel, and wel! 
proportion'd, and as he was arm'd with a Breaſt- 


plate, Back- piece, Gorget, Bracelets and Cuiſhes, 


all richly chas'd and gilded, he appear'd won- 
derfully noble to all who ſaw him. On his 
Head he had no Morrion, only a broad-brimm'd 


| Murrey-colour'd Hat, and particolour'd Fea- 


thers round it inftead of a Band; by his Side, 


he carry'd a broad Sword in a rich Belt, and 


wore a Pair of wide-knee'd Breeches. 
MARCHING On thus with a lively Pace, 
ſome reſembled him to Mars, the God of Bat- 


tel; and others, charm'd with the Beauty of his 
Aſpect, 
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Aſpe&, compar'd him to Venut, who to put the 
Laugh on Mars, had thus array'd herſelf in Diſ- 
guiſe. He went up to the Queen, and fallin 
on his Knees, In Force of your Majeſty's goo 
Fortune, ſays he, and agreeably to my own De- 
fire, the Command of the Ships, upon the Count 
de Lanſac's dying of an Apoplexy, coming by 
your Majeſty's gracious Appointment into m 
Hands, I met with two Zarkiſp Gallies, tow- 
ing along the large Ship I have made my Prize. 
I attack'd them, and your Soldiers fought with 
their uſual Spirit; we ſunk both the Gallies, 
and I put the Chriſtians we had reſcu'd from the 
Turks, into one of our Veſſels, and in your Ma- 
jeſty's Name gave them their Liberty, and have 
brought home with me _ one Spantard and 
his Wife, who were very deſirous of themſelves 
to come to fee your Majeſty's Royal Grandeur. 
The Ship I took, is a Portugueſe Eaſt India- 
Man, which being diſabled by a Storm, fell in- 
to the Hands of the Tris, with very little or 
no Trouble: She is worth, as I am told by ſome 
of the Portugueſe who were in her, above a 
Million, in Gold and Spices, and other Effects, 
as Pearls and Diamonds; all which are un- 
touch'd, the Tarks having riffled nothing; for 
Heaven had deſign'd it for you, and I comman- 
ded it to be reſferv'd for your Majeſty; to whom 
ſhalloweten more ſuch Ships, if you vouchſafe to 
beſtow on me one Jewel, the Jewel your Ma- 
jeſty promis'd me, my dear Iſabella; in whom 
I ſhall be rich, and abundantly rewarded, not 
only for this Service (whatever it is) but for 
many others I deſign to perform, in order to pay 
in Part the great and alrnoft infinite Treaſure 


io your 
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your Majeſty will beſtow on me in this invalu- 


able Preſent. | 


R isE, Kicaredo, reply'd the Queen, and be- 
lieve me, that if I were to ſet you a Price for 


Tjabella, according to my Eſtimation of her, you 
will never be able to pay it, not only with this 


Ship, but not with all that are left behind in the 


Indies. I give her to you, for ſhe is worthy of 
you, and you of her: Your Valour alone de- 
ſerves her; if you have kept the Jewels in the 
Ship for me, I have kept this Jewel of yours for 
you; and tho' I may ſeem to do no great Mat- 
ter in returning you that which is your own, 


1] know I do you an extraordinary Grace; for 


the Things a Man purchaſes with his Heart's 
Deſire, and whoſe Worth is fincerely ſeated in 
the Soul of the Purchaſer, ate beyond any Price 
the Earth can give. [ſabella is yours; there ſhe 
is; you may take entire Poſſeſſion of her, when 
you will; and I believe, with her own Con- 
ſent and Liking; for ſhe has good Senſe e- 
nough, and underſtands how to eſteem the 
Friendſhip you do her; I chuſe rather to ſtyle it 
Friendfhip than Favour, becauſe the Honour of 
beſtowing Favours I claim as my Prerogative 
alone. Go, and repoſe your felt, and let me 
ſee you to-Morrow, for 1 muſt have a more 
particular Account of your Actions; and pray 
bring with you the two Sparards you men- 
tion'd, who had ſuch a Fancy to come and ſee 


my Court, that I may thank them for their Af- 
fection. | 


RICAREDO having made his humble Ac- 


knowledgments to the Caen, for the extraor- 
dinary Grace ſhe had done him, the Queen with- 


drew, and the Ladies gather'd about Xicaredo; 
GY oy and 


/ 
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and oneof them, who had a particular Intimacy 
with Iſabella, the Lady Tanſi, who was eſteem'd 
a Woman of the beſt Senſe and Addreſs, and 
the moſt affable among them, ſpoke to him; 
What is the meaning of this, Rrcareas ? ſaid ſhe, 
what are theſe Arms for? Did you imagine you 
were coming to encounter your Enemies? Iu 
truth, we are all of us your Friends, ex- 
cept the Lady Iſabella, who, as ſhe is a Spaniard, 
is oblig'd to have no Kindneſs for you. No 
matter tor that, Madam, anſwer'd K:icareds; the: 
certainly has tome, for I am confident a Pet- 
ſon of her Merit, Underſtanding and Beauty, 
can never incurr the Blemiſh of being ungrateful. 
Since I am to be yours, K icaredo, interpos'd I a- 
bella, I am ready to give you all the Satisfaction 
you can deſire, in order to repay the Praiſes you 
have beſtow'd on me, and the Favours you de- 
tpn to do me. | . 3 

S vc pleaſant Converſation paſs'd between 
Ricaredo and Iſabella, aud the other Ladies; and 
as he was talking, a young Girl in the Compa- 
pany did nothing but gaze at him; ſhe lifted up 
the Skirts of his Armour, to ſee what he had 
under. it, and play'd with his Sword, and with 
a childiſh Simplicity got cloſe to him, to view 
herſelf in his Armour like a Looking-glaſs; and 
turning to the Ladies as ſhe was going away; | 
fancy Ladies, ſaid ſhe, War is a mighty pret- 
ty Thing, fince Men in Armour make ſo fine a 
Figure among the Women. Undoubtedly, an- 
{wer'd the Lady Tauſi, calt but your Eyes el ſe on 
Ricaredo, who looks like the Sun come down 
on Eurth, and making his Circuit thro* the 
Sireets in this glittering Habit 


M 3 - ALL 
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ALL the Ladies laugh'd at the Girl's inno- 
cent Speech, and the wild Similitude of the La- 
dy Tauſi; nor were there ſome wanting, who 
found Fault with &zcareds, for coming to Court 
armed; tho” others excus'd him, and faid, he 
might do fit properly enough as a Soldier, to 
fhew his Finery. | 
RICAREDO was receiv'd by his Parents 
and Friends, his Relations and Acquaintance, 
with Marks of the ſincereſt Affection. At Night 
general Rejoycings were made in the Streets of 
London, for his Succeſs. Iſabella's Parents were 
lodg'd in Clotaldo's Houſe, whom Kicaredo had 
inform'd who they were, but deſir'd they might 
be told no News of their Daughter, till he ac- 
quainted them about her himſelf. He gave the ſame 
Caution alſo to the Lady Catalina, his Mother, 
and all the Men and Maid-Servants in the Fa- 
mily. The ſame Night, with a large Train of 
Boats and Barges, and before the Eyes of a 
world of Spectators, they began to unlade the 
Cargo of the great Portugueſe Ship, and were 
above eight Days in cleating her of the Pepper 
and other rich Merchandiſes ſhe had on board. 
THE next Day Ricaredo went to Court, and 
took with him Iſabella's Father and Mother, 
 new-dreſs'd, after the Expliſþ Faſhion, telling 
them the Queen deſir'd to ſee them. The Queen 
was waiting in the midſt of her Ladies for Kica- 
redo, and in order to do him Honour, had plac'd 
Iſabella next her Perſon, clad in the ſame Habit 
as ſhe wore when ſhe came firſt to Court, nor 
did ſhe ſhew leſs beautiful in it now, than then. 
TIſabella's Parents ſtood aſtoniſh'd at the Sight of 
ſo great and ſplendid an Appearance; and turn- 
ing their Eyes on Jabella, they did not know 
N | er; 
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her; tho? their Heatt, preſaging the good For- 
tune which was ſo near them, began to leap iu 
their Breaſt, not with an Emotion of Sadneſs, 


but with a certain Pleaſure they themſelves did 


not well underſtand. 
THE Queen wou'd not permit Ricaredo to 


continue kneeling before her, but oblig'd him 


to riſe and fit down in a Velvet Chair, plac'd 
there on purpoſe for him; which was an unuſual 
Grace, conſidering the lofty and ſuperb: Temper 
of the Queen. Phe Company began to make 
their Reflections upon it among themſelves; 
Reicaredo, ſays one, does not fit upon that fine 
Chair, but on the Bags of Pepper he brought 
home. It verifies the common Saying, reply'd 
another, Gefts difſolve Rocks; for thoſe which 
Ricardo has brought, have ſoften'd the rigid 
Heart of her Majeſty. Since he is ſeated ſo well, 
erys another, it will be more than two Men can 
do to pull him up. In a Word, this Honour the 
Queen did KXicaredo began to touch the Minds 
Of ſeveral who ſaw it, with Envy: for there is 
no Regard a Prince ſhews to his Favourite, but 
is # Dagger to wound the Heart of the Spite- 

TRE Queen deſit'd Rrcaredo to give her a 
particular Account of his Engagement with the 
Corſairs; upon which he related it a- new, aſ- 
cribing the Victory to Heaven, and the Bravery 

of his Soldiers, applauding them all in general, 
and diſtinguiſhing the Actions of ſome who had 
ſignaliz'd themſelves beyond the reſt; which o- 
blig'd the Queen to order a Reward for them 


all, and eſpecially for the laſt; and when he 


mention'd his ſetting the Tzrks and the Chri- 
ſtians at Liberty in her Majeſty's Naine, That 
_ _— = Woman, 
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Woman, Madam, added "he, and that Man 
there, pointing to {/abella's Parents, are theſe 
who had ſuch a mighty Deſire to fee your Ma- 
jeſty's Grandeur, and beg'd me ſo earneltly to 
bring them with me to England. They are Na- 
tives of Cadix, and by what they have told me, 
and by what 1] have diſcover'd, they are Perſons 
of a good Family and Fortune. . 
THE Queen order'd them to come near to 
her, when Iſabella lifted up her Eyes to ſee them, 
who were ſaid to be Spaniardt, and even of Ca- 
dix, and at the ſame Inſtant her Mother caſt her 
Eyes on her, and ſtood (till to view her the more 
attentively; ſome confus'd Notions alſo began 
to awaken in J/abella's Memory, that ſhe had 
ſeen that Woman before; her Father likewiſe 
Was in the ſame Confuſion, and did not dare 
8 believe the Truth of what his Eyes aſſur'd 
him. 8 5 3 
RICAREDO was deeply engag'd in ob- 
ſerving the Emotions and Paſſions of all the 
three, who were in the utmoſt Perplexity and 
Irreſolution, whether they knew each other 
or no. The Queen perceiv'd the Diſtur- 
bance of the Parents, and [ſabel/a's Alarm, 
by her Fluſhings, and lifting her Hand to her 
Head ſeveral times, to ſet her Hair. Iſabella in 
the mean time wiſh'd the Woman ſhe fancy'd to 
be her Mother, wou'd ſpeak, that fo her Ears 
might reſolve that Doubt, into which ſhe was 
brought by her Eyes; when the Queen bade her 
ſpeak to that Man and his Wiſe in Hauiſy, to 
tel! the Cauſe of their not caring to enjoy the 
Liberty Rzcaredo had given thein, ſince Freedom 
is ſo defirable a Thing, not only to Creatures 
endu'd with Reaſon, but even to thoſe who 
Want it. 1 ISABEL- 
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ISABELLA accordingly put this Queſtion 
to her Mother, who, without anſwering a Word, 
ran wildly and half-ſtumbling to Jabella, an 
minding neither Reſpect, nor Fear, nor the Eyes 
of the whole Court, put her Hand to her right 
Ear, and diſcover'd there a black Mole, which 
Joken confirm'd her Suſpicion; and diſcerning 
plainly that /abellaà was her Daughter, ſhe em- 
brac'd her, and with a loud Voice, O my dear 
Child, faid the, thou Darling of my Soul! and 
Without being able to utter any more, ſwooned 
away in her Arms. The Father, who was no 
leſs tender than diſcreet, ſhew'd how much he 
was attected, but expreſs'd it only by a Shower 
ot Tears, which ran crickling down his venera- 
ble Cheeks and Beard. J/abella laid her Face 
cloſe to her Mothet's, and fixing her Eyes on 
her Father, look'd on him in ſuch a Manner, 
as gave him to underſtand the Delight and Plea- 
tore the felt in ſeeing them there. 

Tn Queen was aſtoniſh'd at the Matter; I 
ſuppoſe, K:caredo, (aid ſhe, it was your Wit that 
appointed this Interview, but I muſt tell you, I 
don't know whether it was prudently contriv'd ; 
tince a ſudden Joy is as apt to kill People, as 
Grief; and thus ſaying, ſhe turn'd to Jabella, and 
parted her from her Mother, who came to her 
ſelf, when they had thrown ſome Water on 
her Face, and having recover'd her Senles and 
Thought, calt her ſelf on her Knees before the 
Queen, Forgive my Boldueſs, Madam, faid the, 
fince it is no Wonder 1 ſhou'd loſe my Senſes 
with the Joy of having recover'd my beloved 
Chitd. The Queen, who made Uſe of an In- 
terpreter, anſwer'd, that ſhe was in the Right. 


My 
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Ix this Manner Jabella became known to her 
Parents, and they to her; and the Queen order'd 
them to be lodg'd in the Court, that they might 
have the better Opportunity to enjoy their Daugh- 
ter's Company. Kicaredo was pleas'd with it 
extremely, and beg'd the Queen again to fulfill 
her Promiſe to him, to give him Iſabella, if he 
deſerv'd her; and if he did not, he intreated her 
Majeſty wou'd immediately command him to 
undertake ſome other Exploit, which might ren- 
der him worthy of obtaining his Defire. 

THe Queen was ſenſible enough that Ricare- 
do was too well ſatisfy'd in his own Merit to 
think there was any Neceſſity of making new 
Proofs to demonſtrate it, ſhe told him therefore, 
that in four Days Time ſhe wou'd deliver Iſa- 
bella to him, and do them both all the Honours 


that were in her Power. K icaredo departed high- 


ly pleas'd and full of Hope of ſuddenly having 
his dear 1ſabe/la in his Poſſeſſion, without Fear 
of loſing her again, which is the ultimate Defire 
of Lovers. Be 

T1ME ran, tho' not as ſwiftly as he wifh'd ; 
for they who live in Expectation of Promiſes, 
always imagine Time never moves, but creeps 
with a Sluggard Pace. At length the Day arri- 
ved, not in which K icaredo thought to put an 
End to his Defires, but to find new Charms in 
Iſabella, to make him love her, if pofſible, yet 
with greater Zeal. But in that ſhort Space, in 
which he imagin'd the Ship of his good Fortune 
ſteer'd with a proſperous Gale to the happy Har- 
bour, a contrary Accident rais'd ſach a Tem- 
peſt, that he was aſraid a thouſand times it wou'd 
be ſunk for ever. The Caſe was this. 


THE 
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TEE firſt Lady of the Bed-Chamber to the 
Queen, with whom Tſabe//a was entruſted, had 
a Son of two and twenty Years old, call'd Earl 
Arneſto. The Greatneſs of his Eſtate, his high 
Birth, and the Favour his Mother poſſeſs'd with 
the Queen, made him more arrogant and lofty 
than became him, and more preſuming. He was 
ſo violently in Love with [jabel!la, that his Heart 


was ſcorch'd with the Luſtre of her Eyes; and 


tho' while Rrcaredo was abſent, he had by ſeve- 
ral Tokens diſcover'd his Paſſion, yet ſhe neveg 
gave him the leaſt Countenance. Repulſes and 
Diſdain at the Beginning, are apt to make Lo- 
vers deſiſt from their Attempt; but in Arneſto the 
great and manifeſt Scorn Jſabella expreſs'd to him 
had a contrary Effect, for he was charm'd with 
her Reſentment, and infiam'd with her Modeſty. 
And as he ſaw that in the Queen's Opinion K. 
caredo had deſerv'd her, and was to receive her 
for his Wife in ſo ſhort a Time, he was on the 
Point of Deſpair ; but before he had Recourſe to 
ſo ſhameful and cowardly a Remedy, he ſpoke 
to his Mother, and deſit'd her to ask /abella for 
him of the Queen, ſince unlefs he obtain'd her, 
it was impoſlible he ſhou'd live. ES 
His Mother was aſtoniſh'd at his Words, and 
as ſhe knew his raſh and impetuous Temper, and 
how deeply his Defires were rooted in his Soul, 
ſhe was afraid his Love wou'd have an unhappy 
Event. However as it was natural for a Mother 
to wiſh and procure the Good of her Child, ſhe 
promis'd him to ſpeak to the Queen, not in hope 
of prevailing on her, which was impoſlible, to 
violate her Word, dut only not to leave the 
laſt Remedy unaitempted in ſo deſperate a Caſe. 


THAT 
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THAT Morning 1ſabe/la was dreſs'd by the 
Que-n's Order to richly, as exceeds the Defcrip- 
tion of any Pen; the Queen her ſelf having put 
about her Neck a Rope of the fineſt Pearls in Ki- 
caredo's Prize, valued at twenty thouſand Du- 
cats, and a Diamgnd Ring on her Finger, worth 
fix thouſand Crowns, and the Ladies were all 
rejoying in ExpeQation of the approaching Nup- 
tials, when Arneſto's Mother enter'd the Room, 
and on her Knees beg'd the Queen to put off 
Iſabella's Marriage for two Days, which was 
the only Reward ſhe wou'd defire of her Maje— 
ity in Confideration of all the Services fhe had 
ever perform'd. The Queen was ſurpriz'd, and 
ask'd the Reaſon of her preſſing that Requeſt fo 
earneſtly, which was ſo directly againſt her Pro- 
miſe to Kicaredo; but the Lady wou'd not dif- 
cover it, till ſhe had got her Petition granted, for 
the Queen was impatient to know the Occation 
of it. Having ſucceeded thus far, ſhe told the 
Queen her Son's Paſſion, and that unleſs he mar- 
ry'd Iſabella, ſhe was afraid he wou'd break his 
Heart, or commit ſome mad and ſcandalous 
Action; and that her asking two Days Reſpite, 
was only to give her Majeſty Time to conſider 
what proper Method might be taken in her Son's 
Behalf. The Queen reply'd, that if her Royal 
Word had not ſtood in the Way, fhe cou'd eaſily 
have unrave!'d this intricate Labyrinth ; but that 
te wou'd not break her Engagement, nor dit- 
appoint Nicaredo's Hopes on any Account. 
THe Lady earry'd back this Anſwer to her 
Son, who all on Fire with Love and Jealouſy, 
arm'd himſelf compleatly in an Inſtant, and pre- 
ſenting himſelf well mounted on a ſturdy hand- 
ſome Steed before Cotaldo's Houſe, with a loud 


Voice 
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Voice call'd to have Ricared» look out at the 
Window. Kicaredo at that time was dreſs'd in 
all the Magnificence of a Bridegroom, and rea- 
dy to go tp Court the next Moment with the 
Train which ſuch an Affair requir'd ; but hear- 
ing the Voice, and underſtanding who it was that 
_ cal'd, and in what Manner he was come, he 
ſtept to the Window in a ſort of Surprixe; and 
as ſoon as Arneſto ſaw him, Rrcareds, ſaid he, 
mind what I ſhall ſay to you: The Queen, my 


Miſtreſs, order'd you to go abroad in her Ser- 
vice, to perform ſomething which ſhou'd merit 


the unrival'd [/abella. You went, and return'd 
with Ships laden with Gold, with which you 
think you have purchas'd and fully deſerv'd the 


Lady. And tho” the Queen has promis'd her to 


you, it is becauſe ſhe thinks there is noone in her 


Court who has ſerv'd her better than you, or has 


a better Title to Iſabella; but in this perhaps the 
may be deceiv'd'; and being of this Opinion, 
which I take to be an indiſputable Truth, I affirm 
that you neither have done, nor will be able to 
do any Thing which ſhall deſerve fo great a 
Blefling as Iſabella. And ſince thou doſt not de- 
terve her, if thou dar'ft to contradit me, I dety 
thee mortally. : mY 
HERE the Earl ceas'd, and Rzicaredo anſwer'd 
him thus; Your Chaltenge, my Lord, does not 
affect me in the leaſt, for I confeſs, not only that 
I do nor, but that no Man living deferves Ja- 


bella; and therefore as I own what you ſay, 1 


repeat it again, I am not concern'd in your Chal- 
lenge. However I accept it, for the Infolenc 
you have ſhewn in making it. | 
HAvins ſaid this, he left the Window, and 
call'd immediately for his Arms. His Relations 


and 
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and all who were aflembled there to bear him 
Company to Court, were in a great Confuſion, 
and there was not wanting one of them, who 
had ſeen Arneſto arm'd, and heard the Challenge, 
who ran directly to give the Queen an Account 
of it. She order'd the Captain of the Guard to 
ſeize the Earl; and he made ſuch Diſpatch, that 
he arriv'd juſt as Ricaredo was ſetting out from 
his Houſe, finely mounted, and in the ſame 
Arms as he had appear'd in at Court. | 
Wu Arneſto ſaw the Captain, he preſently 
imagin'd his Errand ; and not caring to be taken, 
he calld out to Rzicaredo; Ricaredo, ſaid he, you 
fee the Accident that prevents us; but if you 
have a Mind to chaſtiſe me, you will look after 
me, and as I have a true Deſire to correct you, I 
ſhall not fail to ſeek for you ; and fincetwo Men 
who hunt after each other, are eaſily found, let 
us ſuſpend the Execution of our Defires for the 
preſent. 5 Fr 
_ CoNTENT, anſwer'd Ricaredo; and now the 
Captain came up with his Men, and told the 
Earl he arreſted him in her Majeſty's Name. The 
Earl reply'd, he ſubmitted, upon Condition they 
carry'd him only to the Queen directly. The 
Captain agreed to it, and ſecuring him in the 
Middle of his Guard, had him to Court to the 
Queen, whom his Mother had acquainted with 
her Son's extravagant Love for Iſabella, begging 
her Majeſty with Tears to forgive him, ſince be- 
ing a young Man, and in Love, he was liable to 
greater Errors. - 
_ ARNESTO was brought before the Queen, 
who without entering into any Diſcourſe with 
him, commanded them to take his Sword from 
him, and carry him to the Tower. All this was 
. . 0 
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a great Trouble to Iſabella, and her Parents, who 
ſaw the ſmooth Sea of their Happineſs agitated 
with ſo unexpected a Storm. Arneſto's Mother 
advis'd the Queen, in order to prevent the Miſ- 
chief which might happen between her Family 
and Ricaredo's, to remove the Occaſion of it out 
of their Way, by ſending Iſabella home to Spain, 
by which the bad Effects which were fear'd, 
wou'd be avoided; adding that Jabella was a2 
Catholic, and ſo rigid in her Perſuaſion, that 
none of her own Br ofeflion had been able to 
alter her in the ſmalleſt Article. The Queen re- 
ply'd, that as for this ſhe ſhou'd not eſteem her 
the leſs, ſince ſhe pay'd ſo dutiful a Regard to 
the Principles her Parents had taught her; and as 
for ſending her to Spain, ſhe was ſo pleas'd with 
her Beauty, and her many. Graces and Virtues, 
that ſhe wou'd not hear of it; and if not that 
Day, yet on another fhe wou'd certainly marry 
her to Ricaredo'as ſhe had promis'd. 
Tunis Reſolution of the Queen ſo over-- 
welm'd Arneſto's Mother, that the did not an- 
ſwer a Word; and concluding ſtill, that unleſs 
Iſabella were temov'd, there was no Way to re- 
lieve her Son's wretched Condition, or make 
Peace with R:caredo, ſhe reſolv'd to practiſe one 
of the greateſt Actions of Cruelty, that cou'd e- 
yer enter into the Heart of a Woman of Quality, 
eſpecially ſo high as her ſelf; which was to de- 
ftroy Iſabella by Poyſon; and as it is generally 
the Temper of Women to be ſpeedy and reſo- 
jute, ſhe gave it her that Evening in a Conſerve, 
which ſhe oblig'd her to take as good againſt Fits 
of the Heart which troubled her. In a little 
while after ſhe had taken it, /abella found her 
Tongue and Throat begin to ſwell, her Lips 
= turn 
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turn black, and her Voice grow hoarſe, her Eyes 
ſoar, and her Breaſt pinch'd and pain'd ; all of 
them evident Signs of Poyſon. 

Tu Ladies went and inform'd the Queen of 
what had happen'd, aſſuring her it was Arneſto's 
Mother who had done this Miſchief. There 
needed few Arguments to make the Queen be- 
lieve it, and therefore ſhe went to ſee 7/avella, 
who was almoſt expiring. The Queen lent for 
her Phyſicians in haſte, and till they came, ſhe 
made them give her a Quantity of the Powder of 
Unicorn's Horn, and ſome other Antidotes, 
with which great Princes are always provided a- 
gainſt ſuch Neceflities. The Phyſieians came, 
and having adminiftred ſome Medicines, deſit'd 
her Majeſty wou'd oblige the Earl's Mother to 
declare what ſort of Poyſon it was ſhe had 
us'd, ſince it was beyond Queition that ſhe was 
the only Perſon who had given it. She diſco- 
ver'd it freely; by which the Phyſicians apply'd 
their Remedies ſo effectually, that by their Means 
and the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, [/abeliz's Life was 
ſecur'd, or a leaſt put in a hopeful Way of Re- 
. covery. The Queen then commanded Arnueſto's 
Mother to be cloſely confia'd in an Apartment 
of the Palace, deſigning to puniſh her as her Crime 
ſhon'd deſerve, tho' ſhe juſtify'd it as an Innocent 
Action. 
WHEN Kicaredo heard the mournful News, 
he was on the Point of Diſtraction, ſuch were 
the Things he did, and ſuch the dreadful Com- 
plaints he utter'd. | 
To conclude; [/abella did not loſe her Life; 
but ſhe was entirely chang'd: ſhe loſt her Eye- 
Brows, her Eye-Lathes, and her Hair; her Face 
was ſwell'd, her Complexion ſpoil'd, her Skin 
chang'd, 
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chang'd, and her Eyes bleary and running. Ina 
ord, ſhe was become ſo foul a Figure, that as 
ſhe feem'd a Miracle of Beauty before, ſhe ap- 
pear'd now a very Monſter of Uglineſs; and 
they who knew her, thought it wou'd have been 
2 leſs Misfortune to her to have dy'd, than to 
ſurvive in ſuch a Condition. Notwithſtanding 
all this, Ricaredo beg'd the Queen to give him | 
Leave to take her home to his Houle, for the = | 
Love he bore her paſs'd beyond the Body, to | 
the Mind, and that if Jabella had loſt her Beau- 
ty, it was impoſſible ſhe ſhou'd have loſt her ini- 
mitable Virtues. Very true, Rzcared)?, (aid the 
Queen; take her with you, and reckon that in 
her you receive a rich Jewel inclos'd in an ordi- i 
nary Casket. Heaven knows I wou'd gladly $/ 
have reſtor'd her to you the ſame as you deli- id, 
ver'd her tome; but ſince that is impoſſible, you 
muſt forgive me, and perhaps the Puniſhment I 
ſhall infli@ on the Author of this Evil, may in 
ſome degree ſatisfy your Deſite of Revenge. At 
this R'caredo generouſly pleaded in Favour of that 
unhappy Lady, and delic'd the Queen to pardon 
her, ſince what {he had urg'd in her Excuſe was 
ſuflicient to procure her Majeſty's Indulgence to il 
even greater Outrages. vi 
Ix a Word, he receiv'd Iſabella and her Pa- | 
rents, and carry'd them home to his Father's, 
To the rich Pearl-Necklace and the Diamond- 
Ring which the Queen had beſtow'd on {ſabella, 
ſhe added ſeveral other Jewels and Clothes, which 
ſhew'd the extraordinary Affection ſhe bore her. 
Iſabella continu'd two Months in that miſerable 
Condition, without any ſign of-recovering her 
former Beauty ; but after that, her Skin began to 
peel, and her firſt lovely Grain to appear. 1 
| | the 
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the mean while, Kicaredo's Parents concluding | 
ſhe cou'd never be perfectly cur'd, reſolv'd to 
ſend, unknown to their Son, for the Scoz7fp Lady 
to whom they had before intended to marry him, 
not doubting but the preſent Beauty of his new 
Bride wou'd make Ricaredo forget that of 1/abe!- 
la which was now no more; and as for her, they 
deſign'd to ſend her back to Spain, with her Pa- 
rents, and give them a Fortune ſufficient to re- 
compenſe all their Loſſes. 8 9 
BEFORE a Month and a half expir'd, the o- 
ther Lady, without Ricaredo's Knowledge, ar- 
riv'd at his Father's, attended like her ſelf, and 
ſo lovely, that next to Jſabella when ſhe was 
her ſelf, there was no other ſo charming in the 
whole City. Ricaredo was amaz'd when he law 
her, and being afraid the Surprize of her coming 
might endanger 1ſabella's Life, in order to mo- 
detate her Fright, he went to her Bed-ſide, where 
he found only her Father! and Mother: {/abella, 
ſaid he before them, my Soul's Delight, my Pa- 
rents, not being fully appriz'd of the unparal- 
lel'd Affection I cheriſh for thee, out of their 
reat Tenderneſs to me have brought hither a 
cotiſh Lady, with whom they were in Hand to 
marry me, before I was acquainted with thy 
Merit. Their Intention is, I believe, by the fair 
Graces of this Lady, to expell thine, from my 
Heart, which are engrav'd there for ever. From 
the firſt Moment I lov'd thee, it was with ano- 
ther ſort of Love than that which places its 
End and Happineſs.in accompliſhing the ſenſual 
Paſſion; for tho' thy external Form enchanted my 
Eyes, the innumerable Virtues of thy Mind have 
ſo raviſh'd my Soul, that if I lov'd thee when thow 
walt fair, I adore thee now thou art Px 
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To confirm this Truth, give me thy Hand; and 
receiving her right Hand, and holding it in his, 
he proceeded; I here promiſe thee upon Oath, 
Iſabella, deareſt half of my Heart, to be thy 
Husband, and I am ſo from this Inſtant, if thou 
wilt exalt me ſo far as to be thine. 
 FJTSABELLA was in ſuſpence at Ricaredo's 
Words, and her Parents were aſtoniſh'd. She 
knew not what to ſay, nor cou'd do any thing 
but kiſs his Hand ſeveral times, and tell him 
with a Voice mingled with Tears, that ſhe ac- 
cepted him for her Lord, and yielded her ſelf his 
Servant. & icaredo kiſs'd that Face in its Foulneſs, 
which he had never had the Boldneſs to ſalute 
when it was fair; and Iſabella's Parents ſolem- 
niz'd the Nuptials with a Flood of affectionate 
Tears. Ricareds told them, he wou'd delay his 
Marriage with the wr Lady in the manner 
as they ſhou'd ſee; and that when his Father 
had a mind to ſend them all three to Spain, they 
ſhou'd not refuſe it, but depart, and expect him 
in two Years at Cadiz or Seville, within which 
time he engag'd to be with them, if Heaven 
prolong'd his Life; and that if they did not 
hear of him then, they might certainly con- 
clude, ſome great Impediment, or Death, which 
was more certain, had prevented him. 1ſabella 
reply'd, ſhe wou'd wait for him not only two 
Years, but her whole Life, till ſhe was fully 
aſſur'd he was dead; for the ſame Moment ſhe 
opens that, ſhe ſhou'd alſo conclude her 
Days. 

Wir theſe tender Expreſſions, the Tears 
ran afreſh from all their Eyes; and Rrcareds 
went to acquaint his Parents that he cou'd on no 
Account Marry the Scozeyh Lady, till OG 
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the mean while, Ricaredo's Parents concluding 
ſhe cou'd never be perfectly cur'd, reſolv'd to 
ſend, unknown to their Son, for the Scorifþp bady 
to whom they had before intended to marry him, 
not doubting but the preſent Beauty of his new. 
Bride wou'd make Ricaredo forget that of 1ſabel- 
la which was now no more; and as for her, they 
deſign'd to ſend her back to Spain, with her Pa- 
rents, and give them a Fortune ſufficient to re- 

compenſe all their Loſſes. = 5 
BEFORE a Month and a half expir'd, the 0- 
ther Lady, without Aicaredo's Knowledge, ar- 
riv'd at his Father's, attended like her ſelf, and 
ſo lovely, that next to Jſabella when ſhe was 
her ſelf, there was no other ſo charming in the 
whole City. Ricaredo was amaz'd when he law 
her, and being afraid the Surprize of her coming 
might endanger Jſabella's Life, in order to mo- 
detate her Fright, he went to her Bed-ſide, where 
he found only her Father! and Mather: {/abella, 
ſaid he before them, my Soul's Delight, my Pa- 
rents, not being fully appriz'd of the unparal- 
lePd Affection I cheriſh for thee, out of their 
reat Tenderneſs to me have brought hither a 
coriſh Lady, with whom they were in Hand to 
marry me, before I was acquainted with thy 
Merit. Their Intention is, I believe, by thefair 
Graces of this Lady, to expell thine, from my. 
Heart, which are engrav'd there for ever. From 
the firſt Moment I lov'd thee, it was with ano- 
ther ſort of Love than that which places its 
End and Happineſs.in accompliſhing the ſenſual 
Paſſion; for tho” thy external Form enchanted my 
Eyes, the innumerable Virtues of thy Mind have 
ſo raviſh'd my Soul, that if I lov'd thee when thou 
walt fair, I adore thee now thou art — 
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To confirm this Truth, give me thy Hand; and 
receiving her right Hand, and holding it in his, 
he proceeded; I here promiſe thee upon Oath, 
Iſabella, deareſt half of my Heart, to be thy 
Husband, and I am ſo from this Inſtant, if thou 
wilt exalt me ſo far as to be thine. 
ISABELLA was in ſuſpence at Ricaredo's 
Words, and her Parents were aſtoniſh'd. She 
knew not what to ſay, nor cou'd do any thing 
but kiſs his Hand ſeveral times, and tell him 


with a Voice mingled with Tears, that ſhe ac- 


cepted him for her Lord, and yielded her ſelf his 
Servant. X icaredo kiſs'd that Face in its Foulne ſs, 
which he had never had the Boldneſs to ſalute 
when it was fair; and Iſabella's Parents ſolem- 
niz'd the Nuptials with a Flood of affectionate 
Tears. Ricareds told them, he wou'd delay his 
Marriage with the Scotiſß Lady in the manner 
as they ſhou'd ſee; and that when his Father 
had a mind to ſend them all three to Spain, they 
ſhou'd not refuſe it, but depart, and expect him 


in two Years at Cadiz or Seville, within which 
time he engag'd to be with them, if Heaven 


prolong'd his Life; and that if they did not 
hear of him then, they might certainly con- 
clude, ſome great Impediment, or Death, which 
was more certain, had prevented him. Jſabella 
reply'd, ſhe wou'd wait for him not only two 
Years, but her whole Life, till ſhe was fully 
aſſur d he was dead; for the ſame Moment ſhe 
8 that, ſhe ſhou'd alſo conclude her 
ays. | =) 5 
Wir theſe tender Expreſſions, the Tears 


ran afreſh from all their Eyes; and Kicarede 


went to acquaint his Parents that he cou'd on no 
Account Marry the Scozep Lady, till he had 


been 
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been to purge his Conſcience at Rome; and gave 
them ſuch Reaſons for it, that as Cliſterna, 
(which was the Lady's Name) and her Rela- 
tions that were with her, were all Catholics, 
they eaſily aſſented, and Cliſterna was content 
to remain in her Father-in-Law's Houſe till 
Ricaredo ſhou'd return, who ask'd a Year's time 
to perforin the Voyage. 

THe thing being thus agreed, Clotaldo told 


him, he was reſolv'd to fend Iſabella and her 


Parents to Spain, if the Queen wou'd give him 
leave; and that perhaps the Air of her own 
Country wou'd facilitate her Health, which ſhe 
now began to recover. Kicaredo, not tobetray 
the leaſt Intimation of his own ' Deſign, coldly 


 anſwer'd his Father, he might act as he thought 


beſt, only he deſir'd him not to take from 7/a- 


bella any part of the rich Preſents the Queen had 
deen pleas'd to make her. Clotaldo promis'd he 


wou'd not, and the fame Day he went to beg 


Leave of the Queen both to Marry his Son to 


Cliſterua, and to ſend Iſabella and her Parents 


to Spain. 


THe Queen conſented, and approv'd of his 
Reſolution; and at the ſame time, without con- 
ſuliing the Lawyers or bringing her to a Tryal, 
ſhe condemn'd Arneſto's Mother to loſe her 
Place, and to pay Iſabella ten thouſand Crowns 
in Gold; and her Son, for making the Chal- 
lenge, ſhe baniſh'd for ſix Years. In lefs than 
four Days the Fine was paid, and Arzejiv was 
ready to comply with his Sentence. 
- THE Queen ſent to a rich Merchant, a 
French. man, living in London, who correſ{pond- 


ed in France, Italy, and Spain, and deliver'd the 


ten thouſand Crowns to him, deſiring him to 
9 . give 
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gire her a Bill of Exchange for paying them to 
ſſabella's Father in Seville or ſome other Town 
in Hain. The Merchant ask'd no Allowance 
far ir, but promis'd to give her Majeſty a Bill 
upon his Correſpondent in France, which ſhou'd 
be certainly anſwer'd in Seville, in this manner; 
he wou'd write to Paris, to have a Bill drawn 
by his Correſpondent there, for an Ergli/b Bill 
wou'd not be honour'd, becauſe of the Prohi- 
bition of Commerce between England and 
Spain, and that the Money wou'd be imme- 
diately pay'd at Seville upon a Letter of Ad- 
vice from Paris, which he would fend with a 
private Mark. In ſhort, the Queen took ſuch 
Security of the Merchant, that ſhe made no 
doubt of certain Payment; and not content 
with this, ſhe ſent for the Maſter of a Hlemiſb 
Veſſel, that was to fail the next Day to France, 
only-to charge him to take a Certificate in ſome _ 
French Port, that he might thereby be admitted 
in the Spaviſh Harbours, earneſtly deſiring him 
to take Iſabella and her Parents on Board, aud 
uſe them well, and ſet them on Shore at the 
firſt Place he arriv'd at in Spain. The Miſter, 
who was Willing to pratify her Mayrſty, un- 
dertook it, and promis'd to land them either 

at Lisbon, Cadix, or Seville. | 
AFTER this, the Queen ſent to Clotaldo not 
to touch any thing that belong'd to IJſabella, 
either her Jewels or Clothes; and the next Day 
Iſabella and her Parents came to take Leave of 
the Queen, who receiv'd them very graciouſly. 
She gave them the Merchant's Letter, and ſeve- 
ral Preſents, both in Money and other Things, 
to ſerve them in their Voyage; and IJſabella 
return'd Her Thanks in ſuch Expreſſions, _n 
e 
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ſhe left the Queen under freſh 'Obligations to 
ſerve her. She took leave alſo of the Ladies, 
who did not deſire her going, but wou'd have 
been glad to enjoy her Converſation, now ſhe 
was deform'd, the Envy they bore her for her 
Beauty being at an End. The Queen embrac'd 
them all three, and wiſhing them and the Ma- 
ſter ofthe Ship a happy Voyage, and charging [/a- 
bella to ſend her Word of her ſafe Arrival, and 
always to let her hear of her Health by the 


French Merchant, ſhe diſmiſs'd them. They em- 


bark'd that Evening, not without the Tears of 


Clotaldo and his Wife, and all the Family, who 


lov'd them extremely. 
RIGCGAREDO was not preſent at the part- 
ing ; but to avoid ſhewing his Concern, had 
made a Hunting-Match that Day with ſome of 
bis Friends. Catalina gave Iſabella ſeveral ſorts 
of Proviſion for the Voyage, with a world of 
Embraces, and amultitude of Tears, and begg'd 


her over and over to write to her; and Iſabella 
and her Friends made an equal Return in Ac- 


knowledgments, inſomuch that they left them 
highly ſatisfy'd, tho' in Tears. 

TE Veſſel faild that Night, and having 
with a proſperous Gale made the Coaſt of 
France, they took the proper Certificates for 
paſſing to Spain. In thirty Days they paſs'd the 
Barr of Cadiz, where Iſabella and her Parents 


went on Shore, and being known by the whole 


City, they were receiv'd with great Tokens of 
Joy. A Thouſand Congratulations were made 
them for the Recovery of 1/abella, and for their 
double Freedom, from the Moors firſt and 
taſtly fromthe Exgliſp; for their Story was On 
| Y 
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by the Priſoners whom Ricaredo had gene- 
rouſly ſet at Liberty. a 
ISABELLA, in the mean time, began to 
. * great hopes of returning to her former 
Beauty. They continu'd at Cadiz little more 
than a Month, to refreſn them from the Fatigues 
of their Voyage, and then they went direct ſy to 
Seville to fee whether the ten Thouſand Crowns 
wou'd be paid, which the French Merchant had 
undertaken to remit. They enquir'd out the 
Perſon who was to anſwer them, and gave him 
the Letter of the French Merchant at London. 
He knew it, but ſaid, he cou'd not pay the Mo- 


ney till he had receiv'd Advice from France, 


which he expected every Hour. Iſabella's Pa- 
rents hir'd a very good Houſe facing the Con- 
vent of Santa Paula, where they had a Kinſ- 
woman, who was fam'd for the Sweetneſs of her 
Voice, both to be near her, and becauſe Iſabella 
had told Ricaredo that if he came to look after 
her, he wou'd find her at Seville, and that a 
Couſin of hers, a Nun of Santa Paula, wou'd 
dire& him to her Houſe; and that in order to 
meet with her Couſin, he needed only to ask 
for the Nun who had the beſt Voicein the Mo- 
naftery, which was a Token he wou'd not eaſily 
forget. . 

TE x waited forty Days for a Letter of 
Advice from Paris; and in two Days after it 
came, the Merchant paid Iſabella the ten Thou- 
ſand Crowns, and ſhe gave them to her Father; 
who with them, and a farther Sum which he 
tais'd by ſelling ſome of Iſabella's Jewels, be- 
gan to Merchandiſe again, to the Admiration 
of thoſe who knew the great Loſſes he had ſuf- 
fer'd. In a word ; ina few Months his Credit 
| Fo reviv'd, 
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reviv'd, and [/abella's Original Beauty return'd, 
inſomuch that in ſpeaking of pretty Women, all 
gave the Laurel to the ENGLISH LADY OF 
PAIN, for ſhe was as much known thro? the 
whole City by that Name, as by her Beauty. | 
By the Freach Merchant's Direction, e i 
and her Parents wrote Word of their Arrival 
to the Queen of Exgland, with all the humble Ac- 
knowledgments and Thanks which they ow'd 
for the many Favours her Majeſty had ſhewn 
them; they wrote alſo to Clotaldo, and his La- 
dy, whom Jſabella ſtyl'd her Father and Mother, 
and her Parents their Lords. They had no An- 
ſwer from the Queen, but they receiv'd one from 
. Claldo and his Wife, who congratulated them 
uvpon their Arrival, and inform'd them that the 
next Day after they ſail'd, their Son Ki- 
caredo ſet out for France and other Countries, 
adding alſo a world of kind Expreſſions, and 
Offers of Friendſhip. They anſwer'd this Let- 
ter with another which abounded with Compli- 
ments and Gratitude. ; 
ISABELLA immediately imagin'd Rica- 
redo had left England to follow her into Spain, 
and elevated with this Hope, ſhe led the plea- 
ſanteſt Life in the World, and endeavour'd to 
behave her felf ſo, that when he came to Se- 
ville, he ſhou'd hear the Fame of her Virtues, 
before he found the Houſe where ſhe dwelt. 
She ſeldom or never went abroad, unleſs to the 
| Monaſtery. She never frequented the Walks 
by the River-ſide, nor went tothe * Triana nor 


565 


4 Gate in Seville, which opens on a Bridge of Boats, 
and leads to a beautiful Suburb, where are a great many 
curious Sights, I» | | 


the 
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the Diverſions in the Field de Tablada, and the 
Gate of Xeres and St. Sebaſtian; to which in 
fair Weather reſorts an infinite Multitude of 
People. In a word, ſhe ſaw no publick Re- 
joycings, nor any Feſtival; but employ'd her 
ſelf wholly in Retirement, Devotion, and good 
Thoughts, expecting Kicaredo's coming. f 
THIS Privacy of [ſabella inflam'd the Hearts, 
not only of the gay young Gentlemen of the 
Neighbourhood, but of all who had once ſet 
Eyes on her; and accordingly the Street was 
full of Serenades at Night, and Careers by Day. 
And from her not ſuffering her ſelf to be ſeen, 
and their Impatience to ſee her, the convenient 
Matrons, the Procureſſes, were call'd in for Aſ- 
ſiſtance, who promis'd to ſpare no Pains nor 
Art to work upon the Lady; nor were ſome 
wanting to uſe Sorceries and Charms, and ſuch 
like ridiculous Fancies; but under all their Aſ- 
faults, 1ſabella ſtood like a Rock in the midſt of 
the Sea, which is afſaild by the Winds and Bil- 
lows, but not remov'd from its Place. F 
A Year and a half was now paſt, when the 
Time of Ricaredo's Promiſe drawing nigh, * 
bella's Heart began to be more deeply affected 
than ever. Sometimes ſhe thought he was come, 
and that ſhe had him before her Eyes, and en- 
quir'd of him, what were the Impediments that 
had detain'd him from her ſo long; and now ſhe 
imagin'd ſhe heard him making his Excuſes; and 
then ſhe forgave him, and embrac'd him; and 
as ſhe was receiving him with Tranſports of 
Affection, a Letter was put into her Hand from 


the Lady Catalina, dated above a Month ſince 
from London. "TOE TOM 9 
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My Dear Davghter, 

YOU kzow Ricaredo's Page Guillarte; he ac- 
= company'd his Maſter in the Voyage, which I 
formerly acquainted you my Son made to France, 
and other Parts, the Day after your Departare. 


At frxtceen Months Eng, in all which Time we 
bad heard nothing of my Son, Guillarte came 


home, and brought us News, that Arneſto had 


 &iIPd Ricaredo by Treachery in France. Imagine 


into what a Condition his Father and my ſelf are 
brought, aud his Spouſe, by ſuch melancholic Ti- 
dings; ſuch I ſay, as leave us no Room to doubt of 
var Miifortune. That which Clotaldo and I re- 
peatedly beg of you, is to remember Ricaredo, 
who well deſerv'd it of you, ſo dearly did he love 
you; and to implore of Heaven, for us, Patience, 
and a happy End, while we ask for you and your 
Parents many Years of Life. fs 


TRE Letter, and the Hand, wou'd not ſuf- 
fer Iſabella in the leaſt to queſtion her Husband's 
Death. She knew the Page Guillarte very well, 
that he was an honeſt truſty Lad, and cou'd have 
no Intereſt nor Inclination to feign the Murder, 


and much leſs the Lady Catalina, who cou'd 


have no Advantage in ſending ſuch diſmal News. 
In a word, no Reaſoning, nor Suppoſition that 
ſhe cou'd frame, was able to drive it out of 


her Thoughts, that this dreadful Accident was 
ö 


HAVING read the Letter without Tears, or 
ſnewing any Signs of Grief, ſhe roſe from her 
Seat, and with-a Countenance unalter*d, and a 
Breaſt in Appearance calm, paſs'd to the Oia- 


tory, and kuceling down, vow'd to enter her 
2 telf 
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ſelf a Nun, ſince ſhe might lawfully do it now ſhe 
was become a Widow. Her Parents prudently 
conceal'd their Concern at the News, in order 
to comfort their Daughter under her Affliction; 
who being as it were reconcild to her Sorrow, 
ſupported her ſelf under it by the Reſolution ſhe 
had taken; and comforted her Parents, to whom 
ſhe diſcover'd her Intention; they advis'd her 
not to put it in Execution, till the two Years 
were paſs'd, which Ricaredo had appointed for 
his Arrival, and thereby the Truth of his Death 
were confirm'd, and ſhe might the more ſafely 
change her Condition. {/abe//acomply*d ; and the 
 Kemainder of the two Years ſhe ſpent in reli- 
gious Exerciſes, to prepare her ſelf for the Mo- 
naſtery ; having choſen that of Santa Paula, to 
which her Couſin belong'd. 5 

THe Time expir'd, and the Day was fix'd 
for her tak ing the Habit; and the News of it be- 
ing blown thro” the City, the Monaſtery and the 
Space between that and the Houſe was fill'd with 
thoſe who knew Jabella by Sight, and thoſe who 
knew her only by Fame; and her Father ſending to 
his Friends and ſeveral others, [/abella had one of 
the nobleſt Trains to attend her, that had eyerbeen 
ſeen on the like Occaſion in Seville. There was 
the Aſſiſtant and Curate of the Church, and the 
Archbiſhop's Vicar, with all the Ladies and 
Gentlemen of Quality in the City; ſo earneſt 
were they all to behold the Sun of Tſabella's 
Beauty, which had been eclips'd ſo many 

Months; and as it is the Cuſtom for all young 
Virgins who take the Habit, to be dreſs'd as fine 
as poſſible, as being from that Moment to re- 
nounce all Gayety for ever; Iſabella choſe to be 
richly adorn'd, and accordingly put on the ſame 

N 2 Clothes 
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Clothes as ſhe wore when ſhe waited upon the 
Queen of England, with the Pearls, the rich 
Diamond, the Neckince, and Girdle; and made 
ſo radiant an Appearance, that all the SpeQa- 
tors bleſs'd themſelves at the Sight. 


© SHE ſet out on foot; for the Monaſtery was 


fo near, there was no need of Coaches. The 
Concourſe was ſo great, that they repented they 
had not come in Coaches, the Croud not making 
Way for them to get to the Monaſtery. Some 
bleſs'd her Parents, and others Heaven for having 
beſtow'd ſuch exquiſite Beauty on her; theſe 
ſtood on tip-toe to ſee her, and thoſe having 
{een her once, ran eagerly before to ſee her a- 
gain. But he that was moſt ſolicitous in this kind, 
and was taken notice of for it, was a Man dreſs'd 
in the Habit of thoſe who are redeem'd from 
Captivity, and wear the Badge of the Holy 
Trinity on their Breaſt, in T oken that they 
were ranſom'd by Charity. This Captive, juſt 
as Iſabella had ſet one Foot within the Gate of 
the Convent, where the Prioreſs and the Nuns, 
with the Crucifix, according to Cuſtom, ſtood 
ready to receive her, call'd out aloud, Hold 1/a- 
bella, hold, for as long as I am alive, you cannot 
be a Nun. ; , 
Ax theſe Words, IJſabella and her Parents 
turn'd their Eyes, and ſaw the Captive forcing 
his Way to them thro” the Crowd; and the 
round blue Bonnet he had on his Head falling 
off, diſcover'd a Length of bright curling Hair, 
and a Face of clear Red and White, by which 
all the Company preſently diſtinguiſh'd him to 
be a Foreig et. In a Word, ſometimes falling, 
and then recovering his Feet, he came up at laſt 
to /ſabeiia, and taking her by the Hand; Don't 
12 4 e "vol 
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you know me, Iſabella? (aid he; ſee, I am Ri- 
caredo thy Husband. I know thee, ſaid ſhe, if 
thou art not ſome Phantom come hither to- 
trouble my Repoſe. Her Parents took hold on 
him, and viewing him ſtrictly, ſoon found the Cap- 
tive was truly Kicaredo, who, with Tears in his 
Eyes falling on his Knees before Iſabella, beg'd 
that the Strangeneſs of his Habit might not hin- 
der her knowing him, nor the Lowneſs of his 
Fortune prevent her anſwering the Engagement 
which had paſs'd between them. 
 1S$ABELLA, in ſpite of the Impreſſion 
which the Letter of Ricaredo's Mother, inform- 
ing her of his Murder, had made in her Me- 
mory, choſe to believe her Eyes, and the Truth 
which was now evident before her; and embra- 
cing the Captive, You are undoubtedly, ſaid ſhe, 
the Man who alone can hinder my pious Reſo- 
Nation; you are undoubtedly the Sovereign of 
my Heart, for you are my real Husbaud; I bear 
you imprinted in my Mind, and engraven in my 
Heart. The News of your Death, which your 
Mother ſent me, tho' it did not end my 
Days, made me chuſe a religious Life, and I 
was entering upon ft this Moment: But fince 
it has pleas'd Heaven by ſo juſt an Impediment 
to declare it (elf againſt it, I neither can nor muſt 
oppoſe its Will. Come to my Father's Houſe, 
which is yours, and I will there put you in 
Poſſeſſion of my Perſon. 2 FE 
Tux E Standers-by, with the Aſſiſtant, the Vi- 
ear and the Arch-biſhop's Curate, heard all theſe 
Expreflions, and were ſurpriz'd at them, and 
deſir'd they might immediately be inform'd 
what was this Story, and who the Stranger was; 
and what- was the Marriage they mentioned: 
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Jabella's Father reply'd, that the Story requir'd 
another Place, and larger Time to relate it; 
and therefore he deſir'd thoſe who were willing 


to hear it, to turn back with him to his Houſe, 


which was juſt by, and there they ſhou'd have 


It recited in ſuch a manner, that the Truth of 


it would ſatisfie them, and the Strangeneſs of 
the Event ſurprize them. 3 | 
Af this, one of the Company raifing his 


Voice, Gentlemen, ſays he, this young Fellow 


3s a great Engliſh Pirate; I know him; he is the 
ſame as took the Portugueſe Ship that was 
coming from the Indies, from the Corſairs of 
Algiers; I am certain I know him, he gave me 
my Freedom, and Money to bring me home 
to Spain; and not only to me, but to three hun- 
dred Captives beſide. 5 3 
Tn1s ſet the whole Crowd in an Uproar, 
and made them impatient to ſee this perplex'd 
Affair unravel'd. The chief Gentry, with the 
Aſſiſtant, and the Eccleſiaſtical Officers, waited 


upon Iſabella to her Houſe, leaving the Nuns 


very much troubled, and lamenting the loſs of 
their beautiful Siſter, who leading the Company 
into a large Hall, deſir'd them to fit down, 
Tho' Ricaredo was very Willing to relate his 
Story himſelf, he thought it better in every re- 
ſpect to leave it to Iſabella, becauſe he cou'd 


not ſpeak Spauiſp readily. The Afﬀembly were 


all ſilent, and very attentive when ſhe began the 
Relation. She told them every Thing that had 
happen'd from the Day Clotaldo carry d her firſt 
from Cadix, to her Return; R:ceredo's Fight 
with the Turks; his Generoſity to the Chriſtian 
Captives; their mutual Engagement to be Man 
and Wife; his Promiſe to be with her in two 
| IE Years, 


The Spaniſh Lady of England. 252 


Years, and the News ſhe had receiv'd of his 


Death, which ſeem'd ſo certain, that it caus'd 

her to take up that Reſolution of becoming a 
Nun. She magnify'd the Kindneſs of the Eng- 
{i/h Queen, and the Character of R:caredo and 
his Parents; referring it to him, to acquaint them 


with what had paſs'd ſince he left London till 


now, when they ſaw him in the Habit of a 
_ Captive, and with the Marks of having been 
ranſom'd by Charity. 34 


I am ſo, anſwer'd Ricaredo, and ſhall in few: 
Words recount my various Misfortunes. Hav- 


ing left Loxdon, to avoid the Match which I 
cou'd by no means conſent to with the Scotiſh 
Lady, to whom, as Habella inform'd you, my 
Parents intended to marry me, I took with me 
Guillarte the Page, who, as my Mother writes, 
brought the News to London of my Mur- 
der, and paſſing thro* France, arriv'd at Rome; 


where having confeſs'd my felf to the Grand 


Penitentiary, and receiv'd Abſolution, I viſited 
the principal Churches I pay'd ſixteen hundred 
of the two Thouſand Crowns I had with me 
in Gold, to a Banker, who gave me a Bill upon 
one Roqui a Hlorentine; and deſigning, with the 
four hundred which remain'd, to go to Spain, 


I ſet out for Genoa, where I had heard there 


were ſome Gallies belonging to the State ready 

to ſail for Span. 0 e 
GUILLARTE and J arriv'd at a Place 

call'd Apuapendente, which is the laſt Town in 


the Road from Rome to Florence, which is under 


the Pope; and there at the Inn where alighted, 


I found Arze/t-, my mortal Enemy, diſguis'd and 


muffled up, with four Servants. 1 concluded he 
knew me; and 1 5 to ſhut my ſelf up in a 


Room 
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Room with my Page, and in the Evening to 


change my Quarters ; but I did not; for by || 


their Diſregard I concluded they had not diſ- 
cover'd me. I ſupp'd in my Chamber, faſt- 
en'd the Door, laid my Sword ready, and re- 
commending my ſelf to Heaven, wou'd not go 
into Bed. My Man flept; and I laid down 
upon a Bench and fell half aſleep; but a little 
before Midnight, they awaken'd me in or- 


der to make me fleep my laſt. The Earl and 


his Servants, as I underſtood afterwards, diſ- 
charg'd four Pocket-Piſtols at me, and lea- 
ving me for dead, immediately took Horſe, 
and rode off, bidding the Hoſte ſee me bury'd, for 
I was a Gentleman of figure. 8 
M y Servant, as the Hoſte inform'd me, wak'd 


at the Noiſe, and in the F rightleap'd out ata Win- 


dow which open'd into a Court- yard, and crying 
My Maſter is murder'd ! my Maſter is murder'd! 
ran out of the Inn ; and ſo great was his Terror,that 
he made his Flight in all Haſte to Exgland, and 
arriving at London, carry'd home the News of 


my Death. 


THE People of the Inn got up, and found 


me wounded with four Bullets, and ſeveral ſmall 


Shot, but they all happen'd to light. in ſuch Parts, 
that none of them was mortal. I was cur'd, but 


Was not in a Condition to travel in two Months; 


after which, I went to Genoa, where there was 


no other Paſſage to be had, than two ſmall Boats, 


which I and two noble Spaniards hir'd ; one of 
them was to fail before to keep a Look-out, while 
we follow'd in the other. In this cautious Man- 
ner we coaſted it along the Shore, not intending 
to launch out; but coming to a Place call'd the 


Three Maries, on the Coaſt of Fraxce, with our 
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Scout Veſſel a-head, two Tarliſh Gallies unfor- 
tunately iſſu'd out of a Creek, and one of them 


ſtood to the Sea, and the other to the Shore, and 


as we endeavour'd to make to Land, inter- 


cepted our Way, and took us Priſoners; they 


ſtripp'd us[to the Skin as they carry'd us on board 


their Gally, and rifling the Boats of all they had,. 


ſuffer'd them to run en Shore, without finking. 
them, ſaying they might ſerve to bring them ano- 
ther Booty. You may believe me, when I ſay 
this Captivity pierc'd me to the Soul; I loſt alſo 
my Certificates from Rome, and the Bill of Ex- 
change for the ſixteen hundred Crowns; but it 
was their good Fortune to fall into the Hands of 
2 Chriſtian Captive, a Spaniard, who took Care 
of them; for if they had met with them, my Ran- 
ſom. wou'd have coſt me at leaſt the Sum men- 


tioned in the Bill, which thoſe Wretches wou'd 


have examin'd very exactly. 


TAE carry'd us to Algier, where I found 


the Fathers of the Holy Trinity ranſoming Cap- 
tives; I ſpoke to them, and told them who! 


was; and tho' I was a Stranger, they had the 


Charity to redeem me in this manner; they were 
to give three hundred Ducats, one hundred in 
Hand, and two hundred when the Society's Ship 
return'd to ranſom the Father of the Order. who 
remain'd in Algier for Security of four thouſand 
Ducats which he had promis'd, more than he had 
brought with him; for the Compaſſion of thoſe 
honeſt Friars is ſo great, that they reſign their 


ewn Liberty to obtain another's, and lye there 


in Captivity to releaſe other Captives. 


To add to the Happineſs of my Freedom, I 


found my Papers and the Bill of Exchange. I 
ſnew'd it to the good Father who had ranſom'd 
me, and offer'd him five hundred Ducats beſide 
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my Ranſom, toward his Diſcharge. It was al- 
moſt a Year before there came any News of the 
Ship, and if J were to relate what happen'd to 
me in that Time, it wou'd make a new Hiſtory. 
it ſelf; I ſhall only ſay, one of the twenty Turks 
whom I releas'd with the Chriſtians, as you have 
heard, knew me; and was ſo grateful and juſt, 
that he wou'd not diſcover me; for if the ZTarks 
had underſtood that I was the Man who had ſunk 
two of their Veſſels, and reſcu'd the Indian Ship 
out of their Hands, they wou'd either have pre- 

| ſented me to the Grand Signior,or taken away my 
Life; and to be preſented to the Grand Signior 
had been to have loſt my Liberty for ever. 

IN a Word; the old Father return'd with 
me to Spain, with fifty other Captives whom he 
had ranſom'd. In Yalencia we made a general 
Proceſſion, and from thence every one ſeparated 
to the Place he lik*d beſt, bearing the Badges of 
their Liberty, which is the Habit you ſee. I ar- 
riv'd in this City to-day, in ſuch Impatience to 
ſee my dear Iſabella, that * nothing elſe, 
I enquir'd directly for this Monaſtery, where J 


was to hear News of her. My Succeſs you 


know; it only remains for you to ſee the Papers 
and Certificates I mention'd, to prove the Truth 

of my Story, which is as ſurpriſing as real. 
HaviNne faid this, he produc'd them, and 
deliver'd them to the Vicar, who examin'd them 
with the Aſſiſtant, and found no Reaſon to que- 
ttion the Truth of Rzcaredo's Relation; and for 
the greater Confirmation, it pleas'd Heaven to 
order it ſo, that the Florentine Merchant, upon 
whom the Bill was drawn, was preſent , who 
deſit'd to ſee the Bill, acknowledg'd it when it 
was ſhewn him, and agreed to pay it on the 
Spot, having had Advice of it ſeveral Months a- 
| ; | Soe. 
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o. All which added Surprize to Surprize, and 
Wende to Wonder, and Kicaredo repeated his 
generous Promiſe of the five hundred Ducats. 

TAE Aſſiſtant embrac'd Rzcaredo and Iſabel- 
la's Parents and her ſelf, and offer'd them his 
Service in a very obliging Manner; the two 
Eccleſiaſtics did the ſame, and deſir'd Iſabella to 
put down her Story in Writing, for the Archbi- 
ſhop to read it; ſhe promis'd them ſhe wou'd. 
The profound Silence which had engag'd all the 

By-ſtanders to liſten to the Story, broke out in 
loud Thankſgivings to Heaven for theſe miracu- 
lous Deliverances, and having from the higheſt 
to the meaneit congratulated Iſabella and Ricare- 
do, and her Parents, they departed. They begg'd 
the Aſſiſtant to do them the Honour of his Com- 
pany at their Wedding, which they deſign'd to 
celebrate in eight Days. He was pleas'd with the 
Invitation, and the Ceremony was perform'd in 
the Preſence of the chief Perſons of the City. 

By theſe Revolutions and Circumſtances 1/a- 
bella's Parents recover'd their Daughter, and re- 
pair*d their Fortune; and ſhe, by the Favour of 
Heaven, and the Merit of her many Virtues, in 
ſpite of ſuch great Difficulties and Impediments, 
obtain'd ſo conſiderable a Husband as Rrcaredo; 
with whom, they ſay, ſhe is now happily living in 
the Houſe they hir'd over-againſt the Monaſtery 
of Santa Paula, which they afterwards purchas'd- 
of a Gentleman of Burgos, call'd Hernando Ci- 
Fuentes. And this Novel may teach us the migh= 
ty Power of Beauty and of Virtue, ſince both of 
them united, or each aſunder, is able to make even 
their Enemies in Love with them; and that Hea- 
ven knows how to produce our greateſt Happi- 
neſs from our greateſt Misfortunes. ww 
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Tranſlated from the Sasiſo Original of 
ue! Cervantes de Saavedra. 


CORNELIA 


LADY CORNELIA. 


— AY ON Antonio de Yanga, and Don 
tlemenof the ſame Age, and intimate 
PFriends, being Students together at 
Salamanca, reſolv'd to leave their 
Studies, and go to Flawders, im- 

pell'd by the Heat of youthful Blood} and a De- 
fire (as tis calFd) of ſeeing the World; think- 
ing the Exerciſe of Arms, tho? it qualifies and 
becomes every one, - principally becomes thoſe 
who are deſcended of noble Blood. 9179 
Thx arriv'd in Flanders, at a Time when a 
Peace was concluded, or very near at hand. At 
Antwerp they receiv'd a Letter from their Pa- 
rents, blaming them very highly for having quit- 
ted their Studies without giving them Notice, 
that they might have equipp'd them agreeably to 
their Rank. Upon which, they determin'd to 
return to Spain, ſince there was nothing for 
them to do in Flanders; but firſt they were wil- 
ling to viſit the moſt celebrated Cities of Fr 
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After they had ſeen them, they ſetled at Bolonia, 


and being extremely taken with the noble Uni- 
verſity there, they deſign'd to improve that. Op- 
portunity to reſume their Studies. They ſent 
Advice of this to their Fathers, who were pleas'd 
with it to the Heart, and teitify'd their Satiſ- 
faction by ſupplying them very handſomely, that 
they might be able to live in ſuch a Manner as 
ſhou'd ſhew what they were, and of what Fa- 
milies they were born. Accordingly the firſt 
Day they appear'd in the Public Schools, every 
one perceiv'd them to be Gentlemen well edu- 
cated, and of good Parts. Hits <A 
Don Antonio was about four and twenty, 
and Don Juan had not exceeded twenty fix; and 
at this Age they had both of them accompliſh'd 
themſelves very finely in good Breeding, Poetry 
and Muſic; by which _ acquir'd the Eſteem 
of all Converſations. They preſently made 
themſelves ſeveral Friends, as well the Span: 
Students, who reſort very much to that Univer- 
fity, as Natives of the Place and Foreigners. 
Their Behaviour was open and ceurteous to all, 
and free from that ſullen Haughtineſs which is 
generally imputed to the Spaniards. As they 
were young and ſpritely, they were not diſ- 
pleas'd with obſerving the beautiful Women of 
the City; and tho” there were a great many both 
marry'd and ſingle, who were fam'd for their 
Virtue, and their Beauty, the Lady Cornelia 
Bentivogli ſutpaſs'd the reſt, being of the an- 
cient and noble Family of the Bentivoglio's, 
who were, ſometimes Lords of Bolonia. 
CORNELIA was wonderfully lovely, and 
was under the Guardianſhip of Lorenzo Benti- 
vog li her Brother, a brave and honourable Gen- 
5 tleman; 
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tleman; for their Father and Mother were both 
dead; who tho' they had left them Orphans, 
had left them very rich; and Riches are no 
little Relief to that unhappy State. Cornelia's 
Circumſpection was ſuch, and ſuch was her 
Brother's Solicitude in watching her, that ſhe 
neither ſaffer*d her ſelf to be ſeen, nor did he 
conſent that any ſhou'd ſee her. The Report of 
this made Don Juan, and Don Antonio, impa- 
tient to get a Sight of her, tho' it were in the 
Church; but their Endeavours were ineffectual, 
and the Impoſſibilty of the Thing leaving them 
no proſpect of Succels, their Deſire abated; and 

therefore purſuing only the Pleaſure of their 
Studies, and ſome innocent Diverſions of Youth, 
they led a Life as chearful as honeſt. They 
welt out very ſeldom by Night, and when they 
did, it was both together, and well arm'd. = 

IT happen'd tho?, that deſigning to go abroad 
one Night, Don Antonio told Don Juan, he 
choſe to ſtay behind a little to perform certain 
Devotions, but that if he went out, he wou'd 
follow him immediately. By no means, ſaid Don 
Juan, I will ſtay for you; befides, if we ſnou'd 
not go at all, it is no great Matter. I wou'd not 
have you omit it for the World, reply'd Auto- 
nio; pr'ythee go take the Air, for I'll certainly be 
with you in an Inſtant, if you walk our uſual 

Way. As for that, anſwer'd Don Juan, do 
juſt as you pleaſe; farewel; I ſhall take the ſame 
Path as formerly; and having ſaid this, he left 
him, and went out. 79] 

Tre Night was dark, and it was eleven a 
Clock; when Don Ja an having paſs'd'thro' two 
or three Streets, and meeting no Company, re- 

foly'd to return; and as he was walking _ a 
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Street, where there were ſeveral Portico's ſup- 


ported by Pillars of Marble, he heard a Hem- 
ing at one of the Doors. The Darkneſs of the 
Night, and the Blindneſs of the Portico, made 
it impoſible for him to gueſs who it was that 
hem'd. He ſtood ſtill a little, and liſten'd, 
and perceiving a Door open half-way, he went 
up tO it, and heard a low Voice cry, Are you 


Fabio? Don Fuan, in jeſt or in earneſt, anſwer'd 


Yes. Here, take it then, reply'd the Perſon from 

within, and ſecure it ſomewhere, and come back 
immediately, for *tis of the utmoſt Conſequence, 
Don Jaan reach'd out his Hand, and felt ſome- 
thing bulky, and going totake it with one Hand, 
he found there was occaſion. for both: He had 
ſcarcely receiv'd it, when the Door was ſhut, 
and he was left in the Street with a Bundle in 


his Arms, without knowing what it was; but: 


in a trice, a Child ſet up its Cry, like an Infant 
new-barn, at which Don Juan was confounded 
and amaz'd, and at a loſs what to do, or what 
Courſe to take in ſo untoward a Caſe. If he 
went back to the Houſe, he thought he ſhou'd 
run a very great Risk whoſe the Child might 
prove to be; and if he left it at the Door, the 
poor Babe itſelf wou'd bein Danger ; if he carry'd. 
it home with him, he had no body there to look. 
after it, nor did he know any one in the whole 
City with whom to leave it. But as they had 
bid him come back the Moment he had fſfecur'd 
it, he reſoly'd to take it hame to his Lodging, 
and commit it to the Woman who waited on 
him and his Friend, and then to haſten back to 
fee whether his Aſſiſtance was wanted for any 
thing elſe, ſince it was plain they had taken _ | 
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for another Perſon, and had given him the Child 
by Miſtake. TTY | 

WHEN he came home with it, Don Antonio 
was not within ; he went into his Chamber, and 
calling up the Servant-Woman, open'd the In- 
fant, and diſcover'd as lovely a Boy as he had 
ever ſeen, and the Clothes in which it was 
wrap'd ſhew'd it belong'd to wealthy Parents. 
You muſt get a Nurſe for this pretty Babe, ſaid 
Don Juan, and ſhall order the Matter thus; 
take off theſe rich Mantles, and dreſs it in ordi- 
nary Clothes, and carry it privately to ſome 
Midwife's, for they are generally provided with 
all neceſlary Conveniences on theſe Occaſions; 
yon ſhall have Mony with you alſo ta fatisfy her, 
and may name whom you will for the Parents, 
to prevent its being known that I brought it 
home with me. The Woman promis'd to do 
as he bad her, and Don Juan made the beſt of 
his Way back again, to ſee if he ſhou'd have a 
ſecond Hem ; but juſt before he got to the Houſe, 
he heard a great Claſhing of Swords, as if ſeve- 
ral People were at it Pell-Mell. He ſtood and 
liſten'd, but did not hear a ſingle Word let fall: 
it was a filent Skirmiſh ; but by the Sparkles 
which the Swords ſometimes ſtruck out againſt 
the Stones, he cou'd diſcern as it were that there 
were ſeveral attacking one, and was confirm'd in 
the Truth of it, by hearing one of them cry out; 
Villains, Traytors, yon are many, and I am 
but one; however your Odds of Number ſhall 


Oo 


do you no Service. A $ 7 
Do Juan hearing and ſeeing this, his noble 
Heart beat within him, and at two Leaps he 
came up with them, and drawing his Sword 
with one Hand, and holding à Target, he had 
Ne e brought 
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brought with him, in the other, he told the ſingle 
Man in Italian, (that he might not be known tor 
a2 Spaniard) that he wou'd defend him; Never 
fear, Sir, ſaid he, I will ſupport you, and ſtand 
by yon with my Life; handle your Weapon, 
for Fraytors can do little, tho* they are many. 
That is a Lye, anſwer'd one of the other Party, 
there is no TI raytor here; for a Man may take 
all Advantages to recover his violated Honour. 
Heſaid no more; for the Fury with which Don 
Juan and the other attack'd their Enemies, who 
ſeem'd to Don Juan to be ſix, gave no farther 
time for Words. They preſs'd ſo hard on his 
Companion, that with two Thruſts which they 
gave him in his Breaſt at once, they laid him on 
the Ground. Don Juan thought they had k ill'd 
him, and with ſurprizing Agility and Valour 
oppos'd them all, and with a T empeſt of Thruſts 
and Blows forc'd them to give back. But his 

Bravery wou'd not have avaiPd, if Fortune had 
not befriended him, and brought the Neighbours 
to their Windows with Lights, who-call'd out 
for the Officers of Juſtice, at which the others 
drew off, and made their Retreat. on 

By this time, the fallen Perſon got up, for 
the Thruſts hit upon a Breaſt-Plate as hard as a 
Diamond. Don Juan had dropp'd his Hat in 
the Scuffle, and looking after it, found another, 
which he clapp'd on his Head, withont examin- 
ing whether it was his own. His Companion 
coming up ro him, Whoeveryou are, Sir, ſays 
he, I confeſs I owe my Life to you, which 
with my Eſtate and Power ſhall be ſpent in-your 
Service. Do me the Favour to tell me your 
Name and who you are, that I may know to 
whom I ſtand. indebted to ſhew my . 
2 45 ince 
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Since I am no way concern'd, anſwer'd Don 
Juan, I will not be uncivil; in Compliance 

therefore with your Requeſt,.and purely to grati- 
fy you, I tell you, I am a Spauiſb Cavalier, a 

Leader in this City; and if you ſhow'd happen to 
want my Service in any thing elſe, my Name is 
Don Juan de Gamboa. You are infinitely oblig- 
ing, Don Juan de Gamboa, reply'd the other; 1 
do not tell you my Name, nor who I am, be- 

cauſe I had rather you ſhou'd know it from o- 


thers than my ſelf, and I will take Care you ſhall 
be inform'd. f 6 


Do Juan ask'd him, if he was not wound- 
ed, becauſe he had ſeen him receive two violent 
Thruſts. He anſwer's, that a notable Breaſt- plate 
he had on, had, under Heaven, ſecur'd him ; but 
notwithſtanding. that, his Enemies wou'd have 
murder'd him, if he had not taken his Part. They 
diſcern'd now a Body of People mak ing towards 
them; If theſe are our Enemies, ſaid Don Jaan, 
prepare your ſelf, Sir, and ſhew your Courage. 
[ believe they are not Enemies but Friends, re- 
turn'd the other; and fo they were. They were 
eight in Number, and gathering round him who 
had been aſſaulted, ſpoke ſome Words to him, 
but ſo low and privately, that Don Juan did not 
hear them; the Perſon whom he had defended 
preſently went to Don Jaan, If my Friends, 
laid he, had not come to me, I wou'd by no 

means have parted with you, till you had fi- 
niſh'd your Undertaking of ſetting me in Safe- 
ty ; but now | beg you, in the kindeſt Manner, 
to leave me, which will -be a very great Fa- 
Noa. 
H Avic ſaid this, he felt on his Head, and 
miſs'd his Hat, and turning to his Friends, de- 


fir'd 
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ſir'd them to lend him a Hat, for he had loſt his 
own. He had hardly ſpoke, when Don Juan 
put that which he had found, upon his Head; the 
other having try'd it, return'd it to Don Yuan; 
This is none of mine, ſaid he, but I conjure you 
to carry it home as a Trophy of this Encounter, 
and take care of it, for I believe it is known. 
They ſupply'd him with another; and Don Juan, 
to anſwer his Deſire, having made a few ſhort 
_ Compliments, withdrew, not knowing who he 
was; and went home, without going towards the 
Door out ofwhich they had given him the Child, 
becauſe the whole Street ſeem'd to be awake, 
and alarm'd with the Quarrel, ak 
+ IT happen'd that as he was going to his Lodg- 
ing, he met Don Antonio de Yanca, his Com- 
ion, in the Mid-way, who knowing him, 
n Juan, ſays he, pray ſtep back a little with 
me, and as we walk I'll tell you the ſtrangeſt 
Adventure that has befallen me, you ever heard 
in your whole Life. I can tell you one as ſtrange, 
anſwer'd Don Juan; but let us go whither you 
will, and let me have your Story. You muſt 
know then, ſaid Antonio, who led the way, a- 
bout an Hour after you left me, I went ont 
to look for you, and leſs than thirty Paces 
from hence, | perceiv'd the Bulk of ſome body 
making towards me in the Dark; it advanc'd 
very faſt, and being nearer I diſcern'd it was a 
Woman in a long Gown, who with a Voice 
mterrupted with Sighs and Sobings, ask'd if 
I was a Stranger or a Native of the City. A 
Stranger, anſwer'd J, and a Spaniard. Heaven 
be prais'd, faid ſhe, for I wou'd not dye with- 
out Confeſſion. Are you wounded, Madam, 
faid I, or under ſome mortal Diſeaſe ? That 
which I carry about me, reply'd ſhe, may prove 
uc 
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ſuch, unleſs I have a ſpeedy Remedy. By the 
Generoſity therefore, by which your Nation is 
always diſtinguiſh'd, I beg you, noble Spaniard, 
to take me out of the Street, and carry me to 
your Lodging as quick as poffible; and there, if 
you deſite it, you ſhall know the Evil under 
which I labour, and who J am, tho! it be at the 
Expence of my Reputation. ee 
I imagin'd, by this, that the unhappy Creature 
was in need of the Relief the ask'd; and with- 
out any Reply I lent her my Hand, and by pri- 
vate Ways led her home to my Lodging. San- 
Ziſtevan, the Page, open'd the Door, but I fent 
him out of the way; and unſeen of him, had the 
Woman into my Chamber, who immediately 
threw her ſelf on my Bed in a Swoon. I ran 
to her, and uncovering her Face, which was 
muffled up in her Cloke, I ſaw the brighteſt 
Beauty human Eyes had ever beheld. She 
ſeem'd to be eighteen, tho? rather leſs than more. 
J ſtood ſurprir,'d at the hgh of her Charms; 
but made haſte to ſprinkle Water on her Face, - 
at which ſhe came to her felf, and ſigh'd moſt 

iteoufly. The firſt Word ſhe ſpoke to me, was, 
Do you know me, Sir? No, anſwer'd I, nor 
is fit I ſhou'd have the Happineſs to know ſo 
great a Beauty. Wretched, faid ſhe, is that 

eauty which Heaven has beſtow'd for the 
greater Miſery of the Poſſeſſor. But this is not 
a Time to commend Beauty, but ro remedy 
Misfortunes, I entreat you therefore to lock 
me in here and ſuffer no one to ſee me, and re- 
turn directly to the Place where you met me, 
and ſee if there are any Perſons in a Fray; take 
part with neither fide, but make Peace between 
them; for which ever is hurt, the Miſchief hy 4 
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light opon me. I have left her ſhut up, and am 
now. going to compoſe this Quarrel. 
HAvE you any thing more to ſay, Anto- 
nio? cry'd Don Juan. Then it ſeems, anſwer'd 
Antonio, I have not ſaid enough in ſaying I 
have under Lock and Key in my Chamber 
the fineſt Beauty in the World? 'Tis a ſtrange 
Adventure, without doubt, added Don Juan, 
but- now hear mine; upon which he told him 
all that happen'd, and how the Child he had 
light on was at home with their Woman, and 
that he had order'd her to change the rich Man- 
tles for ordinary ones, and carry the Infant to 
ſome Body to bring up, or at leaſt take care of 
it for the preſent : adding, that the Skirmiſh he 
was in queſt of was ended in Peace already, 
and that he had been in it himſelf; and, by what 
he cou'd judge, the Combatants were all Per- 
ſons of Worth and Honour. | 

. THEY were mutually ſurpriz'd at each o- 
ther's Adventure, and poſted back to their Lodg- 
ing, to ſee how it far'd with the lovely Priſo- 
ner. As they went, Antonio told Don Jaan, 
he had promis'd the Lady he wou'd not let 
her be ſeen by any, and not to enter the Room 
where ſhe was, unleſs alone, for ſhe wou'd not 
admit it to be otherwiſe. No matter for that, 
anſwer'd Don Juan; I ſhall find out ſome 
Stratagem to ſee her; I have ſuch an impatient 
Deſire for it, ſince you have magnify'd her 
Beauty. 

Tk came home, and by the Light which 
one of their three Pages brought out, Antonio 
caſt his Eyes on Don Juan's Hat, and ſaw it 
771 with Diamonds; he took it off into his 
land, and perceiv'd the ſparkling W 
i rom 
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from a Number of Diamonds ſet in a no- 
ble Hatband. They both view'd, and view'd 
it again, and concluded that if the Stones were 
all brilliant, as they ſeem'd to be, they muſt be 
worth above twelve thouſand Ducats. By thig 
they were convinc'd that the Perſons ingag'd 
in the Quarrel were of conſiderable Quality, 
eſpecially he whom Don Juan had ſuccour'd, 
who, he remember'd, had bid him take the Hat 
and keep it, for it was yery well known. 
Trey ſent away the Pages, and Antonio o- 
pen'd his Chamber Door, and found the Lady 
ſitting on the Bed, with her Cheek on her Hand, 
ſhedding Floods of Tears. Don Juan was fo 
eager to ſee her, that he veutur'd juſt to put in 
his Head, in which Inſtant the glittering of the 
Diamonds caught the Eyes of the diſconſolate 
Mourner, who looking up, Come in, my Lord 
Duke, ſaid ſhe, come in; why muſt the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing you beallow'd me ſo ſcantily? Madam, 
ſaid Antonio, here is no Duke, to ſhun theSight 
of you. No! reply'd the Lady; he that peep'd in 
- juſt now, is the Duke of Ferrara, who diſco- 
ver'd himſelf by the Richneſs of his Hat. Up- 
on my Word, anſwer'd Antonio, the Hat you 
ſaw was on the Head of no Duke, and if you 
pleaſe to undeceive your ſelf by ſeeing the Wear- 
er, With your Permiſſion 1 will bring him in. 
Let him come in, faid ſhe, tho? if he is not the 
Duke, my Misfortune is the greater. 

Dox Juan over-heard all this Diſcourſe, 
and finding he had Leave to enter, he came into 
the Room with his Hat in his Hand. As ſoon 
as he fhew'd himſelf before her, and ſhe per- 
cejv'd he was not the Perſon ſhe thought him 
to be, Ah wretched Woman! cry'd ſhe haſtily 
"OL Vi - & © od with 
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with a troubled Voice: Dear Sir, tell me in- 
ſtantly, without holding me in ſuſpence, do you 
know the Owner of this Hat? where have you 
left him? and how did it come into your Pow- 
er? Ishe living, or is this the Token he ſends me 
of his Death? O Heaven! what Events are 
theſe? Do I ſee thy Pledges here? Do ] ſee my 
ſelf ſhut up here without thee, and in the Power 
of I know not what Gentlemen of Spain? I 
wiſh the Dread of loſing my Honour wou'd 
put an End to my Life. 5 
PA CIF your ſelf, Madam, ſaid Don Juan, 
the Owner of this Hat is not dead; nor are you 
in Hands that will injure you, but ſerve you 
to the utmoſt of their Power, and defend and 
protect you with their Life. The Confidence 
you have in HHauiſß Honour ought not to be 
diſappointed; and ſince we are Spauiardt, and 
Gentlemen (for on ſuch an Occafion, this Ar- 
rogance becomes me) reſt ſecure, you ſhall be 
treated with that Decency which your Appeor- 
ance deſerves. I believe it, reply'd the Lady; 


but however, Sir, pray tell me how that Hat 


fell into your Hands, and where is its Owner, 


who is Alphonſo de Efte, Duke of Ferrara. 


Dod Juan then, not to keep her in Suſ— 
pence, acquainted her, how he happen'd vpon a 
Skirmiſh, and afſiſted a Cavalier in it, who, by 
what ſhe ſaid, muſt be the Duke of Ferrara; 


that he loſt his own Hat in the Scuffle, and 


found that, which the Cavalier bade him keep, 
for it was very well known; that the Fray had 
ended without the Cavalier's being wounded 


or himſelf; and that after it was over, ſeveral 


People came up, who ſeem'd to be Servants or 


Friends of him, whom he took to be the Duke; 


who 


The Lady CORNELIA. 291 


who beg'd him then to leave him, and ex- 
preſs'd a world of Acknowledgments for the 
Favour he had receiv'd. In this manner, Ma- 
dam, concluded he, I came by this Hat; and 
the Owner of it, if he is the Duke you ſay, 
parted from me not an Hour ago ſafe and 
tound. Let this therefore be ſome Conſolation 
to you, that you know the Duke is well. 
HAT you may underſtand now, Gentle- 
men, continued the Lady, whether I have not 
ſufficient Reaſon to enquire after him, lend me 
your Attention, and I will give you my unfor- 
tunate Story. 

ALL the time this was paſſing, the Servant- 
Woman employ'd herſelf in feeding the Child 
with Honey, and changing the rich Mantles for 
poor ones; and having ſhifted the Clothes, was 

oing to carry it to ſome Midwife's, as Don 
2 had order'd her; and paſſing by the Cham- 
ber-Door juſt at the Inſtant the Lady was be- 
ginning her Hiſtory, the Child cry'd ſo loud, 
that the Lady heard it, and ſtarting up upon 
her Feet, liſten'd very earneſtly: Pray, Gen- 
tlemen, ſaid ſhe, what Child is that, which ſeems 
to be juſt born? A Boy, ſaid Don Juan, that 
was laid at our Door this Night, and our Wo- 
man is going to get it a Nurſe. For the Love 
of Heaven, added the Lady, bring it hither, and 
I will perform that kind Office for other Chil- 
dren, ſince it has not pleas'd Heaven I ſhou'd 
do it for my own. 

Dox Juan call'd to the Woman, and tak- 
ing the Child from her, brought it to the Lady, 
and put it into her Arms. This is the Preſent, 
Madam, ſaid he, that was made us to-night ; 
and it is not the * few Months paſs but 
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we find ſuch Favours on the Threſhold. The 
Lady took it, and viewing it ſtrictly, both the 
Face of it, and the Clothes in which it was 
wrap'd, which were clean and neat, tho' ordi- 
nary, immediately, without being able to 
reſtrain her Tears, threw her Vail over her Bo- 
ſom, that ſhe might ſuckle it with more Mo- 
deſty, and held it to the Breaſt, and Joyning her 
Face to the Child's, fed it with her Milk, and 
bath'd it with Tears; ſhe continu'd in this Po- 
ſture as long as the Infant was ſucking, all 
four of them being filent all the while. 

THE Child drew at the Breaſt, but cou'd 
not ſack, for Women who are newly deliver'd 
have no Milk; The obferv'd it, and returning 
the Babe to Don Juan, I have ſhew'd my ſelf 
very Charitable, ſaid ſhe, tho? I appear to be a 
Novice in theſe Cafes. I deſire, Sir, you will 
let them moiſten its Mouth with a little Ho- 
ney, and not ſuffer them to carry it out at this 
time of Night, but make them ſtay till the 
Morning, and let them bring it to me again 
before they have it away, for the Sight of it is 
3 mighty Comfort to me. 

Dox Juan gave it back to the Woman, and 
order'd her to take care of it till the Morrow, 
and to dreſs it in the rich Mantles it had on 
when he brought it Home, and not to carry 
it away without firſt acquainting him; after 
this, returning to his Company: If you wou'd 
have me relate-my Story, faid the Lady, you 
muſt firft give me ſomething to eat, for I am 
faint, and have juſt reafon to be fo. Don An- 
tonio ran immediately to a Scrutore, and reach'd 
out ſeveral Conſerves; the Lady eat ſome of 
them, and drank a Draught of cold Ws 

| Which 
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which refreſh'd her, and then proceeded; Sit 
down, Gentlemen, faid ſhe, and liſten > They did 
ſo, and compoſing her ſelf upon the Bed, and co- 
vering her ſelf with the Skirts of her Clothes, and 
letting the Vail ſhe wore on her Head fall 
back on her Shoulders, ſhe diſcover'd her Face, 
which ſhew'd like the Moon, or rather the 
Sun in his higheſt Luſtre and Glory. Liquid 
Pearls trickl'd down from her Eyes, which ſhe 
wip'd away with a Milk-white Handkerchief, 
and ſuch Lilly Hands, that the niceſt Judgment 
cou'd not tell which excell'd in Whiteneſs. In 
a word, after a world of Sighs, and having 
ſomething eas'd her Heart, ſhe began with a 
mournful and troubled Voice. 3 

GENTLEMEN, ſaid ſhe, I am ſhe, whoſe Name 
undoubtedly you have often heard in this City ; for 
the Fame of my Beauty, ſuch as it is, few 
Tongues have forborne to publiſh, In ſhort, I 
am Cornelia Bentivogli, Siſter of Lorenzo Ben- 
tivogli; and in telling you this, I ſhall perhaps 
have told you two Truths; the one is iny ho- 
nourable Birth, and the other is my Beauty. I 
was left very young, an Orphan by my Fa- 
ther and my Mother, in my Brother's Power, 
who from my Childhood exercis'd the higheſt 
Circumſpection towards me, tho* he trulted 
more to my virtuous Diſpoſition for my Secu- 
rity, than to his own Solicitude in watching 
me. In a word, thus confin'd within Walls 
and Solitudes, and accompany'd only with my 
Maids, I grew up, and with me grew the Fame- 
of my Beauty; which was publiſh'd abroad by 
my Servants, and by others who attended me iu 
Private, and by a Picture of me, which my Bro- 
ther caus'd to be drawn by a celebrated Pain- 

| © © ter, 
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ter, in order, as he ſaid, that the World might 
not be depriv'd of me, if Heaven remov'd me 
to a better Life. But all this had contributed 
very little to my Ruin, if the Duke of Fer- 
rara had not happen'd to ſtand Father to a cer- 
tain Bride, one of my Couſins, to which Wed- 
ding my Brother carry'd me with an honeſt In- 
tention, and to do my Relation Honour. I there 
1aw, and was ſeen; there, as I believe, I en- 
ſlav'd and captivated Hearts; there I perceiv'd 
the Praiſes they beſtow'd on me, tho? they pro- 
ceeded from falſe and flattering Tongues, gave 
me Pleaſure; there, in ſhort, I ſaw the Duke, 
and he ſaw me, and from this Interview it a- 
role, that I now ſee my ſelf in my preſent Con- 
dition. 8 

I will not relate to you, Gentlemen (for it 
_ wou'd be infinite) the Inventions, Steps and 
Means by which at the End of two Years the 
Duke and J accompliſh'd thoſe Defires which 
had their firſt Birth at the Wedding; for nei- 
ther Spyes, Circumfſpe&ion nor Watching, nor 
honourable Admonitions were ſufficient to 
prevent our NN which was after the Duke 
had given me his Word to Marry me, for with- 
out that, it would have been impoſſible to have 
carry'd the inacceſſible Fort of my Honour. A 
thouſand times I preſs'd him to ask me pub- 
lickly of my Brother, fince it was impoſſible he 
ſhou'd refuſe him, and that he wanted no Ex- 
cuſe for the ObjeQtion People might make as 
to the Inequality of the Marriage, ſince the 


Line of the Bextivogli”s was in no reſpe& in- 
ferior to that of his. 
HE reply'd to this, by variety of plauſible 
Excuſes, and I truſting him like- one already 
yielded, 
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yielded, believ'd like one in Love, and ſurrender'd 
my Will wholly to his, by the Interceſſion of 
one of my Maids, who was more command- 
ed by the Prefents and Promiſes of the Duke, 
than ſhe ought to have been, under the Confi- 
dence my Brother repos'd in her Fidelity. 

Ix ſhort, in a few Months I perceiv'd my. 
ſelf with Child; and before my Clothes diſco- 
ver'd my Freedoms, (to give them no other 


Name) I feign'd my ſelf Ill and Melancholic, 


and got my Brother to carry me to my Relati- 
on's Houſe, whom the Duke had given in Mar- 


riage. I there acquainted the Duke with my 


Condition, and the Danger I was in, and the 
little Security I had of my Life, from my Jea- 
louſy that my Brother ſuſpected my Folly. It 
was agreed between us, that when I enter'd 
upon my laſt Month I ſhou'd give him Notice, 
and that he with ſome other Friends ſhou'd 
come and carry me to Ferrara, and, at the Time 
I expected, Marry me there in Publick. This 
was the Night appointed for his coming; and 


this Night, as I was waiting for him, I perceiv'd 


my Brother paſs by. with ſeveral others, as I 
thought arm'd, by the ratling of their Weapons, 


and the Terror of this brought my Labour 
ſuddenly upon me, and in a Moment I was de- 


liver'd of a lovely Boy. | 2 
My Maid, who was the Confident and 


_ Counſellor of my Actions, was prepar'd for 


ſuch a Chance, and wrapp'd up the Infant in 
quite other Clothes than thoſe the Child had 
on which was laid at your Threſhold, and go- 
ing to the Street-Door, gave it, as ſhe ſaid, to 


a Servant of the Duke. A little while after, 
1 provided for my ſelf as well as I cou'd, in 
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my preſent Neceſſity, and ventur'd out, be- 
lieving the Duke was in the Street, tho* I 
ought to have ſtay'd till he was come to the 
Door ; but the Dread I was in of my Brother's 
armed Band, thinking his Sword was already 
brandiſh'd at my Heart, wou'd not ſuffer me 
to exerciſe more Diſcretion ; but in the utmoſt 
Confuſion I hurry'd away madly to the Place 
where you met me. And tho? I fee my ſelf 
now without Husband or Son, and am in fear 
of worſe Events; I thank Heaven for throwing 
me into your Hands, from whom I exped all 
that I can promiſe my ſelf from Spaniſhßh Ho- 
nour, and eſpecially from your own, Which 
Gentlemen fo brave and noble as you ſeem to 
be, are able to advance even beyond that which 
is common to your Nation. | 2 | 

Havins ſaid this, ſhe ſunk down into the 
Bed, and the two Friends running to fee whe- 
ther ſhe was not fallen into a Swoon, they 
found ſhe was only weeping exceflively ; Dear 
Madam, ſaid Don Juan, if Don Antonio and 
I pity'd you before as a Woman; now we un- 
detſtand your Quality, our Compaſſion is paſs*d 
into an abſolute Obligation to ſerve you. Take 
Courage, Madam, and be not afraid; and tho? 
yon have not been accuſtom'd to ſuch Ac- 
cidents, you will demonſtrate your Dignity 
the more, by ſupporting them with Patience. 
Believe me, Madam, I am perſuaded theſe 
ſtrange Events will have a happy Concluſion, 

for Rerven will not permit ſo much Beauty 
to be unfortunate, nor ſo vittuous a Mind to 
be miſerable. Repoſe your ſelf, and take care 
of your Perſon, for there is need of it, and we 
will ſend our Servant in to wait on you, 
= 9 85 whom 


I do not queſtion, reply'd the Lady, but ſhe 
is able to be of Service to me in much greater 


Difficulties. Send her in, therefore, Sir, if you 


pleaſe; for ſince ſhe is recommended by you, 


I am confident ſhe muſt be very uſeful to me 
on any Occaſion; but I beg 1 may be ſeen by 


no body elſe. 


You ſhall not, anſwer'd Antonio; and thus 


they left her; and Don Jaan order'd the Maid 


to go to her, and carry the Child in with her, 
if ſhe had put on the rich Mantles; ſhe an- 
1wer'd, ſhe had, and that it was dreſs'd juſt as 


When it was firſt brought home. 

TRE Maid went in, being inſtructed what 
Anſwers to make to what the Lady ſhou'd ask her 
about the Child. You are welcome, Miſtreſs, ſaid 
Cornelia, when ſhe ſaw her; pray bring that 


Child to me, and reach hither the Candle. The 


Maid obey'd her, and Cornelia taking the Boy 
into her Arms, was ſtrangely diſorder'd, and 


looking earneſtly on it : Is this, ſaid ſhe, and the 
Infant you . to me a little while ago, 


the ſame? Ves, Madam, reply'd the Woman. 
How then, continu'd Cornelia, came the Man- 
tles thus to be chang'd? for on my Word, I ain, 
ſatisfy'd theſe are other Clothes, or this is not 
the ſame Child. All this may very well be, 
return'd the Servant, How, in the Name of 
Wonder, cry'd Cornelia, is it poſſible? My 


Heart is ready to fiy out of my Breaſt, to know. 
the Meaning of this; tell me, I beſeech you þy all 
you love beſt, tell me whence you had theſe 
rich Mantles, for J can aſſure you they are 


O 5 mine, 
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whom you may truſt as well as our ſelves; for 


ſhe is capable both of keeping your Misfor- 
tunes ſecret, and of aſſiſting your Neceflities. 
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mine, unleſs my Sight deceives me, or my Me- 
mory fails. In theſe, or ſome very like them, 1 
deliver'd the ſweet Darling of my Soul to my 
Maid. Who took them away? (Ah wretched 
Cornelia!) and who brought them hither ? Ah 
_ miſerable Woman | 
Don Juan and Don Antonio, who over-heard 
all theſe Lamentations, wou'd not ſuffer her to 
o any farther in them, nor keep her longer in 
Pain by the Change of the Mantles, but ſtep'd 
into the Room. Theſe Mantles, ſaid Don Ju- 
an, and this Child, Madam, are your own; and 
immediately related, Point by Point, how he was 
the Perſon to whom her Servant had deliver'd 
the Infant; and how he brought it home, and 
order'd the Woman to change the Mantles, and 
the Reaſon of his doing it, and that after fhe had 
told him of her Delivery, he made no Doubt but 
it was her Son; and that if he had not acquaint- 
ed her with it before, it was that her Diſturbance 
in doubting about the Child, might be ſucceeded 
by the Joy of knowing it to be her own. 
INFINITE then were the Tears of Joy Cor- 
nelia ſhed, infinite the Kiſſes ſhe gave her Boy, 
and infinite the Thanks ſhe return'd her generous 
Benefactors, calling them her Guardian Angels, 
and ſeveral other Titles, which plainly expreſs'd 
the fulneſs of her Gratitude. PE 
TE left her with their Servant, whom 
they charg'd to attend and help her with the ut- 
moſt Care, informing her in what Condition ſhe 
was, that ſhe might ſupply her with Conveni- 
ences, becauſe a Woman knew better what was 
proper for her than they did. After this, they 
went to Reſt for the Remainder of the Night, 
reſolving nos to enter into Corxelia's Chamber, 


unleſs 
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unleſs ſhe deſir'd them, or there was an abſolute 
Neceſſity. 3 
Da came, and the Servant privately intro- 
duc'd one before it was Light into the Houſe, 
to give the Child Suck. The Gentlemen in- 
quir'd in the Morning after Cornelia, and the 
Woman anſwering ſhe was taking her Repoſe, 
they went out to the Schools, and paſs'd thro? 
the Street where the Quarrel had happen'd, and 
by the Door of Cornelia's Houſe, to ſee if her 
Flight was become pudlick, or any People were 
talking of it; but they heard nothing at all, ei- 
ther of the Skirmiſh or of Corxel:a's Eſcape; 
and having attended the Lectures in the School, 
they return'd. _ . TE”: 
CORNELIA ſent for them by the Woman; 
they anſwer'd, they were determin'd not to fet 
Foot within her Chamber, in order the better to 
77 ws that Decorum which they ow'd to her 
odefty ; but ſhe reply*d with Tears and earneſt 
Intreaties that they wou'd come in, that that 
was the moſt proper Decorum, if not for her 
Cure, yet for her Comfort. They went in, and 
ſhe receiv'd them with a chearful Countenance, 
and in an obliging Manner, and begg'd them to 
be ſo kind as to go into the City and ſee if they 
cou'd hear any News of her Adventure; they 
told her, they had made that Inquiry already ve- 
ry carefully, but had heard no Body ſpeak of 
It. | 
Ax this, one of their Pages came to the Cham- 
ber-Door, and inform'd them, there was a Gen- 
tleman at the Door with two Servants, who 
call'd himſelf Lorenzo Bentivogli, and ask'd for 
Don Juan de Gambia. At hearing this, Corne- 
lia clapp'd both her Hands before her F we, 4 
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ſpeaking thro? them with a low trembling Voice, 
It is my Brother, Gentlemen, ſaid ſhe, it is my 
Brother; he muſt certainly have learn'd that J 
am here, and is come to take away my Life. 
Help me, Gentlemen, help me. Don't be 
frighted, Madam, ſaid Antonio, for you ate in 
the Hands of one who will not ſuffer the leaſt 
Harm in the World to be done to you. Do 
you go, Don Juan, and ſee what this Gentle- 
man wants, and I will ſtay here to defend Cor- 
 zel:a, if there is Occaſion. | 
Don Juan went out without changing Coun- 
tenance, and Autonio preſently caus'd two load- 
ed Piſtols to be brought him, and order'd the 
Pages to fetch their Swords and be ready. The 
Woman ſeeing theſe Preparations, trembled, 
and Cornelia ſhook, being afraid of ſome ill Suc- 
ceſs; Don Antonio and Don Juan alone remain'd 
unmovd, and firmly fix'd on what they had 
undertaken. | 
AT the Street-Door, Don Juan found Don 
Lorenzo, who ſeeing Don Juan, Sir, ſaid he, 
pray do me the Favour to walk with me to that 
Church over the Way, for | have an Affair to 
impart to you, on which my Life and Honour 
depends. With all my Heart, anſwer'd Don 
Juan, let us go, Sir, where you pleaſe. Thus 
ſaying, they went Hand in Hand to the Church, 
and fitting down on a Bench, in a Place where 
they cou'd not be over-heard ; Lorenzo began 
firſt; Noble Spaniard, ſaid he, I am Lorenzo 
Bentivogli, one of the principal, if not of the 
richeſt Perſons in the City; the Truth of which 
is ſo known, that it will juſtify me from Vanity 
in thus praiſing my ſelf. I was left an Orphan 
two Years ſince, and in my Care was _ 
| )iſter 
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Siſter ſo beautiful, that if I were not ſo nearly 
concern'd, I ſhou'd extol her with the higheſt 
Raptures, for upon the whole ſhe is without an 
Equal. My honourable Birth, and her Youth 
and Beauty, made me guard her very ſolicitoufly; 
but all my Precaution and Diligence have been 
"aa by the raſh Cundu@ of my Siſter Cor- 
nelia. ! 

IN a word, to cut ſhort the Story, that I may 
not tire you; the Duke of Ferrara, Alphonſo de 
Eſte, with a Lynx's Eyes ſupplanted thoſe of 
Argas, and triumph'd over my Induſtry, van- 
quiſhing my S'ſter, and laſt Night he took her 
out of the Houſe of one of our Relations, and 
cCarry'd her away, and as it is reportd, but juſt. 
deliver'd. I underſtood this, laſt Night, and the 
ſame Evening I hunted after the Duke, and I 
believe I found him; I attack'd him; but he 
was ſuccour'd by ſome Angel, who wou'd not 
permit him to waſh out the Stain of Diſhonour 
with his Blood. My Relation, (from whom I 
have all my Information) told me the Duke 
deluded my Siſter by the Promiſe of marrying 
her; but I do not believe it, becauſe of the Ine- 
quality of the Match with reſpe& to the Goods 
of Fortune, tho' not of Nature, for the Quality 
of the Bertrvogli's of Bolonia is known to all 
the World. My Opinion is, that the Duke, af- 
ter the common Cuſtom of great Perſons who 
deſire to enſnare unwary and timorous Virgins, 
ſetting before her Eyes the alluring Name of 
Husband, and making her believe that for cer- 
tain Reaſons he forbears to marry her at pre- 
ſent, will continue to deceive her with falſe 
Appearances, and Pretences of Truth, to ſerve 
his ill Deſigns. But let that be as it will, I ſee 

| f my 


302 The Lady CORNELIA, 


my ſelf depriv'd of my. Siſter and of my Ho- 
nour, tho? I have ſuppreſs'd it in Silence til] 
now, not being willing to communicate my In- 
jury to any, till I ſaw whether I cou'd not ſome 
Way or ether repair and cure it; for it is better 
Infamies ſhou'd be imagin'd and ſuſpected, than 
certainly and diſtinctly known, becauſe while 
they aredoubtful People incline to the ſide they 
like beſt, and each ſide finds its Abettors. 

IN ſhort, I amdetermin'd to goto Ferrara, and 
require Satisfaction of the Duke for the Affront, 


and if he refuſes it, to challenge him; and this is 
not to be done with a Troop of Men, which I can 


neither raiſe nor maintain, but Man to Man. 1 
therefore ask your Aſſiſtance in this Affair, and 


to accompany me thither, confiding in you, as 


you are a Spaniard, and, as I am inform'd, a 


Gentleman; whereas I acquaint none of my Re- 


lations or Friends with it, from whom [I ex- 


pe& only Diſſuaſions and quiet Advice, but 


from you I expe& honourable Counſels, 
tho? attended with any Hazards whatever. It 
will be an infinite Favour in you, to bear me 


Company, for having a Spaniard at my fide, and 


ſuch an one as you ſeem to be, I reckon I am 

guarded with the Army of Xerxes. It is a great 
*hing I ask of you, but the Obligation you are 

under to anſwer the Character which Fame pub- 

1 of your Nation, requires even more at your 
ands. | 


No more, Signior Lorenzo, cry'd Don Juan, 


who heard him thus far without interrupting 


him, no more, for from henceforth 1 conſtitute 
my ſelf your Defender and Counſellor, and take 


upon me the Satisfaction or Avenging of your 
Wrong ; and this, not only as I am a Spaniard, 


but 


— 
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but as I am a Gentleman, and as you are ſo 
conſiderable a Perſon, as you affirm, and is 
known to me and the whole World. Let us 
ſet forward as ſoon as you pleaſe; it will be 
beſt to depart immediately, for the Iron muſt be 
ſtruck while it is hot, and the Ardor of Rage 
increaſes the Courage, and a freſh Injury awa- 
kens Revenge. | | 

LORENZO roſe up, and embracing Don 
Juan ſtrictly; So generous a Breaſt as yours, 
ſaid he, needs no other Motive to touch it than 
the Honour you gain by this Adventure, which 

I here refign to you, if we ſucceed, and as an 
Addition, offer you all I have, and am worth, 
and whatever is in my Power. I wou'd willing- 
ly go To-morrow, for I can get every thing 
ready. With all my Heart, anſwer'd Don Ja- 
an; but give me Leave, Signior Lorenzo, to im- 
part this Matter to a Cavalier, my Companion, 
from whoſe Valour and Secrecy you may pro- 
miſe your ſelf much more than from mine. 
Since you have taken my Honour into your 
Charge, reply'd Lorenzo, order it as you pleaſe, 
fpeak what you will of it, and to whom you 
will, eſpecially fince your Companion, who- 
ever he is, mult be a Perſon of Merit. 

Wix this, they embrac'd, and parted ; Lo- 
renzo being to ſend one to call Don Juan the 
next Morning, that they might- take Horſe 
without the City, and purſue their Journey in 
Diſguiſe. 5 1 
Dom Juan went home, and inform'd Auto- 
nio and Cornelia of what had paſs'd with Loren- 1 
29, and the Agreement he had made with him. 1 
Heaven bleſs me, ſaid Cornelia, your Civility is 1 

y great, and great is your Confidence. How haſti- 


ly 
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ly have you engag'd to undertake an Action full 
of Hazard and Inconvenience? How do you 
know, Sir, whether my Brother will carry you 
to Ferrara, or to ſome other Place? But aſſure 
your ſelf whither ever he carries you, Fidelity it 
ſelf Accompanies you, tho? ſo unhappy a Creature 
as I fears a Shadow even from the Meridian 
Sun; and you will not blame me, ſince my Life 
or Death depends upon the Duke's Anſwer. 
How do I know whether he will anſwer ſo 
gently, that my Brother's Anger will contain it 
elf within the Bounds of his Reaſon ? and if it 
ſhou'd break out, do you think he has a weak 
Enemy to deal with? Don't you think, that all 
the Time you are abſent, I muſt remain full of 
Doubts and Fears, expecting the glad or mourn- 
ful News of the Event? Havel ſo little Aﬀe- 
Qion for the Duke or my Brother, that I donot 
fear the Miſchance of either of them, and feel it 
in my Soll??? ET 
You talk a great deal, Cornelia, ſaid Don 
Juan, and fear a great deal, but in the midſt of 
theſe extravagant Fears leave Room for Hope. 
Truſt in Heaven, and my Care, and fincere De- 
fire to ſee your Wiſhes happily accompliſh'd. 
Our going to Ferrara cannot be torborne, and my 
aſſiſting your Brother as little; as yet we do not 
know theDake'slntention,nor whether he knows 
of your Flight; all which muſt be known from 
bis own Mouth, and no one can fo well ask 
him about it as my ſelf, Conſider, Madam, 
our Brother's Safety and Satisfaction, and the 
uke's, are as dear to me as the Apple of my 
Eye, and I will be as careful of them as of that. 
Heaven give you the Power, ſaid Cornelia, to 
remedy, as well as the Goodneſs to comfort; 
in 
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in my Misfortunes I account my ſelf happy ; 
and 1 long to fee you gone, and to ſee you re- 
turn, however Fear afflicts me in your Abſence, 
and Hope holds me in Suſpence. | 

Don Antonio approv'd Don Juan's Reſolu- 
tion, and commended his anſwering, Lorenzo's 
good Opinion of him ſo generouſly. He told 
him, he deſir'd to bear them Company, on ac- 
count of what might happen. That muſt not 
be, ſaid Don Juan, both becauſe it is not fit the 
Lady Cornelia ſnou'd be left alone, and that Lo- 
rezz0 may not think I want to have another 
Hand to aſſiſt me. Mine, anſwer'd Antonio, is 

our own, and therefore tho* I amnot known, 
I am fix'd to follow you at a Diſtance; for the 
Lady Cornelia will be pleas'd with it, nor is ſne 
left ſo alone, but that ſhe has one to wait on het 
and keep her Company. 
IX will be a great Comfort to me, ſaid Cer- 
xelia, if I know that you go together, or atleaſt, 
that you will affiſt each other, if there be Occa- 
fion. And ſince the Aﬀair on which you go, 
ſeems to be attended with Danger, do me the 
Favour, Gentlemen, to take theſe Reliques 
With you; and ſaying this, ſhe drew out of her 
Boſom a Croſs fet with Diamonds of ineſtima- 
ble Value. They view'd the Jewels, and thought 
them of equal Worth with thoſe in the Hatband, 
and return'd them to her, nor wou'd accept 
them on any account. Cornelia was ſorty they 
ne them, but ſubmitted to their Plea- 

re. | | >. 

Tu Woman-Servant was very careful to 
entertain Cornelia; and knowing the Departure 
of her Maſters, who had acquainted her with it, 
but not with the Occaſion of it, nor * 
FT a they 
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they went, ſhe made it her Buſineſs to attend 
the Lady, (to whoſe Name ſhe was yet a Stran- 
ger) in ſuch a Manner, that they ſhou'd not 
blame her at their Return. | 5 
THe next Day, early in the Morning, Lo- 
renxo came to the Gate, and found Don Juan 
ready-dreſs'd with the Hat with the rich Band 
on his Head, adorn'd with black and yellow 
Feathers, but the Band was cover'd over with a 
black Vail. He took Leave of Cornelia, who 
reflecting her Brother was ſo near her, was in 
ſuch a Fright, that ſhe cou'd not ſpeak one 
\ «op to the two Friends, when they left 
1 
Do Juan ſet out firſt, and walking out of 
the City with Lorenzo, they found in an Or- 
_ Chard a little out of the Road a Couple of very 
good Horſes, with two Pages holding them by 
the Bridles. They mounted, and the Lads 
running before them, they travell'd thro” pri- 
vate and bye Ways, and came to Ferrara. 
Don Aztonio follow'd them in Bic, 
upon a Nag of his own; but he fancy'd they 
were ſhy of him, eſpecially Lorenzo, and there- 
fore he reſolv'd to take the dire Road to Fer- 
rara, being ſecure to meet them there. 
THEN were ſcarcely got out of the City, 
when Cornelia acquainted the Maid with her 
whole Story,. and how that the little Child was 
hers and the Duke of Ferrara's, with every Par- 
ticular, not concealing from her, that the Jour- 
ney her Maſters were gone was to Ferrara, 
accompany'd with her Brother, who went 
to challenge the Duke. The old Woman 
hearing this, as if the Devil had employ'd her to 
embaraſs or delay Cornelia's Happineſs, Ah dear 
„ 17 1 | 5 Madam, 
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Madam, ſaid ſhe, has all this happen'd on your 
Account, and do you fit thus unconcern'd with 
your Hands in your Boſom? Either you have 
no Soul, or it is ſo ſtupify'd, that it has no Feel- 
ing. What! do you think your Brother is gone 
to Ferrara? You can never think ſo; but you 
ought to think and believe that he has contriv'd 
to carry my Maſters away, that he may return 
hither and take away your Life, which he will 
be able to do as eafily as a Man may drink a 
Glaſs of Water. What Guard have we to ſe- 
cure us, but theſe three Pages, poor ſorry 
Wretches, that dare not lift a Finger to ſave 
us? For my own Part at leaſt, I muſt fay I 
have not Courage enough to ſtay here and wait 
the Miſchief which threatens this Houſe. Signi- 
or Lorenzo an Italian, and truſt Spaniards ! and 
ask their Favour and Aſſiſtance! it is not to be 
| believ'd; No, no; Daughter of mine, if you will 
be rul'd by me, I will give you ſuch Advice, as 
ſhall ſet you in the right way, and make Mat- 
ters ſafe. 8 

CORNELIA was confounded and aſto- 
niſh'd at what the Woman ſaid; for ſhe ſpoke 
it ſo carneſtly, and with fuch evident Signs of 
Fear, that it ſeem'd all to be true, and poor 
Cornelia thought Don Juan and Antonio were 
both kill'd, and that her Brother was ruſhing in- 
to the Houſe, and preſenting his Dagger at her 
Throat; And what is the Advice you wou'd give 
me, good Mother, ſaid ſhe, to prevent this 
aftrightful Scene which hangs over our Heads? 
Such Advice, reply'd the Woman, and fo whole- 
ſome and good, that no body can give you bet- 
ter. I liv'd once with the Curate of a Village 
two Miles from Ferrara, a very honeſt and pi- 
ous 
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ous Man, and who will do any thing for me 


that I ask of him, for he has Obligations to me 
upon ſome other Reſpects than of having been 


my Maſter. Let us make our Way thither; I 


will provide ſome body to carry us, and as for 
the Woman that ſuck les the Child, ſhe is poor, 
and will follow us to the World's End. And 
ſuppoſing, Madam, you ſhou'd be found, it will 
be better for you to be found at the Houſe of a 
Prieſt, a venerable old Man, than with two 
young Students, and Spaniards, and ſuch, let 
me tell you, and I know what | ſay, as refuſe 
no Offer, and tho? they us'd you with Reſpect 
now you are indiſpos'd, yet if you come to be 
well again, while you continue in their Hands, 
Heaven help you! ſay I. For in truth, if I had 
not kept them at Diſtance by Repulſes and ho- 
neſt Denials, my Honour 'and I had been in a 
ſcurvy Condition; all that glitters about them, 
is not Gold; they ſay one thing, and think ano- 
ther; but I had my Wits about me, and knew 
where the Shoe pinch'd, and more yet, I came 
of a good Family, of the Cribelos of Millan, and 
carry the Point of my Honour ten Miles above 
the Clouds, You may ſee by this, Madam, 
what Misfortunes I have ſuffer'd, ſince as well- 
born as I am, I am come to be a Drudge to 
theſe Spazrards, under the Name of a Servant; 
tho? indeed I have no Reaſon to complain of 
my Maſters, for they are good-natur'd enough, 
if they are not provok'd; by which I fancy they 
are Biſcayners, as they call themſelves ; but 
perhips they are Gallicians, who are ſaid to be 
leſs punctual and ſcrupulous than the others. 

I x8 word, the old Woman ſaid fo much on 
the Subject, that poor Cornelia prepar'd to * 

| . 
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her Advice; and ſo in leſs than four Hours, under 
the Direction of the wary Matron, they got into a 
Coach with the Nurſe and the Child, and with- 
out being perceiv'd by the Pages ſet forward to 
the Curate's Village. This was all done by the 
old Woman's Perſuaſion, and at her Expence, 
for her Maſters had a little before paid her a 
Year's Wages, ſo that ſhe had no need to pawn 
a Jewel which Cornelia gave her to raiſe Money. 
And as they had heard Don Juan ſay, he and his 
Brother ſhou'd not take the direct Road to Fer- 
rara, but a private Way, they choſe the direct 
Road, and travel'd very ſlowly, that they might 
not fall in with them, for the Coachinan ac- 
commodated his Pace to their Will, ſince they 
paid him according to his. | 

LEr us leave them now to pur:cue their daring 
and hazardous Journey, and ſee how it ſucceed- 
ed with Don Jaan de Gamboa, and Lorenzo 
Beutivogli. They underſtood, 'tis ſaid, upon the 
Road, that the Duke was not at Ferrara, but 
Bolonia, and therefore leaving the Track they 
were in, they ſtruck into the common High- 
way, or Grand-ſtreet, as they call it, conſidering 
that the Duke muſt paſs thro? it as he return'd 
from Bolonia. They had not been there long, 
when looking towards Bolonia to ſee if there was 
any body coming from thence, they diſcern'd a 
Company of People on Horſeback ; upon which 
Don Juan defir'd Lorenzo to leave him at a little 
Diſtance, becauſe if the Duke happen'd to be 
among them, he wou'd fain ſpeak to him before 
he got to Ferrara. Lorenzo approv'd the Pro- 

ofal, and withdrew. Don Juan pull'd off the 
ail which cover'd his Diamond Hatband, and 
8 5 | 8 Not 


310 The Lady CORNELIA. 
not without mature Deliberation, as he after- 
wards declar'd. | BITS 
THE Body of Paſſengers was now come up, 
and among them was a Woman on a Flea bitten 
Nag, dreſs'd in a Riding-habit, and mask'd, 
either to hide her Face, or to protect it from the 
Sun and the Wind. Don Juan ſtopp'd in the 
middle of the Road, with his Face uncover'd, 
and the Travellers came on; and as they ap- 
proach'd, his Stature, his Mein, the Mettleſom- 
neſs of his Horſe, the Oddneſs of his Dreſs, and 
the glittering of the Diamonds, drew all their 
Eyes, eſpecially the Duke's who was in the 
Train, and as ſoon as he ſpy'd the Hatband, ap- 
prehended that he who wore it was Don Juan 
de Gamboa, who had reſcu'd him in the Ren- 
counter; he was thro'ly convinc'd of it, and 
made no farther Pauſe, for riding up to Don 
Juan at once, I believe I ſhall commit no Mi- 
ſtake, Sir, ſaid he, if I call yon Don Juan de 
Gamboa;for your gallant Appearance and the Fine» 
ry of your Hat aſſure me you are he. I am fo, 
anſwer'd Don Juan, for I have never been us'd, 
nor deſire to diſſemble my Name; but pray be 
ſo kind, Sir, as to let me know who you are, 
that I may not be guilty of ſome Incivility. That 
is impoſſible, reply'd the Duke, for I am 
ſatisfy'd it is not in your Power to be uncivil. 
However, I will acquaint you that I am the 
Duke of Ferrara, and he who is oblig'd to ſerve 
Fo all the Days of his Life, for it is not four 
Nights ſince you gave it me. 
Tu Duke had ſcarcely ſaid this, when Don 
Juan flew from his Horſe with a ſurpriſing 
Nimbleneſs, and ran to kiſs the Duke's Feet; 
but with all his Speed, the Duke prevented vie, 
an 
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and alighting firſt, threw himſelf into his Arms. 
Lorenzo, who ſaw thefe Ceremonies at ſome 
Diſtance, and took them to proceed not from 
Civility but Anger, clapp'd Spurs to his Horſe, 
but check'd him immediately, ſeeing Don Juan 
(who now knew the Duke) and the Duke were 
embracing very ſtrictly. The Duke diſcern'd 
Lorenzo over Don Fan's Shoulder, and knew 
him, and was ſomething diſorder'd at the Sight 
of him, and as they were yet embracing, ask'd 
Don Juan, if Lorenzo Bentivogli, who was 
juſt by, came along with him, or not. Let us 
o aſide a little, ſaid Don Juan, and I will in- 
orm your Excellence of ſome extraordinary 
Things. 5 8 : 
Tu Duke complying; Lorenzo Bentivogli, 
ſaid Don Juan, whom you ſee there, has a Com- 
plaint againſt your Excellence, and no ſmall one; 
He fays, that four Nights ago you carry'd away 
his Siſter Cornelia from the Houſe of a Relation 
of hers, and that you have deceiv'd and diſho- 
nour'd her, and he wants to know what Satis- 
faction you propole to make him for this Injury. 

He deſir'd me to be his Supporter and Mediator. 
] offer'd to ſerve him, for by the Circumſtances 
he repeated to me of the Quarrel, I know, Sir, 
you were the Owner of the Hat, which in ſo 
generous and handſome a Manner you oblig'd 
me to accept; and I know no body cou'd take 
Care of your Intereſt, better than my ſelf. I 
beg therefore, Sir, you wou'd pleaſe to tell me 
what you know of this Caſe, and whether what 
Lorenzo ſays, is true. Ah! my Friend, reply'd 
the Duke, it is ſo true, that I dare not deny it if 
I wou'd: But I have neither deceiv'd Cornelia, 
nor carry'd her away, tho' I underſtand ſne is 
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miſſing from the Houſe; I ſay I have not de- 
ceiv'd her, becauſe account her my Wife; and I 
have not carry'd her away, for I know nothing 
What is become of her, If I have not celebrated 
the Marriage publickly, it was becauſe I expect- 
ed my Mother, who lies at the laſt Gaſp, wou'd 
have exchang'd this Life for a better, for ſhe was 
deſirous I ſhou'd marry the Lady Livia, Daugh- 
ter of the Duke of Mantua, and on Account of 
other Inconveniences, as powerful perhaps as 
this, tho' not proper to be mention'd now. That 
which paſs'd, was this; the Night you reſcy'd 
me, I was to have carry'd her to Ferrara, for ſhe 
was then in the Month in which ſhe was to bring 
to Light the Pledge ſhe bore within her ; but 
whether it was owing to that Quarrel, or to my 
Heedleſſneſs, when I came to the Houſe, I 
found the Confident of all our Intercourſes com- 
ing out. I ask'd her for Cornelia; ſhe anſwer'd 
ſhe was gone, and was deliver'd that Night of 
the ſweeteſt Babe in the World, and that ſhe had 
given it to one Fabio, my Servant. That is the 
Damſel you ſee there, and there is Fabio, but the 
Infant and Cornelia are not to be found. I have 
been theſe two Days in Bolonia, expecting and 
enquiring to hear News of Cornelia, but have 
heard none. 3 
T HEN when Cornelia and the Child, ſaid Don 
Juan, ſhall appear, you will not deny her to be 
your Wife, and that to be your Son ? No cer- 
tainly, reply'd the Duke; for tho? I value my 
ſelf as a Nobleman, I value my ſelf as a Chriſti- 
an more; and the rather, becauſe Cornelia is ſuch 
an one, as deſerves to be Miſtreſs of a King- 
dom. Let Cornelia appear, and if my Mother 
lives or dyes, the World ſhall ſee, that if Iknow 
OW 
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how to love, I know how to keep that Faith in 
publick, wiich 1 gave in private. Will you be 
ſo good, Sir, cry'd Don Juan, to ſay what you 
have ſaid to me, to your Brother, Signior Lo— 
renzo? I am ſorry, anſwer'd the Duke, I have 
not acquainted him with it ſooner. 

Don Juan then made Signs to Lorenzo, to 
alight and come to them; which he did, 
but far from thinking what good News awaited 
him. The Duke advanc'd to receive him with 
open Arms, and the firſt Word he ſpoketo him, 
was to call him Brother. Lorenzo was at 4 
Loſs how to anſwer to ſo kind a Salutation, 
and civil Reception; and ſtanding thus in Suſ- 
pence, before he cou'd utter a Word, Lorenzo, 
ſaid Don Juan, the Duke confeſles the ſecret 
Converſation he has held with your Siſter the 
Lady Cornelia; he confeſſes alſo that ſhe is his 
lawful Wife; and what he ſays here, he will de- 
clare in publick, when Opportunity offers. He 
grants likewiſe, that four Nights ago he deſign'd 
to have taken her from her Relation's Houle, to 
carry her to Ferrara, and wait there a Seaſon 
to celebrate his Marriage, which he has delay'd 
for ſufficient Reaſons, which he has repeated to 
me. He has told me alſo of the Quarrel he had 
with you, and that when he went to call Cor- 
nelia, he met with Sulpicia, her Maid, the ſame 

you ſee yonder, who inform'd him that Cornelia 
was brought to Bed not an Hour before, and 
that ſhe had deliver'd the Child to a Servant of 
the Duke; and that Cornelia, believing the Duke 
was without, left the Houſe immediately full 
of Fear, becauſe ſhe imagin'd Signior Lorenze 
knew her Conduct. Sulpicia did not give the 
Child to the Duke's Servant, bat to ſome body 
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elſe inſtead of him. Cornelia does not appear ; 
the Duke lays all the Blame on himſelf, and de- 


clares that whenever the Lady Cornelia comes 


to Light, he will receive her as his rightful 
Wife. What more, Signior Lorenzo, is there 
to be ſaid or wiſh'd, unleſs it be to find out thoſe 


two invaluable but unfortunate Pledges which 


are wanting? _ 
To this Lorenzo reply'd, throwing himſelf 


at the Duke's F ect, who ſtrove to raiſe- him 
up, Moſt noble Sir, and my excellent Brother, 


trom your 3 and Greatneſs, my Siſter 
and I cou'd not expect a leſs Favour than what 


vou have now ſhewn us, by making her your 
| Equal, and placing me in the Number of your 


Friends; And here his Eyes ſwum in Tears, and e- 
ven the Duke's began to gather, the onefor having 
loſt his Spouſe, and the other for having found ſo 


valuable a Brother-in-Law ; butrefleQing, that it 


wou'd appear Weakneſs to expreſs their Affecti- 
on by Tears, they ſuppreſs'd them, and dry'd 


their Eyes; while Don Juan's were chearful, 


as if he were going to impart the Tidings of Cor- 
nelia's being found, and her Son, whom he had 


left behind at his Houſe. 


THrixcs were in this Poſture, when Don 
Antonio de Yſunga diſcover'd himſelf, whom 
Don Juan knew at ſome Diſtance by his Horſe. 
When he drew near, he ſtopp'd, and ſaw Don 
Juau's and Lorenzo's Horſes held by the Lac- 
quies, and knew Don Juan and Lorenzo ſo far 
off, but not the Duke; he was uncertain whe- 
ther to approach, or not, and going up to the 
Duke's Servants, ask'd them if they knew it at 
Gentleman, - who was talking with the other 
two, pointing to the Dake ; they anſwer'd, he 
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was the Duke of Ferrara; at which he was more 
confounded, and at a greater Loſs what to do 
than before; but Don Juan drew him out of 


his Perplexity, and call'd to him by his Name: 
Antonio alighted, obſerving that they were all 


on Foot, and walk'd up to them, and the Duke 


receiv'd him very courteouſly, Don Juan ha- 
ving inform'd him that he was his Friend. In 
a word, Don Juan acquainted Antonio with all 
that had paſs'd with the Duke, *till his Arrival; 
Antonio was over-joy'd at it, Why don't you 
make the Satisfaction and Pleaſure of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, ſaid he, compleat, Don Juan, by let- 
ting them know that the Lady Cornelia and her 
Child are found? If you had not come, Antonio, 
ſaid Don Jaan, I wou'd have told them theſe 
happy Tidings my ſelf, but now you ſhall be the 
Publiſher, and I can aſſure you the News will 
be heartily welcome. . 
LORENZO and the Duke hearing them 
ſpeak of finding Cornelia, ask'd them about 
what they were talking: Only, anſwer'd Don An- 
tonio, | am willing to make one in this Tragi- 


Comedy, and am to be the Perſon who informs 


your Excellence that the Lady Cornelia and her 
Son are found, and are both in my Houſe ; and 
immediately he recounted the whole Story. The 
Duke and Signior Lorenzo were ſo tranſported, 
that Lorenzo embrac'd Don Juan, and the Duke 
Don Antonio. The Duke promis'd him all his 


Eſtate as a Reward for the News, and Lorenzo 


his Fortune, Life, and Soul. They call'd to 
them the Damſel, who gave Don Juan the 
Child, who trembled when ſhe ſaw Lorenzo. 
They ask'd her if ſhe knew the Man to whom 
ſhe geliver'd the Infant; * anſwer'd, No; only 
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ſhe ask'd him if he was Fabio, and that he ſaid, 
he was; and that in the Belief of this ſhe had put 


the Babe into his Arms. All this is true, ſaid 
Don Juan, and you ſhut the Door preſently, 


bidding me ſecure it, and come back directly. I 
did fo, reply'd the Wench, crying; Here is no 


occaſion for Tears, ſaid the Duke, but R-joy- 


cings ; and the Caſe being thus, Iwill not enter 


Ferrara, but return to Bolonia, for all theſe De- 
lights are imaginary, till they are verify'd by the 
Sight of Cornelia; and without ſaying any thing 
more, they went back by common Conſent to 
Bolonia. | 5 


Don Antonio rode before, to prepare Corue- 


lia, that ſhe might not be ſurpriz'd at the unex- 


pected Arrival of the Duke, and her Brother. 
But when he did not find her, and the Pages 


cou'd give him no Tidings of her, he was over- 
whelm'd with Confuſion and Grief; and as the 


Servant-Woman was alſo wanting, he imagin'd 


it was ſhe who had ſpirited away Cornelia. The 
Pages told him, the Woman was miſſing the 
ſame Day as they departed, and that as for Cor- 
nelia, whoever ſhe was, they had never ſeen her. 
Antonio was Out of his Wits, at this unforeſeen 


Accident, fearing the Duke perhaps might take 


them for Impoſtors and Lyars, or think ſome 
worſe Thing, to the Prejudice of their Honour, 
and Cornelia's Reputation. 

As he was making theſe Reflections, the 
Duke, Don Juan and Lorenzo enter'd Bolonia, 
having paſs'd thro? private unfrequented Ways, 


and left the reſt of the Company without the 


City. They came to Don Juan's Houſe, and 


found Antonio fitting with his Cheek on his 


Hand, and as pale as Death. Don Juan ask d 


him, 
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him, if he was well, and where was Cornelia. 


How can I be well, anſwer'd Anton, ſince 


Cornelia is not to be found? for the very Day 
we ſet out on our Journey, ſhe and the Wo- 
man we left to keep her Company, diſappear*d. 


TRE Duke was ready to expire, and Loren- 


20 10 run diſtracted at the News; and all of 
them were vex'd and troubled, and full of a 
thouſand ſtrange Imaginations. At this, a Page 


ſtep'd up to Don Autouio, and whiſpering him 
in the Ear, Santiſte van, Sir, ſaid he, Don Fa- 


an's Page, ever ſinee your Worſhips have been 
gone, has kept a pretty Woman lock'd up 
in his Chamber, and I believe her Name is Cor- 
nelia, for I have heard her call'd ſo. Antonio 
was fretted a- new, and had much rather Corne- 
lia had not been diſcover'd, (for he concluded 
it was ſhe whom the Page had conceal'd) than to 


have her be found in ſuch a Place. However he ſaid © -- 


Nothing, but going ſilently to the Page's Cham 
ber-Dvor, he found it lock'd, and the Page not 
in the Houſe. He call'd at the Door with a 
low Voice, Open the Door, Cornelia, and 
come forth to receive your Brother, and the 
Duke your Husband, who are come to look 
for you. Do you banter me? anſwer'd one 
from within: Truly I am neither ſo homely, 


let me tell you, not fo deſpicable, but that 


Dukes and Earls may vouchſafe me a Viſit: but 
[ deſerve this. for having to do with Pages. 
- By thefe Expreſſions, Autonio underſtood it 
was not Cornelia who ſpoke; in the mean time 
Santiſtevan came home, and went directly to 
his Chamber, where he met Don Antonio, who 
commanded him to fetch the ſeveral Keys in the 
Houſe, ia order to ſee whether any of them 
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wou'd open that Door. The Page fell on his 
Knees, and with the Key in his Hand, Vour Wor- 
ſhip's Abſence, ſaid he, and my Folly, to ſay 
no worſe of it, tempted me to bring a Woman 


into the Houſe to keep me Company theſe three 
Nights. But I beg your Worſhip, as you hope 


for good News from Spain, that if my Maſter 


Don Juan de Gamboa has not heard of it, you 
will not tell him, for I will ſend her away this 
Moment. What his her Name? ſaid Don An- 
tonio. Cornelia, anſwer'd the Page. N 

His Companion, who had diſcover'd the 
Secret, and was no great Friend to Santiſte van; 
whether out of Simplicity or Malice is uncer- 
tain, ran down to the Duke, Don Juan and 
Lorezzo, crying out; As I live, they have made 
Santiſtevan yonder turn out the Lady Cornelia, 
whom he kept up 2s cloſe as a Mouſe, in hope 


nis Maſter wou'd net come back ſo ſoon, that 


he might have entertain'd himſelf with her three or 
four Days longer. What is that you ſay, Friend? 
ask'd Lorenzo, who heard him; where is the 


Lady Cornelia? Above; anſwer'd the Page. 


The Duke had ſcarcely heard this, when he 
darted up the Stairs. like Lightning, to look for 
Cornelia, ſuppoſing ſhe was found. He flew 
direQly to the Chamber where Don Antonio was, 


and going in, Where is Cornelia? ſaid he; Where 


is the Life of my Life? Cornelia is here; an- 
ſwer'd a Woman, who lay cover'd over in the 
Sheets. Where is the great Harm in this? con- 


tinu'd ſhe; is it a new Thing, I pray, for a 
Woman to ſleep with a Page, that you make 


ſach a Wondering at it? 
 LORENZ0U, who was preſent, in a vio- 
lent Rage and Madneſs, pull'd afide the — 
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of the Sheet, and diſcover'd a young Woman 
of no deſpicable Aſpect, who clap'd her Hands 
before her Face out of Shame, and ſtrove to 
huddle on her Clothes, which ſhe had thruſt un- 
der her Head for a Pillow, for the Bed afforde1 
no ſuch Convenience; By all which it 9 
ſhe was ſome common Jade of the Town. 
The Duke ask'd her, if her Name was really 
Cornelia: ſhe anſwer'd, Yes; and that ſhe had 
very good Relations in the City ; but no body 
cou'd ſay, they wou'd never drink Water. 
THe Duke was fo aſham'd, that he was rea- 
dy to think, whether the Spaniards had not a- 
bus'd him; but not to give way to fo ill a Suſ- 
picion, he turn'd his Back, and without ſpeaking 
a Word, Lorenzo following him, took Horſe, 
and rode away, leaving Don Juan and Antonio 
more out of Countenance. then they, and re- 
folv'd to uſe all Endeavours poſſible, or even 
- impoſſible, to find Cornelia, and ſatisfy the Duke 
of their Truth and good Intention. 
T Ex turn'd Santiſte van away for his Impu- 
dence, and thruſt the Strumpet Cornelia out of 
Doors, and in that Inſtant recolle&ed, that they 
had forgotten to tell the Duke of the Jewels, 
and Croſs of Diamonds which Cornelia had of- 
fer'd them; by which Tokens he wou'd have 
. believ'd Cornelia had been in their Power, and 
that if ſhe were miſſing now, they had not con- 
ceal'd her. They follow'd him, to inform him 
of this, but did not find him at Lorenxo's Houſe, 
as they expected; they met with Lorenzo, who 
told them the Duke went to Ferrara without a- 
ny Stay, leaving Order for an Inquiry to be 
made after his Siſter ; they acquainted Lorenzo 
then with what they deſign'd to have told the 
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Duke; but he aſſur'd them the Duke was very 
well fatisfy'd in their Behaviour, and that both of 
them had laid the Fault on Cornelia's exceſſive 
Fear, and did not queſtion butHeaven wou'd pre- 
ſerve her, and bring her to Light, fince ſhe and 
the Woman and the Child cou'd not be ſunk 
into the Ground. r 

THE all comforted themſelves with this, 
and were not willing to make Inquiry after her 
by publick Proclamation, but private Search, 
fince no body knew of her Flight beſide her Re- 
lation; and that among thoſe who did not know 
theDuke's Intention, it wou'd put Corzelia's Re- 
putation to Hazard if they proclaim'd her, and 
it wou'd be an endleſs Labour to ſatisfy every 
one of the Suſpicions, which a violent Preſump- 
tion might infuſe into them. WE 

Tuk Duke purſu'd his Journey, and good 
Fortune ſo order'd it, that he call'd at the Cu- 
rate's Village, where Cornelia was with the 
Child and the Nurſe, and her unlucky DireQ- 
reſs; they had given the Curate an Account ef 
her Life, and ask'd his Advice what they ſhou'd 
do. The Curate was a great Friend of the 
Duke's; to whoſe Houſe, which was provided 
like a wealthy and curious Clergyman's, the 
Duke us'd to come frequently from Ferrara, and 
from thence go a-Hunting ; for he took an ex- 


traordinary Pleaſure in the Neatnefs of the Cu- | 


rate, and the handſome Manner he ſnew'd in e- 
very Thing he ſaid or did. He was not ſur- 
priz'd to ſee the Duke in his Houſe, for it was 
not the firſt Time by many, but was troubled 
to ſee him ſo ſad ; for he preſently perceiv'd 
there was ſomething lay upon his Mind. 


co. 
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CORNELIA overheard that the Duke of 
Ferrara was there, and was extremely diſturb'd, 
not knowing with what Intention hecame; ſhe 
wrung her Hands, and ran from Place to Place, 
like one Diſtracted ; ſhe wou'd fain have ſpo- 
ken with the Curate, but he was entertaining the 
Duke, and had no Time to talk with her. 

I am come, Father, ſaid the Duke, very ſor- 
rowful, and will not enter Ferrara, but make 
my ſelf your Gueſt ; do ſo much as go out, and 
bid thoſe who came with me paſs on to Ferra- 
ra, and only Fabio ſtay behind. The honeſt. 
Curate did ſo, and afterwards went to give Or- 
ders for entertaining the Duke, which affording 
Cornelia an Opportunity to ſpeak with him, ſhe 
took him by the Hand, Good Father, faid ſhe, 
what isit the Duke wants? For the Love of 
Heaven, touch upon my Affair with him, and 
ſome way or other get him to diſcover his In- 
tention ; — it as you ſhall think beſt, and 
as your great Diſcretion ſhall direct you. The 
Duke, anſwer'd the Curate, is very melancholic, 
but has not yet told me the Cauſe. What you 
have to do, is immediately to dreſs the Child 
very handſomely, and put on all the Jewels you 
have, eſpecially thoſe which were given you by 
the Duke; and leave the reſt to me, for I hope 
in Heaven we ſhall have good Succeſs. 

CORNELTIA embrac'd him, and having 
kiſs'd his Hand, withdrew to dreſs the Child, 
and the Curate return'd to attend the Duke till 
Dinner was ready. In the Progreſs of the Diſ- 
courfe, he ask'd the Duke, if he might be per- 
mitted to know the Occaſion of his Sadneſs, for 
a Man might perceiveit ate Mile's Diſtance. It 

is very plain, reply'd 4 Duke, that the ä 
N '5 0 
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of the Heart ſhew themſelves in the Counte- 
nance, and the Hiſtory of what is in the Soul 
is read in the Eyes; and which is worſe, I dare 
not at preſent communicate my Griefs to any. 
If your Excellence, purſu'd the Curate, were 
but in a Condition to be entertain'd with plea- 
ſant Sights, I cou'd ſhew you one, which 1 
keep for my own Diverſion, which wou'd de- 
light. you wonderfully. It wou'd be a great 
Folly, ſaid the Duke, when a Man is ofter'd 
ſome Relief in his Trouble, to refuſe it. I beg 
you therefore, Father, let me ſee what you 
ſpeak of; I ſuppoſe it is ſome of your Curio- 
fities, and they have often amus'd me very a- 
greeably. 705 5 5 
Ax this the Curate roſe, and went out to 
Cornelia, who had dreſs'd the Child, and put 
on him the rich Jewels the Duke had given her. 
He took the Child in his Arms, and returning 
to the Duke, deſir'd him to come to the Win- 
dow for the ſake of the Light; and delivering 
the Child then into the Duke's Arms; the Duke 
view'd it, and knowing the Jewels to be the 
ſame as he had preſented to Cornelia, he was a- 
maz'd, and looking ſtrictly on the Babe, he 
thought he beheld his own Likeneſs, and full 
of Admiration ask'd the Curate, whoſe the 
Child was, which by the Finery of the Dreſs 
ſeem'd to be ſome Prince's? I don't know, an- 
ſwer'd the Curate, only ſome Nights fince, I 
can't ſay how many, a Gentleman of Bolox/a 
brought it to me, and charg'd me to take care 
of it, and breed it up, for it was the Son of no 
ordinary Father, and a conſiderable and very 
beautiful Mother. There came alſo with the 
Gentleman a Woman to ſuckle the 9 ot 
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whom [I have inquir'd, if ſhe knew any Thing 
of the Child's Parents; ſhe reply'd, ſhe did not 
know a Syllable; and in ſhort, if the Mother 
is as handſome as the Nurſe, ſhe muſt be the 
lovelieſt Woman in Italy. Shall I not ſee her, 
ſaid the Duke? Yes, certainly, reply'd the Cu- 
rate. Follow me, Sir, and if your Excellence 
is ſo ſurpriz'd at the Richneſs of the Child's 
Clothes, I believe you will be much more ſur- 
_ priz'd at the Sight of the Nurſe. 
TRE Curate wou'd have taken the Child 
back from the Duke, but he wou'd not part 
with it, till he had hugg'd it cloſe, and given 
it a thouſand Kiſſes. The Curate went a little 
before, and ſpoke to Cornelia to come forward 
without Diſturbance, and receive the Duke. 
She obey'd, and with the Emotion ſuch Colours 
aroſe in her Face, as made her beautiful beyond 
Expreflion. Ig 8 by 
Tne Duke was aſtoniſh'd when he ſaw her, 
and ſhe throwing herſelf at his Feet, endea- 
vour'd to kiſs them; but the Duke, without 
ſpeaking a Word, gave the Child to the Cu- 
rate, and turning his Back, ruſh'd haſtily out of 
the Room. When Cornelia ſaw it, Alas! Sir, 
ſaid ſhe to the Curate, is the Duke frighted at 
me? Does he deteſt me? Was | an Offence to 
his Eyes? Has he forgot the Obligation he owes 
me? Cou'd he not afford me one Word? Was 
his own Son ſucha Burthen to him, that he ſhou'd 
thus throw him out of his Arms ? | 
To all this, the Curate made her no An- 
ſwer, being amaz'd at the Departure of the 
Dake, which he thought look'd more like a 
Flight, than any thing elſe. But the Duke on- 
ly went out to call Fabis; Dear Fabio, ſaid he, 
run 


— 


324 The Lady CORNELIA. 
run back immediately to Bolonia, and defire 
Lorenzo Bentivogli, and the two Spaniſh Gen- 
tlemen, Don Jaan de Gamboa, and Don Anto- 
nio de Tſunca, to come hither this Moment 
without Delay on any Pretence; away, and 
don't come back without them, for it concerns 
my Life to ſee them. | 
FAB did not loiter, but executed his 
Lord's Commands immediately; and the Duke 
went back to the Room, where Cornelia was 
ſhedding lovely Tears. He claſp'd her in his 
Arms, and mingling Tears with Tears, drew 
in her Breath at her fair Month a thouſand 
times, their Tranſport tying their Tongues. 
Thus theſe two happy Lovers and true Con- 
| ſorts en joy'd each other in a virtuous and a- 
morous Silence. The Nurſe, and the Servant- 
Woman, at leaſt as ſhe ſaid, who ſaw what 
paſs'd between the Duke and Cornelia from a- 
nother Chamber, were ready to leap over the 
Moon for Joy, and ſeem'd out of their Wits. 
Tu E Curate beſtow'd a thouſand Bleſſings 
on the Child, whom he held in his Arms, and 
with his right Hand, which was at Liberty, 
threw inceſſant Benedictions on the raptur'd 
Pair. His Maid, who was not preſent at this 
welcome Scene, being buſy'd in drefling the 
Dinner, came in now to call them to fit down 
to Table. This broke off their Embraces, and 
the Duke eas'd the Curate's Arms of the Child, 
and held it in his own all the Time the Enter- 
tainment laſted, which was neat and decent ra- 
ther than coſtly. White they were dtning, Cor- 
nelia gave an Account of what had befallen 
Her, till her coming to the Curate's Houſe, by 
the Advice of the Maid-Seryant belonging to 
tae 
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the two Spaniſp Gentlemen, who had ſhelter'd 
and protected her with the moſt honourable and 
ſtrict Decorum that cou'd be imagin'd ; the Duke 
alſo acquainted her with all that had happen'd 
to him till that time. 
TE two Women, the Nurſe, and the Spa- 
niards Servant, were preſent, and had extra- 
ordinary Offers and Promiſes made them by the 
Duke. They were all fill'd with Joy at this 
happy Event, and only waited to crown it, and 
raiſe it to the higheſt PerfeQion they cou'd de- 
fire, by the Arrival of Lorenzo, and Don Juan, 
and Don Antonio; who came thither three Days 
after, out of Breath, and impatient to kear whe- 
ther the Duke had learn'd any News of Corne- 
lia, becauſe Fabio, who was ſent to call them, 
cou'd not tell them of her being found, for he 
knew nothing of it. wy | 
TE Duke went out, and receiv'd them in 
2 large Room near that where Cornelia was, 
without any Tokens of Gladneſs, at which 
they were very much dejected. He made them 
fit down, and fate down with them, and ad- 
. Erefling himſelf to Lorenzo: You know very 
well, Signior Lorenzo, faid he, that I never de- 
ceiv'd your Siſter; of which Heaven and my 
own Conſcience are ſufficient Witneſſes. You 
know alſo the diligent Search I have made afrer 
her, and the Deſire I had to find her, in order 
to Marry her, according to my Promiſe. She 
does not appear, and my Promife ought not to 
de eternal. I am young, and not to gravely 
experienc'd in the Affairs of the World, as not 
to liſten to the Offers of Pleaſure which invite 
me at every ſtep. The ſame Affect ou which 
ind uc'd me to promiſe Cornelia to Marry her, 
| carry'd 
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carry'd me alſo to paſs the ſame Promiſe be- 


fore to a Country-Girl of this Village, whom 


I thought to have betray'd, that I might follow 
the ſuperior Merit of Cornelia, tho* not what 


my Conſcience requir'd, which was no ſinall 


Proof of my Love. But ſince no Man can 
Marry a Woman, who does not appear, and it 


is not reaſonable, a Man ſhou'd ſeek after a 
Woman who has left him, and refuſes to be 
found; you may ſee, Signior Lorenzo, what 


Satisfaction I give you, that Ido you no wrong, 
nor ever had it in my Intention; I deſire there- 
fore you will allow me to fulfil my firſt Ingage- 
ment, and marry the Country- Girl, who is now 
in the Houſe. | 


ALL the while the Duke was ſpeaking, Lo- 


renzo's Colour ſhifted a thouſand times, nor 
was he able to ſit ſtill on his Chair; an evident 
Sign that Rage was taking Poſſefſion of his 
Heart; Don Juan and Don Antonio felt the 
ſame Emotion, and preſently determin'd not 
to permit the Dake to execute his Deſign, tho? 
it colt them their Lives. The Duke reading 
their Mind in their Looks; Be eaſy, Signior 
Lorenzo, ſaid he, for before you anſwer me a 
Word, I am willing the Beauty you will ſee 
in Her I propoſe to make my Wife, ſhou'd o- 
blige yon to grant me the Leave I ask; for it 
is ſo unrival'd, that it will juſtify even greater 
Errors. ” FE: 
_ Havinds. faid this, he left them, and went 
into the Room to Cornelia, who was magni- 
ficently adorn'd with all the Jewels which be- 
long'd to the Child, and many more belide. As 
ſoon as the Duke had turn'd his Back, Don 
Juan ſtatted up, and reſting his Hands on the * 
Arms 
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Arms of the Chair where Lorenzo was ſitting, 


By St. Jago of Gallicia, Signior Lorenzo, ſaid 


he in his Ear, and by the Faith of a Chriſtian, 

and of a Gentleman, I will as ſoon ſuffer the 
Duke to proceed in his Intention, as I deſign 
to turn Moor. Here, here, in theſe Hands of 
mine, ſhall he either leave his Life, or fulfil the 


Promiſe he made to your Siſter Cornelia; at 


leaſt, he ſhall allow us Time to ſearch fur- 
ther, and not Marry, till it is certainly known 
ſhe is Dead. I am of the ſame Mind, anſwer'd 
Lorenzo; and ſo will my Companion Don 
Antonio be, added Don Juan. 
AT this Moment, from an oppoſite Room, 
enter'd Cornelia, between the Curate and the 
Duke, who led her by the Hand, and behind 
them came Sulpicia, Cornelia's Maid, whom 
the Duke had ſent for from Ferrara, and the 
two Women, the Child's Nurſe, and the Spa- 
niſh Gentlemen's Servant. 5 5 
WHEN Lorenzo ſaw his Siſter, and had tak- 
en a full View of her, (for at firſt, the ſeeming 
Impoſſibility of the Thing wou'd not let him 


admit the Truth) he ran haſtily to throw him 
ſelf at the Duke's Feet, who rais'd him up, and 


plac'd him in the Arms of his Siſter, or rather, 


his Siſter embrac'd him with all poflible To- 
kens of Joy. Don Juan and Don Antonio 


told the Duke, he had practis'd the moſt inge- 
nious and pleaſant Deceit in the World. 
Tu Duke took the Child, which was 


brought in by Sulpicia, and giving it to Loren- 


20; Receive, Sir, ſaid he, your Nephew and my 


Son; and ſee whether you will give me leave 


to Marry this Country Laſs, who is the firſt 
* to whom I have paſb'd a Promile of this 


Sind: - | It 
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Ix ͤwou'd be endleſs to relate what Lorenzo 
anſwer'd, what Don Jaan enquir'd, and what 
Don Antonio thought; the Rejoycing of the 
Curate, the Gladneſs of Sulpicia, the Dire- 
Qreſs's Satisfaction, the Jubily of the Nurſe, 
the Admiration of Fabio, and finally the com- 
mon Exultation of all. | | 
Tux Curatemarry'd them immediately, Don 
Juan de Gamboa being Father to the Bride. It 
was agreed to keep the Nuptials private, till they 
ſaw the Iſſue of the Dutcheſs's Illneſs, who 
lay almoſt at the laſt Gaip; and that in the 
mean time Corzelia ſhou'd go back to Bolenia, 
with her Brother. All which was done accor- 
dingly. 
THe Dutcheſs dy'd, and Cornelia made her 
Entrance into Ferrara, rejoycing all the World 
with the Sight; Mourning Weeds were turn'd 
into Habits of Joy; the Nurſe and the Wo- 
man-Servant were liberally rewarded; Sulpicia 
was marry'd to Fabio, and Don Antonio and 
Don Juan were extremely pleas'd that they had 
been of any Service to the Duke, who offer'd 
them two of his Kinſwomen for Wives, with 
a noble Dowry. They told him, the Gentle- 
men of B:ſcay generally marry'd in their own 
Country; and therefore not out of Contempt, 
for that was impoſſible, but merely to comply 
With ſo laudable a Cuſtom, and the Will of 
their Parents, who had undoubtedly provided 
Matches for them at Home, they did not ac- 
Cept-ſo generous an Offer. £ {7 
Tü Duke admitted their Excuſe, and by 
handſome and honourable Methods, watching 
the Advantage of proper Opportunities, ſent _ 
them a great many Preſents to Bolonia; _ 
ED 0 
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of which were ſo rich, and convey'd in ſo 
lucky a Seaſon, that tho? they were tender of 
taking them, leſt they ſnou'd ſeem to receive 
Pay for their Services, the happy Circumſtance 
of timing them, prevented that Scruple; eſpe- 
cially as to thoſe the Duke made them at their 
Departure for Spain, and when they came to 
take leave of him at Ferrara, where they found 
Cornelia attended with her Ladies, and the 
Duke more enamour'd of her than ever. 

THe Dutchets gave the Croſs of Diamonds 
to Don Juan, and other Jewels to Don Auto- 
nio, who were oblig*d to accept them. They 
arriv'd in Spain, and in their own Country, 
where they marry'd Women rich, well-born 
and beautiful, and always preſe:v'd a Corre> 
ſpondence with the Duke and Dutcheſs, and 
Signior Lorenzo, With wonderful Pleaiure on 
either ſide, _ | | 
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HERE reign'd ſome Ages ſince in 
Ex Burgurdy, a Duke who was a Man 
of great Honour, and very hand- 
ſome in his Perſon. He matry'd 
a Wife, with whoſe Beauty he 
was ſo well contented, that all his 
Thought was to pleaſe her, and ſhe ſeem'd to 
make him anſwerable Returns. The Duke had 
in his Service a young Gentleman ſo well ac- 
complifh'd in whatever can be deſir'd in a Man, 
that every Body was in Love with him, and 
none more than the Dake, near whoſe Perſon 
he had been bred up from a Child. Finding fo 
many Perfections in him, he lov'd him as well 
as a Man can be belov'd, and entruſted him with 
all the Affairs which his Age qualify'd him for. 
The Dutcheſs, who was not a Woman of Vir- 
tue, nor ſatisfy'd with the Love her Husband 
bore her, andthe good Ulage ſhe met with om 
im, 
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him, caſt her Eye on this Gentleman, and took 
ſuch a Liking to him, that in a little time ſhe 
lov'd him beyond meaſure. She was every 
Moment endeavouring to let him ſee it, as well 
by languiſhing and tender Glances, as by paſ- 
fionate Sighs and Airs. But the Gentleman, who 
had all his Life-time made Virtue his Study, 
wou'd not be ſenſible of ſo great Vice in a La- 
dy who had ſo little Occaſion for it; inſfomuch 
that al! her Glances, all her paſſionate Sighs and 
Airs, added on!; to this Fond Woman's Deſpair. 
She was ſo extravagant in her Love, that for- 
getting fhe was a Princeſs who ought to be 
courted without granting any thing, and to be 
ſerv'd, yet at the ſame time to diſdain her Ser- 
vants; ſhe reſolv'd to act the Part of the moſt 
| tranſported Lover, and diſcharge her ſelf of a 
 Burthen which was become intolerable. The 
Duke going to Council, whither the Gentleman 
cou'd not attend him, as not being of Age for it, 
ne becken'd to him to come to her, which he 
did, ſuppoſing ſhe had ſomething to command 
him. Supporting her ſelf on his Arm as a Wo- 
man tir'd with too much Reſt, ſhe led him to a 
Gallery, where, after a Turn or two, ſhe ſaid ; 
I'm ſurpriz'd that ſuch a Man as you, young, 
handſome, and every way engaging, have been 
able to converſe with ſo many Ladies, without 
being ever in Love. She ſtop'd, looking on him as 
languiſhingly as ſhe cou'd, to give him time to 
ſpeak. Madam, reply'd he, if I were worthy of 
the leaſt Notice of your Highneſs, you wou'd 
have more Reaſon. to be ſurpriz'd, if ſo little a 
Man as I had offer'd my Services only to be re- 
fus'd or laught at. This diſcreet Anſwer made 
her more in Love with him than before, and ſhe 
| e 
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ſwore there was not a Lady in the Court but 
wou'd be too happy in a Lover of his Merit, 
bidding him try, and ſhe wou'd warrant he need 
not be at any Pains to ſucceed. - . 

TRE Gentleman durſt not look in the Dutch · 
eſs's Face, her Eyes being ſo full of Fire, that 
they might thaw the moſt Icy Heart; and juſt as 
he was about to excuſe himſelf, the Duke ſent 
for the Dutcheſs to Council on an Affair in 
which ſhe was concern'd. She went, but much 
againſt her Will. As for the Gentleman, he 
 wou'd not ſeem to comprehend her Meaning, 
which afflicted her ſo much that ſhe cou'd not 
tell how to bear it, nor what to impute it to; 
but the Timorouſneſs ofa young Man, Find- 
ing he did not underſtand her Language, ſhe re- 
ſolv'd, a few Days after, to lay aſide all Fear and 
Shame, and tell him plainly what a Paſſion ſhe 
had for him, perſuading her ſelf that a Woman 
of her Beauty cou'd not fail of a good Recepti- 
on. She cou'd have wiſh'd he wou'd have given 
her the Honour to be courted; but, after all, 


ſhe preferr'd her Pleaſure to her Honour, and 


having ſeveral times made Tryal of her firſt 
Eſſay towards it, all without EffeQ, ſhe took 
him one Day by the Sleeve and ſaid, ſhe had 
ſomething of Importance to ſay to him. T he 
Gentleman, with the ReſpeQ and Humility due 
to her, waited on her to a Side- window, whither 
ſhe withdrew. When ſhe perceiv'd ſhe cou'd not 
be ſeen in her Chamber, ſhe renew'd her former 
Diſcourſe with a Trembling ; ſufficiently denot- 
ing her Defire and her Fear. She reproach'd him 
With his Indifference for the Ladies, in not ha- 
ving made Choice of one to be the Object of his 
Love; aſſuring him, let him pitch upon Chon 
"4 


336 The FALSE Durcurss. 


he wou'd, ſhe wou'd do her utmoſt to procure 
his Satisfaction. The Gentleman, no leſs ſur- 
'z'd than-troubled at this Diſcoutſe, reply'd ; 
F have ſuch a ſtout Heart, Madam, that it ouce 
I ſhow'd be refus'd, I ſhou'd never be my ſelf 
again; and am ſo well convinc'd of my want of 
Merit, that Pm ſatisty'd there's not a Lady in 
the Court to whom my Services wou'd be ac- 
ceptapre: cf: 5; | . n 
THE Dutcheſs bluſh'd at theſe Words; 
and believing his Heart was not pre-engag'd, 
proteſted that if he lik'd ever a one of them, be 
who it wou'd, ſhe wou'd aniwer for her, that 
nothing ſhou'd be wanting to bis Contentment, 
Madam, replies he, I don't think there's a Wo- 
man ſo wretched aud ſo blind as to have auy Li- 
king to me. 


TRE Dutcheſs ſeeing he wou'd not under- 
ſtand her, open'd her whole Soul to him; but 


being afraid of the Gentleman's Virtve, did it by 
way of Interrogation : It Fortune, ſays ſhe, ſnou'd 
be fo favourable to you, that I might be the Per- 
ſon who bears you ſo Good-will, what wou'd 
you ſay then? The Gentteman, who thought 
himſelt in a Dream, hearing her talk fo, reply'd 
with one Knee to the Ground; As long as 
God ſhall be fo gracious to me as to continue 
me in my Maſter the Duke's Favour and yours, 
I ſhall look on my ſelf as the happieſt of Mor- 
tals : I. defire no other Reward of my faithful 
Services, and there's no Man lies under more 
Obligations than I do to ſacrifice my Life for 
you both. Pinſatisfy'd, Madam, that the Love 
you bear my Lord your Husband is ſo pure and 
ſo great, that I won't ſay my ſelf only, who am 
but a poor Worm, but even the greateft * 
an 
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and the moſt accompliſh'd Man in the World, 


cou'd not break the Union between my Maſter 
and you. As for rne, he bred me up from a 


Child, and has made me what I am; I wou'd 


not for my Life ſuffer any Thought to enter in- 
to my Heart, other than what a faithful Ser- 
vant ought to have, either for his Wife, his Si- 
ſter, or his Mother. The Dutcheſs wou'd not 


let him proceed any farther ; and ſeeing ſhe was 


in danger of being ſhamefully refus'd, ſhe inter- 
rupted him, ſaying: Thou ſorry conceited Cox- 
comb, who ſaid ought to you on that Head? Be- 
cauſe you are handſome, you fancy the very 
Flies are in Love with you; were you ſo bold 
as to make your Addreſſes to me, I ſhou'd make 
on know that I neither do nor will love any 
an but my Husband. What I ſaid to you was 
for my Diverſion, to ſift you alittle, and laugh 
at you, as I have done at other amorous Fops. I 
took it, and take it to be ſo, Madam, reply'd 
he. She wou'd hear no more, but turning briskly 
from him went to her Chamber, where percei- 


ving her Ladies approaching her, ſhe ſhut her- 


ſelf up in her Cloſet, grieving and bemoaning 
her ſelf in the moſt piteous manner. On one 
hand ſhe was tormented by diſappointed Love, 
and on the other by the Vexation ſhe was in, that 
ſhe had begun ſo impertinenta Dialogue with a 
Centleman who had anſwer'd her ſo diſcreetly. 
She cou'd not bear the Thought. Sometimes, ſhe 
was ſo mad ſhe cou'd kill her ſelf: At others, 
nothing wou'd ſatisfy her but the Life of him 
whom ſhe now look'd upon as her moſt cruel 
Enemy. After ſhe had ſpent much Time in 
weeping, ſhe feign'd her ſelf ill, that ſhe might 
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not ſup with the Duke, on whom that Gentleman 
8 waited. The Duke, who lov'd bis 
ife better than himſelf, did not fail to viſit 
her immediately. That ſhe might the more eaſily 
get what ſhe wanted, ſhe told him, ſhe thought 
ſhe was with Child, and that Breeding had brought 
a Rheum into her Eyes, which was very trou- 
bleſome to her. ; 
 T nx Dutcheſs had been a-bed two or three 
Hours, and fo ſad and melancholy, that the 
Dake believ'd it was ſomething more than Breed- 
ing, which fo diſorder'd her. To comfort her, 
he reſolv'd that Night to lie with her; and find- 
ing that all his Careſſes did not hinder her from 
fighing continually, he ſaid, You know, my Dear, 
I love you as I do my Life; and that if you 
dye, I can't ont-live you; if therefore you value 
my Health, tell me what makes you ſigh ſo; for 
T cannot think 'tis your Breeding only. The 
Dutcheſs, ſeeing her Husband was in the Diſpo- 
fition ſhe- defir'd, thought it a good Time to 
revenge her ſelf; Sir, fays ſhe, embracing him 
with the Tears in her Eyes, my greateſt III is 
to ſee you cheated by thoſe who are moſt obli- 
ed to rake Care of your Honour and Welfare. 
his rais'd in the Duke a great Curioſity. to 
know why fhe talk'd ſo; and he beg'd her to 
ſpeak plainly, without Fear or Diſguiſe. She ex- 
cus'd her ſelf a long while, but at laſt ſaid, I 
ſhall never again think it ſtrange that Foreigners 
make War one upon another, ſince thofe who 
are molt oblig*d are ſo bold as to attack Princes 
in the moſt ſenſible Part; the loſs of Treaſure 
and Lands is nothing to it: I ſay this with re- 
ſpect to ſuch a Gentleman, (at the ſame. time 
.Baming her Enemy) whom you have _ 4 
err? y 
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ferr'd, and treated more like a Child than a Ser- 
vant; and who, in return, has had the Impudence 
and Baſeneſs to atteinpt the Honour of your 
Wife, on which depends that of your Houſe, 
and your Children: Tho' he a long time endea- 
vour'd to inſinuate his Evil Intentions, yet I 
wou'd not underſtand him; my Heart was full 
of you, and had no Room for any other: I pre- 
tended not to know his Meaning; but inthe 
End he explain'd it ſo openly that I cou'd no 
longer doubt of it, and I made him ſuch an An- 
ſwer as became my Rank and my Honour. I 
hate him now ſo, that I can't bear the Sight of 
him; *twas to avoid him that I kept my Chamber, 
and depriv'd my ſelf of the Happineſs of your 
Company. I beg you, Sir, not to ſuffer ſuch a 
Plague about you. Who knows what he may do 
to ſecure himſelf from the Vengeance he may 
reaſonably expect, when the thing comes to your 
Knowledge? This, Sir, is the ground of my 
Grief; and, in Juſtice and Honour, there ſhowd 

ſome ſpeedy Care be takenin the Matter, 
To 'the Duke lov'd his Wife, and was ſenſible of 
the Inſult; he lov'd alſo the Gentleman, and cou'd 
ſcarce believe the Fable ſhe had invented to be 
true. Not knowing what to do in the Caſe, he 
went to his Apartment in a great Fury, and bid 
his Servants tell that Gentleman not to come in 
his Preſence; but to confine himſelf in his Houle 
for ſome time. The Gentleman, ignorant of 
the Cauſe of ſo ſudden an Order, was ſo much 
the more troubled at it, by how much he thought 
he had deſerv'd a quite contrary Treatment. Ha- 
ving great Aſſurance in his Innocence and Acti- 
ons, he deſit'd a Friend of his to ſpeak to the 
| + of 2 Duke 
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Duke in his Behalf; and at the ſame time he 
wrote him a Letter, wherein he humbly pray'd, 


that if by any Miſreport it was his Misfortune 
to be forbidden his Preſence, he wou'd be plea- 


ſed to ſuſpend his Judgment 'till he was better 


Inform'd of the Truth, and he dar'd hope it 


wou'd be found that he had given him no Occa- 
ſion of Offence. This Letter appeas'd the Duke 
a little; he ſent for him to his Chamber, and 
utting on a ſerious Air ſaid to this Effect: 
hat he did not think, after having bred him as 
his own Child, he ſhou'd have Cauſe to repent 
of the Good he had done him; or that ever he 
wou'd have offer'd to wrong him in a Point 
more tender than Life or Dominion; ſuch as 


an Attempt on the Honour of her who is his o- 


ther Half, and to cover his Houſe with eternal 
Shame: You may be ſure, added he, this Af- 
front ſticks ſo cloſe to me, that if I thought it 
was true, your Life ſhou'd &er now have paid 
the Forfeit. The Gentleman was not ſurpriz'd 
at this Diſcourſe; on the contrary, depending on 
his Innocence, he ſpoke boldly, and pray'd him 


to be pleas'd to name his Accuſer; the Accu- 


ſation being of ſuch a nature, that it requir'd 
to be diſcuſs'd rather by the Sword than the 
Tongue. Your Accuſer, reply'd the Duke, has 


no other Arms but Chaſtity 5 *tis my Wife, and 
no body elſe, that ſaid it; and the has deſir'd me 


to be reveng'd of you. The poor Gentleman, 
tho? aſtoniſh'd at the Dutcheſs's prodigious Ma- 
lice, wou'd not however accuſe her; but con- 
tented himſelf with anſwering, Madam may 


ſay what ſhe pleaſes: You know her, Sir, bet- 


ter than I; and Inever I ſaw her but in your Com- 
| pany, 


The FaLsE Dutcness. 34t 


pany, except once, when ſhe did methe Honour 
to ſpeak a few Words to me. Vour Judgment is 
as good as any Prince's in Chriſtendom; and I 
beg you, Sir, to conſider whether you ever ſaw 
any thing in me that might give you Cauſe of 
Suſpicion: *Tis a Fire which it is impoſſible to 
conceal a long time; ſo that thoſe that are ſick 
of the ſame Diſtemper may not perceive it. 1 
deſire the Favour, Sir, to be believ'd in two things: 
One is, that I am ſo faithful to you, that if Ma- 
dam your Wife was the handſomeſt Woman in 
the World, 'tis not in Love's Power to make 
me capable of doing any thing againſt my Ho- 
nour and my Duty. The other, that if Madam 
was not your Wife, ſhe's the laft of all the 
Women in the World whom I ſhou'd- fall in 
Love with: There are enough who wou'd en- 
gage my Heart ſooner than ſhe cou'd. At theſe 
Words the Duke grew a little in Temper with 
him: Indeed I did not give Credit to it, ſays he; 

go do as you were wont, and depend upon it, if 
I find the Truth is on your Side, I ſhall love 
you better than ever; if otherwiſe, tis as much 
as your Life is worth. The Gentleman thank'd 
him, and ſubmitted to the moſt ſevere Puniſh- 
ment which cou'd be invented, in caſe he was 
found culpable. 

TRE Dutcheſs, finding the Gentleman was 
ſtill in his Service as formerly, cou'd not bear 
it; and faid to her Husband, If they Poiſon you 
*twill be no more than you deſerve, Sir, ſince 
you put more Confidence in your mortal Ene- 
mies, than in your moſt intimate Friends. Do 
not trouble your ſelf, my Dear, reply'd the 
Duke; if it appears to me, that what you told 
e Wi - me 
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me is true, he ſhall not live a Day longer: But 
he having proteſted the contrary to me upon 
Oath; and beſides, I having never feen any 
Thing in him like it, I cannot believe it, with- 
out good Proof. This extraordinary Goodneſs of 
yours, Sir, renders you {till more blame-worthy, 
reply'd the Dutcheſs: What greater Proof needs 
there, than that ſuch a Man as he ſhou'd paſs 
tor Indifferent ? Satisfy your ſelf, Sir, that had he 
not been ſo vain and preſumptuous as to hope 
to pleaſe me, he wou'd not have been at this 
time without a Miſtreſs : never was young Man 
ſo reſerv'd as he in ſo good Company, and the 
Reaſon is, he has a proud Heart, and his ambi- 
tious Hopes ſupply'd the Place of other Pafſt- 
ons. If you think he hides nothing from you, 
make him ſwear, whether he is in Love or 
not. If he ſays he loves another, very well, let it be. 
ſo; if not, then believe what I have faid to you 
to be true. The Duke approv'd of the Propo- 
ſal, and taking the Gentleman into the Coun- 
try with him, ſpoke to him thus: My Wife is 
a)ways in the fame Tone about you, and al- 
ledges one Reaſon for the Truth of it, which 
railes my Suſpicion: To ſpeak plain, People 
wonder that a young and gallant Man as you 
are ſhou'd never have been in Love, and this 
makes me fear your Sentiments are ſuch as ſhe 
has repreſented them; that you flatter'd your 
ſelf ſo much with the Hopes of her, you cou'd 
not think of any other Woman. I deſire, there- 
fore, as a Friend, and command you as a Ma- 
ſer, to tell me if you are in Love? The Gen- 
tleman wou'd have conceal'd his Love withthe 
ſame Care that he wou'd have preſerv'd his Life; 


but | 
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but perceiving how extreamly jealous his Ma- 
{ter was, he was forc'd to ſwear to him, that 
he did indeed love a young Lady, to whoſe 
Beauty, if that of the Dutcheſs, or all the Wo- 


men in the World was compar'd, *twould ap- 


5 pear little, not to ſay Uglineſs and Deformi- 


ty. He beſought him not to require more of 


dim, or to name the Perſon, becauſe they had 


agreed between themſelves, that the betraying 
of the Secret ſhou'd break all Engagements. 
Tmax Duke promis'd net to preſs him on that 


Article, and was fo well ſatisfy'd with this, 


that he carry'd it towards him more kindly than 
ever, The Dutcheſs obſerving it, renew'd her 
Batteries, to find out the Reaſon. The Duke 


23 


* 


told her, the Gentleman had own'd he was in 


Love. Now Jealouſy was join'd to her Ven- 


geance, and ſhe begg'd her Husband to com- 
mand him to name his Miſtreſs, aſſuting 


him it was a Fiction; and the only way to 


know the Truth, was to know the Woman. 
If he refus'd to tell her Name, he wou'd be 


the moſt credulous Man upon Earth, to believe 


there was any Truth in it. The poor Prince, 
whom his Wife led as ſhe pleas'd, took the 
Gentleman to walk with him, and told him, he 


was now more embarraſs'd than ever, fearing 
what he had ſaid was only a Pretence to con- 
ceal the Truth, and this made him more un- 
eaſy than he was before; for which reaſon he 
earneſtly entreated him to name the Perſon of 
whom he was enamour'd. The unfortunate 
Lover humbly pray'd him not to exact that of 
him, or make him break his Word with a La- 
dy who was dearer to him than his Life, eſpe- 
£ © Q 4 _ cially 
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cially after he had ſo long kept it; that it wou'd 
be to deſtroy in a Minute the Merit of ſeven 
Years, and that he wou'd dye, rather than do 
fo much Wrong to one who had been fo 
faithful to him. The Duke finding he wou'd 
not name the Lady, grew more and more jea- 
lous, and looking angrily on him, ſaid, Chuſe 
which you pleaſe, either tell me the Name of 
her you love, or depart from my Dominions in 


eight Days, never to return, on Pain of the 


molt cruel Death. If ever faithful Servant was 
nouch'd to the Heart, this Gentleman ſurely 
was; and might well ſay, Anguſtiæ ſunt mibi 
undique. On one hand he found, if he told 
the Truth, he ſhou'd loſe his Miſtreſs as ſoon 
as ſhe knew he had broke his Word with her: 
On the other, he conſider'd if he did not name 
| her, he ſhould be banifh'd his native Country, 
and could no more ſee her. Being thus 
. preſs'd on all ſides, he was ſeiz'd with a cold 
Sweat, as almoſt dead with Grief. The Duke 
taking Notice of the Trouble he was in, be- 
liev'd the Dutcheſs was the Woman, and that 
he was in ſuch Concern becauſe he had no o- 
ther to name. In this Imagination, he ſaid to 
him roughly ec : If you had told me the 
Truth, you wovld not be at ſuch Pains to do 
what I deſire of you; but I believe your Con- 
fuſion comes from your Crime. The Gentle- 
man, piqu'd at theſe Words, and puſh'd on by 
the Love he had for him, reſolv'd to tell him 


the whole Truth; convinced that his Maſter 


was a Man of ſo much Honour, that he would 
jnviolably keep the Secret. He then fell upon his 
Knees, and claſping his Hands together, ſaid, 


My 
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My Obligations to you, Sir, and the Love I 
have for you, are greater Compulſions in me 
than the Fear of Death. You are ſo unjuſtly 
prepoſſeſt againſt me, that to undeceive you, I 
am reſolv'd to tell you, what all the Torments 
in the World could not have extorted from 
me. All the Favour I ask, is, that you will 
ſwear to me, on the Word of a Prince, and the 
Faith of a Chriſtian, that you will never reveal 
the Secret I am about to diſcloſe. The Duke 
ſwore to him as he deſir'd, never to tell any 
one, either by Word or Signs. The Gentle- 
man depending on the Promiſe and Integrity 
of a Prince, whoſe Virtue was well known 
to him, put the firſt Hand to his own Mil- 

fortune, by ſaying, | Ge 
*T 1s ſeven Vacs ſince, my Lord, that 1 
became acquainted with your Niece, a Widow, 
and under no Engagement ; upon which, I en- 
deavour'd to gain her good Graces. As my 
Birth gave me no Pretenſions to Marry her, 
I contented my ſelf with being receiv'd as a 
Lover; as accordingly I was. Our Commerce 
has been carry'd on hitherto with ſo much Pru- 
. dence, that no body would have known it, 
had not you, my Lord, compell'd me to tell 
it you. 1 put my Life and my Honour in your 
Hands, earneſtly entreating you to keep it al- 
ways a Secret, and not to have the leſs Eſteem 
for your Niece, for I believe there is not un- 
der Heaven a more perfe& and more chaſte 
Lady. The Duke rejoyced at this Declaration; 
and knowing his Niece to be a Beauty of the 
firit Rank, he did not doubt but ſhe was more 
likely to charm him than his Wife; yet not 
Qs ORs con- 
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conceiving how ſuch an Intrigue cou'd be car- 
ry'd on fo privately, he deſit'd the Gentleman 
to tell him what Means he made uſe of to vi- 
fit her: His Servant reply'd, that his Miſtreſs's 
Chamber had a Paſlage into the Garden, and 
when he was to go thither, a little Door was 
left open, at which he enter'd a-foot, till he 
heard the barking of a little Dog, which the La- 
dy let out into the Garden after her Women 
were withdrawn ; that he then went to fee her, 
and ſtay'd with her all Night; appointing, when 

hedeparted, what Time he would come next; and 
he had never fail'd, unleſs upon great and impor- 
tant Occaſions. The Duke, who had as much 
Curioſity as any Man, and had in his younger 
Days been a Man of as much Gallantry, de- 
ir'd him, as well to remove all Suſpicion, as 
to have the Pleaſure of knowing the whole of 
fo ſingular an Adventure, to carry him with 
bim the next time he went, not as his Maſter, 
but as his Companion. The Gentleman hay- 
ing gone ſo far, made a Virtne of Neceflity, 
and agreed to his Defire, The Duke was as 
glad of it as if he had got a Kingdom, and mak- 
ing as tho* he wou'd repoſe himſelf in his Clo- 
ſet, order'd two Horfes to be got ready, one 
for himſelf, and the other for the Gentleman; 
they mounted, and made their way to his Niece's 
Palace, where they alighted at the Park Gate. 
| The Gentleman caus'd the Duke to enter at 
the little Door, praying him to ſtay behind a 
great Walnut-Tree, from whence he might ſee 
whether what he had told him was true or not. 
They had not been long in the Garden before 
the little Dog began to bark, and the Gentle- 
man 


\ 
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man advanc'd towards the Tower of the Pa- 
lace, where the Fair One did not fail meeting 
him. She faluted him with an Embrace, and 
ſaid, it ſeem'd a thouſand Years ſince ſhe laſt 
ſaw him. They afterwards went into the Room, 
leaving the Door open; the Duke follow'd 
them ſoſtly, and there was no Light: Having 
heard the whole Subſtance of their Chaſte Cor- 


5 ver ſation he was very well ſatisfy'd, and the Gen- 


tleman took care not to tite him, ſaying, he 
was oblig'd to return ſooner than ordinary, be- 
cauſe the Duke wou'd go a Hunting at four a- 
Clock in the Morning, and he mult not miſs 
Waiting on him. The Lady, who preferr'd 
Honour to Pleaſure, would be no Impediment 
to his doing his Duty; for what ſhe moſt va- 
lued in their honourable Friendſhip was, that 
'twas a Secret to all the World. The Gen- 
tleman departed an Hour after Midnight. The 
Duke went firſt ; they both mounted and return'd 
as they came; the Duke ſwore, as they rode 
back, he wou'd dye before he would reveal the 
Secret, ſince he had put ſuch Confidence in 
him; and lov'd him ſo much afterwards, that 
there was not a Man in the Court more in Fa- 
vour than this Gentleman. The Dutcheſs was 
enrag'd at it. The Duke forbad her to ſpeak 


more againſt him, ſaying, he knew the Truth 


of the Matter, and. was ſatisfied; the Lady 
the Gentleman lov'd being: handſomer than ſhe. 
Theſe Words ſo nettled the Dutcheſs, that ſhe 
feign'd her felf to be ſicker than ever. The 
Duke viſited and comforted her, but nothing 
would do, unleſs he told her who the Lady 
was that was o handſome and ſo OTTER. 
R 
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She importun'd and preſs'd him ſo much, that 
he quitted her Chamber, ſaying, If you conti- 
nue teazing me on this Subject we muſt ſepa- 
rate. This made her more ſick than before, 
and ſhe pretended ſhe felt the Child ſtir in her 
Belly, at which the Duke ſo rejoyc'd, that he 
went and lay with her. When ſhe had work'd 
up his Paſſion to the higheſt Pitch, ſhe turn'd 
to the other ſide of the Bed, ſaying, Since you 
have no Love for either Wife or Children, I 
beſeech you, Sir, let us dye both, me and my 
unborn Infant. At theſe Words ſhe burſt out 
into Tears, and wept and ſigh'd ſo grievoully, 
that the Duke was afraid ſhe would hurt her 
ſelf; he took her in his Arms, and begg'd her 
to tell him what ſhe would have, e. e he 
had nothing which was not hers. Ah, Sir, re- 
ply'd ſhe, weeping, What room is there for me 
to hope for any Thing, that you will put your 
ſelf to the leaſt Difficulty on my Account, ſince 
you deny mea Thing ſo eaſy and ſo reaſona- 
ble, as to tell me the Name of the Miſtreſs of 
the vileſt Servant you ever had? I thought 
you and I had had but one Heart, but now I 
find you uſe me as a Stranger, and keep your 
Secrets from me as from an Enemy; you have 
formerly truſted me with Things more fecret, 
and more important; and did you ever know 
that I ſaid a Word? If you ſwore not to tell 
the Gentleman's Secret to any Body, you will not 
break your Oath by telling me, for I am you, and 
can be no other but you; you are in my Heart ; 
I hold you in my Arms. I have a Child in 
my Womb that owes its Being to you, and yet 
you cannot love me as I love you. The more 
faithful 
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faithful I am to you, the more unkind, the more 
cruel are you to me. This makes me wiſh a thou- 
ſand times a day, that Death would deliver our 
Infant from ſuch a Father, and me from ſuch a 
Husband. I hope it will ſoon happen ſo, ſince 
you prefer an unfaithful Servant to your Wife, 
and yourChild, who is on the point of Deſtruction, 
for my not being able to obtain of you, what 
I want moſt to know. Saying this ſhe embrac'd 
and kiſs'd him, watering his Cheeks with her 
Tears, and accompanying it with ſuch piercing 
Sighs, that the good Prince, fearing to loſe both 
Mother and Infant, reſolv'd to tell her what he 
knew; but he ſwore if ſhe told any one livin 
ſhe ſhou'd dye by no other Hand than his. She 
agreed to it; the abus'd Prince related the whole 
Story from firſt to laſt; ſhe outwardly ſeem'd 
contented, but was inwardly quite otherwiſg; 

et being afraid of the Duke, ſhe diſſembled her 
Paſſion as well as ſhe cou'd. 

Sou Days after the Duke made a great 
Feaſt, to which he invited the chief Ladies of 
the Country, and his Niece among the reſt, After 
the Feaſt was a Ball, and the Company diverted 
themſelves with 94 But the Dutcheſs, vext 
at the Heart to ſee her Niece's Beauty and char- 
ming Air, cou'd take no Diverſion, nor indeed 
help ſnie wing her Malice. She caus'd the Ladies 
to ſeat themſelves near her, and the Conver ſa- 
tion to turn on Love. Finding her Niece ſpoke 
not a Word, ſhe ſaid to her, provok'd by Jea- 
louſy; And you, my fair Niece, is it poſſible that 

our Beauty ſhould be without a Lover? Her 
Niece anſwer'd, My Beauty, Madam, has not yet 
produc'd that Effect: For ſince the Death of 


my 
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my Husband, I have had no other Lovers but 
his Children, neither do I defire any other. Very 
well, Niece, reply'd the Dutcheſs, with all the 
Opite imaginable; there's no Love ſo ſecret but 
*tis found out, nor little Dog ſo well taught, 
but one may hear him bark. Tis hardly to be 
imagin'd what a Surprize the poor Lady was in, 
to find that an Intrigue which ſhe thought ſo 
ſecret, was now made publick to her Shame. 
Her Honour had been ſo carefully guarded, that 
the Loſs of it in ſo miſerable a Manner was a 
Dagger to her Heart, and the Wound as mortal 
as it it had been with Steel. Yet her greateſt 
Trouble was, her Fear that her Lover had 
been worſe than his Word; which ſhe cou'd not 
imagine he wou'd have been, unleſs he was in 
Love with ſome other Lady fairer than her ſelf, 
whoſe Beauty had drawn the Secret out of him. 
Nevertheleſs ſhe had ſo much Preſence of Mind, 
that ſhe kept the Anguiſh of it to her ſelf, and 
_ anſwer'd with a Smile, I don't underſtand the 
Language of Beaſts. As much as ſhe prevail'd 
over. her Grief in appearance, ſhe was all the 
while on the Rack, and took hold of the firſt 
Opportunity to leave the Company. She had 


not Strength to hold Home, but paſſing thro? 


the Dutcheſs's Apartment, ſhe went into a Gal- 
ery where the Duke was walking. At one Side 
of it was a Retiring Room, which the Prince ſaw 
her enter, and ſhe believing her ſelf alone, fell 
in a Fit on a Bed that was in it. A young Gen- 
tlewoman of the Court happen'd to be aſleep 
on the other fide of the Bed. The Lady's Motion 
wak'd her; and perceiving it was theDake's Niece, 
who thought no body near her, ſhe durſt not ſpeak 


a Word, but lay ſtill, liſt' ning to what ſhe ſaid wy 
| ect, 
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ſelf. As ſoon as the firit nn le was ſomewhat 
abated, and ſhe had recover'd Breath, ſhe ſpoke 
thus, with a langniſhing dying Voice: Ah 
Wretch, what have I heard! what cruel Sen- 
tence of Death is paſt upon me! Oh thou the 


moſt beloy'd of Men, is this the Recompence 


of my chaſt and faithful Pafſion? What a fatal 
Choice didſt thou make, oh my poor Heart, 
to give thy ſelf up entirely to the moſt incon- 
ſtant, ſubtle, ſlanderous Man upon Earth; one 
whom thou thought'ſt the moſt faithful and up- 
right? How cou'd the Secret come to the Know- 
ledge of the Dutcheſs, a Secret unknown to the 
whole World, but thy felf, and me, without 
thy betraying it, oh faithleſs ungratefal Lover! 
My little Dog, fo well taught to ſerve us in my 
laſting and virtuous Love, did he betray me? 
No; *twas a Man, whoſe Voice is more hurtful 
than the barking of a Dog, and his Heart more 
ungrateful than a Beaſt's. He has, contrary to his 
Word, and Oath, diſcover'd the happy Life we 
10 long led, without doing Wrong to any 
one. Oh my Belov'd, in whom my Life was 
bound up! cou'd nothing ſerve thee, when thou 
declar'dſt thy ſelf my mortal Enemy, but expo- 
ling my Honour, murdering my Body, and ſend- 
ing my Soul to the Place where it muſt abide 
eternally? Is the Dutcheſs's Beauty ſo extream, 
that it has metamorphos'd thee, as did that of Circe? 
Of Virtuous, thou art become Vicious; of Hu- 
mane, a Savage. Oh my Beloved, thou haſt broke 
thy Word! I have kept mine, and will keep it, 
by never ſeeing thee more, aſter thou haſt revealed 
our Friendfhip. But not being able to live without 
ſeeing thee, I'll give a looſe to Deſpair, and Exceſs 
of Sorrow, nor will I ever admit any ab 

| rom 
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from Reaſon or Medicine: Death only ſnal] put 
an End to it, and Death will be more agreeable, 
than to live in the World, without Lover, with- 
out Honour, without Content. Nor War, nor 
Death, have rob'd me of my Lover ; my Offen- 
ces have not depriv'd me of my Honour, nor a- 
ny ill Conduct of Content. Tis Fortune has 
declar'd againſt me, and render'd the moſt fa- 
vour'd of Mankind, the moſt ingrate. * Tis For- 
tune has brought upon me the quite contrary of 
what I deſerv'd. With what Pleaſure, Dutcheſs, 
did you reproach me with my little Dog! Enjoy 
a Happineſs that belong'd only to me. You 
rally'd me for what I hop'd, by well concealing, 
and honourably loving, to eſcape all Raillery. 
How did that Word pierce my Heart, how did 
1 bluſh for Shame, how turn pale for Jealouſy! 
Ah, I feel my Heart has not Strength to ſupport 
it. Love ill requited burns ir, Jealouſy and 
Wrong freeze it, Deſpight and Sorrow conſume 
it, and it will never know Comfort more. In 
adoring the Creature, my Soul forgot the Crea- 
tor. Let it now return to him from whom *twas 
drawn afide by vain Love. Aſſure thy ſelf, oh 
my Soul, thou will find a Father, more tender 
than thou found'ſt that Friend, for whom thou 
didſt fo often forget him. Oh my God, Oh m 
Creator, who art the only true and pet fe 
Friend, by whoſe Grace my Friendſhip was pre- 
ſerv'd pure from all Vice, receive, according to 
thy infinite Mercy, my Spirit; the Spirit of one 
who repents of breaking thy firſt and juſt Com- 
mandment; By the Merit of him, whole Love is 
incomprehenſible, pardon a Fault which exceſs 
of Love made me commit. All my Truſt is ia thee. 
| Farewel, 


a 
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Farewel, my Beloy'd : How ill has thy Actions 
anſwer'd thy Words, and what does my faith- 
ful Heart ſuffer for thee ! but it cannot ſuffer this 
long. Here ſhe funk away ſpeechleſs, her Coun- 
tenance turn'd pale, her Lips livid, and ſhe te- 
main'd without Motion. £7 | 
TE Gentleman her Lover about the ſame 
Time enter'd the Hall, where the Dutcheſs was 
dancing with her Ladies. He look'd about for 
bis Miſtreſs, and not ſeeing her, went to the 
Dutcheſs's Apartment, and thence to the Gal- 
| lery where the Duke was walking. That Prince 
miſtruſting what he came for, whiſper'd him, that 

the Lady was in the Retiring Room, and ſeem'd 
out of Order when ſhe enter'd it. The Gentle- 
man ask'd leave to follow her. The Duke not 
only permitted him, but ſaid he deſir'd him to 
do ſo. When he came to the Bed-ſide, he found 
her in the Agony. He embrac'd her, crying, 
What's the matter, my Dear? will you leave me? 
The poor Lady, hearing a Voice ſo well known 
to her, recover'd a little Strength, and open'd 
her Eyes to look on the Man, who had been the 
Cauſe of her Death. But that Look ſo encreas'd 
her Love, and her Reſentment, that giving a 
great Sigh ſhe breath'd her laſt in his Arms. The 
Lover, rather dead than alive, ask'd the young 
Gentlewoman before-mention'd, how her Ill- 
neſs began, and ſhe told him all ſhe had heard. 
Heperceiving the Duke had reveal'd his Secret to 
the Dutcheſs, the moſt piercing Sorrow woun- 
ded his Soul. He claps'd his Miſtreſs's Corps 
in his Arms, bath'd it with Tears, and at laſt 
burſt forth into theſe moving Complaints : Tray- 
tor that I am, baſe and wretched Lover! why did 


not 
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not the Puniſhment of my Treaſon fall on my 
Head *why upon hers, who was Innocent? Why 
did not Heaven cruſh me to Pieces with Thun- 
der and Lightning, the Day that I reveal'd our ſe- 
cret and virtuous Friendſhip? Why did not the 
Earth ſwallow up a Wretch that had broken his 
Oath ! Why is not my Tongue puniſh'd, as was the 
rich Man's in Hell! Oh my Heart, too fearfal of 
Death and Exile, let ultures eternallydeyour thee, 
as they prey upon Ixion. Ah my dear Love! the 
greateſt Miſery that ever happen'd to Man is befal'n 
me; [haveloſttheeby the very Means I thought to 
preſervethee. I hop'd to poſſeſs thee a long Time 
withVirtueand Joy, and now embrace thee Dead; 
and to thy laſt Breath wer't thou ill ſatisfy'd 

with me, my Heart and my Tongue? Oh thou 
moſt faithful of Women! I have been condemn'd 
by thee, as the moſt unfaithful and per fidious of 
Men. How can I complain of the Duke, to 
whoſe Honour I truſted, in hopes of continuing 
by it the dear Life we led? Ought not I to have 
conſider'd, that no Body cou'd keep the Secret 
ſo well as my ſelf? The Duke had more Rea- 
ſon to tell it to his Wife, than I had to tell it 
him. I only am to be condemn'd, I only de- 
ſerv'd to be puniſh'd for the greateſt Baſeneſs 
that ever was committed among Friends. The 
Death the Duke threatn'd me with, is now my 
Due. Had I then dy'd, thou hadſt been now 
living ; thou, who wert dearer to me than Life; 
and I had ended my Days with Glory, by keep- 
ing my Faith inviolably ; having violated it, I 
am fill alive; having kept it, thou alas art dead. 
90 pure, ſo fincere thy Heart, thou cou'dſt not 
know the [nfidelity of thy Lover, and live. Oh 
Heav'n, why was I form'd with a Mind fo light, 


and 
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and ſo ignorant? why was I not the little Dog, 
that ſo faithfully ſerv'd his Miſtreſs? How often 
have I heard thee bark with Joy! and that I let 
another hear thee, has turn'd all my Joy into 
Sorrow. However, my deareſt Love, twas not the 
Beauty of the Datcheſs, nor that of any other 
Woman, that cou'd have chang'd my Heart ; of- 
ten has ſhe courted me, and I as often been deaf 
to her Paſſions. But nothing can be pleaded in 
my Excuſe, nothing leſſen my Guilt; I have re- 
veal'd my Miſtreſs's Secret, I have broken my 
Word, and that has been the Cauſe of her Death. 
Ah my dear Love, will Death be leſs welcome 

to me than to you? You dy'd for having lov'd; 
ſhall I live, who betray'd it? Will not Death 
deign to touch this falſe ungrateful Heart? The 
Honour I have loft, and the Memory of her J 
loſt with it, is more inſupportable to me than a 
thouſand Deaths. Had any one ſhorten'd your 
Days by Misfortune or Malice, J wou'd have 
reveng'd it with my Sword. Nor is it reafon- 
able I ſhou'd pardon the Murderer that caus'd 
your Death by a fouler Action, than if he had 

i'd you with a Sword. If I cou'd tell where 
to find a baſer Executioner than my ſelf, I wow'd 
beg him to execute your perfidions Lover, How - 
have I offended thee, oh Love ! by my Ignorance 
of loving? Thou wilt not therefore help me, as 
thou did(t her, who kept all thy Laws. Neither is it 
juſt that my End ſhou'd be fo glorious. I ought 
to dye by own Hand. Ah my deareſt Love, fince 
I have water'd thy Face with my Tears, ſince 
I have ask'd thy Pardon, nothing remains but to 
make my Body like to thine, that my Soul may 


follow the Soul of my Miſtreſs, fully REY 
that 
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that virtuous and honourable Love has no End, 
neither in this World, nor in the next. Then 
raiſing himſelf from the Corpſe like a Man out 
of his Senſes, he drew his Dagger, and pierc'd his 
Heart. After which he again embrac'd his Mi- 
ſtreſs, and kiſs'd her with ſo much Affection, 
that he ſeem'd more amorous than dead. The 

oung Gentlewoman, in vain, cry'd, Help; the 

low was ſtruck before ſhe reach'd the Door. 
The Duke heacing her cry out, and miſtruſting 
ſome Diſaſter to the Lovers, ran into the Re- 
tiring Room, where he endeavour'd to part the 
Gentleman from his Miſtrefs, to fave his Life if 
poflible. But he held her fo cloſe, that they 
eou'd not ſtir him from her, till heexpir'd. How- 
ever hearing the Duke ſay, Good God, who has 
done all this? My Tongue and yours, Sir, reply'd 
the dying Lover, caſting an angry Look at him. 
"T'was his laſt Word, and with his laſt Sigh he 
fix'd his Face ſo cloſe to his Miſtreſs's, that it 
neal glew'd to it, when they came to part 
them. 

THE Duke deſiring to know the whole Mat- 
ter, commanded the young Gentlewoman to tell 
what ſhe had ſeen and heard, which ſhe did very 
particularly. The Duke, finding he was the 
Cauſe of their Death, fell on the two dead Lo- 
vers, and with Tears and Groans beg'd their 
Pardon for his Crime. He kiſs'd them ſeveral 
Times, and then riſing in a Rage, drew the 
Dagger out of the Gentleman's Body, running 
with it in his Hand into the Hall, where his 
Dutcheſs was ſtill dancing with a more joyous 
Air than ever, pleas'd with the Thought that ſhe 
had reveng'd her (ſelf on the Duke's * 

8 he 


The FALSE DuTCHEsSS. 357 
The Duke took hold of her in the middle of a 
Dance, and ſaid, I entruſted you with the Se- 
cret on Pain of Life; and your Life ſhall pay for 
your betraying it. Then taking her by the Hand 
he ſtab'd her with the Dagger in the Breaſt, tothe 
great Surprize of the Company, who cou'd not 
think otherwiſe than that he was run Mad. 
When he had done what he was about to do, he 
cCall'd all his Servants together, and related to 
them the ſad glorious Adventure of his Niece, 
whoſe Death his Wife had been the Occaſion of. 
The Aſſembly heard him with Tears. The 
Dukeorder'd his Wifeto be bury'd in an Abbey 
he had founded, and a magnificent Tomb to be 
rais'd over the Grave of his Niece and the 
Gentleman; on which was inſcrib'd an Epitaph, 
containing the Subſtance of the foregoing Story. 
The Duke took the Croſs, and made a Voyage 
into the Holy-Land, much to his Glory and Ad- 
vantage. At his Return, finding his Son to be 
qualify'd for the Government of his Domini- 
ons, he reſign'd them to him, turn'd Religions, 
ſhut himſelf up in the ſame Abbey where the 
two Lovers were bury'd together, and ſpent 
happily his old Age in Acts of Devotion and 
Charity. pe 


The End of the Sixth and laſt Yolume. 
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